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kit b we :defired by the friends of 
Mc Edwards, that a number of his ma- 
1 ſhould be publiſhed; but the diſa 
advantage under which all poſthumous pu- 
blications muſt neceſſarily appear, and the 
difficulty of getting any conſiderable work 
printed in this Mfant wary hitherto, have 
proved ſufficient' obſtacles to the execution 
of ſuch a propoſal. The firſt of theſe ob- 
ſtacles made me doubt, for à "conſiderable 
time after theſe manuſcripts came into my 
hands, whether J could, confiſtetitly witli 
that re — which I owe to the honour of 
* rent, ſuffer any of chem to 
appear in 5 world. However, being dif- 
fident of my own ſentiments, and doubtful 
whether I were not over-jealous i in this mats 
ter, I determined to ſubtnir' to the opinion 
of gentlemen, who are friends both to the 
charactei of Mr — — and to 3 cauſe- 
of The conſequence was, that 
vals Mii advice for publiſhing them. . 
Serbe other obſtacle was removed by a gens 
tleman' in the church of Scotland, who was 
formerly a correſpondent of Mr Edwards. 


He engaged à bookſeller to undertake the 


work, and alſo ſignified his deſire that theſe 
i following diſcourſes in Aer might be 
3 Ne. Nod 0 ö 9 * 


27 Aale 210 N 


2 2 un "5 2 Mr : 


PREFACE. 


Mr Edwards had planned a body of di- 
i in a new method, and in the form 
of a hiſtory ;j in which he was firſt to ſhow, 
how the moſt remarkable events, in all ages 
from the fall to the preſent times, rec 
in ſagred and profane hiſtory; were Tas 
to promote the work. of e 
then, 49 trace, by the light 
prophecy, how. the ſame work — i 
— further carried on even to the end of the 
His heart was ſo much ſet 
cs this plan, that he 519 een 
averſe to accept the prefidentſh ip of 
town college, loſt+ che duties of chat 8 
ſhould put it out of his power: 
The outlines of that work are now 0 
ed to the public, as contained in a ſeries of 
ſermons, preached ee 1739 % 
without any view. to publication, ORE 
account, the reader cannot r 
pect all that from them, which he eight 
zuſtly have expected, had they been written 
wich ſuch a view, and prepared by e 
ther s on hand for the preis. 
As to elegance of compoſition, which. is 
now eſteemed fo eſſential to all publica- 
tions, it is well known, that the — did 
not make that his chief ſtudy. However, 


e 1 yr ene, e bela 0 News 


* Thie is nenden 20 be ee 178 
in order to underſtand ſome chronological © ors 
| ia the ——_— work. 


iv 


4 
* * 


ornaments 


," mz RB AF A G 
aments of fine language,” have it ſeems 
7 ſolid. merit, Which has procured both 
to therſelyes and to him a conſiderable re- 
n world, and with many an 
| At is hoped that the reader 
w / ag hep diſcogries __ traces 4 | 
plain good, ſenſe, ſound rea ofling, an 
thorough: knowledg e of the ſacred Kacke 
and * unfęigned piety : and that, as che 
plan b new, and many of the ſentiments 
uncommon, they may afford entertainment 
| burr nu niger ary to the ingenious, . the in- 
Juiſitive, and che pious reader; may con- 
fem their Rick in God's e of the 
world, in our holy Chriſtian refigion i 8 
 nevaly; and in many of Flr peculiar | 
"triness. may "ith in ſtud 0 1 Sever 
EY 1 £ the 7 . 5 
prophetic books cripture; 
ane 4 . becoming che 62 


| pars N R theſe ha ap- 
n elfocta in all who ſhall FE, it, Fg | 


Wa re and prayer of” + 


ug The readers moſt ware I 
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PT HEY who have a reliſh for the ſtudy 
of the ſcriptures, and have acceſs to 
peruſe the following ſheets, will, T'am per- 
ſuaded, deem themſelves much indebted to 
the Reverend Mr Edwards of Newhaven 
for conſenting to publiſh them. Though 
the acute philoſopher and deep divine ap- 

ars in them, yet they are in the general 
| 2 5 750 calculated for the inſtruction and im- 


£ 


ut 


- Provement of ordinary Chriſtians, than thoſe 
of Preſident Edwards's writings, where the 
abſtruſe nature of the ſubject, or the ſubtle 
ohjections of oppoſers of the truth, led him 

5 n RX and metaphyſical reaſon- 
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for ſalvation, 116 


PERIOD I 
From Chriſt's reſurreftion to the end of the world, 218 


INTRODUCTION. 
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* 230 
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. How this ſucceſi it accompliſhed by God's grace here, 234 


$ I. The means of this ſucceſs 9 2 Chrifs 


reſurrection, 2335 
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FigsT, In the ſufferin ; fate of the church, from the 
reſurrection of Chrift to the fall of Antichriſt, 242 


I. From Chrifts reſurreAtion till the 1 N. 
ö ' rufalem, "4 244 N 


II. From the deſtruction of Jenin to the deflruc- 
tion of the Heathen empire in the time of con- 
— the Great, Sow" 2 "I « 255 


bungen Truth of Chriſtianity argued from the | 


Succeſs of the 8Ypel's in both 120 pe- 
riods, 265 


III. Succeſs 0 of © nl from the time of Cnftan- 


tine the Great till the fall of Antichriſt, . 269 
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. intereſts of religion in the churches of the Re. 


Formation. 286 


3. What ſucceſs the goſpel has "WIR had in theſe 


churches, 293 
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APPLICATION. 


1. Truth of Chri fianity A Hen the events of 
this period, | 302 


2+ The ſpirit of true Chriſtians a foirit of f i fering; 314 

3. What reaſon we have to ee that events fore- 
told in ſeri ipture, not yet fulfilled, Joel & Ges. 
De e, 318 
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P 
athly, How the ſucceſs of redemp tion ſball be carried 25 
on from the preſent time _ Antichriſt is 


allen, w _ 315 


SECONDLY, Succeſs F redemption through that ſpace, 
wherein the Chriſtian church ſhall for 


the moſt part enjoy proſperity, _ 334 
I. Proſperity of the church 1 the . part 
of this period, 334 


II. The great apoſtaſy that ſeal take place, avi the 
danger that ſhall threaten the OT towards 


the end of this period, 341 
5 p " he > en © 
How the ſucceſs of ne ſhall be arcompliſbed 
in glory, Poe — 
General remarks on this fucceſe, — 3485 


The particular manner in which ons ſucceſs is accom- 
pliſbed, - | . 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE WHOLE. 


I. How great a work the work of redemptions i 8 ** 


II. God the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 


ending of all things, _ | 364 
III. Chrift in all things has the e 367 
IV. The conſiſtency, order, and beauty of Ei, 368 
V. The ſcriptures the word of God, 3 
VI. The majeſty and power of God in the work Fre- 
pt ion, 372 
VII. The glorious wiſdom of God i in the wer of re- 
domption, 373 
VIII. The ftability of God's ; mercy and aithfulndſ fo 
his people, 374 
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＋ Hz late learned 1 and; ingenious Mr 14. 
1 wards left in MS, ſeveral hundred ſer- 
mons on doctrinal and 3 ſubjects, 
explications of above 500 texts of ſc CIPO 
and eſſays on the truth and excellen 1 
the Chriſtian religion, the harmony 
Old and New Teſtament, the divini iy of 
Chriſt, the neceſſity and reaſonablen 
atonement and of the imputation of 5 
the eternity of hell- torments, the foreknow- 
ledge of God, predeſtination, univerſal and 
particular redemption, efficacious grace, ju- 
ſtification, perſeverance, &c. Though he 
had no deſign to publiſh theſe in the form 
in which he left them, yet, in the opinion 
or gre judges in America who have per- 
them, they contain a variety of new 
and ſtriking ſentiments, on many import- 
ant and difficult ſubjects, which might 
communicate to the Chriſtian world much 
uſeful inſtruction. 185 


When writers excel only in ſtyle and com- 
poſition, they can derive little honour, and 
the public can reap ſmall improvement, 
from the printing their looſe unfiniſhed pa- 

pers; but 1 — original thoughts, tho' - 
not 


| LE. 
not accurately methodized, nor adorned. 
with the beauties of eloquence, well-merit 
bein ' preſerved from oblivibn. If ſo much 
of the author's penetration and judgement 
appear in the preceding ſheets, written a- 
bout twenty years before his death, much 
| more may expected from compoſitions 1 in 
a period, — — Py oo ſtudy, and expe- 
55 had increaſed his ſtock of 
knowledge. bee er the publiſher ſhall 
favour the world with any more of theſſ 
valuable remains, will probably in a wen 
meaſure depend on. the Wu this 
work meets Wich. 
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* the 23 ball cat. th + Up like @ garment, and * 

vorm ſball oat them like wool } but my righteouf+ 
neſs ſhall be for. ever,, and *M falvation ** Ow 
ion to generation. |; 


HE deſign of this 8 3 the 

church oth of her ſufferings, and the per- 
| Tecutions of her enęmies; and the argu- 
ment of conſolation, inſiſted on is, the con- 
ſtaney and perpetuy of God's mercy and 


. Aithfulneſs towards her, which ſhall be manifeſt in 


continuing to work ſalvation for her, protecting her a- 
F all aſſaults of her enemies, and carrying her ſafe- 


through all the changes of the world, and finally | 


crowning her with victory and deliverance. | 
In the text, this bappineſs of the church of God is 
ſet forth by comparing it with the contrary fate of her 
rages that oppreſs her, And cherein we may ob- 
erde, | 
1. How Qhort-lived the AY and proſꝑe rity of the 


_ church's enemies is: The moth ſhall eat them up lite a 


arment, and the worm 2 eat them hike abel; l. e. 
—— reat their proſperity * and however great 
their preſent glory, they hall by r 
vaniſh away by a ſeeret _ 44 , till they come to 

. | * 
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2 A HISTORY ot 


vation. Plal. xXXXVI. 10. Go 


nothing; and all their power and glory, and ſo their 
perſecutions, eternally ceaſe, and they be finally and ir- 
recoverably ruined. As the fineſt and moſt glorious ap- 
parel will in time wear away, and be conſumed by 
moths and rottenneſs, we learn who thoſe are that ſhall 
thus conſume away, by the foregoing verſe, viz.” thoſe 
that are the enemies of God's people: Hearten unto 
me, ye that know righteouſneſs, the people in whoſe heart 
is my law, fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye 
afraid of their revilings. | 4 | 

2. The contrary happy lot and portion of God's 


church, _ expreſſed in theſe. words, My. righteouſneſs 


ſhdll be for ever, and my ſalvation from generation to 
generation. Who are meant as thoſe that ſhall have 
the benefit of this, we alſo learn by the preceding verſe, 
viz. They that know righteouſneſs, and the people in 
whoſe heart is God's lau; or, in one word, the church 
of God. And concerning this happineſs of theirs here 
ſpoken of, we may obſerve two things, viz. 1. Where-, 
In it confiſts; 2. Its continuance. - | 
* (1) Wherein it conflſts, viz. In God's righteouſ- 
neſs and ſalvation toward them. By God's righteouſ- 
neſs here, is meant his faithfulneſs in fulfilling his co- 
venaut-promiſes to his church, or his faithfulneſs to- 
wards his church and people in beſtowing the benefits 
of the covenant of grace upon them; which benefits, 
though they are beſtowed of free and ſovereign grace, 
as being altogether undeſerved ; yet as God has been 
leaſed, by the promiſes of the covenant of grace, to 
bind himſelf to beſtow them, ſo they are beſtowed in 
the exerciſe of God's righteouſneſs or juſtice. And 
therefore the apoſtle fays, Heb. vi. 10. God is not 
tinrighteous, to forget your work and labour of love. And 
ſo, 1 John i. 9. If we confeſs our ſins, be is faithful, and 
Juſt to forgive us our fins, and to cleanſe us from all un- 
rigbleoilſncſi. 8o the word righteouſneſs is very often 
uled in ſcripture for God's covenant-faithfulneſs ; ſo 


it is uſed in Nehem. ix. 6. Thou haſt performed thy 


words, for thou art righteou:: So we are often to un- 

derſtand righteouſneſs and covenant-mercy for the ſame 
thing; as Pſal xxiv. 5. He ſball receive the bleſſin 

From the Lord, and righteouſneſs from the God of his ſal. 

aue thy loving — to 
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the Work of REDEMPTION. 3 
them that know thee, and thy righteouſneſs to the upright 
in heart, And Pal. li. 14. Deliver me from blood. 
guiltineſs, O God, thou Cod of my ſalvation : and my 
tongue ſball ſing aloud of thy righteouſneſs. Dan. 
ix. 16. 0 Lord, according to thy righteouſneſs, I beſeech 
thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away. 
And ſo in innumerable other places. | 


. 
. 


The other word here uſed is ſaluation. Of theſe: 


two, God's righteouſneſs and his ſalvation, the one is 
the cauſe, of which the other is the effect. God's 
righteouſneſs, or covenant-mercy, is the root of which 
his ſalvation is the fruit, Both of them relate to the 


covenant of grace. The one is God's covenant-mercy 


and faithfulneſs, the other intends that work of God 


by which this covenant-mercy is accompliſhed in the 


fruits of it. For ſalvation is the ſum of all thoſe 
works of God by which the benefits that are by the 


covenant of grace are procured and beſtowed. 


| (2) We may obſerve its continuance, ſignified here 
by two expreſſions; for ever, and from generation to ger 


neration. The latter ſeems to be explanatory of the 


former. The phraſe for ever, is variouſly uſed in 


ſcripture. - Sometimes thereby is meant as long as a 


man lives. So it is ſaid; the ſervant that has his ear 


hored through with an awl.to the door of his maſter, 


ſhould be his fer ever; Sometimes thereby is meant 
during the continuance of the Jewiſh ſtate. So of 


many of the ceremonial and Levitical laws it is ſaid, 


that they ſhould be ſtatutes for ever. Sometimes it , 
means as long as the world ſhall ſtand, or to the end 


of the generations of men. 80 it is ſaid, Eccleſ. i. 4. 
« One generation paſſeth away, and another cometh : 
cc but the earth abideth for ever,” Sometimes thereby 
is meant to all eternity. 80 it is ſaid, . God. is bleſſed 


« for ever,” Rom. i. 25. And fo it is ſaid, John 


vi. 1.“ If any man eat of this bread, he ſhall live 
« for ever.” es And which of theſe ſenſes is here to be 


underſtood, the next words determine, viz. to the end 


of the world, or to the end of 'the generations of men. 
It is ſaid in the next words, “ and my ſalvation from 
« generation to generation.” Indeed the fruits of God's 
ſalvation ſhall remain after the end of the world, as ap- 
pears by the 6th verſe : © Lift up your eyes to the hea- 

eee © Vensz 
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F. vens, Oy look upon the earth beneath: for che | 
„ heavens ſhall vaniſh away like ſmoke, and the earth 
# ſhall wax old like a garment, and NE tos oil 
: therein ſhall die in like manner, but m my ſalvation 
& ſball be for euer, and my righteouſneſs ſhall not be a- 
te 'bohi/bed? But the work of ſalvation itſelf toward 
the church ſhall continue to be wrought till then: till 
the end of the world God will go on to accompliſh 
deliverance and falvation for the church, from all her. 
enemies; for that is what the prophet is here ſpeaking 
of; till the end of the world; till her enemies ceaſe to 
be, as to any power to moleſt the church. And this 
e x £ev generation to generation, may deter- 
mine us as to the time which God continues to carry 
on the work of ſal yation for his church, both with re- 
ſpect to the beginning and end. It is from generation 
to generation, i. e. throughout all generations; begin- 
ning with the generations of men on the earth, and 
not ending till Heß ſe generations end, at the end of che 
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The work of redemption is a work that God 
carries on from the fall of man to che FA 
of the world. | 


The generations of mankind on he earth did nh 
begin till after the fall. The beginning of the poſteri- 
ty of our firſt parents was after the fall; for all their 
ſterity, by ordinary generation, are partakers of the 
Fall, and of the corruption of nature that followed 
from i it; and theſe generations, by which the human 
race is propagated, ſhall continue to the end of the 
world: ſo theſe two are the limits of the generations 
of men on the earth; the fall of man, the 1 
and the end of the world, or the day of judgement, 
the end. The ſame are the limits of the work of re- 
demption as to thoſe (os dna works of God, by 
which that redemption is ught We and plithed, 
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plifhed, though not as 50/the fruits of it; for then, a | 


was ſaid before, ſhall be to all eternity. 

"The work of redemption and the work of [ſalvation 
are the ſame thing. What is ſometimes in ſcripture 
called God's faring his people, is in other places called 
his redeeming them. 50 C 


riour and the Redcemer of his people: 


\ BxrorE entering on the propoſed ne of the 
W ork of Redemption, I would, 


I, Explain the terms made: ute of in the dofrine ;— 


and, 
4005 Show-whas- thoſe things are det art defgned 0 
be 8 by chis great work of God. 

I would ſhow. in what ſenſe the terms of t 
Fe my are uſed. —— And; 1, I would ſhow how 
would be underſtood. when I uſe the word redempt ion; 
— and, 2. how I would be underſtood when. I ſay, 
this wark is a work of God carried on from the fall of 
man to the end of the world. 


I. I would ſhow how I mauild.be ME ey ng no 1 2 


uſe the word redemption.—— And here it may be ob- 
ſerved, that, the work of redemption is ſometimes 
underſtood in a more limited ſenſe, for the purchaſe 
of ſalvation; far ſo the word ſtrietiy ſignifies, a pur- 


chaſe of deliverance; and if we fre. the word in this 
reſtrained ſenſe, the work of - redemption was not ſo 


long in doing. But it was begun and finiſhed: with 
Chriſt's humiliation. It was all wrought while Chriſt 


was upon earth. It was begun with Chriſt's incarna- 


tion, and carried on through Chriſt's life, and finiſhed 


vith his death, or the time of his remaining under the 


wer of death, which ended in his reſurrection: and 
we ſay, that the day of Chriſt's reſurrection is the 


ſo 


day when Chriſt finiſhed the work of redemption, i, e. 


then the purchaſe was finiſhed, and the work itſelf, 
and all, that . 
finiſhed, but not 2 


But then ſometimes renter of redentpition; is ta- | 
ken more largely, including all that God works or ac- 


compliſhes tending to this end; not only the purchaſing 
of redemption, but alſo all God's works that were pro- 


perly pegs to the purchaſe, or as applying the 


, Ppurchalg 


Chriſt ee e l 
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purehaſe and accompliſhing the ſucceſs of it: fo that 
the whole diſpenſation, as it includes the preparation, 
and the purchaſe, and the application and ſucceſs of 
Chriſt's redemption, is here called the work of redemp- 
tion. All that Chriſt does in this — affair as media- 
tor, in any of his offices, either of prophet, prieſt, or 
king; either when he was in this world, in his human 
nature, or before or ſince; and not only what Chriſt 
the mediator has done, but alſo what the Father, or the 
Holy Ghoſt, have done, as united or confederated in 
this deſign of redeeming finful men; or, in one word, all 
that is wrought in execution of the eternal covenant of 
redemption ; this is what I call the work of redemp- 
tion in the doctrine; for it is all but one work, one de- 
fign. The various diſpenſations or works that belong 
to it, are but the ſeveral parts of one ſcheme. It is but 
one deſigu that is formed, to which all the offices of 
Chriſt do directly tend, and in which all the perſons of 
the Trinity do conſpire, and all the various diſpenſa- 
tions that belong to it are united; and the ſeveral 
wheels'are one machine, to anſwer one end, and pro- 
duce one effect. — a | 
II. When I fay, this work is carried on from the 
fall of man to the end of the world; in order. to the 
full underſtanding of my meaning in it, I would deſire 
two or three things to be obſerved. 1 LY 
1. That it is not meant, that nothing was done in or- 
der'to it before the fall of man. There were many 
things done in order to this work of redemption before 
that. Some things were done before the world was 
created, yea from all eternity. 'The perſons of the 
Trinity were as it were confederated in a deſign and a 
covenant of redemption; in which covenant the Fa- 
ther had appointed the Son, and the Son had under- 
taken the work; and all things to be accompliſhed in 
the work were ſtipulated and agreed. And beſides 
theſe, there were things done at the creation of the 
world, in order to that work, before man fell; for the 
world itſelf ſeems to have been created in order to it. 
The work of creation was in order to God's works of 
providence: ſo that if it be inquired, which of theſe 
kinds of works is the greateſt, the works of creation 
or the works of providence} I anſwer, the works of 
| Fe providence 3 
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providence; becauſe. God's works of providence are 


the end of his works of creation, as the building an 


houſe, or the forming an engine or machine, is for its 


uſe. But God's main work of providence is this great 


work of God that the doctrine ſpeaks of, as may more 


fully appear hereafter. L n aro ih 
he creation of heaven was in order to the work of 


redemption: it was to be an habitation for the redeem- 
ed: Matth. xxv. 34. „ Then ſhall the King ſay: unto 


{ them on his right, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 


— 


e inherit the kingdom E for you from the foun- 
* 


&« dation of the world 
to be employed in this work. And therefore the apo- 
ſtle calls them, miniftring ſpirits, ſent forth to mini- 


«© ſter for them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation,” Heb. 


en the angels were created 


i. 14. As to this lower world, it was doubtleſs created 


to be a ſtage npon which this great and wonderful work 
of redemption ſhould be tranſatted : and therefore, as 


| night be ſhown, in many reſpects this lower world is 
ely fitted, in the formation, for ſuch a ſtate of man 
as he is in ſince the fall, under a poſſibility of redemp- 


wWi 


tion; ſo that when it is ſaid, chat the work of redemp- 
tion is carried on from the fall of man to the end of the 


world, it is not meant, that all that ever was done in 


order to redemption has been done ſince the fall. Nor, 


2. Is it meant that there will be no remaining fruits 


of this work after the end of the world? The greateſt 
fruits of all will be after that. That glory and bleſſed- 
neſs that will be tlie ſum of all the fruits, will remain 
to all the ſaints after that. The work of redemption is 
not an eternal work, i. e. it is not a work always a- 


doing and never accompliſhed. But the fruits of this 
work are eternal fruits. The work has an iſſue. But 


in the iſſue the end will be obtained; which end will 


never have am end. As thoſe things that were in or- 


der to this work before the beginning of the world, as 
God's electing love, and the | covenant of redemption, 
never had a beginning; ſo the fruits of this work, that 


ſhall be after the end of the world, never will have an 


end. And therefore, t 
3- When it is ſaid in the doctrine, that this is a 


work that God is carrying on from the fall of man to 
the end of the ward, what I mean is, that thoſe things 


that 
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that” belong to this work itſelf, and are parts of this 
ſcheme, are all this while accompliſhing. There are 
things that are in order to it that are before the begin- 
 Hing of it, and fruits of it that are after it is finiſhed. 
But the work itſelf is ſo long a-doing, even from the 
fall of man to the end of the world, it is all this while 
' carrying on. It was begun immediately upon the fall, 
and will continue to the end of the world, and then 
vill be finiſhed. The various diſpenſations of God 
that are in this ſpace, do belong to the ſame work, and 
to the ſame deſign, and have all one iſſue; and there - 
fore are all to be reckoned but as ſeveral parts of one 
work, as it were ſeveral ſucreſſive motions of one ma- 
chine, to bring about in the concluſion one great event. 
And here alſo we muſt diſtinguiſh between the parts 
of redemption itſelf, and the parts of the work by 
which that redemption is wrought out. There is a dif- 
ference between the parts of the benefits procured and 
beſtowed, and the parts of the work of God by which 
e benefits were procured and beſtowed. As, for 
example, there is a difference between the parts of the 
benefit that the children of Iſrael received, conſiſting 
in their redemptioti out of Egypt, and the parts of that 
work of God by which this was wrought. The re- 
demption of the children of Iſrael out of Egypt, con- 
ſidered as the benefit which they enjoyed, conſiſted of 
two parts, viz. their deliverance from their former E- 
gyptian bondage and miſery, and their being brought 
into a more happy ſtate, as the ſervants of God, and 
heirs of Canaan. But there are many, more things 
"which are parts of that work of God which is called 
his work of redemption of Iſrael out of Egypt. To 
this belongs his calling of Moſes, his ſending him to 
Pharaoh, and all the figns and wonders he wrought in 
Egypt, and his bringing ſuch terrible judgements on 
the Egyptians, and many other things. : 
It is this work by which God effects redemption that 
wee are ſpeaking of. This work is carried on from the 
fall of man to the end of the world; and it is ſo in two 
reſpects. x he. 
Ii) With reſpect to the effect wronght on the ſouls 
of the redeemed ; which is common to all ages from 
the fall of man to the cnd of the world, 28 
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that 1 here ſpeak of, is the application of redemption 


with reſpect to the ſouls of particular perſons, in con- 
verting, juſtifying, ſanctifying, and glorifying of them. 
By theſe. things the ſouls of particular perſons are ac- 


 wally redeemed, and do receive the benefit of the 


work of redemption in its effect in their ſouls. And 
in this ſenſe the work of redemption is carried on in 
all ages of the world, from the fall of man to the end 
of the world. The work of God in converting ſouls, 
opening blind eyes, unſtopping deaf ears, raiſing dead 
ſouls to life and reſcuing the miſerable captivated ſouls 
out of the hands of Satan, was begun ſoon. after the 
fall of man, has been carried on in the world ever ſince 
to this day, and will be to the end of the world. God 
has always, ever fince the firſt erecting of the church of 
the redeemed after the fall, had ſuch a church in the 
world. Though oftentimes it has been reduced to a 
very narrow compaſs, and to low circumſtances ; yet it 


has never wholly failed. 


And as God carries on the work of converting the 
ſouls of fallen men through all theſe ages, ſo he goes 
on to juſtify them, to blot out all their fins, and to ac- 
cept them as righteous in his fight, through the righ- - 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, and adopt-and receive them from 
being the children of Satan, to be his own children; 
ſo alſo he goes on to ſanctify, or to carry on the work 
of his grace, which he has begun in them, and to 
comfort them with the conſolations of his Spirit, and 
to glorify them, to beſtow upon them, when their bo- 
dies die, that eternal glory which is the fruit of the 
purchaſe of Chriſt. What is ſaid; Rom. viii. 30. 
„% Whom he did predeſtinate, them he alfo called; 
«© and whom he called, them he alſo juſtified ; and 
« whom he juſtified, them he alſo glorified:” I fay 
this is applicable to all ages, from the fall, to the end of 
the worl . | . N : 

The way that the work of redemption, with reſpect 
to theſe effects of it on the ſouls of the redeemed, is 
carried on from the fall to the end of the world, is by 
repeating and continually working the ſame work over 
againg ough in different perſons, from age to age. 

t, ü f © 1 
(2) The work of redemption vith reſpect to the 

| 5 B grand 


; es or renewing the ſame effect in the different 
fu 


carrying on 
porld. God went about it immediately after the fall of 
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grand deſign in general, as it reſpects the univerſal ſub- 
ject and end, is carried on from the fall of man to the 
end of the world in a different manner, not merely by 


jets of it, but by many ſucceſſive works — > 0 
ſations of God, all tending to one great end and e 
all united as the n 3 | 
gether making up one great w ike an 
or temple that is building; firſt, the workmen are ſent 
Forth, then the materials are gathered, then the ground 
fitted, then the foundation is laid, then the ſuperſtruc- 
ture is erected, one part after another, till at r 
the top-ſtone is laid, and all is finiſhed. Now the 
work of redemption in that large ſenſe that has been 
explained, may be compared to ſuch a building, that is 
— the fall of man to the end of the 


man. Some things were done tow it immediately, 
as may be ſhown hereafter ; and ſo God has proceeded, 
as it were, getting materials and building, ever ſince 
and ſo will proceed to the end of the world; and then 
the time will come when the top-ſtone ſhall be brought 


forth, and all will appear complete and conſummare; 


The glorious ſtructure will then ſtand forth in its pro- 
per perfection. 1/1 enen Grant « | 
This work is carried on in the former reſpect that 
has been mentioned, viz. as to the effect on the ſouls 
of particular perſons that are redeemed, by its being an 
effect that is common to all ages. The work is carried 
on in this latter reſpect, viz. as it reſpects the church 


of God, and the grand deſigu in general, it is carried 


on, not only by that which is common to all ages, but 
by ſucceſſive works wrought in different ages, all parts 
of one whole, or one great ſcheme, whereby one work 
is brought about by various ſteps, one ſtep in one age; 
and another in another. It is this carrying on of the 


work of redemption that I ſhall chiefly inſiſt upon, 


though not excluding the former; for one ily 
ſuppoſes the other. ent | 
Having thus explained what I mean by the terms of 
the doctrine z that you may the more clearly ſee how 
the great deſign and work of redemption is _— on 
—_ » % 4 9 8 |; | 7 m 


ch 
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from the fall of man to the end of the world ; I fay; 


in order to this, > "49 


I I now proceed, in the ſecond place, to ſhow what is . 
the deſign of this great work, or what things are de- 


ſigned to be done by it. In order to ſee how a deſign 
is carried on, we muſt firſt know what the deſign is. 


To know how a workman proceeds, and to underſtand 


the various ſteps he takes in order to accompliſh a piece 
of work, we need to be informed what he is about, or 
what the thing is that he intends to accompliſh; other+ 
wiſe we — ſtand by, and ſee him do one thing after 
another; and be quite puzzled and in the dark, ſeeing no- 
thing of his ſcheme, and underſtanding nothing of what 
he means by it. If an architect, with a great number of 


hands, were a building ſome great palace, and one that 


was a ſtranger to ſuch things ſhould ſtand by, and ſee 
ſome men digging in the earth, others bringing timber, 
others hewing ſtones, and the like, he might ſee that 
there was a great deal done; but if he knew not the 
deſign, it would all appear to him confuſion. And 


therefore, that the great works and diſpenſations of 
God that belong to this great affair of redemption 
not appear like confufion to you, I would ſet before 


you briefly the main things deſigned to. be accompliſh- 
ed in this great work, to accompliſh which God be- 
gan to work preſently after the of man, and will 


continue working to the end of the world, when the 


whole work will appear completely finiſhed. . And the 
main things defigned to be done by it are theſe that fol- 
that the goodneſs of God ſhould finally appear triumph- 


ing over all evil. Soon after the world was created, e- 
vil entered into the world in the fall of the angels and 


I. It is to put all God's enemies under his feet, and 


— 


man. Preſently after God had made rational crea- 


tures, there were enemies who roſe up againſt him 
from among them z and in the fall of man evil entered 


into this lower world, and God's enemies roſe up a- 
gainſt him here. Satan roſe up againſt God, endea- 
vouring to fruſtrate his deſign in the creation of this 


lower world, to deſtroy his workmanſhip here, and to 


wreſt the government of this lower world out of his 
hands, and uſurp the throne himſelf, and ſer up 
ba 7, 55 B 2 himſelf 


* — 
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himſelf as god of this world inſtead of the God that 
made it. And to theſe ends he introduced fin into tha 
world ; and having made man God's enemy, he brought 
guilt on man, and brought death and the moſt extreme 
and dreadful miſery into the world. 

Now one great deſign of God in the affair of re- 
demption was, to reduce and ſubdue. thoſe enemies of 
God, till they ſhould all be put under God's feet: 
1 Cor. xv. 25. He muſt reign till he hath put all ene · 
te mies under his feet.” Things were originally ſo plan- 

ned and deſigned, that he might diſappoint and con- 
found, and triumph over Satan, and that he might be 
bruiſed under Chriſt's feet, Gen. iii. 15. The promiſe 


was given, that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head. It was a part of God's original de- 


ſign in this work, to deſtroy the works of the devil, 
and confound him in all his purpoſes: 1 John iii. 8, 
“% For this purpoſe was the Son of God manifeſted, 
& that he might deſtroy the works of the devil.” It 
was a part of his deſign, to triumph over fin, and over 
the corruptions of men, and to root them out of the 
hearts of his people, by conforming them to, himſelf. 


He deſigned alſo, that his grace ſhould triuniph over 
man's guilt, and that infinite demerit that there is in 
fin. Again, it was a part of his deſign, to triumph o- 
ver death ; and however this is the laſt enemy that ſhall 
be —— yet that ſhall finally be vanquiſhed and 
deſtroyed, © | | 
Vo thus appears gloriouſly above all evil; and tri- 
umphing over all his enemies, was one great thing that 
God intended by the work of redemption ; and the 
work by which this was to be done, God immediately 
went about as ſoon as man fellz and ſo goes on till he 
fully accompliſhes it in the end of the world. 

II. In doing this, God's deſign was perfectly to re- 
ſtore all the ruins of the fall, ſo far as concerns the e- 
lect part of the world, by his Son; and therefore we 
read of the reſtitution . of all things, Acts iii. 21, 
„ Wham the heaven muſt receive, until the times of 
* the reſtitution of all things; and of the times of re- 
Freſbing from the preſence of the Lord Jeſus, Acts iii, 
119, „ Repent ye therefore and be converted, that your 


e all the elect by Chriſt, It was a de- 
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c fins may be blotted out, when the times of refreſhing 
«© ſhall come from the preſence of the Lord.“ 
Man's foul was — by the fall; the image of God 


was ruined; man's nature was corrupted and deſtroy- 


ed, and man became dead in fin, The deſign. of God 
was, to reſtore the ſoul of man; to reſtore life to it, and 

the image of God, in converſion, and to carry on the 
reſtoration in ſanRtification, and to perfect it in glory. 
Man's body was ruined; by the fall it became ſubject 
to death. The deſign ot God was, to reſtore it from 
this ruin, and not only to deliver it from death in the 
reſurrection, but to deliver it from mortality itſelf, in 
making it like unto Chriſt's glorious body, e world 
was ruined, as to man, as effectually as if it had been 
reduced to chaos again; all heaven and earth were o- 
verttirown. But the deſign of God was, to reſtore all, 
and as it were to create a new heaven and a new earth : 
If. IXv. 17. Behold, I create new heavens, and a new 
earth; and the former ſhalt not be remembered, nor 


1 come into mind.” 2 Pet. jii. 13. © Nevertheleſs we, 


'* according to his promiſe, look for new heavens, 
« anda new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs,” . 
The work by which this was to be done, was begun 


immediately after the fall, and ſo is carried on till all 
is finiſhed at the end, when the whole world, heaven 


and earth, ſhall be reſtored z and there ſhall be, as it 


were, new heavens, .and a new earth, in a ſpiritual | 


ſenſe, at the-end of the world. Thus it is repreſented, 
Rev. xxi. 1. And I ſaw a new heaven, and a new 
« earth; for the firſt heaven and the ficſt earth were 
« paſſed away.” 

III. Another great deſign of God in the work of re- 
demption, was to gather together in one all things in 
Chriſt, in heaven and in earth, i. e. all elect creatures; 
to bring all cle& creatures, in heaven and in earth, to 
an union one to another in one body, under one head, 


and to unite all together in one body to God the Fa- 
ther. This was begun ſoon after the fall, and is car- 


ried on through all ages of the world, and finiſhed at 


the end of the world. 


IV. God deſigned by this work to perfect and com- 


den 
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. God to advance the elect to an exceedin pitch 
of glory, «ſuch as eye hath not ſeen, nor ear d, 
4c nor has ever entered into the heart of man.” He 
intended to bring them to perfect excellency and beau- 
| yin his image, and in holineſs, which is the proper 
beauty of ſpiritual beings; and to advance them to a 
glorious degree of honour, and alſo to an ineffable 
pitch of pleaſure and joy; and thus to glorify. the 
whole church of elect men in foul and body, and with 
them to bring the glory of the elect angels to its high- 
eſt piteh under one head. The work which tends to 
this, God began immediately after the fall, and carries 
on through all ages, and will-have rn at che end 
of the world. 5 
V. In all this God defigned to accompliſh: the glory 
he fl — bleffed Trinity in an exceeding degree. God 
os of Horifying himſelf from eternity; to 
perſon in the Godhead. The end muſt be 
d as firſt in order of nature, and then the 
means; and therefore we muſt conceive, that God ha- 
ving profeſſed this end, had then as it were the means 
to chuſe ; and the principal mean that he pitched upon 
was this great work of redemption that- we are ſpeak- 
ing of. It was his deſign in this work to glority his 
only begotten ſon, Jeſus Chriſt; and it was his deſign, 
oy” the 8on to glorify the Father: John xili. 31. 32. 
Now is the 8on of man gloriſied, and God is. lori- 
fed in him. If God be glorified in him, alſo 
« mall glorify him in himſelf, and ſhall ſtraightway 
* glorify him.“ It was his delign that the Son ſhould 
'thus be glorified, and ſhould glorify the Father by what 
mould be accompliſhed by the Spirit to the glory of the 
Spirit, that the whole Trinity, conjunctly, and each 
perſon ſingly, might be — lorified. The 
work that was the appointed means of this, was begun 
immediately after the fall, and is carried on till, and 
finiſhed at, he end of the world; when all this intended 
glory ſhall be fully accompliſhed in all things,” 


Having thus explained the terms made uſe of in 
the doctrine, and ſhown what the things are which are 
to be accompliſhed-by this great work of God, I pro- 

”ceed now to the propoſed Hiſtory ; that is, to _ 
now 
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the Work of REDEMPTION. ty 
how what was deſigned by the work of redemption has 


been accompliſhed, in the various ſteps of this work, 


from the fall of ma 4 e end of the world. 
In order to this, divide this whole ſpace of 


time into three N. —— the 


iſt, reaching from the; fill of man 10 thi incarna- | 


tion of Chriſt ; — the - 


ad, from Chriſte incarnation all his 1 


ar the whole time of Chriſt's humiliation z— the 


345 from thence to the end of the world. 
may be ſome may be ready to think this 1 


equal diviſion : and it is ſo indeed in ſome reſpetts. It 


is ſo, becauſe che ſecond period is ſo much he greateſt: 
for although it be ſo much ſhorter than either of the 
other, being but berwcen thirty and forty years, where- 
as both the other contain thouſands z in this affair 
chat we are now upon, it is more than the others. 
] would therefore proceed to.ſhow diſtincti how the 
work of "redemption is carried on from the fall of man 
to the end of the world, through each of theſe periods 


in their order ; which I de aden N th 


tions; one aue each period. 


1. That from the fall of man till the bee 
of Chriſt, NA doing thoſe things | 

preparatory to 's coming, and . ara res 
Negro Fu Way en and mY. of it. 


f 1 the une from C Chriſt's incarnation, till 
is reſurrection, was ſpent in l and pure 
1 redemption. 5 


III. That the ſpace of time from the e de 
of Chriſt to the end of the world, is-all taken up 


in bringing about or accompliſhing the great effect. 
or ſucceſs of that purchaſe, | | 


" Toa particular conſideration of theſe three 
tions, the great truth taught in the doctrine may Sa 
haps a in a clear light, and we ſee how the 
work of redemption is carried « on from the fall of man 
to the end of the world. 
PERIOD 


e 


to time, from the fall of man to the coming of cn 5 


"From the Fall to.the Incarnation. Phan 


I firſt taſk is, to ſhow how this work of re« 
7 ** ion is carried on from the fall of man te 


7 _w_ carnation of ary A under the firſt proge- 
Fen, * 0 b 


That the ſpace of time * the * of nian to 
the incarnation of Chriſt, was taken up in doin 
thoſe things that. were forerunners and carneſts 1 
Chriſt's coming, and working out L redemption, and 


* were e to it. | 


The grea t works of God in the world during this 
| whole ſpace of time, were all preparatory to this. 
There were many great changes and revolutions in the 
world, and they were all only the turning of the wheels 
of providence in order to this, to make way for the 
2 of Chriſt, and what he was to do in world. 
Th inted hither, and all iſſued here, Hither 
ty 1 1 all God's great works towards his 


church. The church was under various difpenſations 


of providence, and in very various circumſtances, be- 


fore Chriſt came. But all theſe diſpenſations were 
to prepare the way for his coming.” God wrought 
ſalvation for the ſouls. of men through all that 
ſpace of time, though the number was very ſmall to 
what it was afterwards ; and all this ſalvation was, as 
it were, by way of anticipation. All the ſouls that 
were ſaved before Chriſt came, were wy as it were the 
earneſts of the future harveſt. . 

God wrought many leſſer falvations and deliverance 
for his church and people before Chriſt came. Theſe 
ſalvations were all but ſo many images and forerunners 
of the great ſalvation Chriſt was to work out when he 
ſhould come, God revealed himſelf of old, from timo 


*. 
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The church during that | e of time enjoyed the light 
of divine revelation, or God's word. They had in a 
degree the light of the goſpel. But all theſe revela - 
tions were only ſo many forerunners and earneſts of the 
great light that he ſhould bring who came to be the 
licht of the world. That whole ſpace of time was as 
it were the time of night, wherein the church of God 
was not indeed wholly without light: but it was like 
the light of che moon and ſtars that we have in the 
night; a dim light in compariſon of the light of the 
ſun, and mixed with a great deal of darkneſs. It had 
no glory, by reaſon of the glory that excelleth, 2 Cor, 
iii. 10. The church had indeed the light of the ſun, 
but it was only as reflected from the moon and ſtars, 
The church all that while was a minor. This the a- 
poſtle evidently teaches in Gal. iv. 1. 2. 3. Now I ſay, 
* that the heir as long as he is a child, differeth no- 

thing from a ſervant, though he be lord of all; but 
e js under tutors and governors, until the time ap- 
t pointed of the father. Even ſa we, when we were 
2 children, were in bondage under the elements of _s 


« world.” 


Bur hare, for the greater « Abe and diſtinctneſo, 


I would ſubdivide this period from the fall of man to 


the 8 Chriſts into fix leſſer periods, or parts} 


- 1ſt, extending from the Fall to the flood ; the 
2d, from thence to the calling of Abraham; — on 
3d, from thence to Moles ;,— the | | 
| 4th, from thence to David the , 
5th, from David to the captivity into Babylon 3 * 

and the 80 a 
6th, from thence to the i incarnation of Chriſt, 


% | 
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| From the fel to the flood 


BE was a period fartheſt of all diſtant from 


Chriſt's incarnation; yet then this great work 
was 5 to be carried on; then was this glorious 
* building 
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building begun, that will not be*finiſhed till the end of 
the world, as I would now ſhow you an AHF to "on 
purpoſe 1 would obſerve, 
I. As ſoon as ever man fell, Chriſt entered on his 
mediatorial work: Then it was that Chriſt firſt took 
on him the work and office of a mediator. ' He had un- 
dertaken it before the world was made. He ſtood en- 
gaged with the Father to appear as man's mediator, and 
to take on) that office when there ſhould be occaſion, 
from all eternity, But now the time was come. When 
man fell, then the occaſion came; and then Chriſt im- 
mediately, without further delay, entered on his work, 
and took on him that oſſice that he had ſtood engaged 
to take on him from eternity. As ſoon as ever man 
fell, Chriſt the eternal Son of God clothed himſelf 
vvith the mediatorial character, and therein preſented 
himſelf before che Father. He immediately ſtepped in 
between an holy, infinite, offended Majeſty, and of- 
fending | mankind ; and was accepted in his interpoſi- 
tion; and fo wrath was prevented from going forth in 
the full execution of that amazing curſe that man had 
brought on himſelf. | 
It is manifeſt that Chriſt began to exerciſe the office 
of mediator between God and man as ſoon as ever man 
Fell, becauſe merey began to he exerciſed towards man 
immediately. There was mercy in the forbearance of 
God, that he did not deſtroy him, as he did the angels 
when they fell. But there is no mercy exerciſed toward 
fallen man but through a mediator, If God had not 
in mercy reſtrained Satan, he would immediately haye 
ſcized on his prey. Chriſt began to do the part of an 
interceſſor for man as ſoon as he fell. There is no 
- mercy exerciſed towards man but what is obtained. 
through Chriſt's interceſſion : ſo- that now Chriſt was 
entered on his work that he was to continue in through- 
out all ages of the world. From that day forward 
Chriſt took on him the care of the church of the Dry 
he took on him the care of fallen man in the exerciſe 
of all his offices; he undertook thenceforward to 
teach mankind in the exerciſe of his prophetical office ; 
and alſo to intercede for fallen man in his prieſtly of- 
tice ; and he took on him, as it were, the care and bur- 


oy gen of the government of the church, and of the 
world 


* 
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vorld of mankind, from this day forward. He from 
that time took upon. him the care of the defence of his 
elect church from all their enemies. When Satan, the 
nd enemy, had conquered and overthrown man, the 
buſineſs of refiſting and conquering him was committed 
to Chriſt. - He thenceforward undertook to manage 
that ſubtle powerful adverſary: He was then appointed 
the Captain of the Lord's hoſts, and the Captain of 
their ſalvation, and always acted as ſuch thencefor-. 
ward: and ſo he appeared from time to time, and he 
will continue to act as ſuch to the end of the world. 
Henceforward this lower world, with all its concerns, 
was, as it were, devolved upon the Son of God: for 
when man had ſinned, God the Father would have no 
more to do with man immediately; he would no more 
have any immediate concern with this world of man- 
kind, that had apoſtatized from and rebelled agaiaſt 
him. He would henceforward have rio concern with 
man, but only through a mediator; either in teaching 
den. or in governing or beſtowing any benefits on 
m. , ' - 


God did from time to time towards his church and pco- 
ple, and what he ſaid to them, and how he revealed 
himſelf to them, we are to underſtand it eſpecially of 
the ſecond perſon of the Trinity. When we read of 
God's appearing after the fall, from time to time, in 


ſome viſible form or outward ſymbol of his preſence, *' 


we are ordinarily, if not univerſally, to underſtand it 
of the ſecond-perſon of the Trinity : which may be ar- 
gued from John i, 18. No man hath ſeen God at any 
time; the only begotton Son, which is in the boſom 
te of the Father, he hath declared him.“ He is there- 
fore called * the image of the inviſible God,” Col. i. 


15.3 intimating, that though God the Father be invis - 
ſible; ' yet Chriſt is his image or repreſentation, by 


which he is ſeen, or by which the church of God hath 
often had a repreſentation of him, that is not inviſible; 
and in particular that. Chriſt has after appeared in an 
human form. | | 


” * 


Yea not only was this lower world devolved on Chriſt, 
that he might have the care and government of it, and 
order it agreeably to his a" ot xedemption, but alſo 

x . 8 | in 


And therefore, when we tead in fatred hiſtory what 


- 
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in ſome reſpect the whole univerſe. | The angels from 
tb at time were committed to him, to be ſubject to him 
in his mediatorial office, to be miniſtring ſpirits to him 
in this alfair; and accordingly were ſo from this time 
forward, as is manifeſt by the ſcripture-hiſtory, where- 
in we have accounts from time to time of their acting 
2 miniſtring ſpirits in the affairs of the church of 
: riſt. 15 nen "ns n +4 of $514 
And therefore we may ſuppoſe, that; immediately on 
the fall of man, it was made known in heaven among 
the angels, that God had a deſign of redemption with 
reſpect to fallen man, and that Chriſt had now ta- 
ken upon him the office and work of a mediator be- 
tween God and man, that they might know their buſi- 
neſs henceforward, which was to be ſubſervient to 
Chriſt in this office. And as Chriſt, in this office, has 
fince that, as God - man and Mediator, been ſolemnly 
exalted and inſtalled the King of heaven, and is thence- 
forward as God - man, Mediator, the Light, and as it 
were, the Sun of heaven, agreeable to Rev. xxi. 23. 
„ And the city had no nced of the fun, neither of the 
„ moon, 10 thine it; for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof ;” ſo this 
revelation that was made in heaven among the angels, 
of Chriſt's now having taken on him the office of a. 
mediator between God and man, was as it were the 
firſt dawning of this light in heaven. When Chriſt 
aſcended into heaven after his paſſion, and was ſolemn- 
ly inſtalled in the throne as King of heaven, then this 
un roſe in heaven, even the Lamb that is the light of 
the new Jeruſalem, But the light began to dawn im- 
mediately after the fall. 1068 | 
II. Preſently upon this the goſpel was firſt reveal - 
ed on earth, in theſe words, Gen iii. 15.“ And 1 
© will put enmity between” thee and the woman, and 
©< betwren thy feed and her ſeed: it ſhall bruiſe 
„ thy head; and thou thalt bruiſe his heel.” We 
muſt ſuppoſe, that God's intention of redeeming fallen 
maniwas firſt ſignified in heaven, before it was ſignified 
on carth, becauſe the buſineſs of the angels as miniſtring 
ſpirits of the Mediator required it; for as ſoon as ever 
Chriſt had taken on him the work of a mediator, it 
was requiſite that the angels ſhould be ready immediate» 


* 
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ly to be ſubſervient to him ip that office: ſo chat the 


light firſt dawned in heaven ; but very ſoon after the 


ſame was ſignified on earth. In thoſe; words of God 
there was an intimation of anothęr ſurety to be ap- 


light; the light of the knowledge of God, the light 
of his glory, and the lighr of his favour. But when 
man fell, all this light was at once extinguiſhed, and 
the world reduced back again to total darkneſs; a worſe 


darkneſs than that which was in the beginning of the 


world, that we read df Gen. i. 2. And the eartli 


„ was without form, and void, and darkneſs was upon 


the face of the deep.” This was a darkneſs a thou- 


ſand times more remedileſs than that. Neither men 


nor angels could find out any way whereby this dark - 
neſs might be ſcattered. This darkneſs S its 


blackneſs. then, when Adam and his wife ſaw that the 


were naked, and ſewed fig-lewves; and when they 
heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the gar- 
den, and hid themſelves among the trees of the gar- 
den; and when God firſt called them to an account, 
and ſaid to Adam, What is this that thou haſt done? 
fHaſt thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded 


Au thee, that thou ſhouldſt not eat? Then we may 


ſuppoſe that their hearts were filled with ſhame and ter- 


yor, But theſe words of God, Gen. iii. 15. were the 
firſt dawning of the light of the goſpel after this dark- 


neſs. | Now - firſt: appeared ſome glimmering of light 
after this diſmal ' darkneſs, which before this was with- 
out one glimpſe of light, any beam of comfort, or any 
the leaſt hope; It was an obſcure revelation of the 
goſpel; and was not made to Adam or Eve directly, but 


it was in hat God ſaid to the ſerpent. - But yet it was 


very comprehenſive, as might be caſily ſhown, would 
it not take up too much time; g of x hat? 
Here was a certain intimation of a merciful deſign 


dy * the ſeed of the woman,” which was like the firſt 


glimmerings of the light of the fun in the eaſt when 
che day firſt dawns. This intimation of mercy was gi- 


* ven 
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ven them even before ſentence was pronounced on 
either Adam or Eve; from tenderneſs to them, to 
whom God defigned mercy, leſt they ſhould be over- 
born with a ſentence of condemnation,. without having 
any thing held forth whence they could gather any 


fy Bae of thoſe great things that were intended to be 
done by the work of redemption, is more plainly inti- 
mated here than the reſt, 'viz. God's ſubduing his ene- 
mies under the feet of his Son. This was threatened 
now, and God's deſign of this was now firſt declared, 
which was the work Chriſt had now undertaken, and 
which he ſoon began, and carried on thenceforward, 
and will perfectly accompliſh at the end of the world. 
Satan probably had triumphed greatly in the fall of 
man, as though he had defeated the deſigns of God in 
the creation of man and the world in general. But in 
theſe words God. gives him a plain intimation, that he 
ſhould not finally triumph,, but that a complete victory 
and triumph ſhould be//obtained over him by the ſeed 
of the woman. 7 alter 06.8 ad" fs 
This revelation of the goſpel in this verſe was the 
firſt thing that Chriſt did in his prophetical office. 
You may remember, that it was ſaid in the firſt of thoſe 
three propoſitions that have been mentioned, that from 
the fall of man to the incarnation of Chriſt, God was 
doing thoſe things that were preparatory to Chriſt's cos 
ming and working out redemption, and were forerun- 
ners and earneſts of it. And one of thoſe things which 
God did in this time to prepare the way for Chriſt's co- 
ming into the world, was to foretel and promiſe it, as 
he did from time to time, from age to age, till Chriſt 
came. This was the firſt| promiſe that ever was given 
of it, the firſt prediction that ever was made of it on 
earth, , | 
UI. Soon after this, the cuſtom of ſacrificing was 
2 to be a ſteady type of the ſacrifice of Chriſt 
ill he ſhould come, and, up himſelf a ſacrifice to 
God. Sacrificing was not a cuſtom firſt eſtabliſhed by 
the Levitical law of, Moſes ; for it had been a part of 
God's inſtituted whrihip long before, even from the 
beginning of God's viſible church on earth. We read _ 
of che patriarchs, Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, offer- 
178 ; 45 ing £4 
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but it appears as though Abel only cherein complied 
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Ing ſacrifice, and before them Noah, and before him 


I. And this was by divine appointment; for it 
was part of God's worſhip in his church, that was of- 


fered up in faith, and that he — — which proves 
that it was by his inſtitution; for 
of natural worſhip. The light of nature doth not 


rificing is no part 
teach men to offer up beaſts in ſacrifice to God; and 


ſeeing it was not enjoined by the law of nature, if it 


was acceptable to God, it muſt be by ſome poſitive com- 


mand or inſtitution toe God has declared his abhor- 


rence of ſuch worſhip as is taught by the precept of 
men without his inſtitution ; If. xxix. 13. Wherefore 
« the Lord ſaid, Foraſmuch as this people draw near 
, me wich their mouth, and with their lips do honour 
* me, but have removed their heart far from me, and 
« their fear towards me is taught by the precept of 
« men; therefore behold, I will proceed to do a mar- 
c“ vellous work,” &c. And ſuch worſhip as hath not 


a warrant from divine inſtitution, cannot be offered up 
in faith, becauſe faith has no foundation where there 


is no divine appointment. It cannot be offered up in 
faith of God's acceptance; for men have no warrant to 
hope for God's acceptance, in that which'is not of his 
appointment, and in that to which he hath not promi- 


ſed his acceptance: and therefore it follows, that the 


cuſtom of offering ſacrifices to God was inſtituted ſoon 


after the fall; for the ſcripture teaches us, that Abel 
offered © the firſtlings of his "flock, and of the 8 


* thereof,“ Gen. iv. 4. and that he was accepted 
God in this offering, Heb. xi. 4. And there is — 


in the ſtory that looks as though the inſtitution was firſt 75 


given then when Abel offered up that ſacrifice to God; 


with a cuſtom already eſtabliſhed. 


And it is very probable that it was inſtituted imme - 
diately after God had revealed the covenant of grace, 


in Gen. iii. 15. 3 which covenant and iſe was the 


foundation on which the cuſtom of ſacrificing: was 


built. That promiſe was the firſt ſtone that was laid to- 
wards this glorious 3 the work of redemption, 
which will? be finiſhed at 


the next ſtone which was laid upon that, was the intti- 


end of the world. And 
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"I The next thing thar-we have an 1 of after God 
had nen ſentence on the ſerpent, on the woman, 
ſkins, and elothed them; which, by . the generality of 
divings, are thought to be the ſkins of beaſts ſlain in 
ſacrifice; for, we have no account of any thing elſe 
that ſhould be the occaſion of — Powe but 
only to offer them in ſacriſice, till after ĩhe flood. Men 
were not wont to eat the fleſh of beaſts as their com- 
mon food till after the flood: The firſt food of man in 
paradiſe before the fall was the fruit of the trees of 


radiſe 3 and when he was turned out of paradiſe after 


he fall, then his food was the herb of * field : Gen. 


| 44. 18, And thou ſhalt eat of che herb of the field;” 


blood. 


The firſt graut that he had to eat fleſh as his common 
food Was after the flood: Gen. ix. 3. Every moving 
2 thing that liveth ſhall be meat for you „ eren a the 
cen herb have I given you all things.“ 80 that it 
18 is fy that theſe ſkins that Adam and Eve were elo- 
thed with, were the ſkins of their ſacrifices. God's clo- 
thing them with theſe Was a lively figure of their being 
clothed with the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. This clo- 
thing was no clothing of their own obtaining; but it was 
God that gave it them; It is ſaid, «4 God made them 
coats of ſkins, and clothed chem z * as the righte- 
ouſneſs our naked ſouls are clothed with, is not our 
righteouſneſs,: but the righteouſneſs which is of ce" 


| 1t is he only clothes the naked ſoul, 


Our firſt parents, Who were naked, were clothed 10 
che expence of life. Beaſts were ſlain, and reſigned up 
their lives a ſacrifice to God, to afford clothing to them 
to cover their nakedneſs. Sa doth Chriſt, to afford 


clothing to our naked ſouls The ſkin ſignifies the 


life: 80 Job ii. 4. © Skin for ein, yea all that a man 
hath will he give for his life ;“ 5. e. life for life. Thus 
our firſt parents were covered with ſkins of ſacrifices, 
as the tabernacle in the wilderneſs, which ſigniſied the 


church, was, when it was covered with rams ſkins died 


red, as though they were dipped in blood, to ſignify 
that Chriſt e ee was wrought out through the 
pains of under which he ſhed his precious 


wy obſerved before, that the light thatthe church 
ate enjoyed 


[ 
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enjoyed from the fall of man, till Chriſt came, was like 
the light which we enjoy in the night; not the light of 
the ſun directly, but as reflected from the moon and 


ſtars; which light did forcſhow Chriſt, the Sun of righ- 


teouſneſs that was afterwards to ariſe. This light of 
the Sun of righteouſneſs to come they had chiefly' two 


ways: one was by predictions of Chriſt to come, where- 


by his coming was foretold and promiſed ; the other 
was by types and ſhadows, whereby his coming and re- 


demption were prefigured. The firſt thing that was 


done to prepare the way for Chriſt in the former of 
theſe ways, was in that promiſe that was juſt taken no-' 
tice of in the foregoing particular; and the firſt thing 


of the latter kind, viz. of types, to foreſhow Chriſt's 
coming, was that inſtitution of ſacrifices that we are 
now upon. As that promiſe in Gen. iii. 15, was the 
firſt dawn of goſpel-light after the fall in prophecy ; ſo 
the inſtitution! of ſacrifices was the firſt hint of it in 
types. The giving of that promiſe was the firſt thing 
that was done after the fall, in this work, in Chriſt's 


prophetical office; the inſtitution of ſacrifices was the 


firſt - thing that we read of after the fall, by which e- 
ſpecially Chriſt exhibited himſelf in his prieſtly office. 


The inſtitution of ſacrifices was a great thing done 


towards preparing the way for Chriſt's coming, and 
working out redemption. For the facrifices of the 
Old Teſtament were the main of all the Old-Teſtament 
types of Chriſt and his redemption; and it tended to 
eſtabliſh in the minds of God's vifible church the ne- 


ceſſity of a propitiatory ſacrifice, in order to the Dei- 


* being ſatisfied for ſin; and ſo prepared the way for 
e reception of the glorious goſpel, chat reveals the 
great ſacrifice in the viſible church, and not only ſo, 
but through the world of mankind, For from this 
inſtitution of ſacrifices that was after the fall, all na- 
tions derived the cuſtom of ſacrificing. . For this cu- 
ſtom of offering up ſacrifices to the gods, to atone for 
their fins, was common to all nations. No nation, 
however barbarous, was found without it any where. 
This is a great evidence of the truth of the Chriſtian 
religion; for no nation, but only the Jews, could tell 
how they came by this cuſtom, or to what purpoſe it 


was to offer ſacrifices to 9 deities. The light of na- 


ure 


„ 


* * 
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ture did not teach them any ſuch thing. That did not 
teach them that the gods were hungry, and fed upon. 
the fleſh which they burnt in ſacrifice ; and yet they all 
had this cuſtom ; of which no other account can be 
given, but that they derived it from Noah, who had 
it from his anceſtors, on whom God had enjoined it as 
a type of the great ſacrifice of Chriſt. However, by 
this means all nations of the world had their minds 
ſſeſſed with this notion, that an atonement or ſacri- 
ke for fin was neceſſary; and a way was made for their 
more readily receiving the great doctrine of the goſpel 
of Chriſt, which teaches us the atonement ang ſacritice 
of Chriſt, 15 4 | 
IV. God did ſoon after the fall begin actually to ſave 
the ſouls of men through Chriſt's redemption, In this 
Chriſt, who had lately taken upon him the work of 
Mediator between God and man, did firſt begin that 
work, wherein he appeared in the exerciſe of his king- 
ly office, as in the ſacrifices he was repreſented in his 
rieſtly office, and in the firſt prediction of redemption 
y Chriſt he had appeared in the exerciſe of his pro- 
phetical office. In that prediction the light of Chriſt's 
redemption firſt began to dawn in the prophecies of it; 
in the inſtitution of ſacrifices it ſirſt began to dawn in 
the types of it; in this, viz. his beginning actually to 
ſave inen, it firſt began to dawn in the fruit of it. 
It is probable, therefore, that Adam and Eve were the 
fGrſt fruits of Chriſt's redemption ; it is probable. b 
 God's/ manner of treating them, by his comfortin 
them as he did, after their awakenings and terrors, 
They were awakened, and athamed with a ſenſe of their 
guilt, after their fall, when their eyes were opened, and 
they ſaw that they were naked, and ſewed fig- leaves tq 
cover their nakedneſs z as the ſinner, under the firſt a- 
wakenings, is wont to endeavour to hide the nakedneſs 
of his ſoul, by patching up @ righteouineſs of his own, 
Then they were further terrified and awakened, by 
hearing the voice of God, as he was coming to con- 
demn them. Their coverings of fig-leaves do not an- 
ſwer the purpoſe ; but, notwithſtanding theſe, they ran 
to hide themſelves among the trees of the garden, be- 
auſe they were naked, not daring to truſt to their fig- 
| Jeayes to hide their nakegne!s from Cod. Then they 
| ) | 2 
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were further awakened by God's calling of them to a 
ſtrict account. But while their terrors were zaiſed to 
ſuch a height; and they ſtood, as we may F poſe, 
trembling and aſtoniſhed before their judge; without 
any thing to catch hold of; whence they could gather 
any hope, then God took care to hold forth ſome en- 
couragement to them; to keep them from the dreadful 
effects of deſpair under their awakenings, by giving u 
hint of a deſign of mercy by a Saviour, even before he 

ronounced ſentence againſt them. And when after 
this he proceeded to pronounce ſentence; whereby we 
may ſuppoſe their rerrors were further raiſed; God foon 
after took care to encourage them, and to let them ſee; 
that he had not wholly caſt them off, by taking a fa- 
therly care of them in their fallen; naked, and niſe- 
rable ſtate; by making them coats of ſkins and clo- 
thing them. Which alſo manifeſted an acceptance of 
thoſe ſacrifices that they offered to God for ſin; that 
thoſe were the ſkins of, which were types of what God 
had promiſed, when he ſaid, „The ſeed of the wo- 
1% man ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head :” which promiſe; 
"np is reaſon to think, they believed and embraced. 

ve ſeems plainly to expreſs her hope in and dependence 
on that promiſe; in what {ſhe ſays at the birth of Cain, 
Gen. iv. 1. have gotten a man from the Lord” i. e. 
as God has promiſed, that my ſeed ſhould bruiſe the 
ſerpent's head z ſo row has God given me this pledge 
and token of it, that I haye a ſeed born, She plainly 
owns, that this her child was from God, and hoped 
that her promiſed ſeed was to be of this her eldeſt ſon z 
though ſhe was miſtaken, as Abraham was with reſpect 
to 1/bmael; as Jacob was with reſpect to Ejan; and as 
Samuel was with reſpect to the firſt-born of Fefſe. And 
eſpecially does what ſhe ſaid at the birth of Seth, ex- 
preſs lier hope and dependence on the promiſe of God; 
ſee ver. 27. For God hath appointed me another ſeed; 
« inſtead of Abel; whom Cain flew.” 

Thus it is exceeding probable, if not evident; that as 
Chriſt took on him the work of mediator as ſoon as 
man fell ; ſo that he now immediately began his work 
bf redemption in its effect, and that he immediately - 
encountered his great enemy the devil, whom he had 
undertaken to conquer, and reſcued thoſe two firſt 
0 | 25 D 2 | captives- 
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captives out of his hands; therein baffling him, ſoon 


after * N for the victory he had obtained over 


them, whereby he had made them his captives. And 
though he was, as it were, ſure of them and all, their 

ſterity, Chriſt the Redeemer ſoon ſhowed him, that 
be was miſtaken, and that he was able to ſubdue him, 
and deliver fallen man. He let him ſee it, in delivering 
thoſe firſt captives of his; and ſo ſoon gave him an in- 
ſtance of the fulfilment of that threatening, The 
«. ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head ;” 


and in this ihſtance a preſage of the fulfilment of one 


eat thing he had undertaken, viz. his ſubduing all 
his enemies under his feet. | | | 

After this we have another inſtance of redemption 
in one of their children, viz. in righteous Abel, as the 


. ſcripture calls him, whoſe ſoul perhaps was the firſt that 


went to heaven through Chriſt's redemption. In him 
we have at leaſt the firſt inſtance of the death of a re- 
deemed perſon that is recorded in ſcripture. If he was 
the firſt, then as the redemption of Chriſt began to 
dawn before in the ſouls of men in their converſion 
and juſtification, in him it firſt began to dawn in glori- 
fication z and in him the angels began firft to do the 
part of miniſtring ſpirits to Chriſt, in going forth to 
conduct the ſouls of the redeemed to glory. And in 
him the elect angels in heaven had the firſt opportuni- 
ty to ſee fo wonderful a thing as the ſoul of one of the 
fallen race of mankind,' that had been ſunk by the fall 
into ſuch an abyſs of ſin and miſery, brought to heaven, 
and in the enioyment of heavenly glory, which was a much 


greater thing than if they had ſeen him returned to the 


earthly paradiſe, Thus they by thk ſaw the glorious 
effect of Chriſt's redemption, in the great honour and 
happineſs that was procured for ſinful, miſerable crea- 
tures by it. | 4 44s MS 

V. The next remarkable thing that God did in the 
farther carrying on of this great affair of redemption, 
that I ſhall take notice of, was the firſt remarkable 
pouring out of the Spirit through Chriſt that ever was, 
which was in the days of Enos, This ſeems to have 
been the- next remarkable thing that was done toward 
erecting this glorious building that God had begun and 


laid the foundation of in Chriſt the Mediator. We 


f read, 
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read, Gen. iv. 26, © Then began men to call upon the 
& name of the Lord.” The meaning of., theſe words 


bas been conſiderably controverted among divines. We 
cannot ſuppoſe the meaning is, that that time was the. 
firſt that ever men performed the duty of prayer. 


Prayer is a duty of natural religion, and a duty to 
which a ſpirit of piety does moſt naturally lead men. 
Prayer is as it were the very breath of a ſpirit of piety; 
and we cannot ſuppoſe therefore, that thoſe holy men 
that had been before for · above two hundred years, had 


lived all that while without any prayer. Therefore 


ſome divines think, that the meaning is, that then men 
firſt began to perform public worſhip, or to call upon 
the name of the Lord in public aſſemblies. Whether it 


be ſo to be underſtood or no, yet ſo much muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be underſtood by it, viz. that there was ſome- 


thing new in the viſible church of God with reſpect to 
the duty of prayer, or calling upon the name of the 
Lord; that there was a great addition to the perform- 


ance of this duty; and that in ſome reſpect or other it 
was carried far beyond what it ever had been before, 


which muſt be the conſequence of a remarkable pour- 
ing out of the Spirit of God. | / 
If it was now firſt that men were ſtirred up to get 


together in aſſemblies to help and aſſiſt one another in 


ſeeking God, ſo as they never had dne before, it ar- 
gucs ſomething extraordinary as the cauſe; and could 


be from nothing but uncommon influences of God's 


Spirit. We ſce by experience, that a remarkable pour- 


ing out of God's Spirit is always attended with ſuch an 


effect, viz. a great increaſe of the performance of the 
duty of prayer. When the Spirit of God begins a 
work on mens hearts, it immediately ſets them to call - 
ing on the name of the Lord. As it was with Paul 


after the Spirit of God had laid hold of him, then the 
next news is, Behold, he prayeth !” fo it has been in 


all remarkable pourings out of the Spirit of God that 
we have any particular account of in ſcripture z' and fo 


it is foretold it will be at the great pouring out of the 


Spirit of God in the latter days. It is foretold, that it 


will be poured out as a _ of grace and ſupplica- 
tion, Zech, xii. 10. See alſo Zeph. iii. g. For then 


vill I turn to the people a pure language, chat they 
Ltur | a 
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© may all call upon the name of the Lord, to ſerve 
« him with one conſent.” A 4. 
And when it is ſaid, Then began men to call upon 

te the name of the Lord,” no more tan be intended 
by it, than that this was the firſt remarkable ſeaſon of 
this nature that ever was. It was the beginning, or the 
firſt, of fuch a kind of work of God, ſuch a pouri 
out of the Spirit of God, After ſuch 4 manner ſuc 
an expreſſion is commonly ufed in ſcripture : fo, 1 Sam. 
xiv. 35. And Saul built an altar unto the Lord; the 
„ fame was the firſt altar that he built unto the 
% Lord.” In the Hebrew it is, as you may ſee in the 
margin, * that altar he began to build unto the Lord.“ 
Heb. ii. 3; © How ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo 
be 7 ſalvation, which firſt began to be ſpoken by the 


Lord?“ | 825 

it may here be obſerved, that from the fall of man; 
to this day wherein we live, the work of redemption in 
its effect has mainly been carried on by remarkable 
pourings out of the Spirit of God. Though there be 
a more conſtant influence of God's Spirit always in 
ſome degree attending his ordinances ; yet the way in 
which the greateſt things have been done towards carry- 
ing on this work, always has been by remarkable pour- 
ings out of the Spirit at ſpecial ſeaſons of mercy, as 
may fully appear hereafter in our further proſecution of 
the ſubject we are upon. And this pouring out of the 
Spirit in the days of Fnos, was the firſt remarkable 
pouring out of the Spirit of God that ever was, There 
had been a ſaving work of God on. the hearts of ſome 
before; but now God was pleaſed to grant a more 
large cffufion of his Spirit, for the bringing in an har- 
veſt of ſouls to Chriſt ; ſo that in this we ſee that great 
building that is the ſubject of our preſent diſcourſe, 
which God laid the foundation of rr after 
the fall of man, carried on further, and built higher, 
than ever it had been before. | 

VI. The next thing I ſhall take notice of, is the emi- 
nently holy life of Enoch, who we have reaſon to think 
was a ſaint of greater eminency than any ever had been 
before him; ſo that in this reſpect the work of res 
demption was carried on to a greater _ than ever 
it had been before. With reſpect to its a” 


and the deſtroying of his enemies. 
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ſible church in r we obſerved juſt now how it 
was carried hig r in the days of Enes than ever it had 
been before. obably Enoch was one of the ſaints of 
that harveſt; for he lived all the days that he did live 
on earth, in the days of Enos. And with reſpect to 
the degree to which this work was carried in the foul 
of a particular perſon, jt was raiſed to a greater height 
in Enoch than ever before. His ſoul, as it was built 
on Chriſt, was built up in holineſs to a greater height 
than there had been any inſtance of before, He was a 
wonderful inſtance of Chriſt's redemption, and the ef- 

ficacy of his grace. | 5 #4] 
VII. In Enoch's time, God did more expreſsly reveal 
the coming of Chriſt than he had done before, in the 
prophecy of Enoch that we have an account of in the 
14th and 15th verſes of the epiſtle af Jude: And E- 
* noch alſo, the ſeventh from Adam, propheſied of 
„ theſe, ſaying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten 
«. thouſand” of his ſaints, to execute judgement upon 
* all, and to convince all that are ungodly among 
them, of their ungodly deeds which they have un- 
« godly committed, and of all their hard ſpeeches 
* which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againſt him.” 
Here Enoch propheſies of the coming — Chriſt. It 
does not ſeem to be confined to any particular coming 
of Chriſt ; but it has reſpe& in general to Chriſt's co» 
ming in his kingdom, and is fulfilled in a degree in 
both the firſt and ſecond coming of Chriſt ; and in- 
deed in every remarkable manifeſtation Chriſt has made 
of himſelf in the world, for the ſaving of his people, 
| It is very pa- 
rallel in this reſpect with many other propheties of the 
coming of Chriſt, chat were given under the Old Te- 
ſtament; and, in particular, it ſeems to be parallel 
with that great prophecy of Chriſt's coming in his 

kingdom that we have in the 7th chapter — Daniel, 
whence the Jews principally took their notion of the 
kingdom of heaven. See ver. 10. © A fiery ſtream iſſued. 
* and came forth from before him: thouſand thou- 
© ſands miniſtred unto him, and ten thouſand times ten 
'* thouſand ſtood before him: the judgement was ſet, 
and the books were opened.” And ver. 13. 4. I 
** ſaw in the night-viſions, and behold, one like — 
1 e « ſon 
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e fon of man, came with the clouds of heaven, and 
* came to the ancient of days, and they brought him 
“ near before him. And there was given him domi- 
nion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, na- 


N 


tions, and languages, ſhould ſerve him: his domi- 
nion is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall not paſs 
« away, and his kingdom that which ſhall not be de- 
* ſtroyed.” And though it is not unlikely that Enoch 
might have a more immediate reſpect in this prophecy 
to the approaching deſtruction of the old world by the 
flood, which was a remarkable reſemblance of Chriſt's 
deſtruction of all his enemies at his ſecond coming, yet 
it doubtleſs looked beyond the type to the antetype. 

And as this prophecy of Chriſt's coming is more ex- 
preſs than any had been before; ſo it is an inſtance of 
the inereaſe of that goſpel-light that began to dawn 

ſently after the fall of man; and is an inſtance of 
that _ that is the ſubject of our preſent diſcourſe, 
being yet further carried on, and built up higher than 
it had been before. 8 77 5.5 r 
And here, by the way, I would obſerve, that the in- 
ereaſe of goſpel-light, and the carrying on the work of 


redemption, as it reſpects the elect church in 2 


from the firſt erecting of the church to the end of the 
world, is very much after the ſame manner as the car- 
rying on of the ſame work and the ſame light in a 
articular ſoul, from the time of its converſion, till it 
perfected and crowned in glory: The work in a par- 
ticular ſoul has its ups and downs; ſometimes the 
light ſhines brighter, and ſometimes it is a dark time; 
fometimes grace ſeems to prevail, at other times it 
ſeems to languiſh for à great while together, and cor- 
ruption prevails, and then grace revives again, But in 
general, grace is growing: from its firſt infuſion, till it 
is perfected in glory, the kingdom of Chriſt is building 
up in the ſoul. 5.55 | 
So it is with reſpe& to the great affair in. general, as 
it relates to the univerſal ſubject of it, as it is carried 
on from the firſt beginning of it after the fall, till it is 
perfected at the end of the world, as will more full 
appear by a particular view of this affair from begin- 
ning to end, in the proſecution of this pes. if God 
ive o unity to carry it through as I propole. 
Nan * roi. The 
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VIII. The next remarkable thing towards carrying 
on this work, that we have an account of in ſcripture, 
is, the tranſlation of Enoch into heaven. The account 
we have of it is in Gen. v. 24. And Enoch walked © 
« with God; and he was not; for God took him.“ 

Here Moſes, in giving an account of the genealogy. of 
thoſe that were of th: line of Maß, does not ſay con- 
cerning Enoth, he lived ſo long and he died, as he does 
of the reſt; but, e was not, for God took him; i. e. 
he tranſlated him; in body and ſoul carried him to 
heaven without dying, as it js explained in Heb. xi. 5. 
© By faith Enoch was tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee 
« death.” By this wonderful work of God, the work 
of redemption was carried to a greater height in ſeveral. 
reſpects, than it had been before. | b 

You may remember, that when I was ſhowing 
what were the great things that God aimed at ia. 
the work of redemption, or what the main things 
were that he intended to bring to paſs ; I among 
other things mentioned (p. 12.) the perfect reftoring- 
the ruins of the fall with reſpect to the elect, and re- 
ſtoring man from that deſtruction that he had brought 
on himſelf,” both in ſoul and body. Now this tranila- 
tion of Enoch was the firlt inſtance that ever was of re- 
ſtoring the ruins of the fall with reſpect to the body: 
There had been many inſtances of reſtoring the ſoul 
of man by Chriſt's redemption; but none of redeeming. 
and actually ſaving the body till now. All the bodies. 
of the elect are to be ſaved as well as their ſouls. At 
the end of the world, all the bodies of the ſaints ſhall, 
actually be redeemed ; thoſe that then ſhall have been 
dead, by a reſurrection; and others, that then ſhall be 
living, by cauſing them to paſs under a glorious 
change. There was a number of the bodies of 
ſaints raiſed and glorified, at the reſurrection and aſ- 
cenſion of Chriſt; and before that there was an in- 


3 


as W ſtance of a body glorified in Elijah. But the firſt in- 
** ſtance of all was this of Enoch, that we are now ſpeak - 

t i ing of. | . 1 | 

ally And the work of redemption by this was carried on 
= further than ever it had been before; as, by this won- 
od derful work of God, there was a great increaſe of go- 


ſpel- light to the church of God, in this reſpect, that 
8 ä . hereby 
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hereby the church had a clearer manifeſtation.of a fu- 
ture ſtate, and of the glocious reward of the ſaints in 
heaven. We are told, 2 Tim. i. 10. That life and 
« immortality are brought to light by the goſpel.” And 
the more of this is brought to light, the more clearly 
docs the light ſhine in that reſpect. What was ſaid in 
the Old Teſtament of a future ſtate, is very obſcure, in 


. compariſon wich the more full, plain, and abundant 


revelation given of it in the New. But yet even in 
. thoſe early days, the church of God, in this inſtance, 
was favoured with an inſtance of it ſet before their 
eyes, in that one of their brethren was actually taken 
up to heaven without dying; which we have all reaſon 

to think the church of God knew then, as they after- . 
wards knew Elijah's tranſlation. And as this was a 
clearer manifeſtation of a future ſtate than the church 
had had before, ſo it was a pledge or earneſt of that 
future gloriſication of all the ſaints which God intend- 
cd through the redemption of Jeſus Chriſt, 

IX. The next thing that I ſhall obſerve, was the up- 
holding the church of God in the family of which 
Chriſt was to proceed, in the time of that great and 
general defection of the world of mankind that was 
before the flood. The church of God, in all probabili- 
0 was ſmall, in compariſon with the reſt of 1 world, 
rom the beginning of the time that mankind firſt be- 
gan to multiply on the face of the earth, or from the 
time of Cain's defection, and departing from among the 
people of God; the time we read of, Gen. iv. 16. 
„ Whel Cain went out from the preſence of the Lord, 
„ and dwelt in the land of N;“ which being inter- 
preted, is the land of baniſhment: I ſay, from this time 
of Cain's departure and ſeparation from the chprch of 
God, it is probable that the church of God was ſmall 
in compariſon with the reſt of the world. The church 
ſcems to have bcen kept up chiefly in the poſterity of 
Seth; for this was the ſeed that God appointed inſtead 
of Abel, whom Cain flew, But we cannot reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, that Sts poſterity were one fiftieth part of 
the world: “ For Adam was one hundred and thir- 
«« ty years old when Seth was born.” But Cain, who 
ſeems to have been the ringleader of thoſe that were 
not of the church, was Adam's eldeſt child, * 

| | any 


To 
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bably was born ſoon after the fall, which doubtleſs was 
ſoon after Adam's creation; ſo that there was time for 
Cain to have many ſons before Seth was born, and be- 
ſides many other children, that probably Adam and Eve 
had before this time, agreeably to God's bleſſing that 
he gave them, when he ſaid, Be fruitful, and multi- 
« ply, and repleniſh the earth :” and many of theſe | 
children might have children. The ſtory. of Cain be- 
fore Seth was born, ſeems to re;.:eſent as though there 
were great numbers of men on the carth : Gen. iv. 14. 
15, © Behold, thou haſt driven me out this, day from 
&« the face of the earth: and from thy face ſhall I be hid, 
and I ſhall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth 
*« and it ſhall come to paſs, that every one that find - 
« eth me ſhall flay me. And the Lord ſaid unto him, 
Therefore whoſoever flayeth Cain, vengeance, ſhall 
& be taken on him ſeven-fold, And, the Lord ſet 
%% a' mark upon Cain, leſt any finding him ſhould 
« kill him.” And all thoſe that were then in being 
when S21h was born, muſt be ſuppoſed then to ſtand in 
equal capacity of 1 their poſterity with him; 
and therefore, as I ſaid before, Seth's poſterity were: 
but a ſmall part of the inhabitants of the world. WP 
But after the days of Envs. and Enoch, (for Enoch was 
tranſlated before Enos died); I ſay, after their days, the 
church of God greatly diminiſhed, in proportion. as 
multitudes that were of the line of Seth, and had been 
born in the church of God, fell away, and joined with 
the wicked world, principally by means of iatermar- 
riages with them; as Gen. vi. 1. 2. & 4. And it came 
„to paſs, when men began to multiply on the face of 
& the earth, and daughters were born unto them, that 
* the ſons of God ſaw the daughters of men, that t 
“ were fair; and they took them wives of all which” 
e they choſe, — There were giants in the carth in 
« thoſe days; and alſo after that, when the ſons of 
« God came in unto the daughters of men, and they 
bare children to them, the ſame became mighty men, 
* which were of old men of renown.” By the /ons of 
God here, are doubtleſs meant the children of the 
church. It is a denomination often given them in 
{cripture. . They intermarried with the wicked world, 
and ſo had their hearts led away from God; and there 
| 2 E 2 | way 
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was a great and continual defection from the church. 
And the church of God, that uſed to be a reſtraint on 
the wicked world, diminiſhed exceedingly, and ſo wic- 
kedneſs went on without reſtraint. And Satan, that 
old ſerpent the devil, that tempted our firſt parents, 
and, ſet up himſelf as God of this world, raged ex- 
ceedingly 3 and every imagination of the thoughts of 
man's heart was only evil continually, and the earth 
was filled with violence. It ſeemed to be deluged with 
wickedneſs now, as it was with water afterwards : and 
mankind in general were drowned in this deluge ; al- 
moſt all were ſwallowed up in it. Apd, now Satan 
made a moſt violent and potent attempt to ſwallow up 
the church of God; and had almoſt done it. But yet 
Bod reſtored it in the midſt of all this flood of wicked- 
neſs and violence. He kept it up in that line of which 
_ Chriſt was to proceed. He would not ſuffer it to be 
deſtroyed, for a blefling was in it. The Lord the Re- 
deemer was in this branch of mankind, and was after- 
wards to proceed from it. "There was a particular fa- 
mily that was a root in which the great Redeemer of the 
world was, and whence the branch of righteouſneſs 
was afterwards to ſhoot forth. And therefore, however 
the branches were lopped off, and the tree ſeemed to be 
deſtroyed ; yet God, in the midit of all this, . alive 
this root, by his wonderful redeeming power and grace, 
ſio that the gates of hell could not prevail againſt it. 
Thus I have ſhown how God carried on the great 
affair of redemption ; how the building went on that 
God 1 — after the fall, during this firſt period of the 
times of the Old Teſtament, viz. from the fall of man, 
til! God brought the flood on the earth. And I would 
take notice upon it, that ou the hiſtory which Mo. 
fes gives of the great works of God dyring that ſpace 
be way ſhort ; yet it is exceeding comprehenſive and 

inſtructive. And it may alſo be profitable for us here 
to obſerve, the efficacy of that purchaſe of redemption 


that had ſuch great effects even in the old world ſa 


many ages before Chriſt appeared himſelf to purchaſe 
redemption, that his blood ſhould have ſpch great effi; 
£acy fo long before it was ſhed, - 95 
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PROCEED now to ſhow how the ſame work was car» 
ried on through the ſecond period of the Old Teſta» 
ment, that from the beginning of the flood till the calling 
of Abraham : for though that mighty, - overflowing, 
univerſal deluge. of waters overthrew the world; yet it 
did not overthrow this building of God, the work of 
redemption. But this went on yet; and inſtead of be - 
ing overthrown, continued to be built up, and was car- 
ried on to a further preparation for the great Saviour's 
coming into the world, and working out redemption 
for his people. And here, vi W n 

I. The flood itſelf was a work of God that belonged | 
to this great affair, and tended to promote it. All the 'F 
great and * works of God from the fall of man 
to the end of the world, are reducible to this work, 
and, if ſeen in a right view of them, will appear as 
parts of it, and ſo many ſteps that God has taken in 
order to it, or as carrying it on; and doubtleſs ſo 
great a work, ſq remarkable and univerſal a cataſtrophe, 
as the deluge was, cannot be excepted. It was a wor -" 
that God . wrought in order to it, as thereby God re- 
moved out of the way the enemies and obſtacles of it, | 
that were ready to overthrow it. 4a 1 | 

Satan ſeems to have been in a dreadful rage juſt be- 
fore the flood, and his rage then doubtleſs was, as it 
always has been, chiefly againſt the church af God to 
overthrow it; and he had filled the earth with violence 

and rage againſt it. He had drawn over almoſt all the 
world to be om his fide, and they liſted under his banner 
againſt Chriſt and his church. We read, that the earth 
« was filled with violence;“ and doubtleſs that violence 

was chiefly againſt the church, in fulfilment of what 
was foretold, I will put enmity between thy ſeed and her 
feed. And their enmity and violence was ſo great, and 
the enemies of the church ſo numerous, the whole. 
world being againſt the church, that it was come to 
the laſt extremity, - Noah's reproofs, and his preach- 


mg 
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ing of righteouſneſs, were utterly diſregarded. God's 
ſpirit had ſtriven with them an hundred and twenty 
years, and all in vain; and tlie church was almoſt 
ſwallowed up. It ſeems to have been reduced to ſo nar- 
row limits, as to be conſined to one family. And there 
was no proſpect of any thing elſe but of their totall 
fwallowing up the church, and that in a very little 
time ; and ſo wholly deitroying that ſmall root that had 
the bleſſing in it, or whence the Redeemer was to pro- 
ceed: ? X | pi | | 
And therefore, God's deſtroying thoſe enemies of 
the church by the flood, belongs to this affair of re- 


demption: for it was one thing that was done in fulfil- 


ment of the covenant of grace, as it was revealed to 
Adam: I will put enmity between thee and the wo- 
„man, and between thy ſeed and her ſeed; it ſhall 
*« bruiſe thy head.” This deſtruction was only a de- 
ſtruction of the ſeed of the ſerpent in the midſt of their 
moſt violent rage againſt the ſced of the woman, and 
ſo delivering the ſecd of the woman from them, when 
in utmoſt peril by them. | 
Me read of ſcarce any great deſtruction of nations 
any where in Scripture, but that one main reaſon given 
for it is, their enmity and injuries againſt! God's 


church; and doubtleſs this was one main reaſon of the 
deſtruction of all nations by the flood. The giants / 
that were in thoſe days, in all likelihood, got them-_ 


| ſelves their/renown by their great exploits againſt Hea- 
ven, and againſt Chriſt and his church, the remaining 
ſons of God that had not corrupted themſelves. 

We read, that juſt before the world ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed by fire, the nations that are in the four quarters of 
the earth, ſhall gather together againſt the church as 
the ſand of the ſea, and ſhall go vp on the breadth of 
the earth, and compaſs the camp of the ſaints about, 
and the beloved city; and then fire ſhall come down 
from God out of heaven, and devour them, Rev. xx, 


8. 9. And it ſeems as though there was that which was 


very parallel to it, juit before the world was deſtroygd 
by water. And therefore their deſtruction was a work. 
of God that did as much belong to the work of re- 
demption, as the deſtruction of the Egyptians belonged 
to the redemption of the children of Iſrael out of R- 
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gypt, or as the deſtruction of Sennacherib's mighty ar- 
my, that had compaſſed about Jeruſalem to deltroy it, 
belonged to God's redemption of that city from them. 

By means of this flood, all the enemies of God's 
church, againſt whom thay little handful - had no 
ſtrength, were ſwept off at once. God took their part, 
and appeared for them againſt their enemies, and 
drowned thoſe of whom they had been afraid in the 
flood of water, as he drowned the enemies of Iſrael 
that purſued them in the Red ſea. 

Indeed God could have taken other methods to deli 
ver his church: he could have converted all the world 
inſtead of drowning it; and ſo he could have taken an- 
other method than drowning the Egyptians in the Red 
ſea. But that is no argument, that the method that he 
did take, was not a method tg ſhow his, redecming ! 
mercy 40 them. | 

By the wicked world's * 1 the wicked, 5 
the enemies of God's people, Were diſpoſſeſſed of the 
carth, and the whole earth given to Noah and his fa- 
mily to poſſeſs. in quiet; as God made room for the 
Iſcaelites in Canaan, by caſting out their enemies from 
before them. And God's thus taking the poſſeſſion. of 
the enemies of the church, and giving it all to: his 
church, was agreeable to that promiſe of the covenant. 
of grace: Pfal. xxxvii. 9. 10. 11. For evil doers ſhall 
n be cut off: but thoſe that wait upon the Lord, they 
„ ſhall inherit the carth. For yet a little while and the 
« wicked ſhall not be: yea, thou ſhalt diligently conſi- 
“ der his place, and it ſhall not be. But the meek ſhall 
inherit the carth, and ſhall delight themſelves i in the 
* abundance of. peace,” 

II. Another thing here beloaging to the ſame work, | 
was God's ſo wonderfully preſerving that family of 
which the Redeemer was to proceed, when all the reſt * 
of the world was drowned. God's drowning the 
world, and ſaving Maß and his family, both were 
works reducible to this great work. The ſaving Ne 
and his family belonged to it two ways. As that fami- 
ly was the family. of which the Redeemer was to pro- 
ceed, and as that family was the church that he had 
redetmied, it was the myſtical body of Chriſt that was 
there ſaved. The manner of God's ſaving thoſe per- 


ons, 
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ſons, when all the world beſides was ſo overthrown” 
was very wonderful and remarkable. It was a wander 
ful and remarkable type of the redemption of Chriſt; 
of that redemption that is ſcaled by the baptiſm of wa- 
tery and is fo ſpoken of in the New Teſtament, as 1 Pet: / 
Jit, 20. 21. * Which ſometime were diſobedient, when 
te once the long-ſuffecing of God waited in the days of 
a « Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, 
40 that is eight ſouls, were ſaved by water. The like 
te figure whereunto, even baptiſm, doth alſs now ſaye' 
“ us, (not the puny nay of the filth of the fleſh, 
„ but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God); 
% by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt.” | That water 
that waſhed away the filth of the world, that cleared 
the world of wicked men, was a type of the blood of 
Chriit, that takes away the fin of the world. That 
water that delivered Noah and his ſons from their ene- | 
mies, is a type of the blood that delivers God's church | 
from their ſins, their worſt enemies. That water that | 
was ſo plentiful and abundant, that it filled the world; 
2 and reached above the tops of the higheſt mountains, 
” was a type of that blood, the ſufficiency of which is 
| 3 ſo abundant, that it is ſufficient for the whole world; 
i ſufficient to bury the higheſt mountains of fin. The 
| ark, that was the refuge and hiding - place of the church 
in this time of ſtorm and flood, was a type of Chriſt; 
| the true hiding-place of the church from the ſtorms 
_—_— and floods of God's wrath. F 
3d III. The next thing I would obſerve is, the new 
e of the earth God made to Noah and his family 
| ediately after the flood, as founded on the cove- 
nat of grace. The ſacrifice of Chriſt was repreſented 
by Noah's building an altar to the Lord, and offering a 
ſacrifice of every clean beaſt, and every. clean fowl, 
And we have an account of God's accepting this ſacri- 
fice : and thereupon he blefſed Noah, and eſtabliſhed 
his covenant with him, and with his ſeed, promiſing 
*  togeſtroy the earth in like manner no more; fignifys 
Ing how that it is by the ſacrifice of Chriſt that God's 
favour is obtained, and his people are in ſafety from 
God's deſtroying judgements, and do obtain the blef- 
2 ſing of the Lord. And God now, on occaſion of this 
ſacrifice that Noah offered to God, gives him and his 
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poſterity a new grant of the earth; a new power of do- 
minion over the creatures, as founded on that ſacrifice, 
and ſo founded on the covenant of grace. And ſo it is 
to be looked upon as a diverſe grant from that which 
was made to Adam, that we have, Gen, i. 28.-* And 
« God blefſed them, and God ſaid unto them, Be fruit- 
„ful, and multiply, and repleniſh the earth, and ſub- - 
« due it; and have dominion over the fiſh of the ſea; 
« and oyer the fowl of the air, and over every living 
& thing that moveth upon the earth.” Which grant 
was not founded on the covenant of grace; for it was 
given to Adam while he was under the covenant of 


works, and therefore was antiquated when that cove- 


nant ceaſed, The firſt grant of the earth to Adam was 


founded on the. firſt covenant; and therefore, when 


that firſt covenant was broken, the right conveyed to 
him by that firſt covenant was forfeited and loft, And 
hence it came to pals, that. the earth was taken away 
from mankind by the flood: for the firſt grant was for- 
feited ; and God had never made another after that, till 


after the flood. If the firſt covenant had not been bro- 


ken, God never would have drowned the world, and ſo 


have taken it away from mankind : for then the firlt 


t made to mankind would have ſtood good, But 
that was broken; and fo God, after a while, deſtroyed 
the earth, when the wickedneſs of man was great. 

But after the flood, on Noah's offering a ſacrifice that 


repreſented the ſacrifice of Chriſt, God, in ſmelling a 


ſweet ſavour, or accepting that ſacrifice, as it was a re- 
reſentation of the true ſacrifice of Chriſt, which is a 
weet favour indeed to God, he gives Noah a new 
of the earth, founded on that ſacrifice of Chriſt, or that 
covenant of grace which is by that ſacrifice of Chriſt, 
with a promile annexed, that now the earth ſhould no 
more be deſtroyed, till the conſummation. of all things z 
as you may ſee in Gen. viii. 20. 21. 22. and chap. ix. 1. 
2« 3s 7: e reaſon why ſuch a promiſe, that God 
would no more deſtroy the earth, was added to this 
grant made to Noah, and not to that made to Adam, 
was becauſe this was founded on the covenant of grace, 
of which Chriſt was the ſurety, and therefore — | 
not be broken. And therefore it comes to paſs” now, 


and 


that though the RY man has dreadfully raged, | 


+4 
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and the earth has been filled with violence and wicked- 
- neſs thouſands of times, and one age after another, and 
much more dreadful and aggravated wickedneſs th 
' the world was full of before the flood, being againſt ſo 
much greater light and mercy 3 eſpecially in theſe days 
of the goſpel : yet God's patience holds out; God doe; 
not deſtroy the earth ; his mercy and forbearance abides 
according to his promiſe ; and his grant eſtabliſhed with 
Noah and his ſans abides firm and good, being founded 
on the covenant of grace. re 
IV. On this God renews with Noah and his ſons the 
covenant of grace, Gen. ix. 9. 10. © And I, behold, I 
cc eſtabliſh my coyenant with you, and with your feed af- 
ce tex you, and with eycry living creature that is with you,” 


| &c.; which was the covenant of Pere; which even 


the brute creation have this benefit of, that it ſhall never 
5 deſtroyed again until the conſummation of all things, 
hen we have this expreſſion in ſcripture, my covenant 
it commonly is to pe underſtood of the covenant of 
grace, The manner of expreſſion, ** I will eſtabliſh m 
covyenant with you, and with your ſeed after you, 
ſhews plainly, that it was a covenant already in being, 
that had been made already, and that Noah would un- 


derſtand what coyenant it was by that denomination, 


viz, the covenant of grace, g 
V. God's diſappointing the deſign of byilding the city 


and tower of Babel. This work of God belongs to the great 


work of redemption. For that building was undertaken 
in oppoſition to this great building of God that we are 
ſpeaking of. Mens going about to build ſuch a city and 
tower was an effect of the corruption that mankind 
were now ſoon fallen into. This city and tower was ſet 
up in oppoſition to the city of God, as the god that 
built it to, was their pride. Being ſunk into a diſpoſt- 
tion to forſake the true God, the firſt idol they ſet up 
in his room, was themſelves, their own glory and fame, 
And as this city and tower had their foundation laid in 
the pride and vanity of men, and the hayghtineſs of 
their minds, ſo it was built on a foundation exceedingly 
e to the nature of the foundation of the king- 
dom of Chriſt, ayd his redeemed city, which has its 


Foundation laid in humility, | 5 
Therefore God ſay that it tended to fruſtrate the de- 
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of that great building that was founded, not in the 

— . of men, but Ch iſt's blood: and therefore 
the thing that they did diſpleaſed the Lord, and he 
baffled and confounded the deſign, and did hot ſuffer 
them to bring it to perfection; as God will fruſtrate 
and confound all other buildings, that are ſet up in op- 
poſition to the great buildin oft the work of redemption. 
In the ſecond Me of Iſaiah, where the prophet 
is ring gs etting up the kingdom of Cheiſt in 
the world, oretells how God will, in order to it, 
bring down the haughtineſs of men, and how the day 
of the Lord ſhall be on every high tower, atid upon eve- 
ry fenced wall, &c. Chriſt's kingdom is eſtabliſhed, by 


bringing down every high thing to make way for it, 


2 Cor. X. 4. 5. For the weapons of -our. warfare are. 
% mighty through God to the pulling down of ſtrong 
« holds, caſting down imaginations, and every. high 
% thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of 
i God.” What is done in a particular ſoul, to make 


way for the ug up of Chriſt's kingdom, is to deſtroy 


Babel in that ſoul. , > Yor | 3 

They intended to have built Babel up to heaven. That 
building that is the ſubje& we are upon, is a building 
that is intended to be built ſo high, that its top ſhall 
reach to heaven indeed, as it will to the higheſt heavens 
at the end of the world, when it ſhall be finiſhed : and 
therefore God would not ſuffer the building of his ene- 


mies, that they deſigned to build up to heaven in oppo= 


ſition to it, to proſper. If they had gone on and pro- 
ſpered in building that city and tower, it might have 
kept the world of wieked men, the enemies of the 
church, together, as that was their deſign. They might 
ve remained united in one vaſt, powerful city ; and 
ſo they might have been too powerful for the city of. 
God, and quite ſwallowed it up. þ HW: 
This city of Babel is the ſame with the city of Baby- 
lon ; for Babylon in the original is Babel, But Babylon 
was a city that is always ſpoken of in ſcripture as chicf- 
ly oppoſite, to the city of God. Babylon, and Jeruſa- 


lem, or Zion, are oppoſed to each other often both in 
the Old Teſtament and New. This city was a powerful 
and terrible enemy to the city of God afterwards, not- 
withſtanding this great * put to the building of 7 
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the beginning. But it might have been, and probably 
would have been vaſtly more powerful, and able to vex 
and deſtroy the church of. God, if it had not been thus 
checked. Weg | 4th; N 
Thus it was in kindneſs to his church in the world, 
and in proſecution of the great deſign of redemption, 
that God put a ſtop to the building of the city and tower 
of Babel. 1 Pony 6 ; 
Vl. The diſperſing of the nations, and dividing the 
earth among its inhabitants, immediately after had 
cauſed the building of Babel to ceafe. This was done 
ſo as moſt to ſuit that great deſign of redemprion. And 
. God therein had an eye to the future pro- 
pagation of the goſpel among the nations. They were ſs 
placed, the bounds of their habitation ſo limited round 
about the land of Canaan, the place laid out for the ha- 
bitation of God's people, as moſt ſuited rhe deſign of 
propagating the goſpel among them: Deut. xxxii, 8, 
« When the Moft High divided to the nations their in- 
4 heritance, when he ſeparated the ſons of Adam, he 
« ſet the bounds or the people according to the number 
&« of the children of Iſrael.“ Acts xvii. 26. 27. And 
* hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to 
« dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath deter- 
tc mined the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
© their habitation ; that they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if 
« haply they might feel after him, and find him.“ The 
land of Canaan was the moſt conveniently firuated of 
any place in the world for the purpoſe of ſpreading the 
light of the goſpel thence among x bn nations in general. 
The inhabited world was chiefly in the Roman empire 
in the times immediately after Chriſt, which was in the 
countries round about Fervfilem, and fo properly ſitua- 
ted for the purpbſe of diffuſing the light of the goſpel 
among them from that place. The devil ſeeing the ad- 

vantage of this ſituation of the nations for promotin 
the great work cf redemption, and the difadvantage of 
it with reſpect to the intereſts of his kingdom, afterward 
led away many nations into the remoteſt parts of the 
world, to that end, to get them out of the way of the 
goſpel. / Thus he led ſome into America; and other: 
into northern cold regions, that are almoſt inacceſſible. 
VII. Another thing I would mention in this period, 
b a Was 
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| was God's preſerving the true religion in the line of 


7 9 


which Chriſt was to proceed, when the world in general 
apoſtatized to idolatry, and the church were in immi- 
nent danger of being fwallowed up in the general cor: 
ruption. Although God had lately wrought fo won- 
derfully for the deliverance of his church, and had 
ſhewn ſo great mercy towards it, as for its ſake even to 
deſtroy all the reſt: of the world; and although he had 
lately renewed and eſtabliſhed his covenant of grace 
with N6ah and his ſons; yet ſo prone is the corrupt 
heart of man to depart from God, and to fink into the 
depths of wickedneſs, and ſo prone to darkneſs, delu- 
ſion, and idolatry, that the world ſoon after the flood 
fell into groſs idolatry ; ſo that before Abraham the 


diſtemper was become almoſt univerſal. © The earth was 


become very corrupt at the time of the building of Ba- 
bel; and even God's people themſelves, even that line 
of which Chriſt was to come, were corrupted in a mea- 


ſare with ido : Tolh. xxiv. 2. Your fathers dwelt - 


% on the other fide of the flood in old time, even Te- 
rah the father of Abraham, and the father of Na- 
« hor; and they ſerved other gods.” The other fide of 
the flood means beyond the river Euphrates, where the 
anceſtors of Abraham lived.. 052, 6 vr 1 
We are not to underſtand, that they were wholly 
drawn off to idolatry, to forſake the true God. For God 
is ſaid to be the God of Nahor : Gen. xxxi. 53. © The 
« God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God 
tc of their father, judge betwixt us.” But they on- 
ly partook in ſame meaſure of the general and almoſt 


univerſal corruption of the times; as Solomon was in 


a meaſure infected with idolatrous corruption; and as 
the children of Iſrael in Egypt are ſaid to ferve other 
gods, though yet there was the true church of God a- 


mong them; and as there were images kept for a con- 


ſiderable time in the family of Jacob the corruption 
being brought from Padan-Aram, whence he fetched 
his wives. il GEO THO | 
This was the ſecond time that the church was al- 
moſt brought to nothing by the corruption and general 
defection of the world from true religion. But ſtill the 
true religion was kept up in the. family of which Chriſt 
was to proceed. Which is another inſtance of God's 
9 50 _ remarkably. 
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_ remarkably preſerving his church in a time of a apes. 
deluge of wickedneſs; and wherein, although - g 

of this world raged, and had almoſt ſwallowed up God's 
church, yet God did not ſuffer the gates of hell to pre- 
vail againſt it. | . | of. 2 


ee 1 NED: bo: 1. - 
From the calling of Abraham to Moſes: | 


. PRoceEED now to ſhow how the work of redemption 
was carried on through the third period of the times 
of the Old Teſtament, beginning with 7he calling of A- 
 braham, and extending to Moſes. And here, 2461 
I. It pleaſed God now to ſeparate that perſon of whom 
Chriſt was to come, from the reſt of the world, that his 
church might be upheld in his family and poſterity till 
Chriſt ſhould com; as he did in calling Abraham out 
of his own country, and from his kindred, to go into a 
diſtant country, that God ſhould ſhow him, and bring- 
ing him firſt out of Ur of the Chaldees to Charran, and 
then to the land of Canaan. ere L440 
It was before obſerved, that the corruption of the 
world with idolatry was now become general; mankind 
were almoſt wholly over-run with idolatry : God there- 
fore ſaw it neceſſary, in order to uphold true religion in 
the world, that there ſhould be a family ſeparated from 
the reſt of the world. It proved to be high time to take 
this courſe, left the church of Chriſt ſhould wholly be 
carried away with the apoſtaſy. For the church of God 
itſelf, that had been upheld in the line of Abraham's an- 
ceſtors, was already conſiderably corrupted. Abraham's 
own country and kindred had moſt of them fallen off; 
and without ſome extraordinary interpoſition of Provi- 
dence, in all likclibood, in a generation or two more, 
the true religion in this line would have been extinct. 
And therefore God ſaw it to be time to call Abraham, 
the perſon in whoſe family he intended to uphold the 
true religion, out of his own country, and from his kin- 
dred, to a far diſtant country, that his poſterity might 
there remain a people feparate from all the reſt of the 
world; that fo the true religion might be upheld how. 
9 14 12 hy , vw 
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eniſm. | ' * oy: - £113 XIE Y Oo 
to go out of, was the country about Babel; Babel, or 
Babylon, was the chief city of the land of Chaldea. 


Learned men ſuppoſe, by what they gather from ſome of 
the moſt . of things, that it was in this 


land that idolatry firſt began; that Babel and Chaldea 
were the original and chief ſeat of the worſhip of idols, 
whence ir ſpread” into other nations. And therefore 
the land of the Chaldeans, or the mrs — Babylon, is 
in ſcri called the land of graven images as you 
may fee, Jer. I. 35. together with ver. 38. A ſword 
“ js upon the Chaldeans, ' faith the Lord, and upon the 
« inhabitants of Babylon, and upon her princes, and 
„ upon her wiſe men. A drought is upon her waters, 
« and they ſhall be dried up; for it is the land of gra- 
„ven i and they are mad upon their idols.“ 
God calls Abraham out of this idolatrous country, to a 
great diſtance from it. And when he came there, he 
gave him no inheritance in it, no not ſo much as to ſet 

is foot on ; but'he remained a ftranger and a ſojourn- 


er, that he and his family might be kept ſeparate from 


all the world, © | | | 

This was a new thing: God had never taken ſuch a 
method before. His church had not in this manner 
been ſeparated from the reſt of the world till now; but 
were wont to dwell with them, without any bar or fence 
to keep them ſeparate; the miſchievous conſequences 
of which had been found once and again. The effect 
before the flood of God's people living intermingled 
with the wicked world, without any remarkable of 


ſeparation, was, that the ſons of the church joined in 


marriage with others, and thereby almoſt all ſoon be- 
came infected, and the church was almoſt brought to 
nothing. The method that God took then to fence the 
church was, to drown the wicked world, and ſave the 


church in the ark. And now the world, before Abra- 
ham was called, was become corrupt again. But now 
God took another method. He did not deſtroy the 
wicked world, and fave Abraham, and his wife, and Lot, 


in an ark ; but he calls theſe perſons to go and live ſe- 
parate from the reſt of the world, Th 
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This was 8 0677 things and a great thing, that 
did toward the work 0 8 This 58 8 
done now, about the middle of the ſpace of time between 
the fall of man and the coming of Chriſt; and there 
were about two thouſand years yet to come before 
Chriſt, the great Redeemer, was to come, But by this 
calling of Abraham, the, anceſtor of Chriſt, a founda- 
tion was laid for the upholding the church of Chriſt 
in the world, till Chriſt Thould come. For the world 
having become idolatrous, there was a neceſſity that the 
ſeed of the woman, ſhould be thus ſeparated from the 
idolatrous world in order to that, 
And then it was needful that there. ſhould be a par- 


* SO _ F© 


ed in a 6 as-though he were the father of all the 
church, the father of all them that believe; as it were a 
root whence the viſible church thenceforward thro 
Chriſt, Abraham's root and offspring, roſe as a tree, dif- 
tinct from all other plants; of which tree Chriſt was 
the branch of righteouſneſs ; and from which tree, af- 
ter Chriſt came, the natural branches were broken off, 
and the Gentiles were grafted into the ſame tree. So 


that Abraham ſtill remains the father of the church, or 


root of the tree, through Chriſt his ſeed, It is the ſame 


. tree that flouriſhes from that ſmall beginning, that was 


in Abraham's time, and has in thefe days the goin. 
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ſpread its branches over a great part of the carth, and 
will fill the whole earth in due time, and at the end of 
the world ſhall be tranſplanted from an earthly ſoil into 
the paradiſe of God. 1 r 1 
It. There accompanied this a more particular and full 
revelation and confirmation of the covenant of grace 
than ever had been before. There had before this 
been, as it were, two particular and ſolemn editions or 
confirmations of this covenant ; one at the beginning of 
the firſt period, which was that whereby the covenant 
of grace was revealed to our firſt parents, ſoon after the 
fall; the other at the beginning of the ſecond period, 
whereby God ſolemnly renewed the covenant of ; be 
with Noah and his family ſoon after the flood : and 
now there is a third, at the beginning of the third pe- 
riod, at and after the calling of Abraham. And it now 
being much nearer the time of the coming of Chriſt 
than when the covenanit of grace was firſt revealed, it 
being, as was ſaid before, about half way between the 
fall and the toming of Chriſt, the revelation of the co- 
venant now was much more full than any that had been 
before. The covenant” was now more particularly re- 
vealed, It was now revealed, not only that Chriſt ſhould 

| be; but it was revealed to Abraham, that he ſhould be 
; his ſeed 3 and it was now promiſed, that all the families 
ö bf the earth ſhould be bleſſed in him. And God was 
| much in the promiſes of this to Abraham. The firſt 
promiſe was when he fir!t called him, Gen. xii. 2. 
) c 
| 


And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will 

&« bleſs thee, and make thy name great; and thou ſhalt 

© be a bleſſing.“ And again the ſame promiſe was 

| renewed after he came into the land of Canaan; chap. 

xiii. 14. Kc. And the covenant was again renewed af- 
ter Abrattam had returned from the Anvibhack of. the 
kings, chap. xv. 5: 6. And again, after his offering up 

Ifaac, chap. xxii. 16, 19; 18. nay 

In this renewal of the covenant of grace with Abra-. 
ham, ſeveral particulars concerning that covenant were 
revealed more fully than ever had been before; not on- 
ly thatChriſt was to be of Abraham's ſeed, but alſo, the 
calling-of the Gentiles, and the bringing all nations inte 
the church, that all the families of Ks earth were to be 

bleſſed, ae zow made „ And then ber con- 
* 1 | x ition 
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dition of the covenant of grace, which is faith, was now. 


more fully made known. Gen. xv. 5, 6.“ And he faid 
« unto him, So ſhall. thy ſeed be. And Abraham believed 
« God, and it was counted unto him for righteoul- 
« neſs.” Which is much taken notice of in the New 
Teſtament, as that whence Abraham was called the fa- 
ther of them that believe, ol. 

And as there was now a further revelation of the co- 
venant of grace, ſo there was a further confirmation of 
it by ſeals aud pledges, than cver had been before ; as, 
particularly, God did now inſtitute a certain ſacrament, 
to be a ſteady ſcal of this covenant in the viſible church, 
till Chriſt thould come, viz. circumciſion. - Circumci- 
. ion was a feal of this covenant of grace, as appears by 
the firſt inſtitution, as we have an account of it in the 
17th chapter of GeneGs. It there appears to be a ſeal 
of that covenant by which God promiſed to make Abra- 
ham a father of many nations, as appears by the 5th. verſe, 
compared with th gth and 1oth verſes. And we are 
expreſsly taught, that it was a ſeal of the righteouſneſs 
of faith, Rom. iv. 11. Speaking of Abraham, the a- 
poſtle ſays, “ he received the fign of circumciſion, a ſeal 

« of the rightcouſneſs of faith.” | 
ger * —— before, God called Abraham, that his 
family aud poſterity might be kept ſeparate from the reſt 
of the world, till Chriſt ſhould come, which God ſaw to 
be neceſſary on the forementioned accounts. And this 
ſacrament was the principal wall of ſeparation ; it chief- 
ly diſtinguiſhed Abraham's ſced from the world, and 
kept up a diſtinction and ſeparation more than any other 
particular obſer vance whatſoever. | 8 

And beſides this, there were other occafional ſeals, 
pledges, and confirmations, that Abraham had of this 
covenant; as, particularly, God gave Abraham a re- 
markable pledge of the fulfilment of the promiſe he had 
made him, in his victory over Chedorlaomer and the 
kings that were with him. Chedorlaomer ſeems to have 
been a great emperor, that reigned over a great part of 
the world at that day; and though he bad his ſeat at 
Flam, which was not much if any thing ſhort of a thou - 
ſand miles diſtant from the land of Canaan, yet he ex- 
tended his empire ſo as to reign over many of the 
land of Canaan, as appcars by chap. xiv. 4. 5. 6. 7. I 
"And E | 18 
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is ſuppoſed by learned men, that he was a king of the Af- 
ſyrian empire at that day, which had been before begun 

Nimrod at Babel. And as it was the honour of 
kings in thoſe days to build new cities to be made the ſeat 
of their empire, as appears by Gen. x. 10. 11. 12.3 ſoit is 
conjectured, that he had gone forth and built him a city 
in Elam, and made that his ſeat ; and that thoſe other 
kings, who came with him, were his deputies in the ſee 
veral cities and countries where they reigned. But yet 
as mighty an empire as he had, and as great an army as 
he now came with into the land where Abraham was, 
yet Abraham, only with his trained ſervants, that were 


| born in his own honſe, conquered, ſubdued, and baffled 
this mighty emperor, and the kings that came with him, 


and all their army. This he received of God as a pledge 
of what he had promiſed, viz. the victory that Chriſt. 
his ſerd ſhould obtain over the nations of the earth, 
whereby he ſhould poſſeſs the gates of his enemies. It 
is plainly ſpoken of as ſuch in the 41ſt of Ifaiah. , In 


that chapter is foretold the future glorious viftory the 


church ſhall obtain over the nations of the world; as. 
you may ſee in the 1, 1oth, and 15th verſes, &c. But 
here this victory of Abraham over ſuch a great _—_— 
and his mighty forces, is ſpoken.of as a pledge and ear- 
neſt of this victory of the church, as you may ſee-in 
2d and 3d verſcs. Who raiſed up the righteous man 


from the eaſt, called him to his foot, gave the nations 


6 before him, and made him rule over kings? He gave 
« them as the duſt to his ſword, and as driven ſtubble 
© to his bow. He purſued them, and paſſed ſafely ; 


« even by the way that he had not gone with his feet.“ 


Another remarkable confirmation Abraham received 
of the covenant of grace, was when he returned from 
the ſlaughter of the kings; when Melchiſedec the king 
of Salem, the prieſt of the moſt high God, that great 
type of Chriſt, met him, and blefſed him, and brought 
forth bread and wine. The bread and wine ſignified the 
ſame bleſſings of the covenant of grace, that the-bread 
and wine does in the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper, 
So that as Abraham hall a ſeal of the covenant in cir- 


cumceiſion that was equivalent to baptiſm, ſo now he 


had a ſeal of it equivalent to the Lord's ſupper. And 
Melchiſedec's coming to _ kim with ſuch a ſeal 1 
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the covenant of grace, on the occaſion of this victory of 
his over the kings of the north, confirms, that that victory 
was a pledge of God's fulfilment of the ſame covenant; 
for that is the mercy that Melchiſedec with his bread and 
wine takes notice pf; as you may ſce by what he ſays in 
Gen. xiv. 19. 20, | ; . 
Another confirmation that God gave Abraham of 
the covenant of grace, was the viſion that he had in the 


deep fleep that fell upon him, of the ſmoking furnace, 


d burning lamp, that paſſed between the parts of the 
facrifice, as in the latter part of the 15th chapter of Ge- 
neſis. The ſacrifice, as all ſacrifices do, ſignified the ſa - 
crifice of Chriſt. The ſmoking furnace that paſſed 
through the midſt of that ſacrifice firſt, ſignified the ſuf, 
ferings of Chriſt. But the burning lamp that followed, 
which ſhone with a clear bright light, ſignifies the glory 
that followed Chriſt's ſufferings, and was procured by 
them. | / 

Another remarkable pledge that God gave Abraham 
of the fulfilment of the covenant of grace, was his giving 
of the child of whom Chriſt was to come, in his old age. 
This is ſpoken of as ſuch in ſcripture z Heb. xi. 11. 12, 
and alſo Rom. jv. 18. &c, ® | 

Again, another remarkable pledge that God gave A- 


braham of the fulfilment of the covenant of grace, was 


his delivering Iſaac, after he was laid upon the wood of 
the ſacrifice to be ſlain. This was a confirmation of A- 
braham's faith in the promiſe that God had made of 
Chriſt, that he ſhould be of Ifaac's poſterity ; and was a. 
repreſentation of the reſurrection of Chriſt; as you may 
ſee, Heb, xi. 17, 18. 19. And; becauſe this was given ag 
a confirmation of the covenant of grace, therefore God 
renewed that covenant with Abraham on this occaſion, 
as you may ſee, Gen. xxiv. 15. Kc. 


Thus you ſee how much more fully the covenant of 


grace was revealed and confirmed in' Abrabam's time 
than ever it had been before; by means of which Abra- 
ham ſeems to have had a more clear underſtanding and 
ſight of Chriſt the great Redeemer, and the future 
things that were to be accompliſhed by him, than any of 
the iaints that had gone before. And therefore Chriſt 
takes notice of it, that Abraham rejoiccd to ſee his day, 
and he ſaw it, and was glad, John viii, 56. So great 
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an advance did it pleaſe God now to make in this build» 
ing, which he had been carrying on from the beginning 


of the world. 


III. The next thing that I would take notice of here, 
is God's preſerving : patriarehs for ſo long a time in 
the midſt of the wicked inhabitants of Canaan, and from 
all other enemies. The patriarchs Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, were thoſe of whom Chriſt was to proceed; and 
they were now ſeparated from the world, that in them. 
his church might be upheld. Therefore, in preſerving 
them, the great deſign of redemption was upheld and 
carried on, He preſerved them, and kept the inhabi- 
tants of the land where they ſojourned from deſtroying 
them; which was a, remarkable diſpenſation of Provi- 
dence. . For the inhabitants of the land were at that day 
Prep hngay Wicked, though they grew more wicked af. 
terwards, This appears by Gen, xv. 16. In the fourth 
“generation they ſhall come hither again.z for the 
& mrs of the Canaanites is not yet full :” As much 
as to lay, Though it be very great, yet it is not yet full. 
And their great wickedneſs alſo, appears by Abraham 
and: Iſaac's averſion. to their children ing any. of 
the daughters of the land. Abraham, rl oa he was 
old, could not be content till he had made his ſervant 
ſwear that he would not take a wife for his ſon of the 
daughters of the land. And Iſaac and Rebecca were 
content to ſend away Jacob to ſo great a diſtance as 
Padan- Aram, to take him a wife thence. And when 
Eſau marriediſome of the daughters of the land, we are 
wi, that they were a grief of mind to Iſaac. and Re- 
CCA, | _—_ a 
Another argument of their great wickedneſs, was the 
inſtances we have in Sodom and Gamorrah, Admah 
and Zeboim, which were ſome of the cities of Canaan 
though they were probably diſtinguiſhingly wicked. 2 
And they being thus wicked, were likely to have the 
moſt bitter enmity againſt theſe holy men; agrecable to 
what was declared at firſt, ** I will put enmity between 
te thee and the woman, and between thy ſeed: and her 
« ſeed.” Their holy lives were a continual condemna- 
tion of their wickedneſs. And beſides, it could not be 
otherwiſe, but that they muſt be much in reproving thein 
wickedneſs, as we find Lot was in Sodom; who, we 2 
. | | , to T 
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told, vexed his righteous foul with their unlawful deeds, 
and was a preacher of righteouſneſs to them. No al 
And they were the more expoſed to them, being 
_ firangers and ſojourners in the land, and having no in- 
heritance there as yet. Men are more apt to find fault 
with ſirangers, and to be irritated by any thing in them 
that offends them, as they were with Lot in Sodom. 
He very gently + 29 their wickedneſs; and they f. 
n it, © This fellow came in to ſojourn, and he 
needs be a ruler and a judge 3” and threatened what 
they would do to him. i pear acts; Hegel 
But God wonderfully" preſerved Abraham and Lot, 
and Iſaac and Jacob, and their families, amongſt them, 
though they were few in number, and they might quick- 
ly have deſtroyed them; which is taken notice of as a 
wonderful inſtance of God's preſerving mercy toward 
his church, Plal; cv. 12. &c. When they were but a 
« few men in ane yea, very few, and ſtrangers in 
% it, When they went from one nation to another, 
from one kingdom to another people. He ſuffered no 
% man to do them wrong; yea, he reproved kings for 
their ſakes, ſaying, Touch not mine anointed, and do 
6 — prophets no harm“ 3 
This preſervation was in ſome inſtances eſpecially ve- 
ry remarkable; thoſe inſtances that we have an account 
of, wherein the people of the land were greatly irritated 
and provoked ; as they were by Simeon and Levi's treat- 
ment of the Shechemites, as you may ſee in Gen. xxxiv. 
20. &c. God then ſtrangely preſerved Jacob and his 
family, reſtraining the provoked people by an unufual 
terror on their minds, as you may ſee in Gen. xxxv. 5. 
« And the terror of God was upon the cities that were 
round about them, and they did not purſue after the 
« fons'of Jacob.“ AN. 9. eee 
Aud God's preſerving them, not only from the Ca- 
naanites, is here to be taken notice of, but his preſerving 
them from all others that intended miſchief to them; 
as his preſerving Jacob and his company, when pur- 
ſued by Laban, full of rage, and a diſpoſition to overtake 
him as an enemy: God met him, and rebuked him, 
and ſaid to him, "Fake heed that thou ſpeak not to 
Jacob either good or bad.” How wonderfully did he 
alſo preſerve him from Efau his brother, when cane 


— a o 11 0 
2 — - s 
* 


3 
5 
E 
5 
0 
E 
e 
n 


Fan HI. the Work of REDEMPTION. 35 
forth with an army, with a full deſign to cut him off 1. 


how did God, in anſwer to his prayer, when he wreſtled 


with Chriſt at Penuel, wonderfully turn Eſau's heart, 
and make him, inſtead of meeting him as an enemy 
with ſlaughter and deſtruction, to meet him as a friend 
and brother, doing bim no ham _ 1 
And thus were this handful, this little root that had 
the bleſſing of the Redeemer in it, preſerved in the 
midſt of enemies and dangers; which was not unlike to 
the preſerving the ark in the midſt of the tempeſtuous 
deluge. 3 1 
IV The next thing I would mention is, the awful 
deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the neighbour- 
ing cities. This tended to promote the great deſign and 
work that is the ſubject of my preſent undertaking, two 
ways. It did fo, as it tended powerfully to reſtrain the 
inhabitants of the land from injuring thoſe holy ſtran- 
ers that God had brought to ſojourn amongſt them. 
Lot was one of thoſe ſtrangers ;, he came into the land 
with Abraham; and Sodom was deſtroyed. for their a- 
buſive diſregard of Lot, the preacher of righteouſneſs, 
that God had ſent among them. And their deſtruction 
came juſt upon. their committing a moſt injurious and 
abominable inſult on Lot, and the ſtrangers that were 
come into his houſe, even thoſe angels, whom they 
probably took to be ſome of Lot's former acquaintance 
come from the country that he came from, to viſit him, 
They in a moſt outrageous manner beſet Lot's houſe, 
intending a monſtrous abule and act of violence on thoſe 
ſtrangers that were come thither, and threatening to 
ſerve Lot worſe than then. 12 
But in the midſt of this God ſmote them with blind- 
neſs; and the next morning the city and the country a- 
bout it was/overthrown in a moſt terrible ſtorm of fire 
and brimſtone% which dreadful deſtruction, as it was in 
the ſight of the reſt of the inhabitants of the land, and 
— — greatly tended to reſtrain them from hurting 
thoſe holy ſtrangers any more; it doubtleſs ſtruck a 
dread and terror on their minds, and made them afraid 
to hurt them, and probably was one principal means to 
reſtrain them, and preſer ve the patriarchs. And when 
that reaſon is given why the inhabitants of the land did 
not purſue after Jacob, when they were ſo provoked * 
F | | the 
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the deſtruction of the Shechemites, viz. © that the terror 
4 of the Lord was upon them,” it is very probable, that 
this was the terror that was ſet home upon them. They 
remembered the amazing deſtruction of Sodom, and the 
cities of the plain, that came upon them upon their abu- 
ſive treatment of Lot; and ſo durft not hurt Jacob and 
his family, though they were ſo much provoked to it. 
Another way that this awful deſtruction tended to 
omote this great affair of redemption, was, that here- 
God did remarkibly exhibit the terrors of his law, to 
make men ſenſible of their need of redeeming mercy: 
The work of redemption never was carried -on without 


this The law, from the beginning, is made uſe of as 


a ſchoolmaſter to bring men to Chfiſt. i | 
But under the Old Teſtament there was much more 
need of ſome extraordinary, viſible; and fenfible mani- 


feſtation of God's wrath againſt ſin, than in the days of 


the goſpel; ſince a future ſtate, and the eternal miſery 
hell, is more clearly revealed, and fihce the awful juſtice 


of God againſt the ſins of men has been ſo wonderfully 


diſplayed iri the ſufferings of Chriſt. And therefore the 
revelation that God gave of himſelf in thoſe days, uſed 
to be accompanied with mueh more terror than it is in 


theſe days of the goſpel: So when God appeared at 


Mount Sinai to give the law, it was with thunders and 


lightnings, and a thick cloud, and the voice of the trum 


pet exceeding loud. But ſome external, awful mani- 

feſtations of God's wrath againſt fin were on ſome ac- 
counts eſpecially neceſſary before the giving of the law : 
and therefore, before the flood, the terrors of the law 
handed down by traditibn from Adam ſerved. Adam 
lived nine hundred and thirty years himſelf, to tell the 
church of God's awtul threatenings denounced in the 
covenant made with him, and how dreadful the conſe- 

og of the fall were, as he was an eye-witneſs and 


ubjeét; and others, that converſed with Adam, lived 


till the flood. And the deſtruction of the world by the 
flood ſerved to exhibit the terrors of the law, and mani. 
feſt the wrath of God againſt ſin; and ſo to make men 
ſenſible of the abſolute neceflity of redeeming mercy. 
And ſome that ſaw the flood were alive in Abraham 
time. 5 N 1 91 

But this was now in a great meaſure forgotten; now 


therefore. 
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therefore God was pleaſed again, in a moſt amazing 
manner, to ſhow his wrath againſt fin; in the deſtruction 
of theſe cities; which was after ſuch a manner as tb be 
the livelieſt image of hell of any thing that ever had 
been; and therefore the apoſtle Jude ſays, © They fuf- 
„fer the vengeance-of eternal fire,” Jude 7. 
rained ſtorms, of fire and brimſtone upon them. 1 
way that they were deſtroyed probably was by thick 
flaſhes of lightning. The ſtreams of  brimſtone were ſo 
thick as to burn up all theſe cities ; ſo that they periſh 
ed in the flames of divine wrath. . By this might be ſeen 
the dreadful wrath of God againſt the ungodlineſs and 
unrighteouſneſs of men; which tended to ſhow men the 
3 ty of redemption, and ſo to promote that great 
wor e 5 n 
V. God again. renewed and confirmed the covenant 
of grace to Iſaac and to Jacob. He did ſo to Iſaac, as 
you may. ſee, Gen. xxvi. 3. 4. And I will perform 
the oath which I ſware unto Abraham thy father; 
« and I will make thy ſeed to multiply as the ſtars of 
& heaven, and will give unto hs ſeed all theſe coun- 
te tries; MT in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth 
* be blefled”” And afterwards it was zenewed and 
confirmed to Jacob; firſt in Ifaac's bleſſing of him, 
wherein he acted and ſpoke by extraordinary divine diu: : 
reftion,* In that bleſſing, the bleflings of the covenant 
of grace were eſtabliſhed. with Jacob and his ſeed; as 
Gen. xxvii. 29. Let people ſerve thee; and nations 
© bow.down' to thee z be lord over thy brethren, and 
“ and let thy mother's ſons bow down to thee : Curſed 
«© be eyery one that curſeth thee, and blefled be he that 
e bleſſeth thee? And therefore Eſau, in miſſing of this 
bleſſing, miſſed of being bleſſed as an heir of the bene- 1 
fits of the covenant of grace. 7 L 2; 8 
This covenant was again renewed and confitmed to e 
Jacob at Bethel, in his viſion of the ladder that reached — 
to heaven; which ladder was a ſymbol of the way of 
ſalvation by Chriſt. - For the ſtone that Jacob reſted on 
was a type of Chriſt, the ſtone of Iſrael, which the ſpi- 
ritgal Iſrael or Jacob reſts upon; as is evident, becauſe 
this ſtone was on this occaſion anointed, and was made 
uſe of as an altar, But we know that Chriſt is the a- 
nointed of God, and is the only true altar of God. 
| We MAE H N While 
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While Jacob was reſting on this ſtone, and ſaw this lad- 
der, God appeſrs to him as his covenant God, and re- 
news the covenant of grace with him; as in Gen. xxviii. 
14. © And thy ſeed ſhalt be as the duſt of the earth; 
c and thou ſhalt ſpread abroad to the weſt, and to the 
& eaſt, and to the north, and to the ſouth; and in thee 
% and in thy ſeed ſhall all the families of the earth be 
„ ann, ̃ ! bs (nf; 3688 
And Jacob had another remarkable confirmation of 
this covenant at Penuel, where he wreſtled with God, 
and.prevailed ; where Chriſt appeared fo him in a hu- 
man form, in the form of that nature which he was af- 
terwards to receive into a perſonal union with his divine 
nature. 8 | bf > 06 en EY 
And God renewed. his covenant with him again, after 
he was come out of Padan-aram, and was come up.to 
Bethel; to the ſtone that he had reſted on, and where he 
had the viſion of the ladder ; as you may ſee in Gen. 
XXAV 10, Kc. VVT bo OR 
Thus the coveriant of grace was now often renewed, 
much oftener than it had been before. The light of 
the goſpel now began to ſhine much brighter, as the time 
drew nearer that Chriſt ſhould come. eg: 
VI. The next thing I would obſerve, is God's remark- 
_ ably preſerving the family of which Chriſt was to pro- 
ceed from periſhing by famine, by the iaſtrumentali 
of Joſeph. When there was a ſeyey-years famine ap 
proaching, God was pleaſed, by a wonderful providence, 
to ſend Joſeph into Egypt, there to provide for, and feed 
Jacob and his family, and to keep the holy ſeed alive, 
which otherwiſe would have periſhed. Joſeph was ſent 
into Egypt for that end, as he obſerves, Gen. I. 20. © But 
te as for you, ye thought evil agaitiſt me; but God 
* meant it unto good, to ſave much = alive.” How 
often, had this holy root, that had the ture branch of 
\ righteouſneſs, the glorious Redecmer, in it, been in dan- 
ger, 0k being deſtroyed ! Bat God wonderfully preſer- 
ved it... J ͤ ͤ Ä 
This ſalvation of the houſe of Iſtael by the hand of 
Joſeph, was upon ſome accounts very much a reſem- 
blance of the ſalvation of Chriſt. The children of Iſrael 
were ſaved by Joſeph their kinſman and brother, from | 
pekiſhing by famine; as he that faves the fouls of the l 
| vo ORR ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual Iſrael from ſpiritual famine. is their near kinſ, 
man, and one that is not aſhamed to call them brethren. 
Joſeph was a brother, that they had hated, and fold, 
and as it were killed; for they had defigned to kill him, 
So Chriſt, is one that we naturally. hate, and, by our 
wicked lives, have ſold for the vain things of the world, 
and that by our ſins we have ſlain. Joſeph was firſt in 
a ſtate of humiliation ; he was a ſeryant, as Chriſt ap- 
peared in the form of a ſervant; and then was caſt into 
a dungeon, as Chriſt deſcended into the grave; and 
then when he roſe out of the dungeon, he was in a ſtate 
of great exaltation, at the king's right hand as his depu- 
ty, to reign. over all his kingdom, to provide food, to 

eſerve life; and being in this ſtate of exaltation, he 
iſpenſes food to his brethren, and ſo gives them life; 


as Chriſt was exalted at God's right hand to he a prince 


and ſaviour to his brethren, and received gifts for men, 
2 Jane rebellious, and them that hated, and had 
Od aim. 2321 4 7 £00 
VII. After this there was a prophecy given forth of 


' Chriſt, on ſome accounts, more particular than ever 


any had been before, even that which was in Jacob's 
blefling his fon Judah. This was more particular than 
ever any had been before, as it ſhowed of whaſe poſte- 
rity he was to be. When God called Abraham, it was 
revealed that he was to be of Abraham's poſterity. Be- 
fore, we have no account of any revelation cancerning 


Chriſt's. pedigree confined to narrower limits than the 


poſterity of Noah ; after this it was confined to till 


narrower limits þ for though Abraham had many ſons, 
yet it was reyeale | 
ſterity. And then it was limited more ſtill : for when 


d, that Chriſt was to be of Iſaac's po- 


Iſaac had two ſons, it was revealed that Chriſ} was to be 


of Iſrael's poſterity. And now, though ſrael had 
twelve ſons, yet it is revealed that Chriſt ſhould be of 


Judah's poſterity : Chriſt is the lion of the tribe of Ju- 

dah... Reſpect is chiefly. had to his great acts, when it 
is ſaid here, Gen. xlix. 8, *. Judah, thou art he whom 
e thy brethren ſhall. praiſe; thy hand ſhall be in the 
* neck of thine enemies; thy father's children ſhall 

% bow down before thee. Judah is a lion's whelp; 
* from the prey, my ſon, thou art gone up: he ſtoop- 


ted down, he copched 1 a lion, and as an old lion; 


* who 


-' 
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# ho ſhall rouſe him up?“ And then We peels) 
tlon is more particular concerning the time of Chriſt's 
coming, than any had been before; as in verſ. 10. 
%% The ſceptre ſhall not depart from Judah, nor 'a 
«i lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unto him ſhall the gathering of the people be.“ 
The prophecy here, of the calling of the Gentiles conſe- 
' quent on'Chriſt's coming, ſeems to be more plain than 
any had been before, in the expreſſton, to him all the 
. gathering of the people be. Were, | 
T Thus you ſee how that goſpel-light which dawned 
; immediately after the fall of man, gradually increaſes. 
VIII. The work of redemption was carried on in 
this period, in God's vonder preſerving the chil- 
dren of Iſrael in Egypt, when the power of Egypt was 
engaged utterly to deſtroy them. They ſeemed to be 
wholly in the hands of the Egyptians ; they were their 
ſervants, and were ſubject to the power of Pharoah : 
und Pharaoh ſet himſelf to weaken them with hard bon · 
dage. And when he ſaw that did not do, he ſet him- 
ſelf to extirpate the race of them, by commanding that 
every male child ſhould be drowned.” But after all that 
Pharaoh could do, God wonderfully preſerved them; 
and not only ſo, but increaſed them exceedingly; ſo 
| . inſtead of being extirpated, they greatly multi- 
ed, . ; wh | 
F IX. Here is to be obſerved, not only the preſervation 
of the nation, but God's wonderfully preſerving and u 
holding his inviſible church in that nation, wheri in 
danger of being overwhelmed in the idolatry of Egypt. 
The children of Iſrael being long among the Egyptians, 
| and being ſervants under them, and ſo” not under ad- 
EE: vantages to keep God's ordinances among themſelves, 
| and maintain any public worſhip or public inſtruction, 
whereby the true religion might be upheld, and there 
being now no written word of God, they, by degrees, in 
a great meaſure loſt the true religion, and borrowed the 
idolatry of Egypt; and the greater of the people 
fell away to the worſhip of their gods. This we learn 
by Ezek. xx. 6. 7, 8. and by chap. xxiſi. x. 
'  'This how was the third time that God's church was al- 
moſt ſwallowed up and carried away with the wicked- 
-nels of the world; once before the flood; the other 
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6 third time, in Egypt. But yet God did not ſuffer his 

2 church to be quite overwhelmed z he till ſaved it, like 

y the ark in the flood, and as he ſaved Moſes in the midſt 

; of the waters, in an ark of bulruſhes, where he was in 

q the utmoſt danger of being ſwallowed up. The true 

> religion was ſtill kept up with ſome; and God had ſtill a 

I people am them, even in this miſerable, corrupt, and 

2 dark time. The nts of Moſes were true ſeryants of 

God, as we may learn by Heb. xi.-23. * By faith Mo- 

1 IN wa eo — wn months of his 

| 5 parents, becauſe they ſaw that he was a proper child; 

n e eee | 
* = ment.” | 44 ; f | 15 ; S 
$ I have now gone through the third period of the Old - 

e Teſtament time; and have ſhown how the work of re- 

1 demption was carried on from the calling of Abraham 

: to Moſes; in | which we have ſeen many great things 

| done towards this work, and a great advancement of 

1- this building, beyond what had been before. 
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i- From Moſes to David. 
n I ProcteD'to the fourth period, which reaches from 

\ Moſes to David,--l would ſhow how the work of 

4 redemption was carried on through this alſo. oF 
t. J. The firſt thing that offers itſelf to be conſidered is 
$, the redemption of the church of God out of Egypt; 
d- the moſt. remarkable of all the Old- Teſtament 1 4 
85 tions of che church of God, and that which was the : 
n, greateſt pledge and forerunner of the future redemption 
re pf Chriſt, of any; and is much more inſiſted on in ſerip- 
in ture than any other of thoſe redemptions. And indeed 


de it was the greateſt type of Chriſt's redemption” of any 

le providential event whatſoever. This redemption was by 

rn Jef Chriſt, as is evident from this, that it was wrought 
him that appeared to Moſes in the buſh ;; for that 


Fi was the perſon that ſent Moſes to redeem that people. 
d. But that was Chriſt, as is evident, becauſe he is called 
er the angel of the Lord, Exod. ili. 2. 3, The buſh re- 
e, 8. 
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preſented the human nature of Chriſt, that is called the 
Franch. This buſh grew on mount Sinai or Horeb, 
which is a word that ſignifies a dry place, as the human 
nature of Chriſt was à root out of a dry ground,” The 
baſh burning with fire, repreſented the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, in the fire of God's wrath. It burned, and was 
not conſumed ; ſo Chriſt, though he ſuffered exfemely, - 
t periſhed not; but overcame at laſt, and roſe from 
his aerings.« Becauſe this great myſtery of the incar- 
nation and ſufferings of Chriſt was here repreſented, 
therefore Moſes ſays, I will turn aſide, and behold 
ze this great ſight.” A great ſight he might well call it, 
when there was repreſented, God manifeſt in the fleſh; 
2 ſuffering a dreadful death, and riſing from the 
; 64 ee ahn 5771-6 bf 25 a4) | 
This glorious Redeemer was he that redeemed: the 
church out of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh; 
as Chriſt, by his death and ſufferings, redeemed his peo- 
ple from Satan, the ' ſpiritual Pharaoh. He redeemed 
them from hard ſervice and cruel drudgery; as Chriſt 
redeems his people from the cruel ſlavery of fin and 8a- 
tan, He redeemed them, as it is ſaid, from the iron fur- 
nace; as Chriſt redeems is church from a furnace of 
fire and everlaſting burnings. He redeemed them with 
a ſtrong hand and out- ſtretched arm, and great and 
terrible judgements on their enemies; as Chriſt with 
mighty power triumphs over principalities and powers, - 
and executes terrible judgements on- his chyrch's ene- 
mies, bruiſing the ſerpent's head, He ſaved them, when 
others were deſtroyed, by the ſprinkling of the blood of 
the paſchal lamb ; as God's church is ſaved from death 
by — ſprinkling of the blood of Chriſt, when the reſt 
of the world is deſtroyed. God brought forth the peo- 
ple ſorely againſt the: will of the Egyptians, when they 
could not bear to let them go; ſo Chriſt reſcues his 
people out of the hands of the devil, ſorely againſt his 
will, when his proud heart cannot bear to be overcome. 
In that redemption, Chriſt did not only redeem. the 
people from the Egyptians, but he redeemed them from 
the devils, the gods of Egypt; for before, they had been 
in a ſtate of ſervitude to the gods of Egypt, as well as to 
the men. And Chriſt, the ſeed of the woman, did now, 
in a very remarkable manner, full the curſe on the lex-. 
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t, in bruiſing his head: Exod. xii, 12. 4 For I wil 
« paſs through the land of Egypt this night, und will 
«. ſmite all the firſt- born in the land of Egypt, both 
« man and _ and Againſt all the gods of Egypt will 
« T execute judgement. Hell was as much and more 
engaged in that affair, than Egypt was. - The pride and 
cruelty of Satan, that old ſerpent, was more concerned | 
in it than Pharach's He did his utmoſt» againſt” he 
people, and to his f utmelt oppoſed their redemption. 
But it is ſaid, that when God redeemed his out 
of Egypt, he broke the heads of che dragons in che wa- 
ters, and broke the head of leviathan in pieces; and'gave * 
him to be meat for the People inhabiring the wilderneſs, 
Pſal. IXxiv. 12. 13. 14. God forced their enemies to 
let them go, that they might ſerve him; as alſo Zacha- 
rias obſerves with reſpeck wehe rer 8 the go- 
ſpel, Luke i. 74. 1 . 
The people Un fact went out Ska an high 1550 and | 
Chriſt went before them in a pillar of cloud and fire. 2 
There was a glorious triumph oter earth and hell in * 
that deliverance And when Pharaoh and his hoſts, 
and Satan by chem, purſued the people, Chriſt over 
threw them in the Red ſea; the Lord triumphed glo- * 
r and | 
there they mw their laſt ſleep, and never followed the WG 
children — Ifrael any more; as all Chriſt's enemies are ' i 
overthrown in his blood; which o Nie its abundant ſufff- 
ciency, and the greatneſs of-the ſufferings with which it 
was ſhed, well be repreſented. by a ſea,” The Red 
ſea did bare nt Chriſt's blood, as is evident, becauſe 
the apoſtle” compares _ children of Iſrael's paflage 
through the Red ſea to baptiſm, 1 Cor. X. 1. 2. But 
bio all know'thar ths: Proms ns 1 Chriſt's 
blood. 7 {4 A ber. 7 1+) 
Thus Chriſt, the an al of God's s preſence, i in his ve 
and his pity, redeemed his people, and carried them in 
the days of old as on cagles-wings, ſo that none of their 
proud and ſpiteful enemies, neither Ne nor de- 
vils, could touch them 
This was quite a new thing that God did towards this 
gr reat work of redemption God never had done any 
ing like it before; Deut. iv. 32. 33. 34. This was a 
* —— of the work of — 1 
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liar people, No 
who 


ing to the Gentiles that had formerly been Heath 


. 


been begun and carried on from the fall of man; a great 


ſtep taken in divine providence towards a preparation 
for Chriſt's coming into the world, and working out his 


eat and eternal redemption ; for this was the people 
whom Chriſt was to come. And now we may fee 
how that plant flouriſhed 'that God planted. in A- 
braham. Though the family of which Chriſt was to 
come, Had been in a degree ſeparated from the reſt of 


the world before, in the calling of Abraham; yet that 


ſeparation that was then made, appeared not to be ſuffi- 
cient, without further ſeparation. For though by that 
ſeparation, they were kept as ſtrangers and ſojourners, 


kept from being united with other people in the ſame 


itical ſocieties ; yet they remained mixed among them, 
which means, as it had proved, they had been in 
danger of wholly loſing the true religion, and of bei 
over-run with the idolatry of their neighbours, 


now, therefore, by this redemption, ſeparated them as a 


nation from all other nations, to ſu by themſelves 
in their on political and eccleſiaſtical ſtate, without ha- 
ving any concern with the Heathen nations, that the 
might {> be kept ſeparate till Chriſt ſhould come; and {op 
that the church of Ghrif might be upheld, and might keep 
the oracles of God, till that time; that in them might be 
t up thoſe types and prophecies of Chriſt, and thoſe 


ke 
hiſtories, and other divine previous inſtructions, that 
| were neceſſary to prepare the way for Chriſt's coming. 


II. As this people were ſeparated to be God's pecu- 

all other people upon, the face of the 
earth were wholly rejected and given over to 
Heatheniſm. This, ſo 2 as the —— of God 
was concerned in it, belongs to the great affair of re- 
demption that we are upon, and was one thing that 


God ordered in his providence to prepare the way for 


Chriſt's: coming, and the great ſalvation: he was to ac- 
compliſh-in the world; for it was only to prepare the 
way for the more glorious and ſignal victory and tri- 
umph of Chriſt's power and grace over the wicked and 
miſerable world, and that Chriſt's ſalvation of the 
world of mankind might become the more ſenſible. 
This is the account. the ſcripture itſelf gives us of the 
matter, Rom. xi. 30. 31. 32. The apoſtle there ſpeak- 


ens, 


ſays, 
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ſays, ( As ye in times paſt. have not believed God, yet. 
« have now obtained mercy. through their unbelief; 
« even ſo have theſe alſo now not believed, that 
« through your alſo may obtain mercy. .For 
« God concluded them all in unbelief, that he 
« might have mercy upon all.“ i. e. It was the will of 
God, that the whole world, Jews and Gentiles, ſhould 


be concluded in viſible and profeſſed unbelief, that ſo 


God's mercy and Chriſt's ſalvation towards them all 
might be viſible and ſenſible. For the apoſtle is not 
ſpeaking only of that unbelief that is natural to all God's 
profeſſing people as well as others, but that which ap- 
pears, and is viſible; ſuch as the Jews fell into, when 
— rejected Chriſt, and ceaſed to be a profeſſing 
people. 

tiles, even the Gentile nations, were included in a pro» 
feſſed unbelief and open oppoſition to the true religion, 
before Chriſt came, to prepare the way for the calling of 
the Gentiles, which was ſoon after Chriſt came, that 


God's mercy might be the more viſible to them; and 


that the Jews were rejected, and apoſtatized from the vi- 


ſible church, to prepare the way for the calling of the 


ews, which ſhall be in the latter days: ſo that it may 
ſeen of all nations, Jews and Gentiles, that they are 


viſibly redeemed by Chriſt, from being viſibly aliens from 


the commonwealth of Iſrael, without hope, and without 
God in the world, | * 

We cannot certainly determine preciſely at what time 
the apoſtaſy of the Gentile nations from the true God, 


or their being concluded in viſible unbelief, became uni- 


verſal. Their falling away was a gradual thing, as we 
obſerved before, It was general in. Abraham's time, 
but not univerſal: for then we find Melchizedec, one 
of the kings of Canaan, was prieſt of the moſt hi 

God. | And after this the true religion was kept-up for 
a while among ſome of the reſt of Abraham's poſterity, 


beſides the family of Jacob; and alſo in ſome of the po- 


ſterity of Nahor, as we have inſtances of, in Job, and his 
three friends, and Elibu, 'The land of Uz, where Job 
lived, was a land poſſeſſed by the poſterity of Uz, or 
Huz, the ſon of Nahor, Abraham's brother, of whom 


we read, Gen, xxii. 21. Bildad the Shuhite was of the 


offspring of Shuah, ea ſon by Keturah, Gen. 
| ; xxv. 


he apoſtle obſerves, how that firſt the Gen- 


\ . 
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XXV. I. 2. ; and Elihu the Buzite, was of Buz the ſon of 
Nahor, the brother of Abraham. 80 the true religion 
laſted among ſome other people, beſides the Ifraclites, a 
while after Abraham. But it did not laſt long: and it 
v probable that the time of their total rejection, and gi- 
ving up to idolatry, was about the time when God ſepa - 
rated the children of Iſrael from Egypt to ſerve him; 
for they are often put in mind on that occaſion, that God 
had now ſeparated them to be his peculiar people; or 
to be diſtinguiſhed from all other people upon earth, to 
be his people alone; to be his portion, when others 
were rejected. This ſeems to hold forth thus much to 
us, that God now choſe them in ſuch a manner, that 
this viſible choice of them was accompanied with a vi- 
fible rejection of all other nations in the world; that 
God viſibly came, and took up his reſidence with them, 
as forſaking all other nations. ann Dea 
And fo, as the firſt calling of the Gentiles after Chriſt 
came, was comes me with a rejection of the Jews; ſo 
the firſt calling of the Jews'to be God's people, when they 
were called out of Egypt, 'was accompanied with a re- 
jection of the Gentiles. | | 
Thus all the Gentile nations throughout the whole 
world, all nations, but only the Iſraelites, and thoſe that 
embodied themſelves with them, were left and given up 
to idolatry ; and ſo continued a great many ages, even 
from this time till Chriſt came, which was about fifteen 
hundred years. They were concluded ſo long a time 
in unbelief, that there might be a thorough proof of 
the neceſſity of a ſaviour ; that it might appear by fo 
long a trial, paſt all contradiction, that mankind were 
utterly inſufficient to deliver themſelves from that groſs 
darkneſs and miſery, and ſubjection to the devil, that 
they had fallen under ; that it might appear that all the 
wiſdom of the philoſophers, and the wiſeſt men that the 
Heathen had among them, could not deliver them from 
their darkneſs, for the greater glory to Jeſus Chriſt, 
who, when he came, enlightened and delivered them 
bench (2.1 999 goſpel. Herein the wonderful wiſdom of 
God appeared, in thus preparing the way for Chriſt's 
redemption, This the ſcripture teaches us, as in 1 Cor. 


l. 21. For after that, in the wiſdom of God, the peg 
| * | We 
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« by wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed God by the fool - 
„ iſhneſs of preaching to ſave them that believe.” 4 
Here I might conſider as another work of God, 
whereby 3 work of redemption was carried on, 
that wonderful deliverance which he wrought for the 
children of Iſrael at the Red ſea, when they were pur- 
ſued by the hoſts of the Egyptians, and were juſt ready 
to be {wallowed up by them, there. being, to human ap- 
pearance, no: poſſibility of an efcape, But as this may 
be referred to their redemption out of Egypt, and con- 
ſidered. as a part of that more general work, I-ſhall not 
further enlarge upon it. py 
III. The next thing that I ſhall take notice of here, 
that was done towards the work of redemption, is God's 
giving the moral law in ſo.awful a manner at Mount Si- 
nai, This was another new thing that God did; a new 
ſtep taken in this great affair. Deut. iv. 33. Did ever 
“ a people hear the voice of God ſpeaking out of the 


„% midſt of the fire, as thou has heard, and live?“ And 


it was a great thing that God did towards this work, 
and that whether we conſider it as delivered as a new 
Ar of the covenant of works, or given as a rule 
of life. eG. f | g , 1 

The covenant of works was here exhibited to be as a 
ſchoolmaſter to lead to Chriſt, not only for the uſe of 
that nation in the ages of the Old Teſtament, but for the 
uſe of God's church throughout all ages of the world; 
as an inſtrument that the great Redeemer makes uſe of 
to convince-men of their fin and miſery, and helpleſs 
ſtate, and of God's awful and-tremenduous majeſty and 
juſtice as a lawgiver, and ſo to make men ſenſible of 
the neceſſity of Chriſt as a ſaviour. The work of re- 
demption, in its ſaving effect on mens, ſouls, in all the 
progreſs of. it to the end of it, is not carried on without 


the uſe of this law that was now delivered at Sinai. 


It was given in an awful manner, with a terrible voice, 
exceedingly loud and awful, ſo that all the 2 that 
were in che camp trembled; and Moſes himſelf, though 
ſo intimate a friend of God, yet ſaid, I exceedingly fear 
and quake; the voice being accompanied with thunders | 
and lightnings, the mountain burning with fire to the 
midſt of heaven, and the earth itſelf ſhaking and trem- 
bling; to make all ſenſible how great that authority, 

64 4 12 power, 
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* — and juſtice was, that ſtood e exact the 
lfilment of this law, and to ſee it fully enecuted; and 
ſtow ſtrictly God would require the fulfilment; and 
ho terrible his wrath would be againſt every breaker 
of it; that men being ſenſible of theſe things, might 
have a thorough trial of themſelves, and might prove 
their own hearts, and know how impoſſible it is for 
them to have ſalvation” by the works of the law, and 
might ſee the abſolute neceſſity they ſtood in of a medi- 
ac 0 N GOHS | | 
If we regard this law now given at Mount Sinai, not 
as the covenant of works, but as a rule of life; fo it is 
made uſe of by the Redeemer, from that time to the end 
of the world, as a directory to his people, to ſhow them 
the way in which they muſt walk, as they would go to 
heaven: for a way of ſineere and univerſal obedience to 
this law is the narrow way that leads to life. 

IV. The next thing that is obſervable in this period, 
was God's giving the typical law, in which I ſuppoſe to 
be included 1 or all thoſe precepts'that were given by 
Moſes,” that did not properly belong to the moral law; 
not only thoſe laws that are commonly called ceremo- 
nial, in diſtinction from judicial laws, which are the 
laws preſcribing the ceremonies and circumſtances, of 
the Jewiſh worſhip, and their ecclefiaftical ftate 3 but 


- 


alſo — if not all thoſe divine laws that were politi- 
cal, and for regulating the Jewiſh commonwealth, com- 
monly called judicial laws; theſe were at beſt many of 
them typical. The giving this typical law was another 
25 thing that God did in this period, tending to 
ild up this glorious ſtructure of redemption that God 
had been carrying on from the beginning of the world. 
There had been many typical events of providence be- 
fore, that repreſented Chriſt and his redemption, and 
ſome typical ordinances, as particularly thoſe two of ſa- 
crifices and circumciſion : but now, inſtead of repreſent- 
ing the great Rede:mer in a few inſtitutions, God gives 
forth a law full of nothing elſe but various and innume- 
rable typical repreſentations of good things to come, by 
which that nation were directed how, every year, month, 
and day, in their religious actions, and in their conduct 
of themſelves, in all that appertained to their eceleſiaſti- 
cal and civil ſtate, to ſhow forth ſomething of Chriſt; 
4 One 
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one obſervance ſhowing one thing, exhibiting one doe» 
trine, or one benefit; another, another: ſo that the 
whole nation by this law was, as it were, conſtituted in 
a typical ſtate. Thus the goſpel was abundantly held 
forth to that nation; ſo that there is ſcaree any doctrine 
of it, but is particularly taught and exhibited by ſome 


obſervance of this law; though it was in ſhadows, and 
under a vail, as Moſes put vail on his face when it 


ſhone. 

| To this eypeal aw belong al the precepts that relate 
to building the tabernacle, that was in the wilder- 
neſs, and all the form, circumſtances, an utenſils of it. 


V. About this time was given to God's church the 


firſt wrinen word of God iat ever was enjoyed by 


God's people. This was another great thing done to- 
wards the affair of redemption, a new and glorious ad- 
vancement of the building. Not far from this time, was 
. God has 

the regulation of the faith, worſhip,'and prac- 
— of his church in all ages henceforward to the end 
of the world ; which rule grew, and was added to from 


that time, for many ages, till it was finiſhed, and the 


canon of ſcripture completed by the-apoſtle John, It js 
not very material, whether the firſt written word that 


ever was, was the ten commandments written on the 


tables of ſtone — — or the book of 


Chriſt has made uſe of to carry on his — of redemp- 


tion in all ages ſince it was given. There was a neceſſi- 
ty now of the word of God's being committed to wri- 
ting, for a ſteady rule to God's church. Before this, 
the church had the word of God by tradition, either by 
immediate tradition from eminent men that were ny 
red, that were then — (for it was a common thin 
thoſe days, before there was a written word, for D 
y to eminent perſons, as ap- 


* 


pears 
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pears by the book of Job, and many other things that 
— mentioned, in the book of Geneſis), or elſe 
they had it by tradition from former generations, which 
might be had with tolerable certainty in ages preceding 
this, by reaſon of the long lives of men. Noah might 
converſe with Adam, and receive traditions from him; 
and Noah lived till about Abraham's time: and the 
ſons of Jacob lived a conſiderable time to deliver the re - 
velations made to Abraham, Iſaac, and jacob, to their 
poſterity in Egypt. But the diſtance from the beginning 
of things was become ſo great, and the lives of men be- 
come ſo ſhort, being brought down to the preſent ſtan- 
dard about Moſesg's time, and God having now ſeparated 
a nation to be a peculiar people, partly for that end to 
be the keepers of the oracles of God; God ſaw it to be 
a needful and convenient time now to commit his word 
to writing, to remain henceforward for a ſteady rule 
throughout all ages. And therefore, beſides the book 
of Job, Chriſt, wrote the ten commandments on tables 
of ſtone, with his own finger ; and after this the whole 
law, as containing the ſubſtance of the five books of 
Moſes, was by. 's ſpecial command committed to 
writing, which was called the book of the law, and was 
laid up in the tabernacle, to be kept there for the uſe of 
the church; as you may ſee, Deut. xxxi. 24. 25. 26. 
VI. God was pleaſed now wonderfully to repreſent 
the progreſs of his redeemed church through the world 
to their eternal inheritance, by the journey of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael through the wilderneſs, from Egypt to 
Canaan. Here all the various ſteps of the redemption 
of the church by Chriſt were repreſented, from the be- 
ginning to its conſummation in glory. The ftate they 
are redeemed from is repreſented by Egypt, and- their 
bondage there, which they left. The purchaſe of their 
redemption was repreſented by the ſacrifice of the paſ- 
chal lamb, which was offered up that night that 
flew all the firſt-born of Egypt. The beginning of the 
application of the redemption of Chriſt's church in their 
converſion, was repreſented by Iſrael's going out of E- 
gypt, and paſling through the Red fea in ſo extraordi- 
[nary and miraculous à manner. The travel of the 
church through this evil world, and the various changes 
through which the church pales, in the diflexent _— 
| | p / 0 
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1 af it, was repreſented by the journey of the Iſraelites 
| through the wilderneſs. The manner of their being 
conducted by Chriſt, was repreſented by the Iſraelites 
being led by the pillar of cloud by day, and the pillar of 
| fire by night. The manner of the church's being ſup- 
ported in their progreſs, and ſupplied from the begin - 
ning to the end of it, with ſpiritual food, and continual 
| daily communications from God, was repreſented by: 
God's ſupplying the children of Iſrael with bread, or 
manna, from heaven, and water out of the rock. The 
dangers that the ſaints mutt meet with: in their courſe 
through the world, were repreſented by the fiery flying 
ſerpents which the children of Iſrael met with in the 
wilderneſs; The conflicts the church has with her ene- 
mies, were repreſented by their battle with the Amalek - 
ites, and others they met with there. And ſo innume- 
rable other things might be mentioned, wherein the 
things they met with were lively images of things which 
the church and ſaints meet with in all ages of the world. 
That theſe things are typical of things that in to 
the Chriſtian church, is manifeſt from 1 Cor. Xx. 11. 
Now all theſe things happened unto them for en- 
*« ſamples, and they were written for our admonition, up- 
* on whom the ends of the world are come.“ Here the 
apoſtle is ſpeaking of thoſe very things which we have 
now mentioned, and he ſays expreſsly, that they hap- 
pened unto them for types; ſo it is in the original. 
VII. Another thing here muſt not be omitted, which 
was a great and remarkable diſpenſation of Providence, 
reſpecting the whole world of mankind, which was fi- 
niſhed in this period; and that was, the ſhortening the 
days of man's life, whereby it was brought down from 
being between nine hundred and a thouſand years, to 
be but about ſeventy or eighty. The life of man began 
to be ſhortened immediately after the flood: it was 
3 down the firſt generation to fix hundred years, 
and the next to between four and five hundred years; 
and fo the life of man gratually grew ſhorter and ſhort- 
er, till about the time of the great mortality that was 
in the congregation of Iſrael, after they had murmured 
at the report of the ſpies, and their carcaſſes fell in the 
wilderneſs, whereby all the men of war died; and then 
the life of man was reduced to its preſent A 2 
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Moſes obſerves in that pſalm that he wrote on occaſion. 

of that mortality: Pſal. xc. 10. The days of our 
„years are threeſeore years and ten; and if by rea- 
« ſon of ſtrength they be fourſcore years, yet is their 
ſtrength labour and ſorrow : for it is ſoon cut off, and 


«< we fly away. 


This great diſpenſation of God tended to promote 
the grand deſign of the redemption of Chriſt. Man's 
life being cut ſo very ſhort in this world, tended to 
prepare the way for poor, mortal, ſhort-lived men, the 
more joyfully to entertain the glad tidings of everlaſting. 


life in another world, that are brought to light by the 
goſpel ; and more readily to embrace a ſaviour, that 
purchaſes and offers ſuch a bleſſing. If mens lives 
were ſtill commonly about nine hundred years, how 
much leſs would they have to move them to regard the 
proffers of a future life; how much greater tempta- 
tion would they have to reſt in the things of this world, 
they being of 149 long continuance. and to neglect 
any other life but this ? This probably contributed 
eatly to the wickedneſs of the antedeluvians. But now 
ow much greater motives have men to ſeck redemp - 
tion, and a life than this, by the great Redeem - 
er, ſince the life of man is not one twelfth part of what 
it uſed to be, and men now univerſally die at the age 
when men formerly uſed to be but as it were ſetting out 
in the world? ae, $4674 | 
VIII. The ſame work was carried on in rving 
that people, of whom Chriſt was to come, total 
by, periſhing in the wilderneſs, by a conſtant, miracle of 
rty years continuance- I obſerved before many times, 
how God preſerved thoſe: of whom the Redeemer: was 
to proceed in à very wonderful manner; as he pre- 
ſerved Noah and his family from the flood; and as he 
preſerved Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, with their fa- 
milies, from the wicked inhabitants of -Canaan; and as 
he preſerved Jacob and his family from perithing by the 
famine, by | Joſeph in Egypt nt this preſervation of 
the children of Iſrael for ſo long a time ig the wilder- 
neſs, was on ſome accounts more r than any 


of them; for it was by a continual miracle of ſo long 

duration. There was, as may be fairly computed, at 

firſt two millions of ſouls in that congregation, * 
coul 
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could not ſubſiſt any better without meat and drink 
than other men. But if this had been with-held, 
they muſt all have periſhed, every man, woman, and 
child, in leſs than one month's time, ſo that there 
would not have been one of them left. But yet this 
vaſt multitude ſubſiſted for forty years together, in a dry 
barren wilderneſs, without ſowing or reaping, or til- 


ling any land, having their bread daily rained down to 


them out of heaven, and being furniſhed with water to 
ſatisfy them all, out of a rock; and the ſame cloaths 
with which they came out of Egypt, laſting, without 
wearing out all that time. Never was any inſtance like 
this, of a nation being ſo upheld for ſo long a time to- 
gether. Thus God upheld his church by a continual 
miracle, and kept alive that people in whom was the 
blends the promiſed ſeed, and great Redeemer of the 
world. | | 
IX. God was pleaſed, in this time of the children of 

Iſrael's being in the wilderneſs, to give a further reve- 
lation of Chriſt the Redeemer in the predictions of him, 
than had been before. Here are three prophecies given 
at this time that I would take notice of. The firſt is 
that of Balaam, Numb. xxiv. 17. 18. 19. „ ſhall ſee 
«© him, but not now; I ſhall behold him, but not nigh : 
„ there ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre 
& ſhall riſe out of Iſrael, and ſhall ſmite the corners of 
% Moab, and deſtroy all the children of Sheth. And 
„% Edom ſhall be a poſſeſſion, Seir alſo ſhalt be a 
% poſſeſſion for his enemies, and Iſrael ſhall' do va» 
* liantly. Out of Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall have 
% dominion, and ſhall deſtroy him that remaineth of 
e the city.“ This is a plainer prophecy of Chriſt, e- 
ſpecially with regard to his kingly office, than any that 
had been before. But we have another, that God gave by 
Moſes, that is plainer till, eſpecially with regard to his 
prophetical office, in Deut. xvin. 18. &c. I will raiſe 
up a prophet from among their brethren; "Me unto 
** thee, and will put my words in his mouth, and he 
& ſhall ſpeak unto them all that I command him,” &c. 
This is a plainer prophecy of- Chriſt than any that had 
been before, in this reſpect, that all the prophecies that had 


been before of Chriſt, were in figurative myſtical language. 


The firſt prophecy was ſo, That the ſeed of the woman 
A ſhould 


* 
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ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head. The promiſes made 

to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, “ That in their ſeed all 

&« the families of the earth ſhould be bleſſed,“ were alſo 

my ical; which prophecy is not fo particular, becauſe 

the expreſſion, thy ſeed, is general, and not plainly li- 

mited to any particular perſon. 'The prophecy of Ja- 

cob in blefling Judah, Gen. xlix. 8. is in myſtical lan- 
guage and ſo is that of Balaam, which ſpeaks of 

hriſt under the figurative expreſſion of a far. But 

this is a plain prophecy, without being vailed in any 
myſtical language at all. | | di 

There are ſeveral things contained in this prophecy 

of Chriſt, Here is his mediatorial office in ge 
ver. 16. Here it is revealed how he ſhould be a perſon | 
to ſtand between them and God, that was ſo terrible a 
being, a being of ſuch awful majeſty, holineſs, and | 

juſtice, that they could not have come to him, and 

have intercourſe with him immediately, without a me- | 
diator to ſtand'between them ; becanſe, if they came to 
ſuch a dreadful fin-revenging God immediately, they { 

ſhould die ; God would prove a conſuming fire to them. 

And then here is a particular revelation of Chriſt with 

reſpect to his prophetical office: I will raiſe them up 

« a prophet from among their brethren, like unto 

% thee,” &c, And further, it is revealed what kind 

of a prophet he ſhould be, a prophet like Moſes, who 

was the head and leader of all the people, and who, 

under God, had been their redeemer, to bring them 

out of the houſe of bondage, was as it were their ſhep- 

herd by whom God led them through the Red ſea and 
wilderneſs, and was an interceſſor for them with God, 

and was both a prophet and a king in the congregation ; 
for Moſes had the power of a king among them. It is 

ſaid of him, Deut. xxxiii. 5. he was king in Jeſhurun, 

and he was the prophet by whom God as it were built 

up his church, and delivered his inſtructions of wor- 

ſhip. Thus Chriſt was to be a prophet like unto Mo- 
| ſes ; ſo that this is both the plaineſt and fulleſt prophe- 
co of Chriſt that ever had been from the beginning of 

e world to this time. e 

The next prophecy that I ſhall take notice of, re- 
ſpects only the calling of the Gentiles, which ſhould be 
After Chriſt's coming, of which God gave a very plain 
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rophecy by Moſes in the wilderneſs, Deut. xxxii. 21. 
ere is a very plain prophecy of the rejection of the 
Jews and calling the Gentiles. They moved God to 
jealouſy, by that which was not a god, by caſting him 
off, and taking other gods, that were no gods, in his 
room. 80 God declares that he will move them to 
jealouſy in the like .manner, by caſting them off, and 
taking other people, that had not been his people, in 
their room, The Apoſtle' Paul takes notice of this 
rophecy, as foretelling the calling of the Gentiles, in 
om. x. 19. 20. But I ſay, Did not Iſrael know? 
« Firſt, Moſes ſaith, I will provoke you to jealouſy by 
© them that are no people, and by a fooliſh nation I 
« will anger you. But Eſaias is very bold, and faith, 
« I was found of them that ſought me not; I was made 
« manifeſt to them that aſked not after me.” g 
Thus you ſee how the light of the goſpel, which firſt 
began to dawn and glimmer immediately after the fall, 
gradually increafes the nearer we come to Chriſt's 
time. | * Fo 
X. Another thing by. which God carried on this 
work in this time,. was a remarkable pouring out of his 
ſpirit on the young generation in the wilderneſs, The 
eneration that was grown up when they came out of 
gypt, from twenty years old and upward, was a very 
froward and perverſe generation. They were tainted 
with the idolatry and wickedneſs of Egypt, and were not 
weaned from it, as the Prophet Ezekiel takes notice, 
Ezek. xf. 6. 7. 8. Hence they made the golden calf in- 
imitation of the idolatry of Egypt, that was wont to 
worſhip a bull or an ox; and therefore cattle are called 
the abomination of the Egyptians, i. e. their idol, This 
generation, God was exceeding angry- with, and ſwore 
in his wrath; that they ſhould not enter into his reſt. 
But the younger generation were not ſo ; the genera- 
tion that were under twenty years. old when they came 
out of Egypt, and thoſe that were born in the wilder- 
neſs, the generation ſpoken of Numb. xiv. 31. * But 
« your little ones, whom ye ſaid ſhould be a prey, them 
* will I bring in; and they ſhall know the land that 
« ye have deſpiſed.” This was the generation with 
whom the covenant was renewed, as we have an ac- 


of 
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of Canaan, This generation God was pleaſed to make 
a generation to his praiſe, and they were eminent for 
Piety z as appears by many things ſaid in ſcripture about 
hem; as, particularly, Jer. ii. 2. 3. I remember thee, 
the kindneſs of thy youth, the love of thine eſpouſals, 
« when thou wenteſt after me in the wilderneſs, in a 
& land that was not ſown. Iſrael was holineſs. to the 
% Lord, and the firſt-fruits of his increaſe.” Here the 
Om that went after God, in the wilderneſs, is 
oken of with very high commendations, as eminent 
for holineſs: © Iſrael was holineſs to the Lord, and 
« the firſt-fruits of his increaſe.” And their love to 
God is ſpoken of as diſtinguiſhed like the love of a bride 
at her eln fal. The going after God in the wilder- 
neſs that is here ſpoken of, is not the going of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael out of Egypt into the wilderneſs of Sinai, 
but their following God through that dreadful wilder- 
neſs, that the congregation long wandered in, after 
they went back from Kadeſh-Barnea, which is ſpoken 
of, Deut. viii. 15. Who led thee through the great 
c and terrible wilderneſs, wherein were fiery ſerpents 
« and ſcorpions, and drought, where there was no 
© water.” Though this generation had a much greater 
trial, than the generation of their fathers had before 
they came to Kadeſh-Barnea, yet they never murmured 
againſt God in any wiſe, as their fathers had done: but 
their trials had a contrary effect upon them, to awaken 
them, convince, and humble them, and fit them for 
great mercy. They were awakened by thoſe awful 
judgements of God that he inflicted on their fathers, 
whereby their carcaſſes fell in the wilderneſs; - And 
God poured out his ſpirit with thoſe awakening provi- 
dences towards their fathers, and their own travel in 
the wilderneſs, and the word preached to them by Mo- 
ſes z whereby they were greatly awakened, and made 
to ſee the badneſs of their own hearts, and were hum- 
bled, and at length multitudes of them ſavingly con- 
verted ; as Deut. viii. 2. 3. “ And thou ſhalt remem- 
„ber the way which the Lord thy God led thee 
« theſe forty years in the wilderneſs, to humble thee, 
& and to prove ther, to know what was in thine 
* heart, whether thou wouldſt keep his command- 
& ments, or no. And he humbled thee,” & c. — 
ab Vert. 
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verſ. 15. Who led thee through that great and ter- 
« rible wilderneſs, — that he might humble thee, and 
« that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy 
« latter end.” And therefore it is ſaid, Hol. xiii. 5. 
« ] did know thee in the wilderneſs, - in the land of 
« great drought.” God allured them, and brought 
them into that wilderneſs, and ſpake comfortably to 
them, as it was foretold that he would do afterwards, 
Hof. ii. 14. | | | 
Thoſe terrible judgements that were executed in, the 
congregation after their turning back from Kadeſh- 
Barnea, in the matter of Korah, and the matter, of 


Peor, were chiefly on the old generation, whom God 


conſumed in the wilderneſs. Thoſe rebellions were 
chiefly among the elders of the congregation, who were 
of the older generation, that God had given up to their 
hearts luſt; and they walked in their own counſels, and 
God was grieyed with their manners forty years in the 
wilderneſs. . 

But that this younger congregation were eminent for 
piety, appears by all their hiſtory. The former gene- 
ration were wicked, and were 1 with curſes ; 


but this was holy; and wonderful bleflings followed 


them. God did great things for them; he fought for 
them, and gave them the poſſeſſion of Canaan. And 
it is God's manner, when he hath very great mercies to 
beſtow on a viſible people, firſt, to fit them for them, 
and then to beſtow them on them. So it was here: 
They believed in God, and by faith overcame Sibhon 
and Og, and the giants of Canaan z and are commend- 
ed for cleaving to the Lord: Joth. xxiii. 8. Joſhua ſays 
unto them, “ Cleave unto the Lord, as ye have done 
6“ unto this day.” And ſo Ifracl did all the while that 
generation lived. But when Joſhua and all that gene- 
ration were dead, there aroſe another generation that 
knew not the Lord. This pious generation ſhowed a 
laudable and fervent zeal for God on ſeveral occaſions ; 
on occaſion of Achan's fin; but eſpecially when they 
ſuſpected the two tribes and a half had ſet up an altar 


in oppoſition to the altar of burnt- offering. There ne- 


ver was any generation of Iſrael that ſo much good and 
ſo little evil is mentioned of, as this generation. It is 
further obſerveable, that in the time of this generation 


Was 


„% _ A HISTORY of Pee L. 


was the ſecond general circumciſion, whereby the re- 
proach of Iſrael was fully rolled away, and they became 
pure; and when afterwards they were polluted by A- 
chan, they purged themſelves again. ; 

The men of the former generation being dead, and 
God having ſanctified this younger generation to him- 
ſelf, he ſolemnly renewed his covenant with them, as we 
have a particular account in the 29th chapter of Deute- 
ronomy. We find that ſuch ſolemn renovations of the 
covenant commonly accompanied any remarkable pour- 
ing out of the Spirit, cauſing a general reformation : 
ſo we find it was in Hezekiah's and Joſiah's times. It is 
queſtionable whether there ever was a time of fo great 
a flouriſhing of religion in the Iſraelitiſn church, as in 
that generation; and as, in the Chriſtian church, reli- 
gion was in its moſt flouriſhing circumſtances in'the day 
of its eſpouſals, or firſt-ſetting up of that church, in the 
days of the apoſtles, ſo it ſeems to have been with the 

ewiſh church in the days of its firſt eſtabliſhment in 
ſes's and Joſhua's times. [3s 

Thus God at this time did gloriouſſy advance the 
work of redemption, both by his word and Spirit. By 
this pouring out of the Spirit of God, the work of re- 
demption was promoted, not only as it was in itſelf a 
glorious inſtance of the carrying on of. that redemption 
in the application of it, but as this was what God made 
uſe of as a means of the good and orderly eſtabliſhment 
of the church of Iſrael at its firſt beginning, when it was 
firſt ſettled in the regular obſervance ot God's ordi- 
nances in Canaan : even as the pouring out of the Spi- 
rit, in the beginning of the Chriſtian church, was a 
great means God made uſe of for the well eſtabliſhing 
the Chriſtian church in the world in all ſucceeding ages. 

XI. The next thing I would obſerve, was God's bring- 
ing the people of Iſrael under the hand of Joſhua, and 
ſettling them in that land where Chriſt was to be born, 
and which was the great type of the heavenly Canaan, 
which Chriſt has purchaſed. This was done by Joſhua, 
who was of Joſeph's poſterity, and was an eminent 
of Chriſt, and is therefore called the thepherd, the ſtone 
of Iſrael, in Jacob's blefling of Joſeph, Gen. xlix. 24. 
Being ſuch a type of Chriſt, he bore the name of Chriſt. 
Zoſhbua and Jeſus are the fame name, only 1 = neva | 
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Teſtament, which was origin 


after this 


Hebrew, the other is Greek: and therefore, in the New 
ally written in Greek, Jo- 
ſhua is called Jeſus, Acts vii. 45. © Which alſo our fa- 
te thers brought in with Jeſus,” i. e. Joſhua ; Heb. iv. 9. 
« If Jeſus had given them reſt, he would not have ſpo- 
ken of another day ;” i. e. if Joſhua had given them 

God wonderfully poſſeſſed his people of this land, 


_ conquering the former inhabitants of it, and the mighty 


giants, as Chriſt conquered the devil ; firſt conquering 
the great kings of that part of the land that was on the 
eaſtern fide of Jordan, Sihon king of the Amorites, 
and Og king of Baſhan; and then dividing the river 
Jordan, as before he had done the Red ſea ; cauſing the 
walls of Jericho to fall down at the ſound of the trum- 
pets of the prieſts ; that ſound typifying the ſound of 
the goſpel by the preaching of goſpel-miniſters, the 
walls of the accurſed city Jericho fignifying the walls of 
Satan's kingdom ; and after this wonderfully deſtroying 
the mighty hoſt of the Amorites under the five kings, 
cauſing the ſun and moon to ſtand till, to help the peo- 
ple againſt their enemies, at the prayer of the typical 
Jeſus ; plainly holding this forth, that God would make 
the whole courſe of nature to be ſubſervient to the af- 
fair of redemption z ſo that every thing ſhould yield to 
the rpoſes of that work, and give place to the welfare 
of s redeemed people. 
Thus did Chriſt ſhow his great love to his ele&, that 
he would make the courſe of nature, in the frame of the 
world, that he had made, and that he governed, to give 
place to their happineſs and proſperity 5 and ſhowed 
that the ſun and moon, and all things, viſible and invi- 
ſible, were, theirs by his purchaſe, ' At the ſame time, 
Chriſt fought as the captain of their hoſt, and caſt down 
eat hailſtones upon their enemies, by which more were 
in than 7 the ſword of the children of Iſrael. And 
Chriſt gave the people a mighty victory over a 
yet greater army in the northern part of the land, that 
were gathered together at the waters of Merom, as the 
ſand of the ſea-ſhore, as it is ſaid Joſh. xi. 4. 
Thus God gave the people whence Chriſt was to pro- 


ceed, the land where he was to be born, and live, and 


preach, and work miracles, and die, and riſe again, and 
whence 


/ 
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whence he was to aſcend into heaven, as the land which 
was a great type of heaven: which is another thing 


whereby a great advance was made in the affair of re- 
+ , demption. - | 
"it XII. Another thing that God did towards carrying 


on this affair, was his actually ſetting up his ſtated wor- 
ſhip among the people, as it had been before inſtituted 


in the wilderneſs. This worſhip was appointed at Mount 


Sinai, wholly in ſubſerviency to this great affair of re- 
demption. It was to make way for the coming of 
Chriſt ; and the innumerable ceremonial obſervances of 


it were typical-of him and his redemption. This wor- 


ſhip was chiefly inſtituted at Mount Sinai; but it was 
gradually ſet up in practice. It was partly ſet up in the 
wilderneſs, where the tabernacle and its veſſels were 
made z but there were many parts of their inſtituted 
worſhip that could not be obſerved in the wilderneſs, 
by reaſon of their unſettled, itinerant ſtate there: and 
then there were niany precepts that reſpect the land of 
Canaan, and their cities and places of habitation there ; 
which therefore could not be put in practice, till they 
came into that Iand. But now, when this was brought 


to paſs, God ſet up his tabernacle in the midſt of his 


people, as he had before promiſed them, Lev. xxvi. 11. 
« IT will ſet my tabernacle amongſt you.” The taber- 


nacle was ſet up at Shiloh, Joſh. xviii. 1. and the 


prieſts and Levites had their offices appointed them, 
and the cities of refuge were appointed; and now the 
people were in a condition to 8 their feaſts of the 
firſt · fruits, and their feaſts of ingathering, and to bring 
all their tithes and appointed 6fferings to the Lord; 


and moſt parts of God's worſhip were ſet up, though 
there were ſome things that were not obſerved till after - 


— 


wards, | 51 
XIII. The next thing I would take notice of, was 
God's wonderfully preſerving that people, from this time 
forward, when all the males went up, three times in the 
year, to the place where God's ark was, The people of 
ſrael were generally ſurrounded with enemies, that 


ſought all opportunities to deſtroy them, and diſpoſſeſs 


them of their land; and till David's time there were 
eat numbers in the land of the remains of the Canaan- 


ites, and the other former inhabitants of the land, that 
| ; f . were 
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were bitter enemies to the people of Ifrael : and theſe 


had from year to year, three times in the year, a fair - 


rtunity of over-running their country, and getting 
poſſeſſion of their cities, when all the males were gone, 
and only the women, and thoſe who were not able to 
go up, were left behind. And yet they were remark- 
ably preſerved throughout all generations at ſuch ſeas 
ſons, agreeable to the promiſe that God had made, 
Exod. xxxiv. 24. Neither ſhall any man deſige thy 
« land, when thou ſhalt go up to appear before the 
6 Lord thy God thrice in the year.” So wonderfully 
did God order affairs, and influence the hearts of their 
enemies, that though they were ſo full of enmity againft 
Iſrael, and deſired to diſpoſſeſs them of their land, and 


had ſo fair an opportunity ſo often in their hands, that 


the whole country was left naked and empty of all that 
could reſiſt them, and it would have been only for 


them to have gone and taken poſſeſſion, and ny could 


have had it without oppoſition, and they were ſo eager 
to take other opportunities againſt them ; yet we never 
read, in all their hiſtory, of any of their enemies takin 
theſe opportunities againſt them; which could be no leis 
than a continual miracle, that God, for the preſervation 
of his church, kept up for ſo many generations, even 
throughout the ages of the Old Teſtament. It was fure- 
ly a wonderful diſpenſation of divine providence to 
maintain and promote God's great deſign of redemp: 
tion. | 


XIV. God's preſerving his church and the true reli- 


gion from being wholly extinct in the frequent apoſta- 


fies of the Iſraelites in the time of the judges, How 
prone was that people to forſake the true God, that had 


done ſuch wonderful things for them, and to fall into 


idolatry ! and how did the land, from time to time, ſeem 
to be almoſt over-run with idolatry ! But yet God never 
ſuffered his true worſhip to be totally rooted out: his 
tabernacle ſtood, the ark was preſerved, the book of the 
law was kept from being deſtroyed,. God's prieſthood 
was upheld, and God till had a church — the peo- 
ple; and time after time, when religion ſeemed to be al · 
moſt gone, and it was come to the laſt extremity, then 
God granted a revival, and "24 ſome angel or prophet, 
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or raiſed up ſome eminent perſon, to be an inſtrument | 
of their re 


reformation. 
XV. God's preſerving that nation from being deſtroy, 
ed, and delivering them from time to time, although 


_ they were ſo often ſubdued and brought under the do- 


minion of their enemies. It is a wonder, not only that 
the true religion was not wholly rooted out, and ſo the 
church deſtroyed that way; but alſo that the very na- 
tion in which that church was, was not utterly deſtroy- 


ed; they were ſo often brought under the power of 


their enemies. One while they were ſubdued by Chu- 
Man · riſhataim king of Meſopotamia, another while they 
were brought under the Moabites ; and then they were 
fold into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan; and then 
they were under the dominion of the Midianites; and 
then were ſorely diſtreſſed by the children of Ammon 
and then by the Philiſtines. But yet God, in all theſe 
dangers, preferved them, and kept them from being 
wholly overthrown : and from time to time, when it was 
come to extremity, and God ſaw that they were upon 
the very brink of. ruin, then God raiſed up a deliverer, 
agreeable to Deut. xxxii. 36. For the Lord ſhall judge 
56 his people, and repent himſelf for his ſervants ; when 
'* he fark their power is gone, and there is none ſhut 
up or left.” | | | 
Thoſe remarkable diſpenſations of Providence are ve: 
ry livelily and elegantly ſet forth by the Pſalmiſt, Pal, 
CVI. 34. XC, 1 * | 
- Theſe deliverers that God raiſed up from time to time 
were all types of Chriſt, the great redeemer and deli, 
verer of his church; and ſome of them very remarkably 
ſo as, particularly, Barak, ſephthah, Gideon, and Sam- 
ſon, in very many particulars; and above all in the ads 


of Samſon, as might be ſhown, were it not that this 


would take up too much time. ; 

XVI. It is obſervable, that when Chriſt appeared to 
manage the affairs of his church in this period, he often 
appeared in the form of that nature that he took upon 
him in his incarnation. $0 he ſeems to have appeared 


to Moſes from time to time, and particularly at that 
time when God ſpake to him face to face, as a man 
| ſpeaketh to his friend, and he beheld the ſimilitude of 


the Lord (Numb. xii. 8.), after he had beſought him to 
ox 
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ſhow him his glory; which was the moſt remarkable 
viſion that ever he had of Chriſt. There was a twofold 
diſcovery that Moſes had of Chriſt: one was ſpiritual, 
made to his mind, by the word that was proclaimed, 
when he proclaimed his name, ſaying, “ The Lord, the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, and. 
« abundant in goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy for 
« thouſands, forgiving iniquity and I and 
« fin, and that will by no means clear the guilty ; viſit- 
« ing the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and 
« upon the childrens children, unto the third and to tho 
fourth generation,” Exod.) xxxiv. 6. &c. Another 
was external; which was that which Moſes ſaw, when 
Chriſt paſſed by, aud put him in a cleft of the rock, 
and covered him with his hand, ſo that Moſes ſaw his 
back-parts. What he ſaw was doubtleſs the back · parts 
of a glorious human form, in which Chriſt appeared to 


him, and in all likelihood the form of his glorified hu- 


man nature, in which he ſhould afterwards appear. He: 
ſaw not his face; for it is not to be ſuppoſed that any 
man could ſubſiſt under a fight of the glory of ee 
human nature as it now appears. 

So it was an human form in which Chrift appeared | 
to the ſeventy elders, of which we have an account, Ex- 
od. xxiv. 9. 10. 11. Then went up Moſes and Aaron, 
% Nadab and Abihu, and ſeventy of the elders of Iſrael. 
« And they ſaw the God of Iſrael: and there was un- 
« der his feet, as it were a paved work of a ſapphire-ſtone, 
« and as it were the body of heaven in his elearneſs. 
© And upon the nobles of the children of Iſrael he laid 
« not his hand: alſo they ſaw God, and did eat and 
6% drink,” - So Chriſt appeared afterwards to Joſhua in 
the form of the human nature, Joſh. v. 13. 14. And 
« it came tò paſs when Joſhua was by Jericho, he lift up 
&© his eyes, and locked, and- behold, there ſtood a man 
« over againſt him, with bis ſword drawn in his hand; 
« and. Joſhua went unto him, and ſaid unto him, Art 
& thou for us, or for our adverſaries? And he ſaid, 
« Nay, but as captain of the hoſt of the Lord am I now 
come.“ And ſo he appeared to Gideon, Judg. vi. 
11. &c, and ſo alſo to Manoah, Judg. xiii. 17,-—21- 
Here Chriſt appeared to Manoah in a repreſentation 
both of his incarnation * death; of his incarnation, 
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in that he appeared in a human form; and of his 
death and ſufferings, repreſented by the facrifice of a 
kid, and by his aſcending up in the flame of the ſacri- 
fice z intimating, that it was he that was the great ſacri- 
fice; that muſt be offered up'to God for a ſweet favour, 
in the fire of his wrath, as that kid was burned and aſ- 
cended up in the flame. Chriſt thus appeared, time af- 
ter time, in the form of that nature he was afterwards 
to take upon him ; becauſe he now appeared on the 
_ ſame deſign, and to carry on the ſame work, that he 
was to appear in that nature to work out and carry on. 
XVII. Another thing I would mention, done in this 
period towards the work of redemption, is the begin- 
ning of a ſucceſſion of prophets, and erecting a ſchool 
of the hets, in Samuel's time. There was ſome- 
thing of this ſpirit of prophecy in Iſrael after Moſes, be- 
fore Samuel. Joſhua and many of the judges had a 
degree of it. Deborah was a propheteſs ; and ſome of 
the high-prieſts were inſpired with this ſpirit 3 particu- 
larly Eli: and that ſpace of time was not wholly without 
inſtances of thoſe that were ſet apart of God eſpecially 
to this office, and ſo were called prophets. - Such an 
one we read of, Judg. vi. 8. © The Lord ſent a prophet 
«© unto the children of Ifracl, which faid unto them,” &c. 
Such an one he ſeems to have been that we read of, 
1 Sam, ii. 27.“ And there came a man of God to E- 
« li,“ &c. ; 
But there was no fuch order of men upheld in Iſrael 
for any conftancy, before Samuel; the want of it is ta- 
ken notice of in 1 Sam. iii. 1. And the word of the 
« Lord was precious in thoſe days; there was no open 
« vifion.” But in Samuel there was begun a ſucceſhon 
of prophets, that was maintained continually from that 
time, at leaſt with very little interruption, till the ſpi- 
rit of prophecy ceaſed, about Malachi's time: and there- 
fore Samuel is ſpoken of in the New Teſtament as the 
beginning of this ſucceflion of prophets, Acts iii. 24. 
« And all the prophets from Samuel, and thoſe that 
« follow after, as many as have ſpoken, have foretold 
© of theſe days.” After Samuel was Nathan, and Gad, 
and Iddo, and Heman, and Aſaph, and others. And 
afterwards, in the latter end of Solomon's reign, we read 
of Ahijah ; and in Jeroboatn and Rehoboam's time * 
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read of prophets; and ſo continually one prophet ſuc- 
ceeded another, till the captivity. We read in the wri- 
tings of thoſe prophets that are inſerted into the canon 
of the ſcriptures, of prophets as being a conſtant order 
of men upheld in the land in thoſe days: and in the 
time of the captivity there were prophets ſtill; as Eze- 
kiel and Daniel; and after the captivity there were pro- 
phets, as Zechariah; Haggai, and Malachi  _ _ 

And becauſe God intended s conſtant ſuccefion of 

phers from Samuels time, therefore in his time was 
5 a ſchool of the prophets; that is, a ſchool of 
young meti, that were trained up under ſome great pro- 
het, who was their maſtery and teacher in the ſtudy of 

dine things, and the practice of holineſs, to fit them 
for this office as God fhould call them to it. Thoſe 
young men that belonged to theſe ſchooks, were called 
the ſons of the prophets 4 and oftentimes they are called 
prophets. Theſe at firſt were under the tuition of Sa- 
muel. Thus we read of Samuers being appointed over 
them, 1 Sam. xix. 20, * And when they faw the com- 
4 pany of prophets propheſying, and Samuel ſtanding 
« as appointed over them.” The company of hers 


we read of their being under Elijah. Eliſha was one of 
his ſons ; but he defired to have a double portion of his 
ſpirit, as his ſueceſſor, as his firft-born, as the eldeſt ſon 
was wont to have à double portion of the eftate of his 
father; and therefore the ſons of the prophets, when 

they perceived that the ſpirit of Elijah reſted on Eliſha, 
fubmitted themſelves to him, and oed him for their 


maſter, as they had done Eljah before him; as you 
may ſee, 2 Kings i. 15. © And when the ſons of the 


« prophets which were to view at Jericho, faw him, 
« they ſaid, The fpiri of Elijah doth reſt on Eliſha. And 
« they bowed thetmſelves to the ground before him.“ 
And ſo after this Eliſha was their maſter or teacher; 
he had the care and inſtruction of them ; as you m 
ſee, 2 Kings iv. 38. © And Eliſha came again to Gilgal, 
« and there was a dearth in the land, and the ſons of 
< the prophets were ſitting before him: and he ſaid un- 


4 to his ſervant, Set on the great pot, and ſeethe pot- 


«. tage for the ſons of the prophets. In Elijah's and 
Eliſha's time, there were ſeveral places where 1 re- 
| 2 | ded 
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ſided companies of theſe ſons of the prophets; as there 
was one at Bethel, and another at Jericho, and ano- 
ther at Gilgal, unleſs that at Gilgal and Jericho were the 
ſame « and poſſibly that which is called % — 
ruſalem; ſee 2 Kings xxii. 14, It is there ſaid of Hul - 
dah the propheteſs, that ; ſhe dwelt in Jeruſalem, in the 
e college.“ They had houſes built, where they uſed to 
dwell together; and therefore thoſe at Jericho being 
multiplied, and finding their houſe too little for them, 
deſired leave of their. maſter and teacher Eliſha, that 
they might go and hew timber to build a bigger; as 
you may ſee, 2 Kings vi. 1. 2. 55 | 
At ſome times there were numbers of theſe ſons of 
the -prophets in Iſrael; for when Jezebel cut off the 
— of the Lord, it is ſaid, that Obadiah took an 
undred of them, and hid them by fifty in a cave, 
1 Kings xvili. 4. urn 9 web by 
Theſe ſchools of the prophets being ſet up by Samuel, 
and afterwards kept up by ſuch great prophets as Eli- 
jah and Eliſha, muſt be of divine appointment; and ac- 
cordingly we find, that thoſe ſons of the prophets were 
often . with a degree of inſpiration, while they 


continued under tuition in the ſchools of the prophets; 


and God commonly, when he called: any prophet to the 
conſtant exerciſe of the prophetical office, and to ſome. 
extraordinary ſervice, took them out of theſe ſchools ;— 
though not univerſally. Hence the prophet Amos, ſpeak- 
ing of his being called to the prophetical office, ſays, that 
he was one that had not been educated in the ſchools of 
the prophets, and was not one of the ſons of the pro- 
hets, Amos vii. 14. 15. But Amos's taking notice, of 
it as remarkable, that he ſhould be called to be a pro- 
phet that had not been educated at the ſchools of the 
prophets, ſhows that it God's ordinary manner to 
take his prophets out of theſe ſchools ; for therein he 
did but bleſs bis own inſtitution, | 
Now this remarkable diſpenſation of Providence that 


we are upon, viz. God's beginning a conſtant ſucceſſion 


of prophets in Samuel's time, that was to laſt for many 
ages; and to that end, eſtabliſhing a ſchool of the pro- 
hets under Samuel, thenceforward to be continued in 
ſrael, was a ſtep that God took in that great affair of 
redemption 


* 


— 
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redemption that we are upon. For the main bufineſs of 
this ſucceſſion of prophets was, to foreſhow Chriſt, and 
the-glorious redemption that he was to accompliſh, and 
ſo to prepare the way for his coming; as appears by that 
forementioned place, Acts ii. 24. and by Acts x. 43. 
« To him give all the prophets witneſs ;” and by Acts 
iii. 18.“ But thoſe things which God before had ſhew- | 
« ed by the mouth all his prophets, that Chriſt | 
« ſhould ſuffer, he hath ſo fulfilled.” 5 0 
As I obſerved before, the Old-Teſtament time was 
like a time of night, wherein the church was not wholly | 
without light, but had not the light of the ſun directly, 
but as reflected from the ſtars. Now theſe prophets 
were the ſtars that reflected the light of the ſun; and 
accordingly they ſpoke abundantly of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
appears by what we have of their prophecies in writing. 
And they made it very much their buſineſs, when they 
ſtudied in their ſchools or colleges, and elſewhere, to 
ſearch out the work of redemption ;- agreeable to what 4 
the apoſtle Peter ſays of them, 1 Pet. i. 10. 11.“ Of . 
« which ſalvation the prophets have enquired, and 
e ſearched diligently, who propheſied of the grace that 
“ ſhould come unto you; ſearching what, or what man- 
t ner of time the Spirit of Chriſt that was in them did 
« ſignify, when it teſtified beforehand the ſufferings of 
« Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow.” We are 
told; that the church of - the Redeemer is built on the 
foundation of the prophets and apoſtles, the Redeemer 
himſelf being the chi corner-ſtone, Eph. ii. 20. 
This was the firſt thing of the nature that ever was 
done in the world; and it was a great thing that God 
did towards further advancing this great building of re- 
demption. + There had been before occaſional prophe- 
cies of Chrift, as was ſhown ;z but now the time drawing 
nearer when the Redeemer ſhould come, it pleaſed God 
to appoint a certain order of men, in conſtant ſucceſſion, 
whoſe main buſineſs it ſhould be, to foreſhow Chriſt 
and his redemption, and as his forerunners to prepare 
the way for his coming; and God eſtabliſhed {hools, 
wherein multitudes were, inſtructed and trained up to 
that end, Rev. xix. 10: “J am thy fellow - ſervant, and 
* of thy brethren that have the teſtimony. of Jeſus ; 
e for the teſtimony of Jeſus is the ſpirit of Er 


/ 5+. $ $$... ..22. At. £2... 4 


"uw © 3 2... 


sei mi fa IN „% „„ oe 


B md 1.05 = 


s A HISTORY of Period 1 


5 P A R T V. ( 
«4 From David to the Babyloniſh captivity. 


1 now to the fifth period of the times of the 
Old Teſtament, beginning with David, and extend. 
ing to the Babyloniſb captivity ; and would now proceed 
to ſhow how the work of redemption was carried on 
„through this period alfſo.—— And here, 1 
I. The firſt thing to be taken notice of, is God's a- 
nointing that perſon that was to be the anceſtor of 
Chriſt, ro be king over his people. The difpenſations 
of Providence that have been taken notice . through 
the laſt period, from Moſes to this time, reſpect the 
A whence Chriſt was to proceed. But now the 
cripture-hiſtory leads us to conſider God's providence 
towards that particular perſon whence Chriſt was to pro- 
ceed, via. David. It pleaſed God at this time remark- 
ably to fele& out that perſon of whom Chriſt was to 
come, from all the thouſands of Iſrael, and to put a moſt 
honourable mark of diſtinction upon him, by — 
him to be king over his * It was only God 
could find him out. His father's houſe is ſpoken of as 
being little in Ifrael, and he was the youngeſt of all the 
ſons of his father, and was leaſt expected to be the man 
that God had choſen, by Samnel. God had before, in 
the former ages of the world, remarkably diſtinguiſhed 
the perſons from whom Chriſt was to come z as he did 
Seth, and Noah, and Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob. 
But the laſt that we have any account of God's marking 
out in any notable manner, the very perſon of whom 
Chriſt was to come, was in Jacob's bleſſing his ſon Ju- 
dah ; unleſs we reckon Nahſhon's advancement in the 
wilderneſs to be the head of the tribe of Judah. But 
this diſtinction of the perſon of whom Chriſt was to 
come, in David, was very, honourable ; for it was God's 
anointing him to be king over his people. And there 
was ſomething further denoted by David's anointing, 
than was in the anointing of Saul. God anointed 
Saul to be king perſonally; but God intended ſome- 
thing further by ſending Samuel to anoint David, viz. 
7 | | 0 
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to eſtabliſh: the crown of Iſrael in him and in his family, 
as long as Iſrael continued to be a kingdom; and, not 
only ſo, but what was infinitely more till, eſtabliſhi 
the crown of his univerſal church, his ſpiritual Iſrae 
in his ſeed, to the end of the world, and throughout all 
eternity. | : 
This was a great diſpenſation of God,'and a gre 
fp taken towards a further advancing of the work o 
redemption, according as the time drew near wherein 
Chriſt-was to come, David, as he was the anceſtor of 
Chriſt, ſo he was the greateſt perſonal type of Chriſt of 
all under the Old Teſtament. The types of Chriſt were 
of three ſorts; types of inſtitution, or inſtituted types, 
and providential, and perſonal types. The ordinance - 
of ſacrificing was the greateſt of the inſtituted ; 
and the redemption out of Egypt was the greateſt che 
rovidential types; and David the greateſt of the per- 
bad types. Hence Chriſt is often called David in the 
prophecies of ſcripture; as Ezek. xxxiv. 23. 24. © And 
« I will ſet up one ſhepherd over them, and he ſhall 
&« feed them, even my ſervant David; - My ſervant Da- 
% vid a prince among them;” and ſo in many other 
pores and he is very often ſpoken of as the ſeed of 


avid, and the ſon of David. | | 

David being the anceſtor and great type of Chriſt, his 
being ſolemnly anointed by God to be king over his 
people, that the 1 N of his church might be conti - 
nued in his family for ever, may in ſome reſpects be 
looked on as an anointing. of Chriſt himſelf, Chriſt 
was as it were anointed in him; and therefore Chriſt's 
anointing and David's anointing are ſpoken of under 
one in ſcripture, as Pſal. Ixxxix. 20. © I have found 
« David my ſervant; with my holy oil have I anointed 
% him.” And David's throne and Chriſt's are ſpoken 
of as one: Luke i. 32. © And the Lord ſhall give him 
« the throne of his father David.” Ad ii, 30. “Pa- 
« vid—knowing that God had ſworn with an oath to 
„ him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the 
« fleth, he would raiſe up Chriſt to ſit on his throne.” 

Thus God's beginning of the kingdom of his church 
in the houſe of David, was, as it were, a new eſtabliſn- 
ing of the kingdom of Chriſt ; the beginning of it in a 
ſtate of ſuch viſibility as it ET continued * 


* 


* 


It was as it were God's planting the root, whence that 
branch of righteonſachs was afterwards to ſpring up, 
that was to be the everlaſting king of his church; and 
therefore this everlaſting king is called the branch from 
the flem of Fee. If. xi. 1. And there ſhall come 
« forth a rod out of the ſtem of Jeſſe, and a branch 
$ ſhall grow out of his roots.“ Jer. xxiii. 5. Behold, 

the days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will raiſe up un- 
f* to David a righteous branch, and a king ſhall rei 
* and proſper.” So chap. xxxiii. 15. In thofe days, 
te and at that time, I will cauſe the branch of righteouſ- 
„ neſs, to grow up unto David, and he ſhall execute 
$ judgement and righteouſneſs in the land.” 80 Chriſt, 
in the New Teſtament, is called the root and offspring of 
David, Rey. xxii. 6. | 4 

It is. obſeryable, that God anointed David after Saul 

to reign in bis room. Ile took away the crown from 
him and his family, who was higher in ſtature than any 
of his people, and was in their cyes fitteſt to bear rule, 
to give it to David, who was low of ſtature, and in com- 
ariſon, of deſpicable appearance: ſo God was pleaſed 
to ſhow how Chriſt, who appeared deſpicable, without 
form dr comelineſs, and was deſpiſed and rejected of 
men, ſhould take the kingdom from the great ones of 
the carth. And alſo it is obſervable, that David was the 
oungeſt of ſeſſe's ſons, as Jacob the younger ther 

Mc 4nd Eſau, and got the birthright and bleſſing 

from him: and as Pharez, brother of Chriſt's anceſtor, 
ſupplanted Zarah in the birth; and as Ifaac, another of 

the anceſtors of Chriſt, caſt out his elder brother Iſh- 


: 


mael; thus was that frequent ſaying of Chriſt fulfilled, 
% The laſt ſhall be firſt, and the firſt laſt,” 1 
II. The next thing I would obſerve, is God's ſo pre- 
ſerying David's life, by a ſeries of wonderful provi- 
dences, till Saul's death. I before took notice of the 
wonderful preferyation of other particular perſons that 
were the anceſtors of Chriſt; as Noah, Abraham, Iſaac, 
Jacek; and haye obſerved how, in that Chriſt the great 
edeemer was to proceed from them, that in their pre- 
ſervation, the work of redemption itſelf may be looked 
upon. as preſerved from being defeated, and the whole 
church, which is redeemed through him, from bein 
gverthrown, But the preſervation-of David was no leis 
| n remarkable 
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remarkable than that of any others that have been al- 
ready taken notice of. How often was it fo, that there 
was but a ſtep between him and death, The firſt in- 
ſtance of it we have in his encountering a'lion and a 
bear, when they had caught a lamb out of his flock; 
which, without miraculous aſſiſtance, could at once have 
rent this young ſtripling in pieces, as they could the lamb 
that he delivered from them: ſo afterwards the root ard 
offspring of David was preferved from the roaring lion 
that goes about ſeeking whom he may devour, and con- 
quered him, and reſcued the poor fouls of men, that 
were as lambs in the mouth of this lion. Another re- 
markable inſtance was, in preſerving him from that 
mighty giant Goliath, who was ſtrong enough to have 


taken him, and picked him to pieces with his fingers, 


and given his fleſh to the beaſts of the field; and to tlie 
fowls of, the air, as he threatened him : but God pre- 


ſerved him from him, and gave him the victory over 
him, fo that he cut off his | 
and made him therein the deliverer of his pedple 3 as. 


cad with His own ſword, 


Chriſt flew the ſpiritual Goliath with his own weapon, 
the croſs, and ſo delivered his people. And how re- 
markably did God preſerve him Rom being flain by 
Saul, when he firſt ſought his life, by giving him his 
daughter to be a ſnare to him, that the hand of the 


' Philiſtines might be upon him, requiring him to pay for 


her by an hundred foreſkins of the Philiſtines, that ſo - 


his life niight be expoſed to them; and in preſervi 


him afterwards, when Saul ſpake to Jonathan, and ri 
all his ſervants, to kill David; and in inclining Jonathan, 
inſtead of his killing him, as his father bade him, to love 
him as his own ſoul, and to be a great inſtrument of his 
N even ſo as to expoſe his own life to pre- 
ſerve David; though one would have thought that none 
would have been more willing to have David killed than 
Jonathan; ſeeing that he was competitor with him f 


his father's crown ; and again ſaving him, when Saul 


threw a javelin at him to ſmite him even to the wall; 
and again preſerving him, when he ſetit meſſengers to 
his houſe, to watch him, and to kill him; when Michal 
Saul's daughter let him down through a window; and 
when he afterwards ſent meſſengers, once and again, to 
Naioth in Ramab, to take him, and they were remark- 


92 A HISTORY of Period. 


ably Lauf da. time after time, by being ſcized with mi- 
raculous impreſſions. of the ſpirit of God; and after. 
wards, when Saul, being reſolute in the affair, went 
himſelf, he alſo was among the prophets : and after 
this, how wonderfully was David's life preſerved at 
Gath among the Philiſtines, when he went to Achiſh 
the king of Gath, and was there in the hands of the 
Philiſtines, who, one would have thought, would have 
diſpatched him at once, he having ſo much provoked 
them by his exploits againſt them : and he was again 
wonderfully preferved at Keilah, when he had entered in- 
to a fenced town, where Saul thought he was ſure of him, 
And how wonderfully was he preſerved from Saul, when 
he purſued and hunted him in the mountains? How 
remarkably did God deliver him in the wilderneſs of 
Maon, when Saul and his army were compaſſing David 
about? How was he delivered in the cave of Engedi, 
when, inſtead of Saul's killing David, God delivered 
Saul into his hands in the cave, and he cut off his ſkirt, 
and might as caſily have cut off his head; and after- 
wards delivering him in like manner in the wilderneſs 
of Ziph ; and afterwards again preſerving him in the 
land of the Philiſtines, though David had Bugbe againſt 
the Philiſtines, and conquered them at Keilah, ſince he 
was laſt among them; which one would think, would 
have been ſuffiejent warning to them not to truſt him, 
or let him eſcape a ſecond time, if ever they had him in 
their hands again; but yet now, when they had a ſe- 
cond opportunity, God wonderfully turned their hearts 
to him to befriend and protect him, inſtead of deſtroy- 


. 3 5 

us was the precious ſeed that virtually contained 
the Redeemer, and all the bleflings of his redemption, 
wonderfully preſerved, when hell and earth were con- 

| ipires againſd it to deſtroy it. How often does David 
himſelf take notice of this, with praiſe and admiration, 
in the book of Pſalms? _ 
III. About this time, the written word of God, or 
the canon of ſcripture, was added to by Samuel. I have 
before obſerved, how that the canon of the ſcripture 
was begun, and the firſt written word of God, the firſt 
written rule of faith and manners that ever was, was gi- 
ven to the church about Moſes's time: and many, * 


4 


| 
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I know not but moſt divines, think it was added to by 
Joſhua, and that he wrote the laſt chapter of Deutero- 
nomy, and moſt of the book of Joſhna. Others think 
that Joſhua, Judges, Ruth, and part of the firſt book of 
Samuel, were written by Samuel. However that was, 
this we have good evidence of, that Samuel made an 
addition to the canon of ſcripture; for Samuel is ma- 
nifeſtly mentioned in the New Teſtament, as one of the 
prophets whoſe writings we have in the ſcriptures, in 
that forementioned Acts iti. 24. © Yea and all the pro- 
« phets from Samuel, and thoſe that follow after, as 
« many as have ſpoken, have likewiſe foretold of theſe 
& days.” By that expreſſion, © as many as have ſpoken,” 
cannot be meant, as many as have ſpoken by word of 
mouth; for. never was any prophet but what did that: 
but the meaning muſt be, as many as have ſpoken by 
writing, ſo that what they have ſpoken has come down 
to us, that we may ſer what it is. en | 
And the way that Samuel ſpoke of theſe times of 


Chriſt and'the golpet, was by giving the hiſtory of thoſe - 


things that rypified them, and pointed to them, particu- 
larly the things concerning David that he wrote. The 
Spirit of God moved him to commit thoſe things to wri- 
ting, chiefly for that reaſon, becauſe they pointed to 
Chriſt, and the times of the goſpel; and, as was ſaid be- 
fore, this was the main buſineſs of all that ſuceefion of 
prophets, that began in Samuel, to foreſhow the times. 
hat Samuel added to the canon of the ſcriptures 
ſeems further to appear from 1 Chron, xxix. 29. Now 
* the acts of David the king, firſt and laſt, behold; they 
& are written in the book of Samuel the ſeer.“ | 
Whether the book of Joſhua was written by Samuel 
or not, ye it is the general opinion of divines, that the 
books bf Judges, and Ruth, and part of the firſt book of 
Samuel, were penned by him. e book of Ruth was 
penned for that reaſon, becauſe though it ſeemed to 
treat of private affairs, yet the perſons chiefly ſpoken of 
in chat book were of the family whence David and 
Chriſt proceeded, and ſo pointed to what the apoſtle Pe- 
ter obſerved of Samuel and the other prophets, in the 
zd chapter of Acts. The thus adding to the canon of 
the ſcriptures, the great and main inſtrument of the ap- 
plication of redemption,” is to be looked upon as a — 
PT | er 
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he is both dead and buried, an 
% us unto this day: therefore being a, prophet, and 
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ther carrying on of that work, and an addition made to 
that great building. D 1 

iv. Another thing God did towards this, work, 
that time, was his inſpiring David to ſhow forth Chrik 
and his redemption, in divine ſongs, which ſhould be 
for the uſe of the church, in public worſhip, throughout 
all ages. David was himſelf endued with the ſpirit of 
ophecy. He is called a prophet, Acts ii. 29. 30. Let 
me freely ſpeak to you of the Verl David, that 
his ſepulchre is with 


.++ knowing that God had ſworn with an oath,” &c. 80 
that herein he was a type of Chriſt, that he was both a 
prophet and a king. We have no certain account of 
the time when David was firſt endued with the ſpirit of 


. prophecy z but it is manifeſt, that it either was at the 


” 


£ 


time that Samuel anointed him, or very ſoon after; for 


he 8 ſoon after acted by this ſpirit, in tlie affair of 
Gabith : and then great part of the pſalms were pen- 
ned, in the time of his troubles, before he came to the 
crown; as might be made manifeſt by an induction of 


ic | 
The oil that was uſed in anointing David was a type 
of the Spirit of God; and the type and the antetype 
were given both together; as we are told, 1 Sam. xvi. 
13+ “ Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anoint 
«© him in the midſt of his brethren ; and the ſpirit of 
% the Lord came upon David from that day forward? 
and it is probable, 45 it now came upon him in its pro- 
phetical influences. ebe 
The way that this ſpirit influenced him was, to inſpire 


him to ſhow forth Chrilt, and the glorious things of his 


: 


x 


- 


redemption, in divine ſongs, ſweetly expreſſing the 
breathings of a 2 ſoul, full of admiration of the 
lorious things of the Redeemer, inflamed with divine 


ve, and lifted up with l and therefore ke is call - 


ed the ſweet pſalmift of Iſrael. 2 Sam. xxiil. 1.“ Now 
& theſe be the laſt words of David: David the ſon of 
&« Tefle ſaid, and the 4 who was raiſed up on high, 
ts the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the ſweet 
« pſalmiſt of Ifracl.” The main ſubjefts of theſe ſweet 
ſongs were the glorious things of the goſpel; as is evi- 
dent by the interpretation that is often put upon os 


myo. cc 
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and the uſe that is made of them in the New Teſtament : 
for there is no one book of the Old Teſtament that is 
ſo often quoted in the New, as the book of Pſalms. 
Joyfully did this holy man ſing of thoſe great things of 
Chriſt's redemption, 'that had: been the hope and expec- 
tation of God's church and people from the beginning 
of the church of God on earth; and joyfully did others 
follow him in it, as Aſaph, Heman, Ethan, and others ; 
for the book of Pſalms was not all penned by David; 
though the greater part of it was. Hereby the canon of 
ſcripture was further added to; and an excellent por- 
tion of divine writ was it that was adden. 
This was a great advancement that God made in this 
building; and the light of the goſpel, which had been 
dually growing from the fall, was exceedingly increa- 

ed by it: for whereas before there was but here and 
there a prophecy given of Chriſt in a great many ages, 
now here Chriſt is ſpoken of by his anceſtor David a- 
bundantly, in multitudes of ſongs, ſpeaking of his incar- 
nation, life, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion into heaven, 
his ſatisfaction, interceſſion 3 his prophetical, kingly, 
and prieſtly office; his glorious benefits in this life and 
that which is to come; his union with the church, and 
the blefſedneſs of the church in him; the calling of the 
Gentiles, the future glory of the church near the end of 
the world, and Chriſt's coming to the final judgement. 
All theſe things, and many more, concerning Chriſt and 
his redemption, are abundantly ſpoken of in the book 
of Pſalms, | n 
This was alſo a glorious advancement of the affair of 
redemption, as God hereby gave his church a book of 
divine ſongs for their uſe in that part of their public 
worſhip, viz- ſinging his praiſes, throughout all ages to 
the end of the world. It is manifeſt the book of Pſalms 
was given of God for this end. It was uſed in the 
church of Iſrael by God's appointment: this is manifeſt 
by the title of many of the plalms, in which they are in- 
ſcribed to the chief muſician, i. e. to the man that was 
appointed to be the leader of divine ſongs in the temple, 
in the public worſhip of Iſrael. So David is called the 
fucet palmift.of [ſrael, becauſe he penned pſalms for the 
uſe of the church of Iſrael z and accordingly we have 
an account that they were actually made = 4 of in 2 
** church 


96 A HISTORY of Prriodh, 


church of Iſrael for that end, even ages after David way 
dead; as 2 Chron. xxix. 30. Moreover, Hezekiah the 
king, and the princes, commanded the Levites to 
& praiſes unto the Lord, with the words of David, and o 
% Aſaph the fecr.” And we find that the ſame are ap- 
inted in the New Teſtament to be made uſe of in the 
hriſtian church, in their worſhip : Eph. v. 19. © Speak - 
„ing to yourſelves in p/a/ms, hymns, and ſpiritual 
„ ſongs,” Col. iii. 16. Admoniſhing one another in 
« palms, hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs.” And ſo th 
have been, and will to the end of the world be made uſe 


of in the church to celebrate the praiſes of God. The 


people of God were wont ſometimes to worſhip God by 
ſinging ſongs to his praiſe before; as they did at the 
Red ſea; and they had Moſes's prophetical ſong, in the 
32d chapter of Deuteronomy, committed to them for 
that end; and Deborah, and Barak, and Hannah, fu 
praiſes to God: but now firſt did; God commit to his 
church a book of divine ſongs for their conſtant uſe. 
V. The next thing I would take notice of, is God's 
actually exalting David to the throne of Iſrael, not- 
withſtanding all the oppoſition made to it. God was de- 
termined to do it, and he made every thing give place 
that ſtood in the way of it. He removed Saul his 
ſons out of the way ; and firſt ſet David over the tribe of 
Judah; and then, having removed Iſhboſheth, ſet him 
over all Iſrael Thus did God fulfil his word to David. 
He took him from the ſheep-cote, and made him king 
over his people Iſrael, Pſal. hcxviii. 70. 71. And now 
the throne of Ifracl was eſtabliſhed in that family in 
which it was to continue for ever, even for ever and ever. 
VI. Now firſt it was that God proceeded to chuſe 2 
particular city out of all the tribes of Iſracl to place his 
name there. There is ſeveral times mention made in 
the law of Moſes, of the children of Iſrael's bringing 
their oblations to the place which God ſhould chule ; 
as Deut. xii. 5. 6. 7. and ſo in many other places; but 
God had never proceeded to do it till now. The ta- 
bernacle and ark were never fixed, but ſometimes in one 
place, and ſometimes in another; but now God pro- 
ceeded to chuſe Jeruſalem. The city of Jeruſalem was 
never thoroughly conquered, or taken out of the hands 
of the Jebuſites, till David's time. It is ſaid in Joſhua 


XV, 


a —_—— — — ——_— vY 


DD” © PA... 


EUA S RNRFEFSASELTJ SFV. S 5 * 


xv. 63. * As for the Jebuſites, the inhabitants of Jeru- 
© ſalem, the children of Judah could not drive them 
« out': but the Jebuſites dwell with the children of Ju- 
« dah at Jeruſalem unto this day.” But now David 


And now God proceeded to chuſe that city to place his 
name there, as appears by David's bringing up the ark 
thither ſoon after; and therefore this is mentioned after- 
wards as the firſt time God proceeded to chaſe a city to 
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wholly fubdued it, as we have an account in 2 Sam; v. 


place his name there; 2 Chron. vi. 5. 6. and chap. xii. 


13. Afﬀterwards God proceeded to ſhow David the 
very place where he would have his temple built, viz. in 
the threſhing-floor of Araunah the Jebuſite. | 

This city of Jeruſalem is therefore called the holy city; 
and it was the greateſt type of the church of Chriſt in 
all the Old Teſtament, It was redeemed by David, the 
captain of the hoſts of Iſrael, out of the hands of the 
Jebuzites, to be God's city, the holy place of his reſt 
for ever, where he would dwell ; as Chriſt, the captain 


of his people's ſalvation, redeems his church out of the 


hands of ' devils, to be his holy and beloved city. And 
therefore how often does the ſeripture, when ſpeaking 


of Chriſt's' redemption of his church, call it by the 


names of Zion and Jeruſalem This was the city that 
God had appointed to be the place of the firſt gather- 
ing and erecting of the Chriſtian church after Chriſt's 
reſurrection; of that remarkable powering out of the 
Spirit of God on the apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, 
and the place whence the goſpel was to ſound forth in- 
to all the world; the place of the firft Chriſtian church, 
that was to be; as it were, the mother of all other 


churches wy ae; = the world; agreeable to that prophe- 
s 


cy, If. ti. 3. 4. Out of Zion ſhall go forth the law; 
© and the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem :- and he 
&« ſhall judge among the nations, and ſhall rebuke ma- 
« ny people,” &c. 1 | 

Thus God choſe Mount Sion whence the goſpel was 
8 be ſounded forth, as the law had been from Mount 

inai. | x | 
VII. The next thing to be obſerved here, is God's 
ſolemnly renewing the covenant of grace with David, 
and promiſing that the Meſſiah ſhould be of his ſeed. 


We have an account of it - the 7th chapter of the fe- 


cond 


7 
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cond book of Samnel. It 8 done on occaſion of the 


thoughts David entertained of building God an houſe. 


On this occaſion God ſends Nathan the prophet to him, 


with the glorious promiſes of the covenant of grace. 


It is eſpecially contained in theſe words in the 16th verſe: 


46 And thy houſe and thy kingdom ſhall be eſtabliſhed 


4 for ever before thee; thy throne ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
t for ever.” Which promiſe has reſpect to Chriſt, the 
feed of David, and is fulfilled in him only : for the 
kingdom of David has long ſince ceaſed, any other- 
wiſe than as it is upheld in Chriſt. The temporal king - 


dom of the houſe of David has now ceaſed for a great 


many ages; much longer than ever it ſtood. 


' 'Thes chin covenate that: God now. ofalifhed. with 


David by Nathan the prophet, was the covenant of 

ace, is evident by the plain teſtimony of feripture, 
— If. lv, 1. 2. 3. There we have Chriſt inviting ſin- 
ners to come to the waters, &c. And in the 3d verſe, 
he ſays, © Incline your ear, come unto me; hear, and 


“ your ſouls ſhall live; and I will make with you an 


te everlaſting, covenant, even the ſure mercies of Da- 
„vid.“ Here Chriſt offers to poor ſinners, if they 
will come to him, to give them an intereſt in the ſame 


everlaſting covenant that he had made with David, con- 


veying to them the ſame ſure mercies. But what is 


that covenant that ſinners obtain an intereſt in, when 


they come to Chriſt, but the covenant of grace? 


This was the fifth ſolemn. eſtabliſhment of the cove - 


nant of grace with the church after the fall; The co- 
venant of grace was revealed and eſtabliſhed all along. 
But there had been particular ſeafons, wherein, God 


had in a very ſolemn manner renewed this covenant. 


with his church, giving forth a new edition and eſta- 


bliſhment of it, revealing it in a new manner. This was 


now the fifth ſolemn eſtabliſhment. of that covenant 


The firſt was with Adam, the ſecond was with Noah, | 
the third was with the patriarchs, Abraham, Iſaac, and 


Jacob, the fourth was in the wilderneſs by Moſes, and 
now the fifth is this made to David, 


This eftabliſhment of the covenant of grace with Da- | 


vid, David always eſteemed the greateſt ſmile of God 
upon him, the greateſt honour of alt that God had put 


upon him; he prized it, and rejoiced in it above all Fs 
Rv I | EE other 
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other bleſſings of his reign. Tou may ſee how joyfully 
and thankfully he received it, when Nathan came to 
him with the glorious meſſage, in 2 Sam, vii, 18. &c, 
And ſo David, in his laſt words, declares this to be all 
his ſalvation, and all his deſire; as you may ſee, 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 5.“ He hath made with me an everlaſting cove- * 
« nant, ordered in all things and ſure : for this is all 
« my falvation, and all my defire.” 

VIII. It was by David that God firſt gave his 
Iſrael the poſſeſſion of the whole Pepe land. Fuse 
before ſhown, how God's giving the poſſeſſion of the 
promiſed land belonged to the covenant of grace. This 
was done in a great meaſure by Joſhua, but not fully. 
Joſhua did not wholly ſubdue that part of the promiſed 
land that was ſtrictly called the land of Canaan, and 
that was divided by lot to the ſeveral tribes ; but there 
were great numbers of the old inhahitants left unſub- 
dued, as we read in the books of Jothua and Judges; 
and there were many left to prove Iſrael, and to be 
thorns in their ſides, and pricks in their eyes. There 
were the Jebuſites in Jeruſalem, and many of the Ca- 
naanites, and the whole nation of the Philiſtines, who 
all dwelt in that part of the land that was divided * 
lot, and chiefly in that part of the land that belo 
to the tribes * and Ephraim. 
And thus remains of the old inhabitants of Ca- 
naan continued unſubdued till David's time; but he 
wholly ſubdued them all. Which is agreeable to what 
St Stephen obſerves, Acts vii. 45. Which alſo our fa- 
„ thers' brought in with Jcſus' (i. . Joſhua) into the 
© poſſeſſion of the Gentiles, whom God drove out be- 
8 book the face of our fathers, unto the days of David.” 
They were till the days of David in driving them out, 
before they had wholly ſubdned them. But David en- 
tirely brought them Nah, He ſubdued the Jebuſites, 
and he ſubdued the whole nation of the Philiſtines, and 
all the reſt of the remains of the ſeven nations of Ca- 
_ ! Chron, xviii. 1. © Now after this it came to 

« paſs, that David ſmote the Philiſtines, and ſubdued 
them, and took Gath and her towns out of the hands 
Hof the Philiſtines.“ 

After this, all che remains of the former inhabitants 
of Canaan were made bond-ſeryants to the Iſraelites. 
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The poſterity of the Gibeonites became ſervants before, 
hewers of wood, and drawers of water, for the houſe 
of God. But Solomon, David's ſon and ſucceſſor, put 
: 8 the other remains of the ſeven nations of Canaan to 
ond- ſervice; at leaſt made them pay a tribute of bond- 
ervice, as you may ſce, 1 Kings ix. 20. 21, 22. And 
ence we xead of the children of Solqmon's ſervants, 
after the return from the Babyloniſh captivity, Ezra ii, 
55. and Neh. xi-3, They were the children or poſte. 
rity of the ſeven nations of Canaan, that Solomon had 
ſubjected to bond · ſervice. 5 A 105 
Thus Dayid ſubdued the whole land of Canaan, 
ſtrily ſo called. But then that was 10t one half, nor 
uarter, of the land God had promiſed to their fathers, 
he land that God had often promiſed to their fathers, 
included all the countries from the river of Egypt tg 
the river Euphrates. Theſe were the bounds of the 
land promiſed to Abraham, Gen. xv. 18, “In that ſame 
6% day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, ſay: 
« ing, Unto thy ſeed have I given this land, from the 
„ river of Egypt, unto the great river, the river Eu- 
««,phrates,” So again God promiſed at Mount Sinai, 
Exod. xxiii. 31. And I will ſet thy bounds from the 
« Red ſeq even unto the ſea of the Philiſtines, and 
«from the deſert unto the river: for I will deliver the 
inhabitants of the land into your hand; and thou 
„ ſhalt drive them out before thee,” So again, Deut. 
xl. 24. ** Every place whereon the ſoles of your feet 
„ ſhall tread, ſhall be yours: from the wilderneſs, 
% and Lebanon from the river, the river Euphrates, 
«« even unto the utermoſt ſea, ſhall your coaſt be. 
Again, the ſame promiſe. is made to Joſhua: Joſh. i, 
3. 4. Every place that the ſole of your feet ſhall tread 
«« upon, have I given,yntq-you, as I ſaid upto Moſes; 
© from the wilderneſs and this Lebanon, even unto the 
« oreat river, the river Euphrates, all the land of 'the 
1 Hittites, and unto the great ſea, towards the going 
c down of the ſun, ſhall be your coaſt.” But the lang 
hat Joſhua gave the people the poſſeſſion of, was but 
little part of this land. And the people never had ha 
8 poſſeſſion of it, till now when God gave it them 
avid. | F 1 4 
© This large country did not only include that Cana 
| - , , 4 . : | thi 
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that was divided by lot to thoſe who came in with Jo- 
ſhua, but the land of the Moabites and Ammonites, 
the land of the Amalekites, and the reſt of the Edo, 
mites, and the country of Zobah. All theſe nations. 
were ſubdued and brought under the children of Iſrael 
by David. And he put garriſons in the ſeveral coun- 
tries, and they became David's ſervants, as we have a 
particular accuunt in the 8th chapter of 2d Samuel; 
and David extended their border to the river Euphrates, 
as was promiſed; ſee the 3d verſe: And David ſmote 
5 alſo Hadadezer, the ſon of Rehob, king of Zobah, as 
6% he went to recover his border at the river Euphrates.” 
And accordingly we read, that Solomon his ſon reign- 
ed over all the region on this fide the river, 1 Kings 
iy. 24. For he had dominion over all the region on 
** this fide the river, from Tiphſah even unto Azzah, 
*« over all the kings on this + fide the river.“ This Ar- 
taxerxes king of Perſia takes notice of long after: Ezra 
iv. 20. There have been mighty kings alſo over Jeru+ 
« falem, which have ruled over all countries beyond 
* the river; and toll, tribute, and cuſtom was paid 
„ unto them.” 500 3! | Hin 
So that Joſhua, that type of Chriſt, did but begin the 
work of giving Iſrael the poſſeſſion of the promiſed 


land; but left it to be finiſhed by that much greater 


Ar. and anceſtor of Chriſt, even David, who ſubdued 
far more of that land than ever Joſhua had done. And 
in this extent of his and Solomon's dominion was ſome 
reſemblance of the great extent of Chriſt's kingdom; 
and therefore the extent of Chriſt's kingdom is ſet forth 
by this very thing, of its being over all lands from the 
Red ſea, to the ſea of the Philiſtines, and over all lands 


from thence; to the river Euphrates ; as Pfal. Ixxii. 8. 


He ſhalt have dominion alſo from ſea to ſea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth.“ See al · 
ſo 1 Kings viii. 56. | 10 

IX, God by David perfected the Jewiſh worſhip, and 
added to it ſeveral new inſtitutions. The law was given 
by Moſes, but yet all the inſtitutions of the Jewiſh wor- 
ſhip were not given by Moſes ; ſome were added by di- 
vine direction. So this greateſt of all perſonal types of 
Chriſt did not only perfect Joſhua's work, in giving 
Iſracl, the poſſeſſion of the promiſed land, but he alſo 
end] | FF: ne finiſhed 
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finiſhed Moſes's work; in perfecting the inſtituted wor · 
(hip of Iſrael. Thus there muſt be a number of typi- 
cal prophets, prieſts, and princes, to complete one fi. 
Ran 'or ſhadow 2 Chriſt the antetype, he being the ſub- 
ce of all the types and ſhadows; Of ſo much more 
was / Chriſt accounted worthy, than Moſes, Jo- 

goof David, and Solomon, and all the great prophets, 
Feta and princes, judges, and faviours of th the 40s 

eſtament put together.. 

The ordinances of David are mentioned as of 
validity with thoſe of Moſes, 2 Chron. xxili. 18. Alfo 
* Jehoiada appointed the offices of the houſe of tlie 
1% Lord by the hand of the prieſts the Levites, whom Da- 
« vid had diſtributed in the houſe of the Lord, to offer 
the burnt · offerings of the Lord, as it is written in the 
law of Moſes, with rejoicing and with ſinging, as it was 
{© ordained by David.“ The worſhip of Wal was per · 
fected by David, by the addition that he made to the ce- 
remonial law, which we have an account of in the 23d, 
th, a th, and ach chapters of the firſt book of Chro- 
ticles, eonſiſting in the ſeveral orders and courſes into 
which David divided the Levites, and the work and bu- 
ſineſs to which he, appointed: them, different from what 
Moſes had appointed them to; and alſa in the diviſions 
of the 15 che ſons of Aaron into four and twenty 
courſes; aſſi gning to every courſe their buſineſs in the 
houfe of — Lord, and their particular ſtated times of 
attendance there; and appointing ſome of the Levites 
to a new office, that had not been appointed before; 
and that was the office of ſingers, and particularly or- 
dering and regulating of them in that office, as you may 
ſee in the 25th chapter of iſt Chronicles; and appointing 
others of the Levites by law to the ſeveral ſervices of 
porters, treaſurers, officers, and judges: and theſe ordi- 
nances of David were kept up henceforth in the church 
of Iſracl, as long as the Jewiſh church laſted. Thus we 


find the ſeveral orders of - prieſts, and the Levites, the 


porters, and ſingers, after the captivity. So we find the 
courſes of the prieſts appointed by David ſtill continuing 
in the New Teſtament; ſo Zacharias the father of John 
the Baptiſt was a prieſt of che courſe of Abia; which 
is the ſame with 4 det of Abijah rr by Da- 
_ e 1 Chron. xxiv. 10. _ 
us 
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Thus Dadid as well us Moſes Was mad like to Chritk 
the ſon of David, in this reſpect, that by him God gave 
2 new eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, and new inſtitutions of 
worſhip. David did not only add ta the inſtitutions of 
Moſes, but by thoſe. additions he aboliſhed ſome of the 
old inſtitutions of. Moſes that had been in force till that 
time; particularly thoſe laws of Moſes that appointed 
the buſineſs of the Levites, which we have in the 3d and 
4th chapters of Numbers, which very much confiſted 
in their charge of the ſeveral parts and utenſils of the 


tabernaele there aſſigned. to them, and in carrying thoſe | 


ſeveral parts of the tabernacle. But thoſe laws were now 
aboliſhed by David; and they were no more to carry 
2 things, as they had been uſed to do till David's 
But David appointed them to other work inſtead 
of i it ſce 1 Chron. xxiii. 26. And alfo unto the Le- 
« vites, they ſhall no more carry the tabernacle, nor 
« any veſſels of it for the ſervice thereof? A fure evi- 
dence that the ceremonial law given by Moſes is not 
perpetual, as the Jews 11 ; but might be wholly 
aboliſhed by Chriſt : for it David, a type of the Meſſiah, 


might aboliſh. the law of Moſes. in part, much more 


=_ the Meſſiah himſelf aboliſh the whole. 
David, by God's appointment; abolithed all uſe of 6 

ubertacls, that was built by Moſes, and of which he had 
the pattern from God: for God now revealed it to Da- 
vid to be his will, that a temple ſhould be built, that 
thould be inſtead of the tabernacle: A great preſage of 
what Chriſt, the ſon of David, would do, when he mould 
come, viz. aboliſh the whole Jewiſh eccleſiaſtical conſti - 
tution, which was but as a moveable tabernacle, to ſet 
up the ſpiritual goſpel-temple, which was to be far more 

lorious, and of greater extent, and was to laſt for ever. 

avid had the pattern of all things pertaining to the 
temple ſhowed him, even in like manner as Moſes had 
the pattern of the tabernacle: and Solomon built the 
temple according to that pattern which he had from his 
father David, which he received from God. 1 Chron. 
XXviii. 11. 12. Then David gave to Solomon his ſon the 
pattern of the porch, and of the houſcs thereof, and o 
* the treaſuries thereof, and of the upper chambers 
thereof, and of the inner parlours thereof, and of 
* the * of the mercy- ſeat, and the pattern of _ 

f ce t t ; 
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. that he had by the ſpirit, of the courts of the houſe 


& of the Lord, and of all the chambers round about, of 
ce the treaſuries of the houſe of God, and of rhe trea- 
, ſuries of the dedicate things.” And, ver. 19. All 
« this, ſaid David, the Lord made me underſtand in 
«, writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of 
e this pattern.“ „o ngen 
EX. The canon of ſeripture ſeems at or after the cloſe 
of David's reign to be added to by the prophets Nathan 
and Gad. It appears probable by the fcriptures; that they 
carried on the hiſtory of the two books of Samuel from 
the place where Samuel left it, and finiſhed it. Theſe 
two books of Samuel ſeem to be the book that in ſcrip- 
ture is called the book of Samuel the ſeet, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Gad the ſeer, as in 1 Chron. xxix.. 29. 
No the acts of David the king, firſt and laſt, behold, 
they are written in the book of Samuel the ſeer, and 
in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book 
of Gad the ſeer.“ * 8 
XI. The next thing I would take notice of, is God's 
wonderfully continuing the kingdom of his vifible people 
in the line of Chriſt's legal anceſtors, as long as they re- 
mained an independent kingdom. Thus it was without 
any interruption worth taking notice. Indeed the king- 
dom of all the tribes of Iſrael was not kept in that line; 
but the dominion of that part of Iſrael in which the 


* 
* 


true worſliip of God was upheld, and ſo of that part 


that were God's viſible people, was always kept in the 
family of David, as long as there was any ſuch thing as 
an independent king of Iſrael; according to his promiſe 
to David: and not only in the family of David, but al- 
ways in that part of David's poſterity that was the line 
whence Chriſt was legally deſcended; ſo that the very 
perſon that was Chriſt's legal anceſtor was always in the 
throne, excepting Jehoahaz, who reigned three months, 
and Zedekiah; as you may ſee in Matthew's genealogy 

of Chriſt, i 40 
Chriſt was legally deſcended from the kings of Judah; 
though he was not naturally deſcended from them. He 
was both legally and naturally deſcended from David. 
He was naturally deſcended from Nathan the ſon of 
David; for Mary his mother was one of the poſterity of 
David by Nathan, as you may ſee in Luke's genealogy * 
31 | | ut 
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but Joſeph; the reputed und legal father of Chriſt, was 


naturally deſcended of Solomon and his ſucceſſors, as 
we have an account in Matthew's „ Jeſus 
Chriſt, though he was not the natural ſon of Joſeph, 
yet, by the law and conſtitution of the ſews, he was Jo- 
ſeph's heir; becauſe he was the lawful ſon of Joſeph's 
lawful wife, conceived while ſhe was his legally eſpouſed 
wife. The Holy Ghoſt raiſed up ſeed to him. A per- 


ſon, —_ law of Moſes, might be the legal fon and 


heir of another, whoſe natural ſon he was not; as ſome- 
times a man raiſed up ſeed to his brother: a brother, in 
ſome caſes, was to build up a brother's houſe; ſo the 
Holy Ghoſt built up Joſeph's houſe; ,- © _- 
And Joſeph being in the direct line of the kings of 
Judah, of the houſe of David, he was the legal heir of 
the crown of David; and Chriſt being legally his firſt- 
born ſon, he was his heir; and ſo Chriſt, by the law, 
was the proper heir of the crown of David, and is 
therefore ſaid to fit upon the throne of his father 
David. © © et PER s ft n 
The crown of God's people was wonderfully kept 
in the line of Chriſt's legal anceſtors. When David was 


old, and not able any longer to manage the affairs of 


the kingdom, Adonijah, one of his ſons, ſet up to be 
king, and ſeemed to have obtained his purpoſe; all 
things for a while ſeemed fair on his fide, and he thought 
himſelf ſtrong z the thing he aimed at ſcemed to be ac- 
compliſhed. But ſo it was, Adonijah was not the ſon 


of David that was the anceſtor of Joſeph, the legal fa- 


ther of Chriſt ; and therefore how wonderfully did Pro · 
vidence work here ! what a ſtrange and ſudden revolu- 
tion! all Adonijah's kingdom and glory vaniſhed away 
as ſoon as it was begun; and Solomon, the legal an- 
ceſtor of Chriſt, was eſtabliſhed in the throne.  ; 
And after Solomon's death, when Jeroboam had con- 
ſpired againſt the family, and Rehoboam carried him- 
ſelf fo that it was a wonder all Iſrael was not provoked to 


forſake him, and ten tribes did actually forſake him, 


and ſet up Jeroboam in oppoſition to him; and though 
he was a wicked man, and deſerved to have been reject- 
ed altogether from being king; yet he being the legal an- 
ceſtor of Chriſt, God kept the kingdom of the two 
tribes, in which the TR upheld; in his poſ- 


ſcion : 


1%/%ſ ⸗ A HISTORY of - pen 


ſeſſion: and though he bad been icked, and his ſon 
Abijam was another wicked prince; yet they being legal 
anceſtors of Chriſt, God ſtill continued the crown in 
the family, and gave it to Abijam's ſon Aſa, And abs 
terwards, though many of the kings of Judah were very 
wicked men, and horridly provoked God, as particularly 
Jehoram, Ahaziah, Ahaz, Manaſſeh, and Amon; yet 
God did not take away the crown from their family, 
but gave it to their ſons, becauſe they were the an- 
ceſtors of Chriſt. God's remembering his covenant 
that he had eſtabliſhed with David, ig given as the rea- 
ſon why God did thus, notwithſtanding their wicked 
lives; as i Kings xv. 4. ſpeaking there of  Abijam's 
wickedneſs, it is ſaid, «Nevertheleſs, for David's. ſake 
& did the Lord his God give him à lamp in Jeruſalem, 
“to ſet up his ſon after him, and to eſtabliſh Jeruſa- 
« lem:“ fo, 2 Chron; xxi. 7. ſpeaking there of Jeho- 
ram's great -wickedneſs, it is ſaid, * Howbejt the Lord 
% would-nat deſtroy the houſe of David, becauſe of the 
* covenant that he had made with David, and as he 
& promiſed to give a light unto him, and to his ſons for 
«ever (1! 21 non LEY 

The crown of the ten tribes was changed from one 
family to another continually. Firſt, Jeroboam took it; 
but the crown remained in his family but for one gene- 
ration after his death; it only deſcended to his ſon Na- 
dab: and then Baaſha, that was of another family, took 
itz-and it remained in his poſterity but one generation 
after his death: and then Zimri, 45 was his ſervant, 
and not of his poſterity, took it; and then, without de- 
ſcending at all to his poſterity, Omri, that was of ano- 
ther family, took it; and the crown continued in his 
family for three ſueceſſions : and then Jehu, that was of 
another family, took it; and the crown continued in 
his family for three or four ſucceſſions: and then Shal- 
lum, that was of another family, took it: and the crown 
did not deſcend at all to his poſterity ; but Menahem, 
that was of another family, took it; and it remained in 
his family but one generation after him: and then Pe- 
kah, that was of another family, took it: and after him 
Hoſhea, that was ſtill of another family, took it : ſo 
great a difference was there between the crown of Iſrael, 
and the crown of Judah; the one was continued ever - 
2 | 0 more 
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more in che ſame family, and with very little interrup- 
tion, in one right line ; the other was continually toſſed 
about from one family to another, as if it were the ſpore 
of fortune. The ceaſon was not, becauſe the kings of 
Judah, many of them, were better than the kings of If» 


rael ; but the one had the bleſfing in them; they were 


the anceſtors of Chriſt, whoſe right it was to ſit on 


the chrone of {ſrael. But with the kings of Iſrael it 


was not ſo; and therefore divine providence exerciſed 
a continual care, through all the changes that happen» 
ed through ſo many geacrations, and ſuch a long ſpace 
of time, to keep the crown of Judah in one direct line, 


in fulfilment of the everlaſting covenant he had made 


with David, the mercies of which covenant were ſure 
mercies; but in the other caſe there was no ſuch co» 
venant, and ſo no ſuch care of Providence. | 

And here it muſt not be omitted, that there was once 
a very ſtrong conſpiracy of the kings of Syria and If 
rael, in the time of that wicked king of Judah, Ahaz, 
to diſpoſſeſs Ahaz and his family of the throne-of Ju- 
dah, and to ſet one of another family, even the ſon of 
Tabeal, on it; as you may ſee in If. vil. G. Let us go 
„ up againſt Judah, and ves it, and let us make a 


« breach therein for us, and ſet a king in the midſt of 


« it, even the ſon of Tabeal.” And they ſeemed very 
likely to accompliſh their purpoſe. There ſeemed to be 
ſo great a likelihood of it, that the hearts of the people 
funk within them; they gave up the cauſe. It is ſaid, 


The heart of Ahaz and his people was moved as the 


« trees of the wood are moved with the wind.“ And 
on this occaſion God ſent the prophet Iſaiah to encou+ 
rage the people, and tell them that it ſnould not come 
to paſs. And becauſe it looked ſo much like a gone 
cauſe, that Ahaz and the people would very difficultly 
believe that it would not be, therefore God direQts the 
prophet to give them this. ſign of it, viz. that Chriſt 
thould be born of the legal ſeed of Ahaz; as If. vii, 
14. ** Therefore the Lord himſelf thall give you a ſign: 
“ Bchold, a virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a ſon, and 
% thall call his name Immanuel.” This was a good 


ſign, and a great confirmation of the truth of what God 


promiſed by Iſaiah, viz. that the kings of Syria and 
Ifrael ſhould never .accompliſh their purpoſe af dif 
| | O 2 poſſeſſing 
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poſſefſing the 2 of Ahaz of the crown of Judah, 
and ſetting up the fon of Tabeal; for Chriſt the Imma · 
nuel was to be of them. U ane 61 's 
I I have mentioned this diſpenſation of Providence in 
this place, becauſe though it was continued for ſo long a 
time, yet it began in Solomon's ſucceffion to the throne 
of his father David. "7 Y Als | 
XII. The next thing I would take notice of is, the 
building of the temple : a great type of three things, viz, 
of Chriſt, eſpecially the human nature of Chriſt ; of 
the church of Chriſt; and of heaven. The tabernacle 
ſeemed rather to repreſent the church in its moveable, 
changeable ſtate, here in this world. But that beauti- 
ful, glorious, coſtly ' ſtructure of the temple, that ſue- 
ceeded the tabernacle, and was a fixed, and not a move- 
able thing, ſeems eſpecially to repreſent the church in 


its glorifigd ſtate in heaven. This temple was built ac- 


cording to the pattern ſhown by the Holy Ghoſt to 
David, and by divine direction given to David, in the 
place where was the threſhing- floor of Ornan the Jeby- 
ſite, in Mount Moriah, 2 Chron. iii. 1.3 in the ſame 
mountain, and doubtleſs in the very ſame place, where 
Abraham offered up his ſon Iſaac; for that is ſaid to 
be a mountain in the land of Moriah, Gen. xxii. 2. 
which mountain was called. the mountain of the Lord, as 
this mountain of the temple was, Gen. xxii. 14. And 
« Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-ji- 
& rehz as it is faid to this day, In the mount of the Lord 
« ir ſhall be ſeen.” { | 

This was the houſe where Chriſt dwelt, till he came 
to dwell in the temple of his body, or human nature, 
which was the antetype of this temple; as appears, be- 
cauſe Chriſt, on occaſion of ſhowing him the temple of 
Jeruſalem, ſays, * Deſtroy this temple, and in three days 
% will I raiſe it up,“ ſpeaking of the temple of his bo- 
dy, John ii. 19. 20. This houſe, or an houſe built in 
this place, continued to be the houſe of God, the place 
of the worſhip of his church, till Chriſt came. Here 
was the place that God choſe, where all their ſacrifices 
were offered up, till the great ſacrifice came, and made 
the ſacrifice and oblation to ceaſe. Into his temple in 
this place the Lord came, even the meſſenger of the co- 
venant. Here he often delivered his heavenly 2 
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and wrought miracles ;' here his church was gathered 
by the pouring out of the Spirit, after his aſcenſion. 
Luke xxiv. 53. ſpeaking of the diſciples, after Chriſt's 
aſcenſion, it is ſaid, * And they were continually in the 
« temple, praiſing and blefling God,” And, Acts ii. 46. 
ſpeaking of the multitudes that were-converted by that 

reat outpouring of the Spirit that was on the day of 
— it is ſaid, “ And they continued daily with 


one accord in the temple.” And, Acts v. 42. ſpeak- 


ing of the apoſtles, And daily in the temple, and in 
« every houſe, they ceaſed not to teach and preach Jeſus 
« Chriſt.” And hence the ſound of the goſpel went 
forth, and the church ſpread into all the world. 
XIII. It is here worthy to be obſerved, that at this 
time, in Solomon's reign, after the temple was finiſhed, 
the Jewiſh church was riſen to its higheſt external glory. 
The Jewiſh church, or the ordinances and conſtitution . 


of it, is compared to the moon, in Rev. xii. 1. And 


« there appeared a great wonder in heaven, a woman 
« clothed with the ſun, and the moon under her feet, 
« and upon her head a crown of twelve ſtars.” As this 


church was like the moon in many other reſpects, fo it 


was in this, that it waxed and weaned like the moon. 


From the firſt. foundation of it, that was laid in the co- 


venant made with Abraham, when. this moon was now 
beginning to appear, it had to this time been gradually 
increaſing in its glory. This time, wherein the temple 
was finiſhed and dedicated, was about the middle be- 
tween the calling of Abraham and the coming of Chriſt, 
and now it was full moon. After this the glory of the 
Jewiſh church gradually decreaſed, till Chriſt came; 
as I Ron have occaſion more particularly to obſerve af- 
terwards. ö | 


Now the church of Iſrael was in its higheſt external 
glory: Now Iſrael was multiplied exceedingly, ſo that 
they ſeemed to have become like the ſand on the ſea- 
ſhore, 1 Kings iv. 20. : Now the kingdom of Ifrael was 
firmly eſtabliſhed in the right family, the family of 
which. Chriſt was to come: Now God had choſen the 
city where he would place his name: Now God had 
fully given his people the poſſeſſion of the promiſed 
land; and they now poſſeſſed the dominion of it all in 
quietneſs and peace, even from the river of Egypt, 2 


| 
* 
6 


mw A ATS Tor Ff Pegel 


b proat rer Euphrates; all thoſe nations chat had 
formerly: been their enemies, quietly fubmicted to them 
none pretended t rebel againſt chem: — Now the Jew. 
«Sh worship in all irs ances was fully ſettled : 
Nor, inſtead ef a moveable tent and —— — 

th 


ſtones, andthe land | 
and other precious foreign commodities, which were 
brought by Selomon's ſhips from Ophir, and which 
came from other parts of the world: — Now they had 
a king reigning ever chem that was the wiſeſt of men, 
and probably the greateſt 'earthly prince that ever was: 
—- Now 


their fame went abroad into all the earth, f6 
that they came from the utmoſt parts 


of the earth to 
Fee their glory and weir happineſs, © 1 
Thus was pleaſed, in one of the anceſtors of 
Ouriſt, remurkably to ſhadow forth the kingdom of 
Chrift reigning in his glory. David, that was a man of 
_ "war, a man who had ſhed much bloed, and whole life 
was full of xroubles and conflifts, was more of a repre- 
ſentation of Chrift in his ſtate of humiliation, his mi- 
Heart frate, wherein he was conflicting with his ene- 
mies. But'Solomon, that was a man of peace, was a 
repreſentation more -eſpecially of Chriſt exalted, tri- 


umphing, and reigning in his kingdom of peace.” And 


the happy glorious ſtare of the Jewiſh church at that 
time, did remarkably repreſent two things: 1. That 
 wWlorious ſtate of the church on earth, that ſhall be in 

the latter ages of the world; thoſe days of peace, when 
nation ſhall not lift ſword againſt nation, nor learn war 
any more. 2. The future glorified ſtate of the church in 
heaven. The earthly Canaan never was ſo lively a type 
of the heavenly'Canaan, as it was then, when the hap- 
py people of Iſrael did indeed enjoy it as a land flowing 
with milk and honey. n * 3 5 
NV. After this the glory of the Jewiſh church gra- 
dually declined more and more till Chriſt came; * 
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lowed up in the light of the ſun; 
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ſo but that the work of 

Whatever failed ar declined, 

work from age to age; 
higher and higher. I 
decline of the. Jewiſh TO 
ration of things for the coming of Chriſt, as 
during its increaſe ; for ſo won were things = 
dered by the infigitely wiſe. governor of the world, chat 
whatever happened was or for good to this genes 
ral defign, and made a means of pr oting it. 
the people of the Jews flouriſhed, — wers in, 27 1 
rity, he made that to cogtribute. to the promoting 
delign ; and when they were in adverſiiy, God m 
that alſo to contribute to the carrying on of the 1 * 
deſign, While the Jewiſh church was in its increafing 
ſtate, the work of redemption was carried an by put 
increaſe ;/ and when they came to their declining ſtate 
which, they were ih from Solomon's time till 
God carried on the work of redemption by that. 5 
decline itſelf was one thing that God * of as a 
further preparation for Chriſt's coming. 

As the moon; from the time of its full, is approach- 

ing nearer and nearer to her conjunction with the ſun; = 
ſo her light is {till more and more decreaſing, till ax 
length, when the conjunction comer; it is wholly, fxral+ · 
So it was with the 
Jewith church from the time of its vane glory in So- 

Solomon's reign, 

the ſtate af things began to darken, by Solomon's: cor- 
rupting himſelf with idolatry, which much obſcured the 


Hey 2 archer = - 


glory of this mighty and wiſe prince; and withal trou- 


bles-began'to ariſe in his kingdom; and after his death 
the kingdom was divided, and ten tribes, revolted, and 
withdrew their fubjeRtion from the houſe of r 
withal falling away from the true worſhip 
the temple at . — and ſetting up the 1 calves 
of Bethel and Dan. And preſently after this the num - 
ber of the ten tribes was greatly diminiſhed in the battle 
of Jeroboam with Abijah, wherein there fell down 
ſlain of Iſrael five, hundred thouſand choſen men; 
which. loſs the kingdom of Iſrael probably n never in any 
meaſure recovered, -/ _ 
The ten tribes Gnally apoſtatiſed from t true God 
under Jeroboam, and the 2323 of Judah was EET 


ly 
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ty corrupted, and from that time forward wete mort 
generally in a corrupt ſtate than otherwiſe. In Ahab! 
time the kingdom of Iſrael did not only worthip the 
calves of Bethel and Dan, but the worſhip of Baal was 
introduced. Before they pretended to worſhip the true 
God by theſe images, the calves of Jeroboam ; but now 
Ahab introduced groſs idolatry, and the direct worſhip 
of falſe gods in the room of the true God; and ſoon 
after the worſhip of Baal was introduced into the king- 
dom of Judah, viz. in Jehoram's reign, by his marry- 
ing Athaliah, the daughther of Ahab. After this God 
began to cut Iſrael ſhort, by finally deſtroying and ſend- 
ing into captivity that part of the land that was beyond 
Jordan, as you may ſee in 2 x. 32. & c. And 
then after this Tiglath-Pilezer ſubdued and captivated 
all the northern parts of the land; 2 Kings xv. 29. and 
then at laſt all the land of the ten tribes was ſubdued by 
Salmaneſer, and they were finally carried captive out 
of their 'own land. After this alſo the kingdom of 
Judah was carried captive into Babylon, and a great 
part of the nation never returned. Thoſe that return- 
ed were but a ſmall number, compared with what had 
been carried captive; and for the moſt part after this 

they were dependent on the Jour of other ſtates, be- 
ing fubje& one while to the kings of Perſia, then to the 
monarchy of the Orecians, and then to the Romans. 
And before Chriſt's time, the church of the Jews was 
become exceeding corrupt, over-run with ſuperſtition 
and ſelf-righteouſneſs. And how fmall a flock was the 
church of Chriſt in the days of his incarnation ! 
| God, by this gradual decline of the Jewiſh ſtate and 
church from Solomon's time, prepared the way for the 
coming of Chriſt ſeveral ways. bk D 
1. The decline of the glory of this legal diſpenſation, 
made way for the introduction of the more glorious 
diſpenſation of the goſpel. The decline of the glory of 
the legal diſpenſation, was to make way for the intro- 
duction of the evangelical diſpenſation, that was ſo much 
more glorious, that the legal diſpenſation had no glory 
in compariſon with it. 1 he glory of the ancient diſ- 
penſation, ſuch as it was in Solomon's time, conſiſting 
ſo much in external glory, was but a childiſh glory, 
compared with the ſpiritual glory of the diſpenfation 
« 1 3 1499 bein ATOM introduced 
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introduced by. Chriſt. The church, under the Old 
Teſtament, was. a child under tutors and governors, 
and God dealt with it as a child. Thoſe pompous ex- 
ternals are called by the apoſtle, weak and beggarly ele- 
ments. It was fit that thoſe things ſhould be diminiſh- 
ed as Chriſt approached ; as John the Baptiſt, the fore- 
runner of Chriſt, ſpeaking of Chriſt, ſays; * He muſt 
« increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe,” John iii. 30. It is fit 
that the twinkling ſtars ſhould gradually withdraw their 
glory, when the ſun is approaching towards his riſing. 
The glory of the Jewiſh diſpenſation muſt be gradually 
diminiſhed, to prepare the way for the more joyful re- 
ception of the ſpiritual glory of the goſpel. If the Jew- 
iſh church, when Chriſt came, had been in the ſame 
external glory that it was in, in the reign of Solomon, 
men would have had their eyes ſo dazzled with it, that 
they would not have been likely joyfully to exchange 
ſuch great external glory, for only the ſpiritual glory 
of the poor deſpiſed Jelus. Again, | | | 

2. This gradual decline of the glory of the Jewiſh 
ſtate, tended to prepare the way for Chriſt's coming an- 
other way, via. as it tended to make the glory of God's 
power, in the great effects of Chriſt's redemption, the 
more conſpicuous. God's people's being ſo diminiſhed 
and weakened by one' ſtep after. another, till Chriſt 
came, was very much like the diminiſhing Gideon's ar- 
my. God told Gideon, that the people that was with 
him, was too many for him to deliver the Midianites 
into their hands, leſt Ifracl ſhould vaunt themſelves a- 
gainſt him, ſaying, * My own hand hath ſaved me.” 
And therefore all that were fearful were commanded to 
return; and there returned twenty and two 'thou- 
ſand, and there remained ten thouſand. But ſtill they 
were too many; and then, by trying the people at the 
water, they were reduced to three hundred men. 80 
the people in Solomon's time were too many, and 
mighty, and glorious for Chriſt; therefore he dimi- 


niſhed them; firſt, by ſending off the ten tribes; and 


then he diminiſhed them again by the captivity into Ba- 
bylon; and then they were further diminiſhed by the 
great and general corruption that there was when Chriſt 
came; ſo that Chriſt found very few godly perſons a- 
mong them: and with a handful of 1 
ri 
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Chriſt conquered the world. Thus high things were 
brought down, that Chriſt might be exalted.  —_ 
3. This prepared the way for Chriſt's coming, as it 
made the ſalvation of thoſe Jews that were ſaved by 
Chriſt, to be more ſenſible and viſible. Though the great- 
er part of the nation of the Jews was rejected, and the 
Gentiles called in their room; yet there were a great ma- 
ny thouſands of the Jews that were ſaved by Chriſt af. 
ter his reſurrection, Acts xxi. 20. They being taken 
from ſo low a ſtate under temporal calamity in their 
bondage to the Romans, and from a ſtate of great ſu- 
perſtition and wickedneſs, that the Jewiſh nation was 
then fallen into; it made their redemption the more 
ſenſibly and viſibly glorious. | 
L have taken notice of this diſpenſation of providence 
in the gradual decline of the Jewiſh church in this 
place, becauſe it began in the reign of Solomon. 
XV. I would here take notice of the additions that 
were made to the canon of ſcripture in or ſoon after the 
reign of Solomon. There were confiderable additions 
made by Solomon himſelf, who wrote the books of 
Proverbs and Eccleſiaſtes, probably near the cloſe of his 
reign, His writing the Song of Songs, as it is called, 
is what is eſpecially here to be taken notice of, which is 
wholly-on the ſubject that we are upon, viz. Chriſt and 
his redemption, repreſenting the high and glorious re- 
lation, and union, and love, that is between Chriſt and 
his redeemed church. And the hiſtory of the ſcrip- 
tures ſeems, in Solomon's reign, and ſome of the next 
ſucceeding reigns, to have been added to by the pro- 
ets Nathan and Ahijah, and Shemaiah aud Iddo. 

is 8 that part of the hiſtory which we have in 
the firſt of Kings, was written by them, by what is ſaid 
2 Chron. ix. 29. and in chap. xii, 15. and in chap. xiii, 
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XVI. God's wonderfully upholding his church and 
the true religion through. this period. It was very won- 
derful, confidering the many and great apoſtaſies that 
there were of that people to idolatry. When the ten 
tribes had generally and finally forſaken the true wor- 
ſhip of God God kept up the true religion in-the king- 
dom of Judah; and when they corrupted themſelves, 
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' as they very often did exceedingly, and idolatry was 
ready totally to ſwallow all up, yet God kept the lamp 


alive, and was often pleaſed when things ſeemed: to be 
come to an extremity, and religion at its laſt gaſp, to 
grant bleſſed revivals by remarkable outpourings of 
his Spirit, particularly in Hezekiah's and Joftah's time. 

XVII. God remarkably kept the book of the law 
from 2 loſt in times of general and long - continued 
neglect of and enmity againſt it. The moſt remark- 


able inftance of this kind that we have, was the preſer- 


vation of the book of the law in the time of the great 
apoſtaſy during the greateſt part of the long reign of 
Manaflah, which laſted fifty-five years, and then after 
that the reign of Amon his ſon. This while the book 
of the law was fo much neglected, and ſuch a careleſs 
and profane management of the affairs of the temple 

evailed, that the book of the law, that uſed to be 
Jad up by the ſide of the ark in the Holy of Holies, 
was loſt for a long time; no body knew where it was. 
But yet God preſerved it from being finally loſt. In 
Joſiah's time, when they came to repair the temple, it 
was found buried in rubbiſh, after it had been loſt fo 
long that Joſiah himſelf ſeems to have been much a 
ſtranger to it till now. See 2 Kings xxii. 8. &c. | 
XVIII. God's remarkably preſerving the tribe of 
which Chriſt was to proceed, from being ruined through 
the many and great dangers of this period. The viſi- 
ble church of Chriſt from Solomon's reign, was main- 
ly in the tribe of Judah. The tribe of Benjamin, that 
was annexed to them, was but a very ſmall tribe, and 
the tribe of Judah exceeding large; and as Judah took 
Benjamin under his covert when he went into Egypt to 
bring corn, ſo the tribe of Benjamin ſeemed to be un- 
der the covert of Judah ever after: and though, on 


occaſion of Jeroboam's ſetting up the calves at Bethel 


and Dan, the Levites reſorted to Judah out of all the 
tribes of Iſrael, (2 Chron xi, 13.); yet they were alſo 
ſmall, and not reckoned among the tribes : and __ 
many of the ten tribes did alſo on that occaſion, for the 
fake of the worſhip of God in the temple, leave their 
inheritances in their ſeveral tribes, and removed and 
ſettled in Judah, and fo "wy incorporated with them, 
| 3 a8 
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as we have account in the chapter juſt quoted, and 16th 
verſe; yet the tribe of Judah was ſo much the prevail. 
ing part, that they were called by one name, they were 
called Fudah : therefore God ſaid to Solomon, 1 Kings 
Xi. 13. “I will not rend away all the kingdom: but 
„vill give one tribe to thy ſon, for David my ſervant's 
« ſake, and for Jeruſalem's ſake, which I have choſen,” 
and ſo ver. 32. 36. So when the ten tribes were carried 
captive, it is ſaid, there was none left but the tribe of 
Judah only: 2 Kings xvii. 18. © Therefore the Lord 
% was very wroth with Ifracl, and removed them out 
of his ſight : there was none left but the tribe of Ju- 
„ dah only.” Whence they were all called eus, which 
is a word that comes from Judah. 5 "534 

This was the tribe of which Chriſt was to come ; and 
in this chiefly did God's viſible church conſiſt, from So- 
.lomon's time: and this was the people over whom the 
kings that were legal anceſtors of Chriſt, and were 
of the houſe of David, reigned. This people was won- 
derfully preſerved from deſtruction during this period, 
whenthey often ſeemed to be upon the brink of ruin, and 
juſt ready to be ſwallowed up. $0 it was in Rehoboam's 
time, when Shiſhak king of Egypt came againſt Judah 
with ſuch a vaſt force; yet then God manifeſtly pre- 
ſerved them from being deſtroyed. Of this we read in 
the beginning of the 12th chapter of 2 Chronicles. 80 
it was again in Abijah's time, when Jeroboam ſet the 
battle in array againſt him with eight hundred thouſand 
choſen men; a mighty army indeed. We read of it, 
2 Chron. xiii. 3. Then God wrought deliverance to 
Judah, out of regard to the covenant of grace eſtabliſhed 
with David, as is evident by ver. 4. and 5.; and the vic- 
tory they obtained was becauſe the Lord was on their 
fide, as you may fee, ver. 12. So it was again in Aſa's 
time, when Zerah the Ethiopian came againſt him with 
a yet larger army of a thouſand thouſand and three 
hundred chariots, 2 Chron. xiv. 9. On this occafion 
Aſa cried to the Lord, and truſted in him, being ſen- 
fible that it was nothing with him to help thoſe that 
had no power; ver. 11. © And Aſa cried unto the 
* Lord his God, and ſaid, Lord, it is nothing with thee 
| © to help, whether with many, or with thoſe that have 
4 1 | « no 
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« no power.” And accordingly God gave them a glo- 
rious victory over this mighty hoſt. 

So again it was in Jehothaphar's time, when the chil- 
dren of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and the 
inhabitants of Mount Seir, combined together againſt 
Judah with a mighty army, a force vaſtly ſuperior to 
any that Jehoſhaphat could raiſe ; and Jehoſhaphat and 
his people were greatly afraid: yet they ſet themſelves 
to ſeek God on this occaſion, and truſted in him; and 
God told them by one of his prophets, that they need 
not fear them, nor ſhould they have any occaſion to 
fight in this battle, they ſhould only ſtand ſtill and ſee 
the ſalvation of the Lord. And according to his di- 
rection, they only ſtood ſtill, and ſang praiſes to God, 
and God made their enemies do the work themſelves, 
and ſet them to killing one another; and the children 
of Judah had nothing to do, but to gather the ſpoil, 
which was more than they could carry away. We have 
the ſtory in 2 Chron. &. 

50 it was again in Ahaz's time, when Rezin the king of 
Syria, and Pekah the ſon of Remaliah, king of Iſ- 
rael, conſpired 7 Judah, and ſeemed to be ſure of 
their purpoſe; of which we have ſpoken already. 80 
it was again in Hezekiah's time, when Sennacherib, that 
great king of Aſſyria, and head of the greateſt monar- 
chy that was then in the world, came up againſt all the 
fenced cities of Judah, after he had conquered moſt of 
the neighbouring countries, and ſent Rabſhakeh, the 
captain of his hoſt, againſt Jeruſalem, who came, and in 
a very proud and ſcornful manner infulted Hezekiah 
and his people, as being ſure of victory; and the people 
were trembling for fear, like lambs before a lion. Then 
God ſent Iſaiah the prophet to comfort them, and aſ- 
ſure them that they ſhould not prevail; as a token of 
which he gave-them this ſign, viz. that the earth, for 
two years ſucceſſively, ſhould bring forth food of itſelf, 
from the roots of the old ſtalks, without their plowing 
or ſowing ; and then the third year they ſhould ſow 
and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of 
them, and live on the fruits of their labour, as they 
were wont to do before. See 2 Kings xix. 29. This is 
mentioned as a type of what is promiſed in ver. 30, 31. 
* And the remnant that is eſcaped of the houſ xy 
R 8 
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« dah, ſhall yet again take root downward, and bear 
fruit upward. For out of Jeruſalem ſhall'go forth a 
* remnant, and they that eſcape, out of Mount Zion: 
«© the zeal of the Lord of hofts ſhall do this.” The 
corn's ſpringing again after it had been cut off with the 
fiekle, and bringing forth another crop from the roots, 
that ſeemed 0 he Bead, and ſo once and again, repre- 
ſents the church's reviving again, as it were out of its 
- own aſhes, and flouriſhing like a plant after it had 
ſeemingly been cut down paſt recovery. When the e- 
nemies of the church have done their utmoſt, and ſeem 
to have gained their point, and to have overthrown the 
church, ſo that the being of it is fearcely viſible, but 
Uke a living root hid under ground; yet there is a ſe- 
cret life in it that will cauſe it ro flouriſh again, and to 
take root downward, and bear fruit upward, This was 
fulfilled now at this time: for the king of Aſſyria had 
already taken and carried captive the ten tribes ; and 
Sennacherib had alſo taken all the fenced cities of Ju- 
dah, and ranged the country round about, and Jeru- 
falem only remained ; and Rabſhakeh had in his own 
imagination already ſwallowed that up, as he had alſo 
in the fearful apprehenſions of the Jews themſelves. 
But yet God wrought a wonderful deliverance. He 
ſent an angel, that in one night ſmote an hundred 

fourſcore and five thouſand in the enemy's camp. 
XIX. In the reign of Uzziah, and the following 
reigns, God was pleaſed to raife up a ſet of eminent 
prophets, who ſhould commit their prophecies to wri- 
ting, and leave them for the uſe of his church in all ages. 
We before obſerved, how that God began a conſtant 
ſucceſſion of prophets in Iſrael in Samuel's time, and 
many of thefe prophets wrote by divine inſpiration, 
and fo added to the canon of ſcripture before Uzziah's 
time. But none of them are ſuppoſed to have written 
books of prophecies till now. Several of them wrote 
hiſtories of the wonderful diſpenſations of God towards 
his church. This we. have obſerved already of Samuel, 
who is ſuppoſed to have written Judges and Ruth, and 

art of the firſt of Samuel, if not the book of Joſhua, 
And Nathan and Gad ſeem to have written the reſt of 
the two books of Samuel: and Nathan, with Ahijah 
and Iddo, wrote the hiſtory of Solomon, which is "= 
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bably that which we have in the firſt book of Kings. 
The hiſtory of Iſrael ſeems to have been further carried 
on by Iddo and Shemaiah : 2 Chron, xii. 15. Now 
« the acts of Rhehoboam, firſt and laſt, are they not 
« written in the book of Shemaiah the prophet, and 


' &..Iddo the ſeer, concerning genealogies?” And after 


that the hiſtory. ſeems to have been further carried on 
by the Prophet Jehu, the ſon of Hanani : 2 Chron. xx. 
34. Now the'reft of the acts of Jehoſhaphat, firſt 
« and laſt, behold they are written in the book of Jehu 
ei the ſon of Hanani, who is mentioned in the book 
« of the kings of Iſrael,” as we find him to be 1 Kings 
xvi. 1. 7. And then it was further continued by the Pro- 


phet Iſaiah : 2 Chron. xxvi. 22. Now the reſt of che 


6 acts of Uzziah, firſt and laſt, did Iſaiah the prophet 
the ſon of Amos write.” He probably did it as well 
in the ſecond book of Kings, as in the book of his pro- 
phecy. And. the hiſtory was carried on and finiſhed by 
other prophets after him. = [Eel ILL 
Thus the prophets, even from Samuels time, had 
from time to time been adding to the canon of ſcrip- 
ture by their hiſtorical writings. But now, in the days 
of Uzziah, did God firſt raiſe up a ſet of great pro- 
phets, not only to write hiſtories, but to write books of 
their prophecies. The firſt of theſe is thought to be + 
Hoſea the ſon of Beeri, and therefore his prophecy, or 
the word of the Lord by him, is called the beginning of 
the word of the Lord ; as Hoſ. i. 2. The beginning of 
„ the word of the Lord by Hoſea;“ that is, the begin- 
ning, or the firſt part, of the written word of that 
kind, viz. that which is written in books of prophecy. 
He propheſied in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and.in the days of Je- 
roboam, the ſon ot Joath, king of Iſrael. There were 
many other witneſſes for God raiſed up about the ſame 
time to commit their prophecies to writing, Iſaiah, and 
Amos, and Jonah, and Micah, and Nahum, and pro- 
bably ſome others ; and ſo from that time forward God 
ſeemed to continue a ſucceſſion of writing prophets. 
This was a great diſpenſation of providence, and a 
great advance made in the affair of redemption, which 
appears, if we conſider what was ſaid before, that the 
main buſineſs of the prophets was to foreſhew Chriſt 
8 and 
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and his redemption. They were all forerunners of the 


great prophet. The main end why the ſpirit of prophe- . 


cy was given them was, that they might give teſtimony 

to Jeſus Chriſt, the great Redeemer, that was to come; 
and therefore the teſtimony of Jeſus, and the ſpirit of 
prophecy, are ſpoken of as the ſame thing: Rev. xix. 
10.“ And 1 fell at his feet to worſhip him: and he ſaid 
« unto me, See thou do it not: I am thy fellow-ſer- 
* vant, and of thy brethren that have the teſtimony, of 
% Jeſus: worſhip God: for the teſtimony of Jeſus. is 
«the ſpirit of prophecy.” And therefore we find, 
that the great 4% 1 main, thing that. the molt of the pro- 
phets in their written prophecies inſiſt upon, is Chriſt 
and his redemption, and the glorious times of the go- 
ſpel, which ſhould be in the latter days, according to 
their manner of expreſſion. And though many other 


things were ſpoken of in their prophecies, yet it ſeems 


to be only as introductory to their prophecy of theſe 
great things. Whatever they propheſy of, here their 
phecies commonly terminate, as you may ſee by a 
careful peruſal of their writings. oo 
. Theſe prophets were ſet to writing their prophecies 
by the Spirit of Chriſt that was in them, chiefly tor that 
end, to — and prepare the way for the coming 
of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould follow. And in 
what an exalted ſtrain do they all ſpeak of thoſe things! 
Many other things they ſpeak of in mens uſual lan- 
guage. But when they come upon this ſubject, what a 
J0 5 heavenly ſublimity is there in the language they 
uſe about it! Some of them are very particular and 
Full in their predictions of theſe things, and above all 
the Prophet Iſaiah, who is therefore deſervedly called 
the evangelical prophet. He ſeems to teach the glorious 
doctrines of the goſpel almoſt as plainly as the apoſtles 
did, who preached after Chriſt was actually come. 
The Apoſtle Paul therefore takes notice, that the Pro- 
phet Eſaias is very bold, Rom. x. 20. i. e. as the mean- 
ing of the word, as uſed in the New Teſtament, is very 
plain, he ſpeaks out very plainly and fully ; ſo being 
« very bold” is uſed 2 Cor. iii. 12. we uſe “ great 
« plainneſs' of ſpeach,” or boldneſs,” as it is in the 
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ſcribe the manner and circumſtances, the nature and 
end, of the ſufferings and ſacrifice of Chriſt, in the 53d 
chapter of his prophecy. There is ſcarce a chapter in 
the New Teſtament itſelf which is more full on it! and 
how much, and in what a glorious ſtrain, does the ſame 
prophet ſpeak from time to time of the glorious bene 
fits of Chriſt, the unſpeakable bleſſings which ſhall 
redound to his church through his redemption ! Jeſus 
Chriſt, the perſon that this ' 1 het ſpoke ſo much of, 
once appeared to Iſaiah in the form of the human na- 
ture, the nature that he ſhould afterwards take upon 
him, We have an account of it in the 6th chapter of 
his prophecy at the beginning: I ſaw alſo the Lord 
« firting on a throne, high and lifted up, and his train 
« filled the temple,” &c. This was Chriſt that Iſaiah 
now ſaw, as we are expreſsly told in the New 'Teſta-. 
ment, John xii. 39. 40. 41. 8 
And if we conſider the abundant prophecies of this 
and the n what a great increaſe is there 
of the light of the goſpel, which had becn growing 
from the fall of man to this day ? How plentiful are 
the revelations and prophecies of Chriſt now, to what 
they were in the firſt period of the Old Teſtament, 
from Adam to Noah ? or to what they were in the ſe- 
8 cond, from Noah to Abraham? or to what they were 
before Moſes, or in the time of Moſes, Joſhua, and 
the Judges? This diſpenſation that we are now ſpeak- 
ing of, was alſo a glorious advance of the work of re- 
demption by the great additions that were made to the 
1 canon of ſeripture. Great part of the Old Teſtament 
11 was written now from the days of Uzziah to the capti- 
4 vity into Babylon. And how excellent are thoſe por- 
tions of it? What a precious treaſure have thoſe pro- 
phets committed to the church of God, tending greatly 
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ages fince, and doubtlefs' will be to the end of the 
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From the Babyloniſh captivity to the coming of Chrift. | 
1 Co ux now to the 14% period of the Old Teſtament, 


viz, that which begins with the Balyloniſb captivity, 
and extends to the coming of Chrift, being the greateſt part 


of ſix hundred years, to ſhow how the work of re- 


demption was carried on through this period. 


Bur before 1 enter upon particulars, I would obſerve 
in three things wherein this period is diſtinguiſhed from 
the preceding periods of the times of the Old Teſta- 
ment. | AE PTS 5 

1. Though we have no account of à great part of 
this period in the ſcripture-hiſtory, yet the events of this 


period are more the ſubject of ſcripture-prophecy, than 


any of the preceding periods. There are two ways 
wherein the ſcriptures give account of the events by 
which the work of redemption is carried one; one is 
by hiſtory, and another is by prophecy :- and in one or 
the other of theſe ways we have contained in the ſcrip- 
tures,an account how the work of redemption. is car- 


ried on from the beginning to the end. Although the 


ſcriptures do not contain a proper hiſtory of the whole, 
et there is contained the whole chain of great events 
y which this affair hath been carried on from the foun- 
dation, ſoon after the fall of man, to the finiſhing of it 
at the end of the world, either in hiſtory or prophecy. 
And it is to be obſerved, that where the ſcripture is 


wanting in one of theſe ways, it is made up in the o- 


ther. Where ſcripture-hiſtory , fails, there prophecy 


takes place; ſo that the account is ſtill carried on, and 


the chain is not broken, till we come to the very laſt 
link of it in the conſummation of all things. | 
And accordingly it is obſervable of this period or 
ſpace of time that we are upon, that though it is ſo 
much leſs the ſubject of ſcripture-hiſtory, than moſt of 
the preceding periods, ſo that there is above four hun- 
dred years of it that the ſcriptures give us no hiſtory of; 


yet the events of this period are more the ſubject of 
8 ſcripture- 
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ſcripture-prophecy, than the events of all the preceding 
periods put together. Moſt of thoſe remarkable pro- 
phecies of the book of Daniel do refer to events that 
were accompliſhed in this period : ſo moſt of thoſe pro- 
hecies in Iſaiah, and Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, againſt 
abylon, and Tyrus, and againſt Egypt, and many o- 
ther nations, were fulfilled in this period. | £ 
So that the reaſon why the ſcriptures give us no hi- 
ſtory of ſo great a part of this period, is not becanſe the 


events of this period were not ſo important, or leſs wor- 


thy to be taken notice of, than the events-of the forego- 
ing periods; for I ſhall hereafter ſhow how great and 
diſtinguiſhedly remarkable the events of this period 
were, But. there are ſeveral other reaſons which may 
be given of it. One is, that it was the will of God that 
the ſpirit of prophecy ſhould ceaſe in this period, (for 
reaſons that may be given hereafter) ; ſo that there 
were no prophets to write the hiſtory of theſe times; 
and therefore God deſigning this, rook care that the 
great events of this period ſhould not be without men- 
tion in his word; and ſo ordered it, that the prophecies 
of ſcripture ſhould be more fall here, than in the pre- 
ceding periods. It is obſervable, that that ſet of wri- 
ting prophets that God raiſed up in Iſrael, were raiſed 
up at the latter end of the foregoing period, and at the 
NO of this 3 which it is likely was partly for 
that reaſon, that the time was now approaching, of 
which the ſpirit of prophecy having ceaſed, there was 
to be no ſcripture-hiſtory, and therefore no other ſcrip- 
ture-account but what was given in prophecy. 

And another reaſon that may be given why there 
was ſo great a part of this period left without an hiſto- 
rical account in ſcripture, is, that God in his providence- 


took care, that there ſhould be authentic and full ac- 


counts of the events of this period preſerved in pro- 
fane hiſtory. It is remarkable, and very worthy to be 
taken notice of, that with reſpe& to the events of the 


five preceding periods, of which the ſcriptures give the 


hiſtory, profane hiſtory gives us no account, or at 
leaſt of but very few of them. There are many fabu- 
lous and uncertain accounts of things that happened be- 
fore; but the beginning of the times of authentic pro- 
fane hiſtory is judged to be but a little before Nebuchad- 

N nezzar's. 
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nezzar's time, about an hundred years before. The 
learned men among the Greeks and Romans, uſed to 
call the ages before that the fabulous age; but the times 
after that they called the hiftorical age. And from a- 
bout that time to the coming of Chriſt, we have un- 
| doubted accounts in profane hiſtory of the principal 
events; accounts that wonderfully agree with the many 
N that we have in ſcripture of thoſe times. 
| us did the great God, that diſpoſes all things, or- 
der it, He took care to give an hiſtorical account of 
things from the beginning of the world, through all 
thoſe former ages which profane hiftory does not 
reach, and ceaſed not till he came to thoſe later ages 
in which profane hiſtory related things with ſome cer- 
tainty: and concerning thoſe times, he gives us abun» 
dant account in prophecy, that by comparing profane 
| 2 with thoſe prophecies, we might ſee the agrees 
ent. 
2. This period being the laſt period of the Old Teſta - 
ment, and the next to the coming of Chriſt, ſeems to 
have been remarkably diſtinguiſhed from all others in 
the great revolutions that were among the nations of 
the earth, to make way for the kingdom of Chriſt. The 
time now drawing nigh, wherein Chriſt, the great King 
and Saviour of the world, was to come, great and migh- 
ty were the changes that were brought to. paſs in order 
to it. The way had been preparing for the coming of 
Chriſt from the fall of man, through all the. foregoing 
periods ; but now the time drawing nigh, things began 
to ripen apace for Chriſt's coming; and therefore di- 
vine providence wrought wonderfully now. The great- 
_ eſt revolutions that any 2 whatſoever gives an ac- 
count of, that ever had been from the flood, fell out in 
this period. Almoſt all the then known world, i. e. 
all the nations that were round about the land of Ca- 
naan, far and near, that were within the reach of their 
knowledge, were overturned again and again. All 
lands-were in their turns ſubdued, captivated, and as it 
were emptied,.and turned upſide down, and that moſt 
of them repeatedly, in this period; agreeable to that 
prophecy, If. xxiv. 1. © Behold, the Lord maketh the 
earth empty; he maketh it waſte, and turneth it 4 
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« fide 12 and ſcattereth abroad the inhabitants 
« thereof.“ | cf | | 
This emptying, and turning upſide down, began with 
God's viſible church, in their captivity by the king of 
Babylon. And then the cup from them went round to 
all ather nations, agrecable to what God revealed to the 
Prophet Jeremiah, xxv. 15,—27. Here ſpecial reſpect 
ſeems to be had to the great revolutions that there were 
on the face of the earth in the times of the Babyloniſh 


empire. But after that there were three general over- 


turnings of the world before Chriſt came, in the fuc- 


ceſſion of the three great monarchies of the world 


that were after the Babyloniſh empire. The king of 
Babylon is repreſented in ſcripture as overturning the 
world : but der that, the Babyloniſh empire was over- 
thrown by Cyrus; who founded the Perſian empire in 
the room of it; which was of much greater extent than 
the Babyloniſh empire in its greateſt glory. Thus the 
world was overturned the {ſecond time. And then, af- 
ter that, the Perſian empire was overthrown by Alexan- 
der, and the Grecian empire was ſet up upon the ruins 
of it; which was ſtill © cd greater extent than the' 

Perſian empire : and thus there was a general over- 
turning of the world a third time. And then, after that, 
the Grecian empire was overthrown by the Romans, 


% 


and the Roman empire was eſtabliſhed ; which vaſtly 


exceeded all the foregoing empires in power and extent 


of dominion. And ſo the world was overturned the 
fourth time. 15575 | 
Theſe ſeveral monarchies, and the great revolutions 
of the world under them, are abundantly ſpoken of in 
the prophegies of Daniel, They are repreſented in Ne- 
bachadbener's image of gold, ſilver, braſs, and iron, 
and DaniePs interpretation of it in the ſecond chapter of. 
Daniel; and then in Daniel's viſion of the four beaſts, 
and the angel's interpretation of it in the ſeventh chap- 
ter of Daniel. 21 the ſucceſſion of the Perſian and 
Grecian monarchies is more particularly repreſented in 
the 8th chapter in Daniel's viſion of the ram and the 
he-goat, and again in the 11th chapter of Daniel. 
And beſide theſe four general overturnings of the 
world, the world was kept in a conſtant tumult between 


tinual 


whiles : and indeed the world was as it were in a con- | by 
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tinual convulſion through this whole period till Chriſt 
came. Before this period, the face of the earth was 
comparatively in quietneſs': though there were many 
great wars among the nations, yet we read of no fuch 


mighty and univerſal convulſions and overturnings as 


there were in this period. The nations of the world, 
moſt of them, had” long remained on their lees as it 
were, without being emptied from veſſel to veſſel, as is 
ſaid of Moab, Jer. xlviii. 11, Now theſe great over- 
turnings were becauſe the time of the great Meſſiah drew 
nigh. That they were to prepare the way for Chriſt's 
coming, is evident by ſcripture, particularly by Ezek:; 
xxi. 27. „Iwill overturn, overturn, overturn it, and 
* it ſhall be no more, until he come whoſe right it 
is, and I will give it him.” The prophet, by re- 
peating the word overturn three times, has reſpect to 
three overturnings, as in the Revelation, viii. 13. The 
repetition of the word wo three times, fignifies three 
diſtinct woes; as appears by what follows, ix. 12. One 
« wo is paſt;“ and xi, 14. The ſecond wo is paſt, 
« and behold the third wo cometh quickly.“ ; 

It muſt be noted, that the Prophet Ezekiel propheſied 
in the time of the Babyloniſh captivity; and therefore 


there were three great and general overturnings of the 


world to come after this prophecy, before Chriſt came; 
the firſt by the Perſians, the ſecond by the Grecians, 
the third by the Romans; and then after that Chriſt, 
whoſe right it was to take the diadem, and reign, ſhould 
come. Here theſe great overturnings are evidently ſpo- 
ken of as preparatory to, the coming and kingdom of 


Chriſt, But to underſtand the words aright, we muſt | 


note the particular expreſſion, “I will overturn, over- 
© turn, overturn it,“ i. e. the diadem and crown of 
Iſrael, or the ſupreme temporal dominion over God's 
viſible people. This God ſaid ſhould be no more, i. e. 
the crown ſhould be __ off, and the diadem remo- 
ved, as it is ſaid. in the foregoing verſe. The ſupreme 
power over Iſrael ſhould be no more in the royal line 
of David, to' which it properly belonged, but ſhould 
be removed away, and given to others, and overturned 


from one to another: firſt the ſupreme power over Iſ- 


rael ſhould be in the hands of the Perſians; and then 


it ſhould be overturned again; and then it ſhould wes 
E the 
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the hands of the Grecians; and then it ſhould be over-, 
tarned again, and come into the hands of the Romans, 
and ſhould be no more in the line of David, till that 
very perſon ſhould come, that was the ſon of David, 
whoſe. proper right it was, and then God would give it 
to him. | kn 

That thoſe great ſhakings and reyolutions of the na- 
tions of the world, were all to prepare the way for 
Chriſt's coming, and ſetting up his kingdom in the 
world, is further manifeſt by Haggai, ii. 6. 7. For 
« thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, Yet once, it is a little 
« while, and I will ſhake the heavens, and the earth, 
„ and the ſea, and the dry.land ; and. I will ſhake all 
« nations, and the deſire of all nations ſhall come, and 


' « ] will fill this houſe with glory, faith the Lord of 


« hoſts.” And again, verſ. 21. 22, and 23. It is 
evident by this, that theſe great revolutions and ſha- 
kings of the nations, whereby the thrones of kingdoms 
and armies were overthrown, . and every one came down 
by the ſword of his brother, were to prepare the way 
for the coming of him who is the defire of all na- 
tions, 5 
The great changes and troubles that have ſome- 
times been in the viſible church of Chriſt, are in Rev. 
xii. 2, compared to the church's being in travail to 
bring forth Chriſt : ſo theſe great troubles and mighty 
revolutions that were in the world before Chriſt was 
born, were, as it were, the world's being in travail to 
bring forth the Son of God. The apoſtle, in the 8th 
of Romans, repreſents the whole creation as groaning 
and travailing in pain together until now, to bring forth 
the liberty and manifeſtation of the children of God. 
50 the world as it were. travailed in pain, and was in 
continual convulſions, for ſeveral hundred years toge - 
ther, to bring forth the firſt- born child, and the only 
begotten Son of God. And thoſe mighty revolutions 
were as ſo many pangs and throes in order to it. The 
world being ſo long a time kept in a ſtate of war and 
bloodſhed, prepared the way for the coming of the 
Prince of peace, as it ſhowed the great need the world 
ſtood in of ſuch a prince, to deliver the world from its 
miſeries, | , | 46. da 
It pleaſed God to order it in his providence, that, 
0 carthly 
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carthly gouer and dominion ſhould be raiſed to its 
eſt height, and appear in its utmoſt glory, in thoſe 
r great monarchies that ſuceeeded one another, and 
that every one ſhould be ner and more glorious than 
the preceding, before he ſet up the kingdom of his Son, 
By this it appeared how much more glorious his ſpiri- 
_ trfaf kingdom was than the moſt glorions temporal 
kingdom. The ſtrength and glory of Satan's king- 
dom in theſe four mighty monarchies, appeared in its 
greateſt height: for thoſe monarchics were the mo- 
narchies of the Heather world, and ſo the ſtrength of 
them was the ſtrength of Satar's kingdom. God fuf- 
fered Satan's kingdom to riſe to fo great a height of 
power and magnificence before his Son' came to over- 
throw it, to prepare the way for the more glorious tri- 
umph of his Son, Goliath muſt have on all his ſplen- 
did armour when the ſtripling David comes againſt him 
with a fling and a ſtone, for the greater glory of Da- 
vid's victory. God ſuffered one of thoſe great mo- 
nerchies to ſubdue another, and erect itfelf on the o- 
ther's ruins, appearing ſtill in greater ſtrength, and the 
laſt to be the ſtrongeſt and mightieſt of all; that fo 
Chriſt, in overthrowing that, might as it were over- 
throw them all at once; as the ſtone cut out of the 
mountain without hands, is reprefented as deſtroying 
the whole image, the gold, the filver, the braſs, the 
iron, and the clay; ſo that all became as the chaff of 
the ſummer thrething-floor. 
Theſe mighty empires were ſuffered thus to overthrow 
the world, and deftroy one another: and though their 
er was ſo great, yet they could not uphold them- 
' ſelves, but fell one after another, and came to nothing, 
even the laft of them, chat was the ſtrongeſt, and had 


128 


ſwallowed up the earth. It pleaſed God thus to ſhow 


in them the inſtability and vanity of all carthly power 
and greatneſs ; which ſerved as a foil to ſer forth th 
glory of the kingdom of his Son, which never ſhall be 
deſtroyed, as appears by Dan. ii. 44. * In the days of 
« theſe kings ſhall the God of heaven ſet up a king- 
4 dom, which ſhall never be deſtroyed : and the king- 
« dom ſhall not be left to other people, but ir ſhall 
„ break in pieces, and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and 


* it ſhall ſtand for ever.” 80 greatly does this king 
om 
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dom differ from all thoſe kingdoms : they vaniſh away, 
ind are left to other people; but this ſhall not be left 
to other people, but ſhall ſtand for ever, God ſuffered 
the devil to do his utmoſt, and to eſtabliſh his intereſt, 
by ſetting up the greateſt, ſtrongeſt, and moſt glorious 
kingdoms in the world that he could, before the deſpi- 

ſed Jeſus overthrew him and his empire. Chriſt came 
into the world to bring down'the high things of Satan's 
kingdom, that the hand of the Lord might be on every 
one that is proud and lofty, and every high tower, and 
every lofty mountain; as the Prophet Iſaiah ſays, chap. 
ii. 12. &, And therefore theſe things were ſuffered to 
riſe very high, that Chriſt might appear ſo much the 


more glorious in being above them. 


Thus wonderfully did the great and wiſe governor of 
the world prepare the way for the erecting of the glo- 
rious kingdom of his beloved ſon Jeſus. | 

3- Another thing for which this laſt period or ſpace 
of time before Chriſt was particularly remarkable, was 
the wonderful preſervation of the church through all 
thoſe overturnings. The preſervation of the church 
was on ſome accounts more remarkable through this 
period, than through any of the foregoing. It was 
very wonderful that the church, which in this period 
was ſo weak, and in ſo low a ſtate, and moſtly ſubject to 
the dominion of Heathen monarchies, ſnould be preſer= 
ved for five or ſix hundred years together, while the 
world was ſo often overturned, and the earth was rent 
in pieces, and made ſo often empty and waſte, and the 
inhabitants of it came down ſo often every one by the 
ſword of his brother. I ſay it was wonderful that the 
church in its weak and low ſtate, being but a little 
handful of men, ſhould be preſerved in all theſe pa 
convulſions; eſpecially conſidering that the land of Ju- 
dea, the chief place of the church's reſidence, lay in 
the midſt of them, as it were in the middle between the 
contending parties, and was very much the ſeat of war 


.amongſt them, and was often over-run and ſubdued, 


and ſometimes in the hands of one people, and ſome- 
times another, and very much the object of the envy 
and hatred of all Heathen nations, and often ' almoſt 
ruined by them, often great multitudes of its inhabi- 
tants being lain, and the land in a great meaſure depo- 
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pulated ; and thoſe who had them in their power, often 
intended the utter deſtruction of the whole nation. Yet 


they were upheld ; they were preſerved in their capti- 


vity in Babylon, and they were upheld again under all 
the dangers they paſſed through, under tlie kings of 
Perſia, and the much greater dangers they were liable 
to under. the empire of the Greeks, and afterwards 
when the world was trodden down by the Romans. 
And their preſervation through this period was alſo 
diſtinguiſhingly remarkable, in that we never read of the 
church's ſufferln rſecutlon in any former period in 
any meaſure to e as they did in this, under 
Antiochus Epiphanes, of which more afterwards, This 


wonderful preſervation of the church through all theſe 


overturnings of the world, gives light and confirmation 


to what we read in the beginning of the 46th Pſalm : 
«© God is our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent help 


« in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains be car- 
« ried into the midſt of the ſea; though the waters 


„ thereof roar, and be troubled ; though the moun- 


& tains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof.” 


Tavs I have taken notice of ſome general things 
wherein this laſt period of the Old-Teſtament times was 
diſtinguiſhed, I come now to conſider how the work 
of redemption was carried on in particulars —— And, 

I, The firſt thing that here offers is the captivity of 
the Jews into Babylon. This was a great diſpenſation 
of providence, and ſuch as never was before. The 
children of Iſrael in the time of the judges, had often 
been brought under their enemies; and many particu- 
lar perſons were carried captive at other times, But 
never had there been any ſuch thing as deſtroying the 
whole land, the ſanctuary, and the city of Jeruſalem, and 
all the cities and villages of the land, and carrying the 
whole body of the people out of their own land into a 
country many — wow miles diſtant, and leaving the 
land of Canaan empty of God's viſible people. The 
ark had once forſaken the tabernacle of Shiloh, and 
was carried captive into the land of the Philiſtines ; but 
never had there been any ſuch thing as the burning the 


away 
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away all the ſacred veſſels and utenſils, and breaking 
up all their ſtated worſhip in the land, and the land's 
lying waſte and empty for ſo many years together, How 
lively are thoſe things ſet forth in the Lamentations of 
Jeremiah 

The work of redemption was promoted by this re- 
markable diſpenſation in theſe following ways. 

I, It finally cured that nation of their itch after i- 
dolatry. The Prophet Ifaiah, ſpeaking of the ſetting 
vp of the kingdom of Chriſt, chap, ii. 18. ſpeaks 
of the aboliſhing idolatry as one thing that ſhould 
be done to this end: And the idols he ſhall ut- 
« terly aboliſh.” When the time was drawing near, 
that God would aboliſh Heathen idolatry, through the 
greater part of the known world, as he did by the 

reaching of the goſpel after Chriſt came, it pleaſed 
kim firſt, to aboliſh Heatheniſm among his own people; 
and he did it now by their captivity into Babylon; a pre- 
ſage of that aboliſhing of idols, that God was about to 
bring to paſs by Chriſt through ſo great a part of the 
Heathen world, 

This nation that was addicted to idolatry before for 
ſo many ages, and that nothing would cure them of, 
not all the reproofs, and warnings, and corrections, 
that they had, and all the judgements God inflicted on 
them for it; yet now were finally cured: ſo that how- 
ever ſome might fall into this ſin afterwards, as they did 
about the time of Antiochus's perſecution, yet the na- 
tion, as a nation, never ſhewed any hankering after 
this ſin any more. This was a remarkable and wonder- 
ful change in that people, and what directly promoted 
the work of redemption, as it was a great advancement 
of the intereſt of religion. 2 | 

2. It was one thing that prepared the way for Chriſt's 
coming, and ſetting up the glorious diſpenſation of the 
goſpel, as it tqok away many of thoſe things wherein 
conſiſted the glory of the Jewiſh diſpenſation. In or- 
der to introduce the glorious, diſpenſation of the goſpel, 
the external glory of the Jewiſh church muſt be 
diminiſhed, as we obſerved before. This the Babylo- 
niſh captivity did many ways; it brought the people 
very low. 7 | 

Firſt, it removed the * poral diadem of the nous 
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of David away from them, i. e. the ſupreme and inde. 
pendent government of themſelves. It took away the 
crown and diadem from the nation. The time now ap- 
REM when Chriſi, the great and everlaſting king of 
is church, was to reign, it was time. for the typical 
kings to withdraw, As God ſaid by Ezekiel, ch. xxi. 26, 
« He removed the crown and diadem, that it might be 
% no more, till he ſhould come whoſe right it was,” 
The Jews henceforward were always dependent on the 
1 power of other nations, until Chriſt came, 
or near fix hundred years, excepting about nine 
years, during which ſpace they maintained a ſort of in- 
dependence, by continual wars under the dominion of 
the Maccabees and their poſterity. | 
Again, by the captivity, the glory and magnificence 
of the ae was taken away, and the temple that was 
built afterwards, was nothing in compariſon with it. 
Thus it was meet, that when the time drew nigh that 
the glorious antetype of the temple ſhould appear, that 
the typical temple ſhould have its glory withdrawn. 
Again, another thing that they loſt by the capers 
was the two tables of the teſtimony delivered to Moſes, 
written with the finger of God; the two tables on 
which God with his own finger wrote the ten com- 
mandments on Mount Sinai. "Theſe ſeem to have been 
preſerved in the ark till the captivity, Theſe were in 
the ark when Solomon placed the ark in the temple, 
1 Kings viii. 9. There was nothing in the ark, fave the 
two tables of ſtone, which Moſes put there at Horeb. 
And we have no reaſon to ſuppoſe any other, but that 
they remained there as long as that temple ſtood. But 
the Jews ſpeak of theſe as finally loſt at that time; 
though the ſame commandments were preſerved in the 
book of the law. Theſe tables alſo were withdrawn on 
the approach of their antetype. | 
Again, another thing that was loſt that the Jews 
had before, was the Urim and Thummim. This is e- 
vident by Ezra, ii. 63. And the Tirſhatha ſaid unto 
« them, that they ſhould not eat of the moſt holy 
« things, till there ſhould ſtand up a prieſt with Urim 
* and Thummim.” And we have no account that this 
was ever reſtored ; but the ancient writings of the Jews 
ſay the contrary. * What this Urim and Thummim my 
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I ſhall not now inquire ; but only obſerve, that it was 


ſomething by which the high prieſt inquired of God, 


and received immediate anſwers from him, or by which 
God gave forth immediate oracles on particular occa- 
ſions. This was now withdrawn, the time approach- 
ing when Chriſt, the antetype of the Urim and Thum- 
mim, the great word and oracle of God, was to come. 
Another thing that the ancient Jews ſay was wantin; 
inthe ſecond temple, was the Shechinah, or cloud of glo- 
ry over the mercy-ſeat. This was 8 to be in the 
tabernacle : Levit. xvi, 2. For I will appear in the 
« cloud upon the mercy- ſeat.“ And we read elſewhere 
of the cloud of glory deſcending into the tabernacle, 
Exod. xl. 35.; and 10 we do likewiſe with reſpect to 
Solomon's temple. - But we have no account that this 
cloud of glory was in the ſecond temple.” And the an- 
cient accounts of the Jews ſay, that there was no ſuch 


thing in the ſecond temple. This was needleſs in the 


ſecond temple, conſidering that God had promiſed that 
he would fill this temple with glory another way, viz. 
by Chriſt's coming into it ; which was afterwards ful- 
filled. See Haggai, ii. 7. I will ſhake all nations, and 
the deſire of all nations ſhall come, and I will fill this 
“ houſe with glory, faith the Lord of hoſts.” 
Another thing, that the Jews in their ancient wri- 


tings mention as being now withdrawn, was the fire 
from heaven on the altar. When Moſes built the ta- 


bernacle and altar in the wilderneſs, and the firſt ſacri- 


fices were offered on it, fire came down from heaven, 


and conſumed the burnt-offering, as in Levit. ix. 24.3 
and ſo again, when Solomon built the temple, and of- 
fered the firſt ſacrifices, 'as you may ſee in 2 Chron. 


vii. 1. And this fire was never to go out, but with the 


greateſt care to be kept alive, as God commanded, Levit. 
vi. 13. © The fire ſhall ever be burning upon the altar: 
it ſhall never go out.” And there is no reaſon to 
ſuppoſe the fire in Solomon's time ever went out till 
the temple was deſtroyed by the Babylonians. But then 
it was extinguiſhed, and never was reſtored. We have 


no account of its being given on the building of the ſe- 


cond temple, as we have at the building of the taber- 
nacle and firſt temple. But the Jews, after their re- 


turn, were forced to make uſe of their common fire in- 


Read 
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ſtead of it, according to the ancient tradition of the 
Jews, Thus the lights of the Old Teſtament go out on 
the approach of the glorious Sun of rightequineſs, _ 
3. Lhe captivity into Babylon was the occaſion of an- 
other thing which did afterwards much promote the 
ſetting up of Chriſt's kingdom in the world, and that 
was the difperſion of X 3g 0% through the greater part 
of the known world, before the coming of Chriſt. 
For the whole nation being carried away far out of 
their own land, and continuing in a ſtate of captivi 
for ſo long a time, they got them poſſeſſions, and built 
them houſes, and ſettled themſelves in the land of their 
captivity, agreeable to the direction that Jeremiah gave 


them, in the letter he wrote to them in the 29th chap- 


ter of ſeremiah. And therefore, when Cyrus gave 
them liberty to return to the land where they had for- 
merly dwelt, many of them never returned; they were 
not willing to leave their ſettlements and poſſeſſions 
there, to go into a deſolate country, many hundred miles 
diſtant, which none but the old men among them had 
ever ſeen; and therefore they were but agg bi a ſmall 
number, that returned, as we ſee in the accounts we 
have in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. Great num- 
bers tarried behind, though they till retained the ſame 
religion with thoſe that returned, ſo far as it could be 
practiſed. in a foreign land. Thoſe meſſengers that we 
read of in the 7th chapter of Zechariah, that came to in- 
quire of the prieſts and prophets in Jeruſalem, Sherezer 
and Regem-melech, are ſuppoſed to be meſſengers ſent 
from the Jews that remained ſtill in Babylon. 
_ Thoſe Jews that remained ſtill in that country were 
ſoon, by the great changes that happened in the world, 
diſperſed thence into all the adjacent countries. And 
hence we find, that in Eſther's time, which was after 
the return from the captivity, the Jews were a people 


that were diſperſed throughout all parts of the vaſt Per- 


ſian empire, that extended from India to Ethiopia; 
as you may ſee, Efth, iii. 8. And Haman ſaid unto 
% King Ahaſuerus, There is a certain abt ſcattered 
abroad, and diſperſed among the PP e in all. the 
«« provinces, of thy kingdom,” &c. And ſo they con- 


tinued diſperſed till Chriſt came, and till the apoſtles 
went forth to preach the goſpel. But yet theſc * 
* c 
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fed Jews retained their religion in this diſperſion. Their 
captivity, as I ſaid before, thoroughly cured them of 
their idolatry z and it was their manner, for as many 
of them as could from time to time, to go up to the 
land of Judea fo Jeri at their great feaſts. Hence 
we read in the 2d chapter of Acts, that at the time of 
the great feaſt of Pentecoſt, there were Jews abiding at 
Jeruſalem out of every nstion under heaven. Theſe 
were Jews come up from all countries where they were 
diſperſed, to worſhip at that feaſt. And hence we find, 
ia the hiſtory of the Acts of the Apoſtles, that where- 
ever the apoſtles went preaching through the world, 
they found Jews. 'They came to ſuch a city, and to 
fach a city, and went into the ſynagogue of the Jews. 


Antiochus the Great, about two hundred years be- 
fore Chriſt, on a certain occaſion, tranſplanted two 


' thouſand families of Jews from the country about Ba- 


bylon into Aſia the Lefs; and ſo they and their poſte- 
rity, many of them, ſettled in Pontus, Galatia, Phry- 
gia, Pamphylia, and in Epheſus ; and from thence ſet- 
tled in Athens, and Corinth, and Rome. Whence 
came thoſe ſynagogues in thoſe places that the. Apoſtle 
Paul preached in, "bl | | 
Now, this diſperfion of the Jews through the world 
before Chriſt came, did many ways prepare the way for 
his coming, and ſetting up his kingdom in the world. 
One was, that this was a means of raiſing a general 
expectation of the Meſſiah through the world about the 
time that he actually came. For the Jews, where-ever 
they were diſperſed, carried the holy ſcriptures with them, 
and ſo the prophecies of the Mefliah ; and being con- 
verſant with the nations among whom they lived, they, 
by that means, became acquainted with theſe prophe- 
cies, and with the expectations of the ' Jews of their 
glorious Meſſiah ; and by this means, the birth of ſuch 
a glorious perſon in Judea-about that time began to be 
the general expectation of the nations of the world, as 
appears by the writings of the learned men of the Hea- 
then that lived abqut that time, which are ſtill extant ; 
particularly Virgil, the famous poet that lived in Italy a 
little before Chriſt was born, has a poem about the ex- 
peCtation of a great prince that was to be born, and the 


happy 
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happy times of righteouſneſs and peace that he was to 
introduce; ſome of it very much in the language of 
the prophet Iſaiah. 5 
Another way that this diſperſed ſtate of the Jews 


* , 


prepared the way for Chriſt was, that it ſhowed the 
neceſſity of aboliſhing the Jewiſh diſpenſation, and in- 


troducing a new diſpenſation of the covenatit of grace. 
It n neceſſity of aboliſhing the ceremonial law, 
and the old Jewiſh worſhip: for, by this means, the 
obſervance of that ceremonial law became impracticable 
even by the Jews themſelves ; for the ceremonial law 
was adapted to the ſtate of, a people dwelling together 


in the ſame land, where was the city that had 


choſen; where was the temple, the only place where 
they might offer ſacrifices ; and where it was lawful for 
their pricſts and Levites to officiate, where they were to 
bring their firſt fruits, and where were their cities of 
refuge, and the like, But the Jews, by this diſperſion, 
lived, many of them, in other lands, more than a thou- 
ſand miles diſtant, when Chriſt came ; which made the 
obſervation of their laws of ſacrifices, and the like, im- 
racticable. And though their forefathers might be to 
lame in not going up to the land of Judea when they 
were permitted by Cyrus, yet the caſe was now, as to 
many of them at leaſt, become impracticable; which 
ſhowed the neceſſity of introducing a new diſpenſation, 
that ſhould be. fitted; not only to one particular land, 
but to the general circumſtances and uſe of all nations 
of the world. | 4 | Wt ws but 
Again, another way that this diſperſion of the Jews 


through the world prepared the way for the ſetting up | 
bid in the world, was, that it 


of the kingdom of C 
contributed to the making the facts concerning Jeſus 
Chriſt publicly known through the world, For, as I 
obſerved before, the Jews that lived in other countries, 
uſed frequently to go up to Jeruſalem at their three 
great feaſts, which were from year to year; and fo, by 
this means, they could not but become acquainted with 
the news of the wonderful things that Chriſt did in that 
land. We find that they were preſent at, and took 
great notice of, that great miracle of raiſing Lazarus, 
which excited the 775370 of thoſe foreign Jews that 


came up to the feaſt of the Paſſover to ſee Jeſus; as 
| you 
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you may fee in John xii. 19. 20. 21. Theſe Grecks 

were foreign Jews and proſelytes, as is evident by their 

coming to worthip at the feaſt of the Paſſover. The 

Jews that lived abroad among the Greeks, and ſpoke - 

their language, were called Greeks, or Hellenifts : ſo they 

are called Grecians, Acts vi. 1. Theſe Grecians here 
ken of were not Gentile Chriſtians 3 for this was be- 
re the ealling of the Gentiles. 

By the ſame means, the Jews that went up from 0- 
ther countries became acquainted with Chriſt's cruci- 
fixion. Thus the diſciples, going to Emmaus, ſay to 
Chriſt, when they did not know him, Luke, xxiv. 18. 
* Art thou only a ſtranger in Jeruſalem, and haſt not 
« known the things which have come to paſs there in 
i theſe days?” plainly intimating, that the things con- 
rerning Jeſus were ſo publicly known to all men, that 
it was wonderful to find any man unacquainted with 
them. And fo afterwards they became acquainted with 
the news of his reſurrection; and when they went 
home again into their own countries, they carried the 
news with them, and ſo made theſe facts public through 
the warld, as they had made the prophecies of them 
public before. Wo | 

After this, thoſe foreign Jews that came to Jeruſa- 


lem, took great notice of the pouring out of the Spirit 


at Pentecoſt, and the wonderful effects of it; and ma- 
ny of them were converted by it, viz. Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and the dwellers in Meſapotamia, and in E- 
pypt, and the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and the 
ſtrangers of Rome, Jews and proſelytes, Cretes and A- 
rabians. And ſo they did W back the news 
of the facts of Chriſtianity, but Chriſtianity itſelf, into 
their own countries with them; which contributed much 
to the ſpreading of it through the world. 
Again, another way that the diſperſion of the Jews 
contributed to the ſetting up of the goſpel-kingdom in 
the world was, that it opened a door for the introduc- 
tion of the apoſtles in all places where they came to 
preach'the goſpel. For almoſt in all places where th 
came to preach the goſpel, they found Jews, and ſy- 
nagogues of the Jews, where the holy ſcriptures were 
wont to be read, and the true God worſhipped ; which 
was a great advantage to _ apoſtles in their 3 
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the goſpel through the world. For their way was, in- 
to whatever city they came, firſt to go into the ſyna- 
gogue of the Jews, (they being people of the ſame na- 
tion), and there to preach the goſpel unto them. And 
hereby their coming, and their new doctrine, was ta- 
ken notice of by their Gentile neighbours, whoſe cu- 
rioſity excited them to hear what they had to ſay 
which became a fair occaſion to the apoſtles to preach 
the goſpel to them. It appears that it was thus, by the 
account we have of things in the Acts of the Apoſtles. 
And theſe Gentiles having been before, many of them, 
prepared in ſome meaſure, by the knowledge they had 
of the Jews religion, and of their worſhip of one God, 
and of their prophecies, and expectation of a Meſſiah 
which knowledge they derived from the Jews, who had 
long been their neighbours ;z this opened the door for 
the goſpel to have acceſs to them. And the work of 


the apoſtles with them was doubtleſs much eaſier thay 


if they never had heard any thing before of any ex- 
pectation of ſuch a perſon as the apoſtles preached, or 
any thing about the worſhip of one only true God. 

80 many ways did the Babyloniſh captivity greatly 
prepare the way for Chriſt's coming. 

II. The next particular that I would take notice of 
is, the addition made to the canon of ſcripture in the 
time of the captivity, in thoſe two remarkable portions 
of ſcripture, the prophecies of Ezekiel and Daniel. 
Chriſt appeared to each of theſe prophets in the form 
of that nature which he was afterwards to take upon 
him, The prophet Ezekiel gives an account of his thus 
appearing to him repeatedly, as Ezck. i. 26. And a- 
«© bove the firmament that was over their heads, was 
* the likeneſs of a throng, as the appearance of a ſap- 
5 phire-ſtone, and upon the likeneſs of the throne was 
the likeneſs as the appearance of a man above up- 
« on it. ;“ and fo chap. viii. 1. 2. 80 Chriſt appeared 
to the prophet Daniel: Dan, viii. 15. 16. „ There 
« ſtood before me as the appearance of a man. And 
% heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, 
„ which called, and ſaid, Gabriel, make this man to 


% underſtand the viſion.” There are ſeveral things that 


make it evident, that this, was Chriſt, that I cannot 
now ſtand to mention particularly. So Chriſt appeared 
b | | | again 
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again as à man to this prophet, chap. x. 5. 6. * Then 
« T lift up mine eyes and looked, and behold, a cer- 
« tain man clothed in linen, whoſe loins were girded 
« with fine gold of Uphaz : his body alſo was like the 
&« beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, 
« and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his 
« feet like in colour to poliſhed braſs, and the voice of 
& his words like the voice of a multitude,” Comparing 
this viſion with that of the Apoſtle John in the 1ſt 
chapter of Revelation, makes it manifeſt that it was 
Chriſt. . And the prophet Daniel, in the hiſtoric@part 
of his book, gives an account of a very ramarkable ap- 
pearance of Chriſt in Nebuchadnezzar's furnace, with 
Shadrach, Methach, and Abednego. We have the ac- 
count of it in the 3d chapter. In the 25th verſe, Chriſt 
is faid to be like the Son of God; and it is manifeſt 
that he appeared in the form of man: © Lo, I ſee four 
tc nen looſe, — and the form of the fourth is like the 
« Son-of God, © be | Rin 
Chriſt did not only here appear in the form of the 
human nature, but he appeared in a furnace, ſaving 
thoſe perſons who believed on him from that furnace; 
which is repreſented to us, how Chriſt, by comin 
himſelf into the furnace of God's wrath, ſaves thoſe 
that believe in him from that furnace, fo that it has no 
power on them; and the wrath of God never reaches 
ve touches them, ſo much as to ſinge the hair of their 
ead. N | | | 
Theſe” two prophets, in many reſpects, were more 
particular concerning the coming of Chriſt, and his 
glorious goſpel-kingdom, than any of the prophets had 
been before. They both of them mention thoſe three 
great overturnings of the world that ſhould be before 
he came. Ezekiel is particular in ſeveral places con- 
cerning the coming of Chriſt The prophet Daniel is 
more particular in foretelling the time of the coming of 
Chriſt than ever any prophet had been before, in the 


- oth chapter of his prophecyz who foretold, that it 


ſhould be ſeventy weeks, i. e. ſeventy weeks of years, 
or ſeventy times ſeven years, or four hundred and nine- 
ty years, from the decree to rebuild and reſtore the 
ſtate of the Jews, till the Meſſiah ſhould be crucified ; 
which muſt be reckoned from the commiſſion given to 

e. 1 Ezra 
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Ezra by Artaxerxes, that we have an account of in 
the 7th chapter of Ezra; whereby the very particular 
time of Chriſt's crucifixion was pointed out, which ne- 
yer had been before. Tf Oc blow = | 
The prophet Ezekiel is very particular in the myſtical 
deſcription of the goſpel-church, in his account of his 
viſion of the temple and city, in the latter part of his 
prophecy. - The prophet Daniel points our the order of 
particular events that ſhould come to pals relating to 
the Chriſtian church after Chriſt was come, as the rife 
of Antichriſt, and the continuance of his reign, and 
his fall, and the glory that ſhould follow. 
Thus does goſpel-light fill increaſe, the nearer we 
come to the time of Chriſt's birth. 7 
III. The next particular I would mention is, the de · 
ſtruction of Babylon, and the overthrow of the Chal. 
dean empire by Cyrus. The deftruftion of Babylon 
was in that night in which Belſhazzar the king, and the 
city in general, was drowned in a drunken feſtival, 
which, they kept to their gods, when Daniel was called 
to read the hand-writing on the wall, Dan. v. 30.3 and 
it was brought about in ſuch a manner, as wonderfull 
to ſhow the hand of God, and remarkably to fulfil his 
word by his prophets, which I cannot now, ſtand parti- 
cularly to relate, Now that great city, ' which had long 
been an enemy to the city of God, his Jeruſalem, was 
deſtroyed, after it had ſtood ever ſince the firft build · 
ing of Babel, which was about ſeventeen hundred 
years. If the check that was put to the building this 
city at its beginning, whereby they were prevented from 
carrying of it to that extent and magnificence that they 
intended ; I ſay, if this promoted the work of redemp- 
tion, as I have before thown it did, much more did 
this deſtruction of it. | 497 | 

It was a remarkable inſtance' of God's vengeance on 
the enemies of his redeemed. church; for God brought 
this deſtruction on Babylon for the injuries they did to 
God's children, as is often ſet forth in the prophets. 
It alſo promoted the work of redemption, as thereby 
God's people, that were held captive by ther, were 
ſer at liberty to return to their own lad to rebuild Je: 
1 np and therefore Cyrus, who did it, is called 

's ſhepherd therein, If, xliv. latter end; and * 1 
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And theſe are over and above thoſe ways wherein the 
ſetting up and overthrowing the four monarchies of the 
world did promote the work of redemption, which 
have been before obſerved. _, EOS 7 1 
IV. What next followed this was, the return of the 
Jews to their own land, and rebuilding Jeruſalem and 
the temple. Cyrus, as ſoon as he had deſtroyed the : 
Babyloniſh empire, and had erected the Perſian empire 
on its ruins, made a decree in favour of the Jews, that 
they might retura to their own land, and. rebuild their 
city and temple. This return of the Jews out af the 
Babyloniſh captivity is, next to the redemption out of 
Egypt, the moſt remarkable of all the Old-Teſtament 
redemptions, and moſt inſiſted on in ſcripture, as a 
type of the great redemption of , Jeſus Chriſt. It was 
under the hand of one of the legal anceſtors of Chriſt, 
viz. Zerubbabel, the ſon of Shealtiel, whoſe Babylo+ 
niſh name was Sheſhbazzar. He was the governor of 
the Jews, and their leader in their | firſt return out of 
captivity z andf together with Joſhua the ſon of. Joſe» 
dek the high prieſt, had the chief hand in rebuilding 
the temple. This redemption. was brought about by 
the hand of Zerubbabel and Joſhua the prieſt, as 
the redemption out of Egypt was brought about by the 
hand of Moſes and Aaron. ST TIE 
The return out of the captivity was a remarkable dif- 
nſation of Providence. It was remarkable, that the 
eart of a Heathen prince, as Cyrus was, ſhould be ſo 
inclined to favour ſuch a deſigu as he did, not only in 
giving the people liberty to return, and rebuild the city 
and temple, but in giving charge that they ſhould be 
helped with ſilver and gold, and with goods, and with 
beaſts, as we read in Ezra, i. 4. And afterwards God „ 
wonde inclined the heart of Darius to further the x 


on building of the houſe of God with his own tribute- 
ht money, and by commanding their bitter enemies, the 
to Samaritans, who had been ſtriving to hinder them, to 


ts. help them without fail, by furniſhing them with all 
by that they needed in order to it, and to ſupply them day 
re by day; making a decree, that whoſoever failed of it, 
er timber ſhould be pulled down out of his houſe, and he 
ed hanged thereon, and his houſe made a dunghill; as we 
I, have an account in the 6th chapter of Ezra. And ow 
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this God inclined the heart of Artaxerxes, another 
king of Perſia, to promote the work of preſerving the 
ſtate of the Jews, by his ample commiſſion to 
which we have an account of in the 7th chapter 
Ezra; helping them abundantly with filver and gold of 
his own bounty, and offering more, as ſhould be need. 
ful, out of the King's treaſure-houſe, and commanding 
his treaſurers beyond the river Euphrates to give more, 
as ſhould be needed; unto an hundred talents of filver, 
and an hundred meaſures of wheat, an hundred baths 
of wine, and an hundred baths of oil, and falt, with- 
out preſcribing how much; and giving leave to eſtabliſh 
magiſtrates in the land; and freeing the prieſts of toll, 
tribute, and cuſtom, and other things, which render 
this decree and commiſſion by Artaxerxes the moſt full 
and ample in the Jews favour of any that, at any time, 
had been given for the reſtoring of Jeruſalem: and 
therefore, in Daniel's prophecy, this is called the decre- 
for reſtoring and building Jeruſalem; and hence the 
ſeventy weeks are dated. e | | 
And then, after this, another favourable commiſ. 
ſion was granted by the king of -Perſia- to Nehemiah, 
which we have an account of in the 2d chapter of Ne- 
hemia. Harem een | 8 * 
It was remarkable, that the hearts of Heathen princes 
ſhould be ſo inclined. It was the effect of his power, 
who hath the hearts of kings in his hands, and turneth 
them whitherſoever he will; and it was a remarkable 
inſtance of his favour to his people. | 
Another remarkable circumſtance of this reſtitution 
of the ſtate of the Jews to their own land was, that it 
was accompliſhed againſt ſo much oppoſition of their 
bitter indefatigable enemies the Samaritans, who, for a 
long time together, with all the malice and craft they 
could exerciſe, oppoſed the Jews in this affair, and 
ſought their deſtruction; one while by Biſhlam, Mith- 
ridath, T-beel, Rehum, and Shimſhai, as in Ezra iv. 
and then by Tatnai, Shetharboznai, and their compa- 
nions, as in chap. v. and afterwards by Sanballat and 
Tobiah, as we read in the book of Nele miah. 
We have ſhewed before how the ſettlement of the 
people in this land in Joſhua's time promoted the work 
of redemption, On the ſame accounts does their reſts 
>, r tution 
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tution belong to the ſame work. The reſettlement of 
the Jews in the land of Canaan belongs to this work, as 
it was a neceſſary means of preſerving the Jewiſh church 
and diſpenſation in being, till Chriſt ſhould come. If 
it had not been for this reſtoration of the Jewiſh 
church, and temple, and worſhip, the people. had 
remained without any temple, and land of their own, 
that ſhould be as it were their head-quarters, a place of 
worſhip, babitation, and reſort z the whole conſtitu- 
tion, which God had done ſo much to eſtabliſh, would 
have been in danger of utterly failing, long before that 
fix hundred had been out, which was from about the 
time of the captivity till Chriſt. And fo all that prepa- 
ration which God had been making for the coming of 
Chriſt, from the time of Abraham, would have been 
in vain. Now that very temple was built that God 
would fill with glory by Chriſt's coming into. it, as the 
Prophets Haggai and Zechariah told the Jews to encou- 
rage them in building it. | 

V. The next particular I would obſerve, is the ad- 


m dition made to the canon of the ſcriptures ſoon after 
ah, the captivity by- the Prophets Haggai and Zechariah, 
Ne. who were prophets ſent to encourage the people in their 


work of rebuilding the city and temple ; and the main 
FR argument they make uſe of to that end, is the approach 


er, of the time of the coming of Chriſt. Haggai foretold 
eth that Chriſt ſhould be of Zerubbabel's legal poſterity, 
ble laſt chapter laſt verſe. This ſeems to be the laſt and 
| moſt particular revelation of the deſcent of Chriſt, till 
300 the angel Gabriel was ſent to reveal it to his mother 
it it Mary. | WA £ of 
leir VI. The next thing I would take notice of, was the 
ww pouring out of the Spirit of God that accompanied the 
hey miniſtry of Ezra the prieſt after the captivity, That 
and there was ſuch a pouring out of the Spirit of God that 
h- accompanied Ezra's miniſtry, is manifeſt by many things 
\ by, in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, Preſently after 
pa- Ezra came up from Babylon, with the ample commiſ- 
and ſion which Artaxerxes gave him, whence Daniel's ſe- 
venty weeks began, he ſet himſelf to reform the vices 

the and corruptions he found among the Jews; and his 
ork great ſucceſs in it we have an account of in the oth 
efti» 1 k chapter 


— —— . — 


after ſhewed an averſion to it. 
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chapter of Ezra; ſo that there appeared a very general 
and great mourning of the congregation of Iſrael for 


their fins, which was accompanied with a ſolemn cove- 
\, nant that the people entered into with God; and this 


was followed with a great and general reformation, as 
we have there an account, And the people about the 
ſame time, with great zeal, and earneſtneſs, and reverence, 
gathered themfelves together to hear the word of God 
read by Ezra; and gave diligent attention, while Ezra 
and the other prieſts preached. to them, by reading 
and expounding the law, and were greatly affected in 
the hearing of it. They wept when they heard the 
words of the law, and ſet themſelves to obſerve the law; 
and kept the feaſt of tabernacles, as the ſcripture ob- 
ſerves, after ſuch a manner as it had not been kept 
fince the days of Joſhua the ſon of Nun; as we have 
account in the 8th chapter of Nehemiah : And after 
this, having ſeparated themfelves' from all ſtrangers, 
they ſolemnly obſerved a faſt,by hearing the word of God, 
confeſſing their ſins, and renewing their covenant with 


God; and manifeſted their ſincerity in that tranſaction, 
by actually reforming. many abuſes in religion and mo- 


rals; as we learn from the gth and following chapters 
of Nehemiah, | 
It is obſervable, that it has been God's manner in every 


remarkable new eſtabliſhment of the ftate of his viſible 


church, to give a remarkable outpouring \of his ſpirit. 
So it was on the firſt eſtabliſhment of the church of the 
Jews at their firſt coming into Canaan under Joſhua, 
as has been obſerved; and ſo it was now in this ſe- 


_ cond ſettlement of the church in the ſame land in the 
time of Ezra; and ſo it was on the firſt eſtabliſhment 


of the Chriſtian church after Chriſt's reſurrection; 
God wiſely and graciouſly laying the foundation of 
thoſe eitabliſkments in a work of his holy Spirit, for 


the laſting benefit of the ſtate of his church, thence- 


forward continued in thoſe eſtabliſhments, And this 
pouring out of the Spirit of God, was a final cure of 


that nation of that particular fin which juſt before they 


eſpecially run into, viz. intermarrying with the Gentiles : 
for however inclined to it they were before, they ever 


VII. Ear 


hemiah. And that Ezra was the perſon that comp 
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VII. Ezra added to the canon of the ſcriptures. He 
wrote the book of Ezra; and he is ſuppoſed to have 
written th2 two books of Chronicles, at leaſt of com- 
piling them, if he was not the author of the materials, 
or all the parts of theſe writings. That theſe books 
were written, or compiled and completed, after the cap- 
tivity, the things contained in the books themſelves make 
manifeſt z for the genealogies. contained therein, are 
brought down below the captivity; as 1 Chron. iii. 17. 
&c. We have there an account of the poſterity of Je- 
hoiachin for ſeveral ſucceflive generations. And there 


is mention in theſe books of this captivity into Babylon, 


as of a thing paſt, and of things that were done on the 
return of the Jews after the captivity z as you may ſee 
in the gth chapter of 1 Chron. The chapter is moſtl 

filled up with an account of things that came to paſs af. 
ter the captivity into Babylon, as you may ſee by com- 
paring it with what is ſaid in the books of Ezra and Ne- 


theſe books, is probable by this, becauſe they conclf 

with words that we know are the words of Ezra's hi- 

ſtory. The two laſt verſes are Ezra's words in the hi- 

— he gives in the two firſt verſes of the book of 
ra 


VIII. Ezra is ſuppoſed to have collected all the books 
of which the holy ſcriptures did then conſiſt, and diſ- 
poſed them in their proper order. Ezra is often ſpoken 
of as a noted and eminent ſcribe of the law of God, 
and the canon of ſcripture in his time was manifeſtly 
under his ſpecial care; and the Jews, from the firſt ac- 
counts we have from them, have always held, that the 
canon 'of, ſcripture, ſo much of it as was then extant, 
was collected, and orderly diſpoſed and ſettled by Ezra 
and that from him they have delivered it down in the 
order in which he diſpoſed it, till Chriſt's time; when 
the Chriſtian church received it from them, and have 
delivered it down to our times. And the truth of this 


is allowed as undoubted by divines in general. 


IX. The work of redemption was carried on and 
promoted in this period, by greatly multiplying the co- 
pics of the lay, and appointing the conſtant public read- 
ing of them in all the cities of Iſrael in- their ſyna- 
gogues. It is evident, ** before the captivity, there 


were 


was required to 
rael- onee every ſeventh Year. And We have no ak. 
count of any other ſtated public reading of the law be- 
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were but fe. copies bf the law. There was the original, 


laid up beſide the ark ; and the kings were required ts 
write out a 24 he law for their uſe, ahd the law 
read to the Whole congregation of 1f. 


fore the captivity but this. And it is manifeſt by ſeve. 
ral things that might be mefitioned, that copies of the 
law wefe exeteding rare befere the opus But af. 
ter the captivity, the conſtant reading of the law was 
Net up in every ſynagogue throughout the lahd. Firſt, 

ey began with reading the law, and then they pro- 
ceeded to eſtabliſh the conſtant reading of the other 
books of the Old Teſtament. And leſſdns were read 
out of the Old Teſtament, as made up of both the law 
And the other parts of the ſcripture then extant, in all 
the ſynagogues, Which were ſet up in every city, and 
every where, where-ever the Jews in any conſiderable 
number dwelt, as our meeting-houſes ate, Thus we 
find it was in Chriſt's and the apoſtles time, Acts xy. 21. 
«« Moſes of old time hath in every city them that preach 
him, being read in the ſynagogues every ſabbath- day.“ 
This cuſtom is univerſally ſuppoſed, both by Jews and 


Chriſtians, to be begun by Ezra. There were doubt- 


leſs public aſſemblles before the captivity into Babylon. 
They uſed to aſſemble at the temple at their great feaſts, 
and were directed, when they were at a loſs abqut any 
thing in the law, to go to the prieſt for inſtruction ; 
and they uſed alſo to reſort to the prophets houſes: and 
we read of ſynagogues in the land before, Pal, Ixxiv. g. 
But it is not — that they had copies of the law 
for conſtant public reading and 1 through 
the land before, as afterwards. This was one great 
means of their being preſerved from idolatry. 

X. The next thing I would mention, is God's re- 
mirkably preſerving the church and nation of the Jews, 
when they were in imminent danger of being univerſal- 
ly deſtroyed by Haman. We have the ſtory in the book 
of Eſther,” with which you are acquainted. This ſeries 
of providerices was very wonderful in preventing this 
deſtruction. Eſther was doubtleſs born for this end to 
be the inſtrument of this remarkable preſervation, 
NI. After this the canon of ſcripture 1 
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added to in the bagks of Nehemiah and Eſther; the one 
by Nehemiah himſelf ; and whether the other was writ» 
ten by Nehemiah, or Mordecai, þr Malachi, is not of 
importance for us tg knew, ſo long as it is one of theſe 
books that were always admitted and received as a part 
of their canon by the Jews, and was among thoſe hopks 
that the Jews called their ſcriptures in Chriſt's time, 
and as ſuch was approved by him. For Chriſt does of: 
ten in his ſpeeches to the Jews, manifeſtly approye and 
canfirm thoſe books, which amongſt them went by the 
name of the ſcriptures, as might caſily be ſhown, if 
there were time for it. 5 
XII. After this the canon of the Old Teſtament was 
completed and ſealed by Malachi. The manner of his 
concluding his prophecy ſeems to imply, that they were 
to expect no more prophecies, and no more written re- 
velations from God, till Chriſt ſhould come. For in 
the laſt chapter be prophecies of Chriſt's coming; ver. 


2. 3. But unto you that fear my name, {hall the Sun 


« of righteouſneſs ariſe with bealing in his wings z. and 
* ye-thall A and grow up as calyes of the ſtall. 
„And ye hall tread down the wicked; for they ſhall 
be as aſhes under the ſoles of your feet, in the day 
« that I hall do this, ſaith the Lord of hoſts.” Then 
we read in 8 4 © Remember ye the law of Moſes my 
ich I commanded unto him in Hore 
« for. all Iſrael, with the ſtatutes and judgements,” i. e. 
Remember and improye what ye have; keep cloſe to 
that written pule you have, as expecting no more addi- 
tions to it, till the night of the Old Teſtament is over, 
and the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhall at length ariſe. 

XIII. Soon after this, the ſpirit of prophe ceaſed 
among that people till the time of the New l eſtament. 
Thus 1e O d- eſtament light, the ſtars of the long 
night, began apace to hide their heads, the time of the 
Sun of righteouſneſs now drawing nigh. We befor 
obſerved, {= the Kings of the houſe of David ceaſe 
before the true king and head of the church came; and 
how the cloud of glory withdrew, before Chriſt, the 
brightneſs of the Fathers glory, appeared; and ſo as to 
ſeveral other things. And now at laſt the ſpirit of pro- 
phecy ceaſcd. The time * the great Prophet of God 
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was now ſo nigh, it' was time for their typical prophets 
to be ſilent, and ſhut their mouths. - TEIN 
Wr have now gone through with the time that we 
have any hiſtorical account of in ,the writings of the 
Old Teſtament,” and the laſt thing that was mentioned, 
by which the work of redemption was promoted, was 
the ceaſing of the ſpirit of prophecy. 44 
I now proceed to ſhow how the work of redemption 
was carried on through the remaining times that were 
before Chrift : in which we have not that thread of 
ſcripture-hiſtory to guide us that we have had hitherto; 
but have theſe three things to guide us, viz. the pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtamerit, human hiſtories of thoſe 
times, and ſome occaſional mention made, arid ſome 
evidence given, of ſome things which happened in thoſe 
times, in the New Teſtament. Therefore, 
NIV. The next particular that I ſhall mention under 
this period, is the deſtruction of the Perſian empire, 
and ſetting up of the Grecian empire by Alexander. 
This came to paſs about ſixty or feventy years after tho 
times wherein the Prophet Malachi is fuppoſed to have 
* e and about three hundred and thirty years 
fore Chriſt. This was the third overturbing of 
the world that came to paſs in this period, and was 
greater and more remarkable than either of the fore- 
going. It was very remarkable on account of the fad- 
Jenas of that conqueſt of the world which Alexander 
made, and the greatneſs of the empire which he ſet 
vp, which much exceeded all the foregoing in its ex- 
tent. mtr iy" 6's | + 
This event is much ſpoken of in the prophecies of 
Daniel. This empire is repreſented by the third king- 
dom of braſs in Daniel's interpretation of Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream, as in Dan. ii.; and in Daniel's viſion 
of the four beaſts, is repreſented by the third beaſt that 
was like a leopard, that had on his back four wings of 
a fowl, to repreſent the ſwiftneſs of its conqueſt, chap. 
vii.; and is more particularly repreſented by the he-goat 
in the 8th chapter, that came from the weſt on the 
face of the whole earth, and touched not the ground, 
to repreſent how ſwiftly Alexander over-ran the world. 
The angel himſelf does expreſsly interpret this he-goat 
| ; to 


FA 
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to fignify the king of Grecia, ver. 21. The rough 
goat is the king of Grecia; and the great horn that is 
detween his eyes is the firſt king, i. e. Alexander him- 
ſelf. W 1 98 | 
After Alexander had conquered the world, he ſoon 
died ; and his dominion did not deſcend to his poſterity, 
but four of his principal captains divided his empire 
between them, as it there follows. Now that being 
broken, whereas four ſtood up for it, four kingdoms 
ſhall ſtand up out of the nation, but not in his power; 
ſo you may ſee in the 11th chapter of Daniel, The 
angel, after foretelling of the Perſian empire, then pro- 
ceeds to foretel of Alexander, ver. 3. And a mighty 
« king ſhall ſtand up, that ſhall rule with great domi- 
« nion, and do according to his will.” And then he 
foretels, in the 4th verſe, of 'the dividing of his king- 
dom between his four captains : And when he ſhall 
& ſtand up, his kingdom ſhall be broken, and. ſhall be 
« divided toward the four winds of heaven; and not to 
« his poſterity, nor according to his dominion which 
« heruled : for his kingdom ſhall be placked up, even 
« for others beſides thoſe.” Two ot theſe four cap- 
tains, whoſe kingdoms were next to Judea, the one 
had Egypt and the neighbouring countries on the ſouth 
of Judea, and the other had Syria and the neighbour- 
ing countries north of Judea; and theſe two are thoſe 
that are called the kings of the north and of the ſouth 
in the 11th chapter of Daniel. An e 
Now, this — up of the Grerian empire did 
greatly prepare the way for Chriſt's coming, and ſet- 
ting up his kingdom in the world. Beſides theſe ways 
common to the other overturnings of the world in this 
period, that have been already mentioned, there is 
one peculiar to this revolution which I would take no- 
tice of, which did remarkably promote the work of re · 
demption; and that was, that it made the Greek lan- 
guage common in the world. To have one common 
guage underſtood and uſed through the greater part 
of the world, was a thing that did greatly prepare the 
way for the ſetting up of Chriſt's kingdom. This gave 
advantage for ſpreading the goſpel from one nation to 
another, and ſo through all nations, with vaſtly greater 
caſe, than if every nation had a diſtin language, _ 
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did get underſtand each other. For though ſome of 
the firſt preachers of the goſpel had the gift of languag 
ſo that they could preach in any language; yet all ba 
not this particular gift; and they that had, could not 
exerciſe it han they would, but only at ſpecial ſeaſons, 
when the Spirit of God was. pleaſed to infpire them in 
this way, And the church, in different parts of the 
world, as the churches of Jeruſalem, Antioch, Galatia, 
Corinth, and others, which were in countries diſtant 
one from another, could not have had that communi- 
cation one with another, which we have an account of 
in the book of As, if they had had no common lan- 
- Sg. was before the Gregjan empire was ſet 
up. But after this, many in all theſe countries well 
underſtood the ſame language, viz, the Greek. lan- 
guage ; Which 3 $a the door for mutual 
communication between thoſe churches, ſo far ſepara» 
ted one from another. And again, the making the 
Greek age common through ſo great a part of the 
world, did wonderfully make way for the ſetting up of 
the kingdom of Chriſt, becauſe it was the language in 
which the New Teſtament was to be originally written. 
The apoſtles propogated the goſpel through many 
ſcares of nations; and if they could not have under: 
ſtood the Bible any otherwiſe than as it was tranſlated 
into {0 many languages, it would have rendered the 
{precking of the goſpel vaſtly more difficult. But by 
e Greek language being made common to all, they 
all underſtood the New Teſtament of Jeſus Chriſt in 
the language in which the apoſtles and cyangeliſts ori 
nally wrote jt; ſo that as ſoon as ever it was written 
— its original penmen, it immediately lay open to the 
world in a · language that was commonly underſtood c- 
very where, as there was no language that was ſo com- 
monly underſtood in the world in Chriſt's and the ay 
—— times as the Greek; the cauſe of which was the 
ting up of the Grecian empire in the world. | 
XV. Ihe next thing I ſhall take notice of is, the 
tranſlating of the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament intg 
a language that was commonly underſtood by the Geny 
tiles, I — 222 — of is that into 
the Greek language, that is commonly called the Sep- 
tuagint, or the tranſlation of che Seventy. This is 2 
po 
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zoſed to have been made About fifty or ſixty years after 
enter conquering the —_ | This is the firſt 
tranſlation that ever was made of the ſcfiptures that we 
have any credible account of. The canon of the Old 
Teſtament had been completed by the prophłt Malachi 
but about an hundred and twenty years before in its o- 
riginal z and hitherto the ſcriptures had remained lock- 
ed up from all other nations but the Jews, in the He- 
brew tongue, which was underſtood by no other na- 
tion. But now it was tranſlated into the Greek lan- 
age, which, as we obſerved before, was a language 
e mom underſtood by the nations of the 
world. | | | 
This tranſlation of the Old Teſtament is ſtill extant, 
and is commonly in the hands of learned men in theſe 
days, and is made great uſe of by them. The Jews 
have many fables about the occaſion and manner of this 
tranſlation z but the truth of the caſe is ſuppoſed to be 
this, that multitudes of the Jews living in other parts of 
the world beſides Judea, and being born and bred among 
the Greeks, the Greek became their common language, 
and they did not underſtand the original Hebrew z and 
therefore they procured the ſcriptures to be tranſlated 
for their uſe into the Greek language: and ſo hence- 
forward the Jews, in all countries, except Judea, were 
wont in their ſynagogues to make uſe of this tranſlation 
inſtead of the Hebrew. 3 75 
This tranſlation of the ſcriptures into a language 
commonly underſtood through the world, prepared the 
way for Chriſt's coming, and ſetting up his kingdom in 
the world, and afterwards did greatly promote it. For 
as the apoſtles went preaching ugh the world, they 
made great uſe of the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
and eſperially of the prophecies concerning Chriſt that 
were contained in them. And by means of this tranſ- 
lation, and by the Jews being ſcattered every where, 
they had the ſcriptures at hand in a language that was 
underſtood the Gentiles :. and they did princi- 
pally make uſe of this tranſlation in their preaching 
and writings where-ever they went; as is evident by 
this, that in all the innumerable quotations that are 
made out of the Old Teſtament in their writings in the 
New Teſtament, they are almoſt every where in the very 


words 
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Vords of the Septuagint. The ſenſe is the ſame; as it is 


Teſtament, it is very often in 


in the original Hebrew; but very often the words are 
different, as all that are acquainted with their Bibles 
know, When the apoſtles in their epiſtles, and the-e- 
vangeliſts in their hiſtories, cite paſſages out of the Old 

different words from what 
we have in the Old Teſtament, as all know. But yet 


theſe citations are almoſt univerſally. in the very words 


of the Septuagint verſion ; for that may be ſeen by com. 


} nes, — together, they being both written in the 
ame 


guage. This makes it evident, that the apo- 
ftles, in their preaching and writings, commonly made 


uſe of this tranſlation. So this very tranſlation was that 


which was principally ufed in Chriſtian churches through 
moſt nations of the world for ſeveral hundred years af. 


ter Chriſt. 6 


XVI. The next thing is the wonderful preſervation 


of the church when it was imminently threatened and 


perſecuted under the Grecian empire. | 

The firſt time they were ' threatened was by Alexan- 
der himſelf. When he was beſieging the city of Tyre, 
ſending to the Jews for afliſtance and ſupplies for his 
army, and they refuſing, vut of a conſcientious regard 
to their oath to the king of Perſia, he being a man of a 
very furious ſpirit, agreeable to the ſcripture-repreſen- 


ration of the rough he-goat, marched againſt them, 


with a defign to cut them off, But the prieſts going 
out to meet him in their prieſtly garments, when he 
met them, God wonderfully turned his heart to ſpare 


them, and favour them, much as he did the heart of 


Eſau when he met Jacob. | | 

After this, one of the kings of Egypt, a ſucceſſor of 
one of Alexander's four captains, entertained a defi 
of deſtroying the nation of the Jews ; but was remark- 
ably and wonderfully prevented by a ſtronger interpo- 
fition of Heaven for their preſervation, F. 

But the moſt wonderful preſervation of them all in 
this period was under the cruel perſecution of Antio- 
chus Epiphanes, king of Syria, and ſucceſſor of ano- 
ther of Alexander's four captains. The Jews were at 
that time ſubje& to the power of Antiochus; and he 
being enraged againſt them, long ſtrove to, his utmoſt 
utterly to deſtroy them, and root them out; at leaſt all 
of them that would not forſake their religion, and 


worlhip 


„ 


+. a 
8? 


come to his end, and =P ſhall help him” 


* 


* 


worſhip his idols: and he did indeed in a great mea- 
ſure waſte the country, and depopulate the city of Jes. 
ruſalem ; and profaned the temple, by ſetting up his i- 
dols in ſome parts of it; and perſecuted the people with 
inſatiable cruelty z' {0 that we have no account of any 
perſecution like his. before; Many of the particular 
circumſtances of this perſecution would be very affect- 
ing, if I had time to inſiſt on them, This cruel perſe- 
cution began about an hundred and ſeventy years before 
Chriſt. - It is much ſpoken of in the prophecy of Da- 
niel, as you may fee, Dan. viii. 9,—25. 3 xi. 31.—38. 
Theſe perſecutions are alſo ſpoken of in the New Te- 
ſtament, as, "Heb. xi; 36. 37. 38. iin a 3 
Antiochus intended not only to extirpate the Jewiſh 
religion, but, as far as in him lay, the very nation; and 
particularly laboured to the utmoſt to deſtroy all copies 
of the law. And conſidering how weak they were, in 
compariſon with a king of ſuch vaſt dominion, the pro- 


vidence of God appears very wonderful in defeating his 


deſign. Many times the Jews ſeemed to be on the very 
brink of ruin, and juſt ready to be wholly ſwallowed 
up: their enemies often thought themſelves ſare of ob: 
taining their purpoſe. They once came againſt the 
people with a mighty army, and with a deſign of kill. 
ing all, except the women and children; and of ſelling 
theſe for fla ves; and they were ſo confident of obtain- 
ing their purpoſe, and others of purchaſing, that above 
1 thouſand merchants came with the army, with mo- 
ney in their hands, to buy the ſlaves that ſhould be 
fold. But God wonderfully ſtirred up and affiſted ons 
Judas, and others his ſuccefſors, that were called the 
Maccabees, who, with a ſmall handful in compariſon; 
vanquiſhed their enemies time after time, and delivered 
their nation; which was foretold by. Daniel, xi. 32; 
Speaking of Antiochus's perſecution, he ſays, '* And 
„ ſuch as do wickedly againſt the covenant; ſhall he 
* corrupt by flatteries : but the people that do know 
* their God, ſhall be ſtrong, and do exploits.” 3 
God afterwards brought this Antiochus to-a fearful, 
miſerable end; by a loathſome diſeaſe; under dreadful 
torments of body, and horrors of mind; which was 
forctold, Dan. xi. 45. in theſe words, © Yet he ſhall 
44 
After 
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After his death, there were attempts ſtill to deſtroy 
the church of God; but God baffled them all. 
XVII. The next thing to be taken notice of is the de. 
. ſtruction of the Grecian empire, and ſetting up of the 
Roman empire. This was the fourth overturning of the 
world that was in this period. And though it was 
brought to paſs more gradually than the. ſetting up of 
the Grecian empire, yet it far exceeded that, and was 
much the greateſt and largeſt temporal monarchy that 
ever was in the world; ſo that the Roman empire was 
commonly called a the world; as it is in Luke ii. 1. And 
* there went out a decree from before Cæſar Auguſtus, 
& that all the world ſhould be taxed ;” i. e. all the Ro- 
man empire. 7 

This, empire is ſpoken of as much the ſtrengeſt and 
greateſt of any of the four: Dan. ii. 40. And the 
« fourth kingdom ſhall be ſtrong as iron: foraſmuch as 
« jron breaketh in pieces, and ſubdueth all things: and 
10 as iron that breaketh all theſe, ſhall it break in pieces, 
% and bruiſe.” 380 alſo Dan. vii. 7. 19. 23. 
Ihe time that the Romans firſt conquered and 
2 under the land of Judea, was between ſixty 
and ſeventy years before Chriſt was born. And ſoon 
after this, the Roman empire was eſtabliſhed in its 
greateſt extent; and the world continued ſubject to this 
empire henceforward till Chriſt came, and many hun- 

The nations of the world being united. in one mo- 

narchy when Chriſt came, and When the apoſtles went 
forth to preach the goſpel, did greatly prepare the way 
for the ſpreading of the goſpel, and the ſetting up of 
Chriſt's kingdom in the world, For the world being 
thus ſubject to one government, it opened a communi- 
cation from nation to nation, and ſo opportunity was 
given for the more ſwiftly propagating the goſpel 
through the world. Thus we find it to be now; as if 
any thing prevails in the Engliſh nation, the communi- 
cation is quick from one part of the nation to another, 
throughout all parts that are ſubje& to the Englith go- 
vernment, much eaſier and quicker than to other na- 
tions, which are not . ſubje&t to the Engliſh govern 
ment, and have little to do with them. ere are in- 
numerable difficulties in travelling through different 


nations, 


* 
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nations, that are under different independent govern- 
ments, which there are not in travelling through dif- 
ferent parts of the fame realm, or different dominions 
of the ſame prince. So the world being under one go - 
vernment, the government- of the Romans, in Chriſt's 
and the apoſtles times, facilitated the apoſtles travelling, 
and the goſpel's ſpreading through the worlu. 
XVII. About the ſame time learning and 8 
vere riſen to their greateſt height in the Heathen world. 
The time of learning's flouriſhing in the Heathen world 
was principally in this period. Almoſt all the famous 
95 A OE that we have an account of among the 
athen, were after the captivity into Babylon. Al- 
moſt all the wiſe . men of Greece and Rome flouriſhed 
in this time. Theſe philoſophers, many of them, were 
indeed men of great temporal wiſdom ; and that which 
they in general chiefly. profeſſed ta make their buſineſs, 
was to inquire wherein man's chief happineſs lay, and 
the way in which men might obtain happineſs. They 
ſeemed earneſtly to buſy themſelves in this inquiry, and 
wrote multitudes of books about it, many of which are 
ſtill extant. And they were exceedingly divided in their 
opinions about it. There have been reckoned up ſe- 
veral hundreds of different opinions that they had con» 
cerning it. Thus wearied themſelves in vain, wan- 
dered in the dark, not having the glorious goſpel ta 
guide them. God was pleaſed to ſuffer men to do the 
utmoſt that they could with human wiſdom, and to try 
the extent of their on underſtandings to find out the 
way to happineſs, before the true light came to enlight- 
en the world; before he ſent the great Prophet to lead 
men in the right way to happineſs. God ſuffered theſe 
* philoſophers to try what they could do for ſix 
hundred years together; and then it proved, by the 
events of ſo long a time, that all they could do was in 
vain ; the world not becoming wiſer, better, or happier 
under their inſtructions, but growing more and more 
fooliſh, wicked, and miſtrable. He fuffered their wiſ- 
dom and philoſophy to come to the greateſt height be- 
fore Chriſt came, that it might be ſeen how far reaſon 
and philoſophy could go in their higheſt aſcent, that 
the neceſſity of a divine teacher might appear before 
Chriſt came. And God 4 pleaſed to make _ 


* 
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the wiſdom of this world, to ſhew men the folly of their 
beſt, wiſdom, by the: doctrines of his glorious goſpel | 


which were above the reach of all their en 


See Dor, lng, 20. 21. 221i; 

And after God had ſhewod che vanity of buman 
— when ſet up in the room of the goſpel, God 
was pleaſed to make it ſubſervient to the purpoſes of 
Chriſt's kingdom, as an handmaid to divine revelation; 
and ſo the prevailing of learning in the world before 
Chriſt came, made way for his coming both theſe ways, 
viz; as thereby the vanity of human wiſdom was ſhown, 
and the neceſſity of the goſpel appeared; and alſo as 


hereby an handmaid was prepared to the goſpel: for fo 


it was made uſe of in the Apoſtle Paul, who was famed 
for his much learning, as you may ſee Acts xxvi. 24. 


and was Ikllled not only in the learning of the. Jews, 


but alſo of the philoſophers ; and. improved it to, the 


purpoſes of the guſpel ; as you may ſee he did in diſpu- 


ting wich the philoſophers at Athens, Acts xvii. 22. &c. 


He by his learning knew how to accommodate; himſelf 
in his diſcourſes to learned men, as appears by this diſ- 
courſe df his; and he knew; well how to improve what 
he had read in their writings ; and he here cites their 
own poets. | And now. Dionyſuis, that was a, philoſo- 
pher, Was converted by him, and, as eceleGadlienl hi. 
dtory gives us an, account, made a great inſtrument of 
promoting the goſpel. And there were many others in 
that and the following ages, Who were eminently uſeful 
by their human learning in promacipg the intereſts of 
Chriſt's kingdom. aid ga 0241 

XIX. juſt before Chriſt a bord, dhe Roman em- 


5 pire was raiſed to its greateſt height, nod alſo ſettled in 


2 About four and twenty years before Chriſt = 
n, Auguſtus Cæſar, the firſt Roman emperor, ber 
n to rule as emperor of the world. Till chen the 
oman empire had of a long time been a common- 
—— under the government of the ſenate : but then 
it became an abſolute monarchy, This Auguſtus Cz: 


far, ag he was the firſt, fo he was the greateſt pf all the 


Roman emperors : he reigned in the greateſt glory. 
Thus the power of the Heathen world, Which was Fa- 
tan's viſible Kingdom, was raiſc&to its greateſt height, 
alter it had been xifing 28 and higher, and ſtrengtb- 


ening 
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ening itſelf more and more from the days of Solomom - 
10 this day, which was about a thouſand years. 2 


appeared at a greater height than ever it a 


the firſt beginning of Satan's Heatheniſh kin 

which was probably about the time of the building of 
Babel. Now the Heathen world was in its greateſt glo- 
ry for ſtrength, wealth, and learning. 

God did two things to prepare the way for Chriſt's 
coming, wherein he took a contrary method from that 
which human wiſdom-would have taken. He brought 
his own viſible people very low, and made them weak ; 
but the Heathen, that were his enemies, he exalted ta 
the greateſt height, for the more glorious triumph of 
the croſs» of Chriſt. With a ſmall number in their 


greateſt weakneſs, he conquered his enemies in their 


greateſt glory. Thus Chriſt een over re, 
lities and powers in his croſs. 

Auguſtus. Cœſar had been for many years eſtabliſh» 
ing the ſtate of the Roman empire, ſubduing his ene- 
mies in one part and another, till the very year that 
Chriſt was born; When all his enemies being ſubdued, 
and his dominion over the world ſeemed to be ſettled in 

its greateſt glory. All was eſtabliſhed in peace; in to» 


ken whereof the Romans ſhut. the temple of Janus, 


which was an eſtabliſhed ſymbol among them of there 
being / univerſal; peace — the Roman empire. 
And this univerſal peace, which was begun that year 
that Chriſt was born, and laſted twelve years, till the 


yells that Chriſt diſputed with doctors in the temple. 


Thus the world, after it had been, as it were, in a 
continual convulſion for ſo many hundred years toge- 
ther, like the four winds ſtriving: together on the tu- 
multuous raging ocean, whence aroſe thoſe. four great 
monarchijes, being now eſtabliſhed in, the greateſt height 


of the fourth and laſt monarchy, and ſettled in quiet - 


neſs ; now all things are ready for the birth of Chriſt. 
Tbis remarkable univerſal peace, after ſo many ages of 


tumult and war, was a ſit prelude for the uſhering of 


the gloriqus Prince of pence into the world. 


— 


Tuvus I have gone through the firſt e 


| the whole ſpace between the fall of man and the end af 


be viz. that from 8 the time of the in- 
carnation 
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| carnation of Chriſt ; and have ſhown the truth of the 


by 


firſt propoſition, viz. That from the man to the 
Point. os, rage Chrift, God was — things that 


were py Sacre; ant ware 8 


den . 
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IMPROVEMENT, 


Rar I proceed to the next propoſition, 1 would 
make ſome few remarks, n ren 

ee 

| 2k rom what has been ſaid, we may ſtrongly argue; 

that Jeſus of Nazareth is indeed the Son of God; and 

the Saviour of the world ; and ſo chat the Chriſtian re-. 


gion ig the true religion, fecing that Chriſt is the very 


rſon ſo evidently pointed at, in all the great diſſ 

— of divine providence from the ve ry Fall of 1 
and was fo undoubtedly in ſo many — foretold 
from age to age, and ſhadowed forth in a vaſt variety of 
— — figures. If we ſeriouſty conſider the courſe 
1 v4 the beginning, and obſerve the motions 

great wheels of providence. from one age to 
—— we ſhall diſcern that all tend/ hither, 
They are all as ſo many lines, whole courſe, if it be 
obſerved and accurately followed, it will be found that 
every one centres here. It is ſo very plain in many 


things, that it would argue ey de to deny it. This 


therefore is undeniable, chat this perſon is a divine 


| _ ſent from God, that came into the world with 


commiſſion and authority, to do his work, and to 
declare his mind!” The great Governor of the world, 
in all his great works before and fince the flood, to 
Jews and Gentiles,” down to the time of Chriſt's birth, 


has declared it, It cannot be any vain imagination, 


but a plain and evident truth, that that perſon that was. 


born at Bethlehem, and dwelt at Nazareth, and at Ca- 


8 and was crucified without the gates of Jeru- 
alem, muſt be the great Meſſiah, or anointed of God. 
And bleſſed are all — that believe in and confeſs him, 


and miſerable are all that deny him. This ſhows the 
We of the gr 8 1 revealed re- 


ligion, 
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the ligion, and of the Jews, who deny that this Jeſus is the 
the eſſiah foretold and promiſed to their fathers. 
hat Here it may be ſome perſons may be ready to object, 
un- and ſay, That it may be, ſome ſubtle, cunning men con- ' 


trived this hiſtory, and theſe prophecies, ſo that they 
ſhould all point to Jeſus Chrik on purpoſe to confirm 
it, that he is the Meſſiah. To ſuch it may be replied, 
How could ſuch a thing be contrived by cunning men, 
to point to Jeſus Chriſt, long before he ever was born? 
How could they know that ever any ſuch perſon would 
be born? And how could their craft and ſubtilry help - 
them to foreſee and point at an event that was to come | 
to paſs many ages afterwards ? for no fact can be more 
evident, than that the Jews had thoſe writings long be- 
fore Chriſt was born; as they have them ſtill in great 
veneration, where-ever they are, in all their diſperſions 
through the world; and they would never have recei- 
ved ſuch a contrivance from Chriſtians, to point to 
and confirm Jeſus to be the Meſſiah, whom they always 
denied to be the Meſſiah; and much leſs would they 
have been made to believe that they always had had 
thoſe books in their hands, when they were firſt made 
and impoſed upon them. Wo e et 
II. What has been ſaid, affords a ſtrong argument 
for the divine authority of the books of the Old Te- 
ſtament, from that admirable harmony there is in them, 
whereby they all point to the ſame thing. For we may 
ſee by what has been ſaid, how all the parts of the Old 
Teſtament, though written by ſo many different penmen, 
and in ages diſtant one from another, do all harmonize 
one with another; all agree in one, and all centre in 
the ſame thing, and that a future thing; an event 
which it was impoſſible any one of them ſhould know 
but by divine revelation, even the future coming of 
Chriſt, This is moſt evident and manifeſt in them, as 
appears by what has been ſaid, i RR al | 12 | 
Now, if the Old Teſtament was not inſpired by God, - 
what account can be given of ſuch an agreement? for 
if theſe books were only human writings, written with- 
out any divine direction, then none of theſe penmen 
knew that there would come ſuch a perſon as Jeſus 
Chriſt into the world; his coming was only a mere fig- 
ment of their own brain: and if ſo, a: 
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- that this figment of theirs came to paſs? How came 
a vain imagination of theirs, which they foretold 
without any manner of ground for their prediction, to 
be exactly fulfilled ? and eſpecially how did they come 
all to agree in it, all pointing exactly to the ſame thin 
though many of them lived ſo many hundred years d. 
ſtant one from.another ? 7 : 2 
This admirable conſent and agreement in a future e- 
vent, is therefore a clear and certain evidenee of the 
divine authority of thoſe writings. ine 
III. Hence we may learn what a weak and ignorant 
objection it is that ſome make againſt ſome parts of the 
Old Teſtament's being the word of God, that they con- 
fiſt ſo. much of hiſtories of the wars and civil tranſac- 
tions of tlie kings and people of the nation of the 
Jews. Some ſay, We find here among the books of a, 
particular nation, hiſtories which they kept of the ſtate 
of- their nation, from one age to another ; hiſtories of 
their kings and rulers, hiſtories of their wars with the 
neighbouring. nations, and hiſtories of the changes that 
happened from time to time in their ſtate and govern- 

ment: and ſo we find that other nations uſed to keep 
hiſtories of their public affairs, as well as they; and 
- why then ſhould we think that theſe hiſtories which the 
Jews kept are the word of God, more than thoſe of o- 
ther people? But what has been ſaid, ſhows -the folly 
and vanity of ſuch an objection. For hereby it appears, 
that the caſe of theſe hiſtories js very different from that 
of all other hiſtories. This hiſtory alone gives us an 
account of the firſt original of all things; and this hi- 
ſtory alone deduces things down in a wonderful ſeries 

from that original, giving an idea of the grand ſcheme 

of divine providence, as tending to its great end. And 
together with the doctrines and prophecies contained in 
it, the ſame book gives a view of the whole ſeries of the 
great events of divine providence, from the firit origi- 
nal to the laſt end and confummation of all things, gi- 
ving an excellent and glorious account bf the wiſe and 
holy deſigns of the governor of the world in all. 

No common hiſtory has ſuch penmen as this hiſtory, 
which was all written by men who came with evident 
ſigns and teſtimonies of their being prophets of the moſt 
high God, immediately inſpired. e e 
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And the hiſtories that were written, as we have ſeep 
from what has been ſaid under this propoſition, do all 
dontain thoſe great events of providence, by which it 
appears how, God has been carrying on the glorious di- 
vine work. of redemption from age to age, Though 
they are hiſtories,” yet they are no leſs full of divine in- 
ſtruction, and hoſe things that ſhow forth Chriſt, and 
his glorious goſpel, than other parts of the holy ſcrip- 
tures which are not hiſtorical. . 

To object againſt a book's being divine, merely be- 
cauſe it is hiſtorical, is a poor objection ; juſt as if that 
could not be the word of God which gives an account 
of what is paſt; or as though it were not reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that God, in a revelation he ſhould give man- 
kind, would give us any relation of the diſpenſations 
of his own providence. If it be ſo, it muſt be becauſe 


his works are not worthy to be related; it muſt be be- 


cauſe the ſcheme of his government, and ſeries of his 
diſpenſations towards his church; and towards the 
world that he has made, whereby he has ordered and 
diſpoſed it from age to age, is not worthy that any re- 
cord ſhould be kept of it. A 
The objection that is made, That it is a common 

thing for nations and kingdoms to write hiſtories an 
keep records of their wary, and the revolutions that 
come to paſs in their territories, is ſo far from being 4 
weighty. objection againſt the hiſtorical part of ſcrip- 
ture, as though it were not the word of God, that it 
is a ſtrong argument in favour of it. For if reaſon and, 
the light of nature teaches all civilized nations to keep. 
ctr of the events of their human government, and 
the ſeries of their adminiſtrations, and to publiſh hiſto- 
ries for the information of others; how much more 
may we expect that God would give the world a record 
of the diſpenſations of his divine government, which 
doubtleſs Is infinitely more worthy of an hiſto for our 
information? If wiſe kings have taken care that there 
ſhould be good hiſtories written of the nations over 
which they have. reigned, ſhall we think it incredible, 
that Jeſus Chriſt thould take care that his church, which 
is his nation, his peculiar people, ſhould have in their 
hands a certain infallible hiſtory of their nation, and of 
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If it had not been for the hiſtory of the Old Teſta- 
ment, how wofully ſhould we have been left in the 
- dark about many things which the church of God 
needs to know! How 4 ſhould we have been 
of God's dealings towards mankind, and towards his 
church, from the beginning! and we would have been 
wholly in the dark about the creation of the world, the 
fall of man, the firſt riſe and continued progreſs of the 
diſpenſations of grace towards fallen mankind I and we 
ſhould have known nothing how God at firſt. ſet up a 
church in the world, and how it was preſerved; after 
what manner he governed it from the beginning; how 
the light of the goſpel firſt began to dawn in the world; 
how it increafed, and how things were preparing for 
the coming of Chriſt, ' v6 | 
Ik we are Chriſtians, we belong to that building of 
God that has been the ſubject of our diſcourſe from 
this text: but if it had not been for the hiſtory of the 
Old Teſtament, we ſhould riever have known what was 
the firſt occaſion of God's going about this building, 
and how the foundation of it was laid at firſt, and how 
it has gone on from the beginning. The times of the 
hiſtory of the Old Teſtament are moſtly times that no 
other hiſtory reaches up to; and therefore, if God had 
not taken care to give and preſerve an account of theſe 
things for us, we ſhould have beeti wholly without 
them. a 
Thoſe that object againſt the authority of the Old- 
Teſtament hiſtory of the nation of the Jews, may as 
well make it an objection againſt Moſes's account of the 
creation that it is hiſtorical ; for, in the other, we have 
an hiſtory of a work no lefs important, viz. the work 
of redemption, Yea, this is a far greater. and more 
glorious work, as we obſerved before ; that if it be in- 
quired which of the two works, the work of creation, 
or the work of providence, is greateſt ? it mnſt be an- 
ſwered, the work of providence z but the work of re- 
demption is the greateſt of the works of providence. 
And let thoſe who make this objection conſider what 
part of the Old-Teſtament hiſtory can be ſpared, with- 
out making a great breach in that thread or ſeries of 
events by which this glorious work has been carried 
0, [his leads me to obſerve, 
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TV. That, from what has been ſaid, we may ſee 


much of the wiſdom of God in the compoſition of the 
ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, i. e. in the parts 
which it conſiſts. By what has been ſaid, we may ſee 
that God hath wiſely given us ſuch revelations in the Old 
Teſtament as we needed. Let us briefly take a view of 
the ſeveral parts of it, and pf the need there was of 
them. EZ | . 
Thus it was neceſſary that ve ſhould have ſome ac- 
count of the creation of ths world, and of our firſt pa- 
rents, and their primitive Tate, and of the fall, and 
a brief account of the old world, and of the degenera- 
cy of it, and of the univerſal deluge, and ſome account 
of 1 origin of nations after this deſtruction of man- 
It ſeems neceſſary that there ſhould; be ſome aceount 
of the ſuegeſſion of the church of God from the begin- 
ning: and ſeeing God ſuffered all the world to dege - 
nerate, and only took one nation to be his people, to 
preſerve the true worſhip and religion till the Saviour 
of the world ſhould come, that in them the world 
might gradually be prepared for that great light, and 
thoſe wonderful things ghat he was to be the author of, 
and that they might be a typical nation, and that in 
them God might ſhadow forth and teach, as under a 
vail, all future glorioug things of the goſpel ; it was 
therefore. neceſſary that we ſhould have ſome account 
of this thing, how it was firſt done by the calling of A.- 
braham, . by their being bond · ſlaves in Egypt, and how 
they were brought to Canaan, It was neceflary that we 


ſhould have ſome account of the revelation which God 


made of himſelf to that people, in giving their law, 
and in the appointment of, their typical worſhip, and 
thoſe things wherein the goſpel is vailed, and of- the 
forming of that people, both as to their civil and eccle- 
ſiaſtical ſtate. _ a 

It; ſeems exceeding neceſſary that we ſhould have 
ſome account of their being actually brought to Ca- 
naan, the country that was their promiſed land, and 
where they always dwelt. It ſeems very neceſſary that 
we ſhould have an hiſtory of the ſucceſſions of the 
church of Iſrael, and of thoſe providences bf God to- 
wards them, which were * conſiderable and _—_— 
| | 2 | 
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and of the church, till their captivity into Babylon; 
1 that we ſhould have ſome account of their return 
om their captivity, and reſettlement in their own 
land, and of the origin of the laſt ſtate that the church 
was in before Chriſt came. - 

A little conſideration. will convince every one, that 
all theſe things were neceſſary, and that none of the 
could be ſpared; and in the general, that it was Naa: 
ſary that we ſhould have an hiftory o God's church till 
ſuch times as are within the reach of human hiſtories; 
and it was of vaſt importance that we ſhould have an 
inſpired hiſtory of thoſe times of. the Jewiſh church, 
wherein there was kept up a more extraordinary inter- 

courſe between God and them, and while he uſed to 
_ dwell among them as it were yiſibly, revealing himſelf 
frm Shechina, by Urim and Thummim, and by pro- 
phecy, and ſo more immediately to order their affairs. 
And it was neceſſary that we ſhould have ſome account 
of the great diſpeifations of God in prophecy, which 
were to be after the finiſhing of jaſpired hiſtory ; and 
ſo it was exceeding ſuitable and needful that there 
2 be a number of prophets xaiſed who ſhould 
oretel the coming of the Son of God, and the nature 
and glory of his kingdom, to be as ſo many harbingers 
to make way for him, and that their prophecies ſhould 
remain in the church. _.. | 
It was alſo a matter, of great conſequence that the 
church ſhould have à book of divine ſongs given by in- 
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ſpiration from God, wherein there ſhould be a lively 
repreſentation of the true, ſpirit of devotion, of faith, 
hope, and divine love, joy, reſignation, hutnility, obe- 
dience, repentance, &c.z and alſo that we ſhould have 
from God fuch books of moral inſtructionz as we have 
in Proverbs and Eccleſiaſtes, relating to the affairs and 
ſtate of mankind, and the concerns of human life, con» 
taining rules of true wiſdom and prudence for our con» 
duct in all circumſtances ; and that we ſhould have par · 
ticularly a ſong repreſenting the great love between 
Chriſt and his ſpouſe the church, particularly adapted 
to the diſpoſition and holy affections of a true Chriſtian 
ſoul towards Chriſt, and repreſenting. his gracg and 
marvellous love to, and delight in, his people; as we 
have in Solomon's Song; and eſpecially that we ſhoulg 


have a book to teach us how to conduct ourſelves un- 


der affliction, ſeeing the church of God here is in 
militant ſtate, and God's 
bulation enter into the kingdom of heavenz and the 
church is for ſo long a time under trouble, and meets 
with ſuch exceedingly fiery trials, and extreme fuffer- 


the world ſhall come: therefore God has given us 
a book moſt proper in theſe circumſtances, even the 
book of Job, written upon occaſion of the afflictions of 
a particular ſaint, and was probably at firſt given to the 
church in Egypt under her afflictions there; and is 
made uſe of by the Apoſtle to comfort Chriſtians under 
perſecutions, James v. 11. © Ye have heard of the pa - 
te tience of Job, and have ſeen the end of the Lord; 
* that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy,” 
God was alſo pleaſed, in this book of Job, to give ſome 
view of the ancient divinity before the giving of the 


W. ; 84 | ' , 
Thus, from this brief review, I think it appears, that 
every part of the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament is 
very uſeful and neceflary, and no part of it can be ſpa- 


red, without loſs to the church. And therefore, as 1 


ſaid, the wiſdom of God is conſpicuous in orderi 
that the ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament ſhould con 
of thoſe very books of which they do conſiſt, | 

Before I diſmiſs this particular, I would add, that it 
 yery obſerveable, that the hiſtory of the Old Teſta, 
Dita ment 
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ment is large-and particular where the great affair of 
redemption required it; as where there _ moſt done 
towards this work, and moſt to typify Chriſt, and to 
prepare the way for him. Thus it is very large and 
particulay in the hiſtory of Abraham and the other pa. 
triarchs ; but very ſhort in the account we have of the 
time which the children of Ifracl ſpent in Egypt. 80 
_ it is large in the account of the redemption out 
Egypt, and the firſt ſettling of the affairs of the Jewiſh 
church and nation in Moſes and Joſhna's time; but 
much ſhorter in the account of the times of the judges. 

90 again, it is large and particular in the account of 

' David's and Solomon's times, and then very ſhort in 
the hiſtory of the enſuing reigns. Thus the accounts 
are large or ſhort, juſt as there is more or lefs of the 

affair of redemption to be ſeen in them. 

Vi. From what has been ſaid, we may ſee, that Chriſt 
and his redemption are the great ſubject of the whole 
Bible. Concerning the New Teſtament, the matter is 
plain; and by what has been ſaid on this ſubject hitherto, 
it appears to beſo alſo with reſpect to the Old Teſtament. 
Chriſt and his redemption is the great ſubje& of the 

rophecies of the Old Teftament,-as has been ſhown, 
t has alſo been ſhown, that he is the great ſubject of 
the ſongs of the Old "Teſtament; and the moral rules 
and precepts are all given in ſubordination to him, 
And Chriſt and his redemption are alſo the great ſub- 
je& of the hiſtory of the Old Teſtament from the be- 
inning all along; and even the hiſtory of the creation 
is brought in as an introduction to the hiſtory of re- 
demption that immediately follows it. The whole bock, 
both Old Teſtament and New, is filled up with the go- 
ſpel ; only with this difference, that the Old Teſtament 
contains the goſpel under a vail, but the New contains 
it unvailed, ſo that we may ſee the glory of the Lord 
with open face. | | 
VI. By what has been ſaid, we may fee the uſeful- 

, neſs and excellency of the Old Teſtament. Some are 
ready to look on the Old Teſtament as being as it were 
out of date, and as if we in theſe days of the goſpel 
have but little to do with it; which is a very great miſ- 
take, ariſing from want of obſerving the nature and de- 
ſign of the Old Teſtament, which, if it were —_— 
| vou 
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would appear full of the goſpel of Chriſt, and would 
in an excellent manner illuſtrate and confirm the glo- 
rious doctrines and promiſes of the New Teſtament. 
Thoſe parts of the Old Teſtament which are commonly 


looked upon as containing the leaſt divine inſtruction, 


are as it were mines and treaſures of goſpel- knowledge; 
and the reaſon why they are thought to contain ſo little 
is, becauſe perſons do but ſuperficially read them. The 
treaſures which are hid underneath are not obſerved. 
They only look on the top of the ground, and ſo ſud- 
denly paſs a judgement that there is nothing there. 
But they never dig into the mine: if they did, they 
would find it rich) ſtored with ſilver and gold, and 
would be e requited for their pains. 

What has been ſaid, may ſhow us what a precious 
treaſure God has committed into our hands, in that he 
has given us the Bible. How little do moſt perſons con- 
ſider, how much they enjoy, in that they have the poſ- 
ſeſſion of that holy book the Bible, which they have in 
their hands, and may converſe with it as they pleaſe. 
What an excellent book is this, and how far exceeding 
all human writings, that reveals God to us, and gives us 
a view of the grand deſign and glorious ſcheme of pro- 
vidence from the beginning of the world, either in hi- 
ſtory or prophecy z that reveals the great Redeemer and 
his glorious redemption, and the various ſteps by which 
God accompliſhes it from the firſt foundation to the 
top-ſtone-! Shall we prize an hiſtory which gives us a 
clear account of ſome great earthly prince, or mighty 
warrior, as of Alexander the Great, or Julius Cæſar, 
or the Duke of Marlborough ? and ſhall we not prize 
the hiſtory that God gives us of the glorious kingdom 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince and Saviour, and 
of the wars and other great tranſactions of that King of 
kings, and Lord of armies, the Lord mighty in battle? 
the hiſtory of the things which he has wrought for the 
redemption of his choſen people ? e ; 

VII. What has been ſaid, may make us ſenſible how 
much moſt perſons are to blame for their inattentive, 
unobſervant way of reading the ſcriptures. How much 

o the ſcriptures contain, if it were but obſerved? 
The Bible is the moſt comprehenſive book in the world. 


out 
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out obſerving what is the drift of the Holy Ghoſt in it? 
The Pfalmift, Pfal. cxix. 18. begs of God, © That he 
would enlighten his eyes that he might behold won. 
** drous things out of his law.” The ſcriptures are full 
of wondrous things. Thoſe hiſtories which are com. 
monly read as if they were only hiſtories of the pri- 
vate concerns of ſuch and ſuch particular perſons, fuch 
as the hiſtories of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and Jo- 
ſeph, and the hiſtory of Ruth, and the hiſtories of par: 
_ ticular lawgivers voy princes, as the hiſtory of Joſhua 
and the Judges, and David, and the Iſraelitiſh princes, 
are accounts of vaſtly greater things, things of greater 
Importance, and more extenſive concernment, than 
they that read them are commonly aware of: 
The hiſtories of ſcripture are commonly read as if 
they were ſtories written only to entertain mens fan- 
cies, and to while away their leiſure-hours, when the 
infinitely great things contained or pointed at in them 
are 4x over and never. taken notice of. Whatever 
treaſures the ſcriptures contain, we ſhall be never the 
better for them if we do not obſerve them. He that 
has a Bible, and does not obferve what is contained in 
it, is like a man who has a box full of filver and gold, and 
does not know it, does not obſerve that it is any thing 
more than a veſſel filled with common ſtones. As long 
as it is thus with him, he will be nerer the better for 
his treaſure ; for he that knows not that he has. a trea: 
fure, will never make uſe of what he has, and ſo might 
as well be without it. He who has a plenty of the 
choiceſt food ſtored up in his houſe, and does not know 
it, will never taſte what he has, and will be as likely to 
ſtarve as if his houſe were empty. 
VIII. What has been ſaid, may ſhow us how great 
a perſon Jeſus Chriſt is, and how great an errand he 
came into the world upon, ſeeing there was ſo much 
done to prepare the way for his coming. God had been 
doing nothing elſe but prepare the way for his coming, 
and doing the work which he had to do in the world, 
through all ages of the world from the very beginning. 
If we had notice of a certain ſtranger's being about td 
come into country, and ſhould obſerve that a great 
preparation was made for his coming, that many months 
were taken up in it, and great things were done, mail 
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great alterations were made in the ſtate of the whole 
country, and that many hands were employed, and per- 
ſons of great, note were engaged in making preparation 
for the coming of this perſon, and the whole country 
was overturned, and all the affairs and concerns of the 
country were ordered ſo as 16 be ſubſervient to the de- 
ſign of entertaining that perſon when he ſhould come; 
it would be natural for us to think with ourſelves, why, 
ſurely, this perſon is ſome extraordinary perſon indeed, 
and it is ſome very great buſineſs that he is coming up- 


How great a perſon then muſt he be, for whoſe c6- 
ming into the world the great God of heaven and earth, 
and governor of all things, ſpent four thouſand years 
in preparing. the way, going about it ſoon 'after the 
world was created, and from age to age doing great 
things, bringing mighty events to paſs, accompliſhing 
wonders without number, often overturning the world 
in order to it, and cauſing every thing in the ſtate of 
mankind, and all revolutions and changes in the habi- 
table world from generation to generation to be ſubſer- 
vient to this great deſign ? Surely this muſt be ſome 
great and extraordinary perſon indeed, and a great work 
indeed it muſt needs be that he is coming about. | 

We read, Matth. xxi. 8. 9. 10. that when Chriſt was 
coming into Jeruſalem, and the multitudes ran before 
him, and cut down branches of palmetrees, and ſtrew- 
ed them in the way, and others ſpread their, garments 
in the way, and cried, © Hoſanna to the ſon of Da- 
« vid,” that the whole city was moved, ſaying, Who 
is this? They wondered who that extraordinary perſon 
ſhould be, that there ſhould be ſuch an ado made on 
occaſion af his coming into the city, and to prepare 
the way before him. But if we, conſider what has been 
ſaid on this ſubject, hat great things were done in all 
ages to prepare the way for Chriſt's coming into the 
world, and how the world was often overturned to 
make way for it, much more may we cry out, Who is 
this ? What great perſon is this? and ay, as in Pſal. 
xiv. 8, 10, “ Who is this King of glory,” that God 
ſhould ſhow ſuch reſpect, and put ſuch vaſt honour up 
on him? Surely this perſon is honourable indeed in 
God's eyes, and. greatly beloved of him ; and furely it 
u a great errand upon which he is fent into the world. 
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AVING ſhown how the work of redemption 
was carried on through the firſt period, from 
the fall of man to the incarnation of Chriſt, I 
come now to the ſecond period, viz. the time of Chriſt's 
Humiliation, or the ſpace from the incarnation of 
Chriſt to his reſurrection. And this is the moſt remark, 
able article of time that ever was or ever will be. Tho' 
it was but between thirty and forty years, yet more was 
done in it than had been done from the be 
the world to that time, We have obſerved, that all that 
had been done from the fall to the incarnation of Chriſt, 
was only preparatory for what was done now. And it 
may alſo be obſerved, that all that was done before the 
beginning of time, in the eternal counſels of God, and 
that eternal tranſaction there was between the perſons 
of the Trinity, chiefly reſpected this period. We there- 
fore now proceed to conſider the ſecond: propoſition, vin. 


That during the time of Chriſt's humiliation, 
from his incarnation to his reſurrection, the pur. 
chaſe of redemption was made. 


Though there were many things done in the affair of 
redemption from the fall of man to this time, though 
millions of ſacrifices had been offered up; yet nothing 
was done to purchaſe redemption before Chriſt's incar- 
nation : no part of the purchaſe was made, no part of 
the price was offered al now. But as foon as Chriſt 
was incarnate, then the purchaſe bega. 9 
without any delay. And the whole time of Chriſt 
Humiliation, from the, morning that Chriſt began to be 
incarnate, till the morning that he roſe from the dead, 
was taken up in this purchaſe. - And then the purchaſe 
was entirely and completely finiſhed. As nothing was 
done before Chriſt's incarnation, ſo nothing was done 
after his reſurrection, to purchaſe redemption” for men. 
Nor will there ever be any thing more done to all eter- 
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Chriſt ceaſed to remain under the power of death, the 
utmoſt farthing was paid of the 1 of the ſalvation 
of every one of the elect. 


Bu for the more orderly and _—_ conſideration 
of the great things done by our Redeemer to. purchaſe 
redemption for us, 

1. I would ſpeak. of Chriſt's becoming incarnate to 
capacitate himſelf for this purchaſe ; -- and, 

2. 1 would ſpeak of the ere 


a die Toneth 


Alasr, I would conſider Chriſt's coming into the 
world, or his taking upon him our nature to put 
himſelf in a capacity to purchaſe redemption for us. 
Chriſt became incarnate; or, which is the ſame thing, 
became man, to put himſelf in a capacity for working 
out our redemption: for though Chriſt, as God, was 
infinitely ſufficient for the work, yet to his being in an 
immediate capacity for it, it was 'ncedful that he ſhould 
not only be God but man. If Chriſt had remained on- 
ly in the divine nature, he would not have been in a ca- 
pacity to have purchaſed our ſalvation; not — any 
imperfection of the divine nature, but by reaſon of its 
ablohite and infinite perfection: for Chriſt, merely as 
God, was not capable either of that obedience or ſuf · 
ing chat was needful, The divine nature is not ca- 
pable of ſuffering ; for it is infinitely above all ſuffer- 
ing. Neither is it capable of obedience to that law that 
was given to man. It is as impoſſible that one who is 
only God, ſhould the law that was given to man, 
as it is that he ſhould ſuffer man's puniſhment. 

And it was neceſſary not only that Chriſt ſhould take 
upon him a created nature; but that he ſhould take up- 
on him our nature. It would not have ſufficed for us 
for Chriſt to have become an angel, and to have ed 
and ſuffered in the angelic nature. But it was neceſſary 
that he ſhould become a man, and that upon three a ac- 
nn. (21 

1. It was needful to anſwer the law, that that nature. 


law 
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la could not be anſwered, but by being obeyed by 

man. God infiſted upon it, that the law which, he had 

gm to man ſhould be honoured and ſubmittedl to, and 
fulfilled by the nature of man, otherwiſe the law could 
not be anſwered for men. The words that were ſpo- 
ken, Thou fhalt not eat thereof, Thou ſhalt, or Thou 
ſhalt not do thus or thus, were ſpoken to che race of 
mankind; to the human nature; and therefore the hu- 
man nature muſt fulfil them. 

2. It was needſul io anſwer the law that the nature 


that ſinned ſhould die. Theſe words, Thou ſhalt ſure- 


& ly die,” reſpect the human nature. The ſame nature 
to Which the command Was given, was the nature to 
which the threatening was directed. 

4. God fow meet; that the ſame world whichrwai the 


Any man's fall and ruin, ſbould alſo be the age of his 


redemption. We read often of his coming into the 


world to fave ſinners, and of God's ſending him into 
the world for this purpoſe. It was nerdful that he 
mould come into this ſinful, miferable, undone world, 
to reſtore and ſave it. In order to man's recovery, it 
was needful that he ſhould come down to man, to the 
world that was man's proper habitation, and that he 
thould tabernacle with us: ohn 1. 14. 6 wennn 
1 RES fleth, and dwelt e us.“ Is 


— the incarnation of pra, I would ob 
Wives theſe following thi 

I. The incarnation le; 3 in which eſpecially two 
things are to be conſidered, viz. 

1, His conception, which was in the womb: of one 
of che rate of mankind, whereby he became truly the 
Son of man, as he was often called. He was one of 
the poſterity of Adam, and a child of Abraham, and 2 
ſon of David. according to God's promiſe. But his 
conception was nos in the way of ordinary generation, 
but by the power of the Holy Ghoſt.” Chriſt was form- 


cd in the womb of the Virgin, of the ſubſtance of her 


body, by the power of the Spirit of God. 80 that he 


was the immediate ſon of the woman, but not-the im- 


mediate ſon of any male whatſoever ; and ſo was the 
ſeed of the woman, and the ſon of a eur r one that 
= never Known man. 


2. His 1 
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2. His birth. Though the conception of Chriſt 
was ſupernatural, yet after he was conceived, and ſo 
the incarnation of Chriſt begun, his human nature was 
gradually perfected in the womb of the virgin, in a 
way of natural progreſs and ſo his birth was in the way 
of nature. But his conception being ſupernatural, by 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt, he was both conceived 
and born without fan: | 

II. The ſecond thing I would bee concerning the 
incarnation of Chriſt, is the fulaeſs of the time in 
which it was accompliſhed. It was after things had 
been preparing ſor it from the very firſt fall of man- 
kind, and when all things were ready. — paſs 
at a time, which in infinite wiſdom was the moſt fit and 
proper: Gal. iv. 3. But when the fulneſs of time was 
© come, God ſent forth has Son, made of A woman, 
made under the law.?“ 

It was now the moſt: proper time on every account. 
Any time before the flood would not have been fo. fit a 
time. For then the miſchief and ruin that the fall 
brought on mankind, was not fo fully ſcen. The curſe 
did not ſo fully come on the earth before the flood, as 
it did afterwards: for though the” ground was curſed 
in a great meaſure before, yet it pleaſed God that the 
curſe ſhould once, before the reſtoration by Chriſt, be 
| executed in an univerſal deſtruction, as it were, of the 
n rery form of the earth, that the dire effocts of che fall 
E might once in fuch a way be ſeen before the recovery by 
d Chriſt. Though mankind were mortal before the fl 
9 yet their lives were the greater part of a thouſand — 
e in length, a kind of immortality in compariſon with 
0 what the life of man is now. It pleaſed God, that that 
f eurſe, Duſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt re- 
a 8 turn, ſhould, have its full accompliſnment, and be 
is executed in its greateſt degree on mankind, before: the 
ly Redeemer / came to N a never-ending life for 
1 man. (12 
Ir Ic wanld not — been ſo fit a time for Chriſt to come; 
le after the flood, before Moſes's time : for till then man- 
* kind were not fo univerſally apoſtatized from the true 
e God; they were not fallen univerſally into Heatheniſli 
at darkneſs; and ſo the need of Chriſt, the light of: the 

— was not ſo evident: and the woful conſe- 
is quence 
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quence of the fall with reſpe& to man's mortality, way 

not ſo fully manifeſt till then; for man's life was not 

ſo ſhortened as to be reduced to the preſent ſtandard till 
about Moſes's time. wr ob; H | 

It was moſt ſit that the time of the Meſſiah's comin 

ſhould not be till many ages after Moſes's time; till ; 
nations, but the children of Iſrael, had lain long in 
Heatheniſh darkneſs ; that the remedileſſneſs of their 
diſeaſe might by long experience be ſeen, and ſo the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of the heavenly phyſician, before he 
4 Another reaſon why Chriſt did not come ſoon after 
| the flood probably was, that the earth might be full of 
/ people, that Chriſt might have the more extenſive king- 
| dom, and that the of his light, and power, and 
grace, might be glorified, and that his victory over Sa- 
tan might be attended with the more glory in the mul- 
titude of his conqueſts. It was alſo needful that the 

coming of Chriſt ſhould be many ages after Moſes, that 
the church might be prepared which was formed by 
Moſes for his coming, by the Meſſiah's being long pre- 
figured, and'by his being many ways foretold, and by 
his being long expected. It was not proper that Chriſt 
ſhould come before the Babyloniſh captivity, . becauſe 
Satan's kingdom was not then come to the height. The 
Heathen world before that conſiſted of leſſer kingdoms. 
But God ſaw meet that the Meſſiah ſhould come in the 
time of one of the four great monarchies of the world. 
Nor was it proper that he ſhould come in the time of the 
Babyloniſh monarchy ; for it was God's will, that ſeveral 
general monarchies thould follow one another, and that 
the coming of the Meſſiah ſhould be in the time of the 
laſt, which appeared above them all. The Perſian mo- 
narchy, by overcoming the Babylonian, appeared above 
it: and ſo the Grecian, T overcoming the Perſian, ap- 
peared above that; and for the ſame reaſon, the Ro- 
man above the Grecian. Now it was the will of God, 
that his Son ſhould make his appearance in the world 
in the time of this greateſt and ſtrongeſt monarchy, 
which was Satan's viſible kingdom in the world; that, 
by overcoming this, he might viſibly overcome Satan's 

kingdom in its greateſt ſtrength and glory, and ſo ob- fe 

tain the more complete triumph over Satan himſelf. 0 40 
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It was not proper that Chriſt ſhould come before the 
Babyloniſh captivity. For, before that, we have not hi- 
ſtories of the ſtate of the Heathen world, to give us 
an idea of the need of a ſaviour. And beſides, before 
that, learning did not much flouriſh, and ſo there had 
not been opportunity to ſhow the inſufficiency of hu- 
man learning and wiſdom to reform and ſave mankind. 
Again, before that, the Jews were not diſperſed over 
the world, as they were afterwards; and ſo things were 
not prepared in this reſpect for the coming of Chriſt. 


The neceſſity of aboliſhing the Jewiſh diſpenſation was 


not then ſo apparent as it was afterwards, by reaſon of 
the diſperſion of the Jews; neither was the way prepa- 
red for the propagation of the goſpel, as it was after- 
wards, by the ſame diſperſion. Many other things 
might be mentioned, by which it would appear, that 


no other time before that very time in which Chriſt did 


come, would have been proper for his appearing in the 
world to purchaſe the redemption of men. r SH 

III. The next thing that I would obſerve concerning 
the incarnation of Chriſt, is the greatneſs of this event. 
Chriſt's incarnation was a greater and more wonderful 
thing than ever had come to paſs; and there has been 
but one that has ever come to paſs which was greater, 
and that was the death of Chriſt, which was afterwards. 
But Chriſt's. incarnation was a greater thing than had 
ever come to paſs before. The creation of the world 
was a very great thing, but not ſo great a thing as the 
incarnation of Chriſt. It was a great thing for God to 
make the creature, but not ſo great as for God, as for 
the creator himſelf, to become a creature. We have 
ſpoken of many great things that were . accompliſhed 
from one age to another, in the ages between the fall 
of man and the incarnation. of Chriſt : but God's be- 
coming man was a greater thing than they all. When 


Chriſt was born, the greateſt perſon was born that ever 


was, or ever will be born. ? 

IV. What I would next obſerve concerning the in- 
carnation of Chriſt, are the remarkable circumſtances 
of it; ſuch as his being born of a poor virgin, that was 
a pious holy perſon, but poor, as appeared by her of- 
fering at her purification: Luke ii. 24. And to offer a 


* ſacrifice according to that which is ſaid in the law of 


« the 


' 
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dhe Lord, A pair of turtle · doves, or two young yi. 


„ geons.“ Which refers to Lev. N And it the be 
not able to bring a lamb, then ſhe ſhall bring two tur- 
** tles,; or two young pigeons.” And this poor virgin 
was eſpouſed' to an huſband who was a poor man, 
Though they were both of the royal family of David, 
the moſt honourable family, and Joſeph. was the right. 
ful heir to the crown ; yet the family was reduced to a 
very low ſtate ; which is repreſented by the tabernacle 
of David's being fallen or broken down, Amos ix. 11, 
In that day will I raiſe up the tabernacle of David 
„ that is fallen, and cloſe up the breaches thereof, and 
& I will raiſe up his ruins, and I will build it as in the 
& days of old. 3 40 N 
He was born in the town of Bethlehem, as was fore. 
told: and thee was a very remarkable providence of 
God to bring about the fulfilment of this prophecy, the 
taxing of all the world by Auguſtus Cæſar, as in Luke ii, 
He was born in a very low condition, even in a ſtable, 
and laid in a manger. |, 10 12 1 
V. I would obterve the concomitants of this great 
event, or the remarkable events with which it was at» 
tended, —— And, 02 foo. thier”; N 
1. The firſt thing I would take notice of that attend- 
ed the incarnation of Chriſt, was the return of the Spi- 
rit ; which indeed began a little before the incarnation 
of Chriſt ; but yet was given on occaſion of that, as it 
Was to reveal either his birth, or the birth of his fore- 
runner John the Baptiſt. I have before obſerved how 
the ſpirit of prophecy ceaſed not long after the book 
of Malachi was written» From about the ſame time 
viſions and immediate revelations ceaſed alſo. But now, 
on this occaſion, they are granted ane w, and the Spirit 
in theſe operations returns again. The firſt inſtance of 
its reſtoration that we have any account of is in the vi- 
ſion of Zacharias, the father of John the Baptiſt, which 
we read of in the iſt chapter of Luke, The next is in 
the vifion which the Virgin Mary had, of which we 
read alſo in the ſame chapter. The third is in the vi- 
ſion which Joſeph had, of which we read in the iſt 
chapter of Matthew. In the * = , the Spirit was 
iven; to Elifabeth, Luke i. 41, Next, it was given to 
6413 9 to 
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to Zachariah again, ibid. ver. 64. Then it was ſent to 
the ſhepherds; of which we have an account in Luke 
ii. 9. Then it was given to Simeon, Luke ii. 25. Then 
to Anna, ver. 36. Then to the wiſe men in the eaſt. 
Then to Joſeph again, direAing him to flee into Egypt, 
and after that directing his return. - 
2. The next concomitant of Chriſt's incarnation that 
[ would obſerve is, the great notice that was taken of it 
in heaven, and on earth. How it was noticed by the 
glorious inhabitants of the heavenly world, appears by 
their joyful ſongs on this occaſion, heard by the ſhep- 
herds in the night. This was the greateſt event of Pro- 
vidence that ever the angels had beheld. We read of 
their ſinging praiſes when they ſaw the formation of 
this lower world: Job xxxviii. 7. When the morn- 
« ing-ſtars ſang together, and all the ſons of God 
« ſhouted for joy.” And as they ſang praiſes then, 
ſo they do now, on this much greater occaſion, of the 
— the Son of God, who is the creator of the 
world. | 102 100 ls ot bait | 
The glorious angels had all along expected this event. 
They bad taken great notice of the prophecies and pro- 
miſes of theſe things all along: for we are told, that 
the angels deſire to look into the affairs of redemption, 
1 Pet. i. 12. They had all along been the miniſters of 
Chriſt in this affair of redemption, in all the ſeveral 
ſteps of it down from the very fall of man. So we read, 
that they were employed in God's dealings with Abra- 
ham, and in his dealings with Jacob, and ia his deal- 
ings with the Iſraelites from time to time. And doubt- 
8 


they had long Joyfully expected the coming of 
ee 


Chriſt ; but now they it accompliſhed, and there- 

fore greatly rejoice, and fing praiſes on this occaſion. 
Notice was taken of it by ſome among the Jews; as 
particularly by Eliſabeth and the Virgin Mary before 
the birth of Chriſt ; not to ſay by John the Baptiſt be- 
fore he was born, when he leaped in his mother's womb 
as it were for joy, at the voice of the ſalutation of 
Mary. But Eliſabeth and Mary do moſt joyfully praiſe 
God together, when they meet with Chriſt and his 
forerunner in their wombs, and the Holy Spirit in their 
ſouls. And afterwards what joyful notice is taken of 
this event by the ſhepherds, and by thoſe * perſons 
f 7 | 2 acharias, 
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Zacharias, and Simeon, and Anna! How do 
praiſe God on this occaſion] Thus the church of God 
in heaven, and the church on earth, do as it were u- 
nite in their joy and praiſe on this occaſi. 

Notice was taken of it by the Gentiles, which ap. 
pears in the wiſe men of the eaſt. Great part of the 
univerſe does as it were take a joyful notice of the in- 
carnation of Chriſt, Heaven takes notice of it, and | 

» the inhabitants fing for joy. This lower world, the | 
world of mankind, does alſo take notice of it in both | 
8 of it, Jews and Gentiles. It pleaſed God to put 

onour on bis Son, by wonderfully ſtirring up ſome of | 
the wiſeſt of the Gentiles to come a long journey to ſee | 
and worſhip the Son of God at his birth, being led by | 
a miraculous ſtar, ſignifying the birth of that glorious | 

rſon, who is the bright and morning ſtar, going be- | 

re, and leading them to the very place where the | 
young child was. Some think they were inſtructed by | 
the prophecy of Balaam, who dwelt in the eaſtern 

ts, and foretold Chriſt's coming as a ſtar that ſhould 
riſe out of Jacob. Or they might be inſtructed by that | 
general expectation there was of the Meſſiah's coming 

about that time, before ſpoken of, from the notice they c 

Had of it by the prophecies the Jews had of him in 

their diſperſions in all parts of the world at that time. 

3. The next concomitant of the birth of Chriſt was 
his circumcifion. But this may more properly be ſpo- 
ken of under another head, and ſo I will not infiſt up- 
on it now. | 2A CY 
4. The next concomitant was his firſt coming into 
the ſecond temple, which was his being brought thither 
when an infant, on occaſion of the purification of the 
bleſſed Virgin, We read, Hagg. ii. 7. * The dedire of | 
« all nations ſhall come, and I will fill this houſe (or { ? 
« temple) with glory.” And in Mal. vii, 1.“ The 
« Lord, whom ye ſeck, ſhall ſuddenly come to his MW * 
« temple, even the meſſenger of the covenant.” And 
now was the firſt inſtance of the fulfilment of theſe pro- 
phecies, * ne 
The laſt concomitant I ſhall mention is the ſcep- 
tre's departing from Judah, in the death of Herod the 
Great. The ſceptre had never totally departed. from 
Judah till now. Judah's ſceptre was greatly diminiſhed 
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in the revolt of the ten tribes in Jeroboam's time; and 


the ſceptre departed from Iſrael or Ephraim at the time 
of the captivity of the ten tribes by Shalmaneſer. But 


yet the ſceptre remained in the tribe of Judah, under 


the kings of the houſe of David. And when the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin were carried captive by Nebu - 
chadnezzar, the ſceptre of Judah ceaſed for a little 
while, till the return from the captivity under Cyrus: 
and then, though they were not an independent go- 


vernment, as they had been before, but owed fealty to 


the kings of Perſia; yet their governor was of them- 


ſelves, who had the power of life and death, and they 


were governed by their own laws; and ſo Judah had a 


lawgiver from between his feet during the Perſian and 
Grecian monarchies. Towards the latter part of the 


Grecian monarchy, the people were governed by kings 


of their own, of the race of the Maccabees, for the 


greater part of an hundred years; and after that they 
were ſubdued by the Romans. But yet the Romans 
ſuffered them to be governed by their own laws, and to 
have a king of their own, Herod the Great, who reign- 
ed about forty years, and governed with proper kingly 
authority, only paying homage to the Romans. But pre- 
ſently after, Chriſt was born he died, as we have an ac- 
count, Matth. ii. 19. and Archelaus ſucceeded him; 


but was ſoon put down by the Roman Emperor; and 


then the ſceptre departed from Judah. There were no 
more temporal kings of Judah after that, neither had 
that people their governors*from the midſt of them- 
ſelves after that, but were ruled by a Roman governor 
ſent among them; and they ceaſed any more to have the 


power of life and death among themſelves. Hence the 


Jews ſay to Pilate, It is not lawful for us to put any 
man to death, John xviii. 31. Thus the ſceptre de- 
parted from Judah when Shiloh came. 1 
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AvinG thus conſidered Chriſt's coming into the 
world, and his taking on him our nature, to put 
himſelf in a capacity for the purchaſe of redemption, I 
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come now, SECONDLY, to ſpeak: of the purchaſe itſelf. 
Aud in ſpeaking of this, I would, | 
1. Show what is intended by the purchaſe of re- 
demptiun. | 
2. Obſerve ſome things in general concerning thoſe 
things by which this purchaſe was made. 
3. 1 would orderly conſider thoſe things which Chriſt 
did and fuffered, by which that purchaſe was made. 


6er. I. 


1 WovrD ſhow what is here intended by Chriſt's pur - 
chaſing redemption. And there are two things that 
are intended by it, viz. his ſatis faction, and his merit. 
All is done by the price that Chriſt lays down. But the 
price that Chriſt laid down does two things: it pays 
our debt, and ſo it ſatisfies + by its intrinſic value, and 
by the agreement between the Fathey and the Son, it 
procures a title to us for happineſs, and fo it merits, 
The ſatisfaction of Chriſt is to free us from miſery, 
and the merit of Chriſt is to purchaſe happineſs for us. 
The word purchaſe, as it is uſed with reſpect to the 
28 of Chriſt, is taken either more ſtriftly or more 
gely. It is oftentimes uſed more ſtrictly, to ſignify 
only the merit of Chriſt; and ſometimes. more largely, 
to ſignify both his ſatisfaction and merit. Indeed moſt 
of the words which are uſed in this affair have various 
ſignifications. Thus ſometimes divines uſe merit in this 
affair for the whole price that Chriſt offered, both fa- 
risfactory, and alſo poſitively meritorious. And ſo the 
word /atisfattion is ſometimes uſed, not only for his 
pitiation, but alfo for his meritorious obedience. 
or in ſome ſenſe, not only ſuffering, the penalty, but 
poſitively obeying, is needtul to ſatisfy the law. The 
reaſon of this various ule of theſe terms ſeems to be, that 
ſatisfaction and merit do not differ ſo much really as re- 
latively. They both conſiſt in paying a valuable price, 
a price of infinite value; but only that price, as it re- 
ſpects a debt to be paid, is called /atis/aFion ; and as it 
reſpects a poſitive good to be obtained, is called merit. 
The difference between paying a debt and makin * 
ſitive purchaſe is more relative than it is efſential. 
who lays down a price to pay a debt, does in ſome 1 
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make a haſe : he purchaſes liberty from tlie obliga- 
tion. And he who lays down a price to purchaſe a 
good, does as it were make ſatisfaction: he ſatisfies the 
conditional demands of him to whom he pays it. This 
n what is meant by the 3 
of EY 


Sect. I. 


| Now proceed to ſome general obſervations concern 

ing thofe things 'by which this purchaſe was made. 

—— And here, + ; 
1.1 would obferve, A whinevce in Cl had the 


nature of ſatisfaction, it was by virtue of the ſuffering 


or humiliation that was in it. But whatever had the 
nature of merit, it was by virtue of the obedience or 
righteouſneſs there was in it. The fatisfattion of Chriſt 
eonſiſts in his anſwering the demands of the law on 
man, which were conſequent on the breach of the law. 

Theſe were anſwered by ſuffering the penalty of the 
law. The merit of Chriſt conſifts in what he did to 
anſwer the demands of the law, which were prior to 
man's breach of the law, or to fulfil what the law de- 

manded before man ſinned, which was obedience. 

The ſatisfaction or propitiation of Chriſt conſiſts ei- 
ther in his ſuffering evil, or his being fubject to abaſe- 
ment. For Chriſt did not only make ſatisfaction by 

oper ſuffering, but by whatever had the nature of 
1 and abaſement of circumſtances. Thus 
Chriſt made ſatisfaction for fin, by continuing under 
the power of death, while he lay buried in the grave, 
though neither his body nor ſoul properly endured any 
fuffering after he was dead. Whatever Chriſt was ſub- 
ject to that was the judicial fruit of ſin, had the nature 
of ſatisfaction for ſin. But not only proper ſuffering, 
but all abaſement and depreſſion of the ſtate and cir- 
cumſtances of mankind below its primitive honour and 
dignity, ſuch as his body's remaining under death, and 
body and ſoul remaining ſeparate, and other things that 
might be mentioned, are the judicial fruits of fin. And 
all that Chriſt did in his ſtate of humiliation, that had 
the nature of obedience or moral virtue or goodneſs in 
it, in one reſpect or another had the nature of merit 
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in it, and was part of the price with which he purcha. 
ſed happineſs for the doth, 4 | 
2. I would obſerve, that both Chriſt's ſatisfaction for 
' fin, and alſo his meriting happineſs by his righteouſneſs, 
were carried on through the whole time of his humi- 
liation. Chriſt's ſatisfaction for fin was not only by his 
laſt ſufferings, though it was principally by them ; but 
all his ſufferings, and all the humiliation that he was 
ſubje& to from the firſt moment of his incarnation 
to his reſurrection, were propitiatory or ſatisfactory. 
Chriſt's ſatisfaction was chiefly by his death, becauſe his 
ſufferings and humiliation in that was greateſt. But all 

his other ſufferings, and all his other humiliation, all 
along had the nature of ſatisfaftion. - So had the mean 
circumſtances in which he was born; His being born 
in ſuch a low condition, was to make ſatisfaction for 
ſin. His being born of a poor virgin, in a. ſtable, and 
his being laid in a manger; his taking the human na- 
ture upon him in its low ſtate, and under thoſe in- 
firmities brought upon it by thg fall ; his being born in 
the form of finful fleſh, had the nature of ſatisfaction. 
And fo all his ſufferings in his infapcy and childhood, 
and all that labour, and contempt, ,and reproach, and 
temptation, and difficulty of any kind, or that he ſuf- 
fered through the whole courſe of his life, was of a 
propitiatory and ſatisfactory nature. 

And ſo his purchaſe of happineſs by his righteouſ- 
neſs was alſo carried on through the whole time of his 
humiliation till his reſurrection z not only in that obe- 
dience he performed through the courſe of his life, but 
3 in the obedience he performed in laying down his 

55 | 

3. It was by the ſame things that Chriſt hath ſatiſ- 
fied God's juſtice, and alſo purchaſed eternal happineſs. 
This ſatisfaction and purchaſe of Chriſt were not only 
both carried on through the whole time-of Chriſt's hu- 
miliation, but they were both carried on by the ſame 
things, He did not make ſatisfaction by ſome things 
that he did, and then work out a righteouſneſs by o- 
ther different things; but in the ſame acts by which he 
wrought out righteouſneſs, he alſo made ſatisfaction, 
but only taken in a different relation. One and the 
fame act of Chriſt, conſidered with reſpect to 4 

nce 
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dience there was in it, was part of his righteouſneſs, 
and purchaſed heaven: but conſidered with reſpect to 
the ſelf-denial, and difficulty, and humiliation, with 
which he performed it, had the nature of ſatisfaction 
| for fin, and procured our pardon. Thus his going a- 
bout doing good, preaching the goſpel, and teaching 
his diſciples, was a'part of his righteouſneſs, and pur- 
chaſe of heaven, as it was done in obedience to the Fa- 
ther; and the ſame was a part of his ſatisfaction, as he 
did it with great labour, trouble, and wearineſs, and 
under great temptations, expoſing himſelf hereby to re- 
proach and contempt. So his laying down his life had 
the nature of ſatisfaction to God's offended juſtice, 
conſidered as his bearing our puniſhment in our ſtead : 
but conſidered as an act of obedience to God, who had 
given him this command, that he ſhould lay down his 
life for ſinners, it was a part of his righteouſneſs, and 
purchaſe of heaven, and as much the principal part of 
his righteouſneſs as it was the principal part of his ſatiſ- 
faction. And ſo to inſtance in his circumciſion, what he 
ſuffered in that, had the nature of ſatisfaction: the 
blood that was ſhed in his circumciſion was propitia- 
tory blood; but as it was a conformity to the law of 
Moſes, it was part of his meritorious righteouſneſs. 
Though it was ot properly the act of his human na- 
ture, he being an infant; yet it being what the human 
nature was the ſubject of, and being the act of that 
perſon, it was accepted as an act of his obedience, as 
our mediator. ; 6 
And ſo even his being born in ſuch a low condition, 
had the nature of ſatisfaction, by reaſon of the humi- 
liation that was in it, and alſo of righteouſneſs, as it 
was the act of his perſon in obedience to the Father, 
and what the human nature was the ſubject of, and 
what the will of the human nature did acquieſce in, 
though there was no act of the will of the human nature 
prior to it. 


* 14 ax _ _ und tic. dts 
- 


» = -: © 171 


—_— "—— 0& 
* * 0 


. "= 


Tarss things may ſuffice to have obſerved in the 
general concerning the purchaſe Chriſt made of re- 
demption. 75 | 
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Now proceed to ſpeak more 3 of tho 
I things which Chriſt did, and was the ſubject of, oh 


ring the time of his humiliation, whereby this 

was made, — And the nature of the purchaſe of 

| Chriſt, as it has been explained, leads us to conſider 
theſe things under a twofold view, Viz. 


* Wich reſpect to his righteouſneſs, which a appeared 
in m. 
and humiliation chat 


22. With reſpect to the fufferings 
he was ſubjedt io in them in our 


61. I will confider the things that p | Auriog the 
time of Chriſt's humiliation, with reſpect to the obe 
dience and riglicouſnaſt that he exerciſed in them. And 
this-is ſubject to a threefold diſtribution. I een 
fore conſider his obedience, 

I. — «boi 3 ed. 0110 

2. re to erent flages ay life in 
which he — it. 4 q 

3. Wich _ to the virtuer he exerciſed in ri 
bedience. 


I. Tur firſt diftribution of the 1 * Chriſt's righ- 
reouſneſs is with reſpect to the laws which Chriſt obeyed 
in that righteouſneſs which he performed. But here it 

muſt be obſerved in general, that all the precepts which 
(Chriſt obeyed may be reduced to one law, and that is 
that which the Apoſtle calls the law of works, Rom. 
Hi. 23. Every command that Chriſt obeyed may be re- 
duced to that great and everlaſting law of God that is 
contained in the covenant of works, that eternal rule 
of right which God had eſtabliſhed between himſelf and 
"mankind. Chriſt came into the world to fulfil and an- 
ſwer the covenant of works; that is, the covenant that 
is to ſtand for ever as a rule of judgement; and that 
is the covenant that we had broken, and that was the 
covenant that muſt be fulfilled... 

This law of works indeed includes all the laws of 
God which ever have been given to mankind ; for it is 
a general rule of che law of works, and indeed of P 
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law of nature, That God is to be obeyed, and that he 
| muſt be ſubmitted to in whatever poſitive precept he is 
b pleaſed to give us. It is a rule of the law of works, 
A That men ſhould obey their earthly parents: and it is 
0 certainly as much a rule of the ſame law, That we 
f ſhould obey our | heavenly Father: and ſo the law, of 
r works requires obedience to all poſitive commands of 
God. It required Adam's obedience to that poſitive 
d command, Not to eat of the forbidden fruit; and it 
required obedience of the Jews to all the poſitive com- 
at mands of their inſtitution. When God commanded 
Jonah to ariſe and go to Nineveh, the law of works re- 
quired-him to obey : and fo it required Chriſt's obe- 
dience to all the poſitive commands which God gave 
But, more particularly, the commands f God which 
Chriſt obeyed, were of three kinds; they were either 
ſuch as he was ſubject to merely as man, or ſuch as he 
101 was ſubject to as he was a Jew, or ſuch as he was ſub- 
in jet to purely as Mediator. | 47 
I, He obeyed thoſe commands which he was ſubject 
o- to merely as man: and they were the commands of the 
! moral law, which was the ſame with that which was gi- 
ven at Mount Sinai, written in two tables of ſtone, 
which are obligatory on mankind of all nations andall 
ages of the world. 5 | | 
2. He obeyed all thoſe laws he was ſubject to as he 
vas a Jew. Thus he was ſubject to the ceremonial law, 
and was conformed to it. He was conformed to-it in 
his being circumciſed the eighth day; and he ſtrictly 
obeyed it in going up to Jeruſalem to the temple three 
times a- year; at leaſt after he was come to the age of 
twelve years, which ſeems to have been the. age when 
the males began to go up to the temple. And ſo Chrift 
conſtantly attended the ſervice of the temple, and of the 
ſynagogues. | 585 | 
To this head. of his obedience to the law that he was 
ſubje&t to as a Jew, may be reduced his ſubmiſſion to 
John's baptiſm. For it was a ſpecial command to the 
; of Jews, to go forth to John the Baptiſt, and be baptized 
it is of him; and therefore Chriſt being a Jew, was ſubject 
the to this command: and therefore, when he came to be 
law baptized of John, and John objected, that he had more 
| A a _ 
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need to come to him to be baptized of him, he gives 
this reaſon for it, That it was needful that he ſhould do 
it, that he might fulfil all righteouſneſs. See Match. 
Ill. 13. 14. 15. | | * e 
3. Another law that Chriſt was ſubject to, was the 
mediatorial law, which contained thoſe commands of 
God to which he was ſubje&, not merely as man, nor 
yet as a Jew, but which related purely to his mediato- 
rial office. Such were the commands which the Father 
gave him, to teach ſuch doctrines, to preach the poſpel, 
to work ſuch miracles, to call ſuch difciples, to appoint 
ſuch ordinances, and finally to lay down his life : for 
he did all theſe things in obedience t6 commands he had 
received of the Father, as he often tells us. And theſe 
commands he was not ſubject to merely as man; for 
they did not belong to other men: nor yet was he ſub- 
ject to them as a Jew; for they were no part of the 
Moſaic law; but they were commands that he had re- 
ceived of the Father, that purely reſpected the work he 
was to do in the world in his mediatorial office. 
And it is to be obſerved, that Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 
by which he merited heaven for himſelf, and all who 
believe in him, conſiſts principally in his obedience to 
this mediatorial law: for in fulfilling this law conſiſted 
his chief work and buſineſs in the world. The hiſtory 
of the evangeliſts is chiefly taken up in giving an ac- 
count of his obedience to this law : and this part of his 
obedience was that which was attended with-the great- 
eſt difficulty of all; and therefore his obedience in it 
was moſt meritorious. What Chriſt had to do in the 
world by virtue of his being Mediator, was infinitely 
more difficult than what he had to do merely as a man, 
or as a Jew. 'To his obedience to this mediatorial law 
belongs his going through his laſt ſufferings, beginning 
with his agony in the garden, and ending with his re- 
ſurrection. | 
As the obedience of the firſt Adam, wherein his 
righteouſneſs would have conſiſted, if he had ſtood, 
would have mainly contiſted, not in his obedience to 
the moral law, to which he was ſubje& merely as man, 
but in his obedience to that ſpecial law that he was ſub- 
ject to as moral head and ſurety of mankind, even the 
command of abſtaining from the tree of knowledge of 
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good and evil; ſo the obedience of the ſecond Adam, 
wherein his righteouſneſs conſiſts, lies mainly, not in 
his obedience to the law that he was ſubject to merely as 
man, but to that ſpecial law which he was ſubject to in 
his office as Mediator and ſurety for man. 


BeroRE I proceed to che next diſtribution of Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs, I would obſerve three things SOFIA 
Chriſt's obedience to theſe laws. 

I. He performed that obedience to them which was 
in every reſpect perfect. It was univerſal as to the kinds 

of laws that he was ſubject to; he obeyed each of 
theſe three laws; and it was univerſal with reſpect to 
eſe every individual precept contained in theſe laws,” and it 
for was perfect as to each command, It was perfect as to 
ab- poſitive. tranſgreſſions avoided : for he never tranſ- 
the greſſed in one inſtance; he was guilty of no fin of com- 
re- miſſion, And it was perfect with reſpect to the work 
he commanded :. he perfected the whole work.that each 
command required, and never was guilty of any fin of 
omiſſion. And it was perfect with reſpect to the prin- 
ciple from which he obeyed : his heart was perfect, his 
principles were wholly right, there was no corruption 
in his heart. And it was perfect with reſpect to the 
ends he acted for: for he never had any by - ends, but 
aimed perfectly at ſuch ends as the law of God required, 
And it was perfect with reſpect to the manner of perform · 
ance ; every circumſtance of each act was perfectly con- 
formed to the command. And it was perfect with re- 
ſpect to the degree of the performance : he acted whol- 
ly up to the rule. And it was perfect with reſpect to 
the conſtancy of obedience: he did not only perfectiy 
obey ſometimes, but conſtantly without any interrup- 
tion. And it was perfect with reſpect to perſeyerance ; 
he held out in perfect obedience to the? very end, 
through all the changes he paſſed throughs and all the 
trials that were before him. 

The meritoriouſneſs of Chriſt's obedience, depends 
on the perfection of it. If it had failed in any inſtance 
of perfection Qion; it could not have been meritorious : for 
imperfect obedience is not accepted as any obedience at 
all in * fight of the law of works, which was that law 
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that Chriſt was ſubje& to; for that is not accepted as 
an obedience to a law that does not anſwer that law. 
2. The next thing I would obſerve of Chriſt's, obe- 
dience is, that it was performed through the greateſt 
trials and temptations that ever any obedience was. His 
obedience was attended with the greateſt difficulties, 
and moſt extreme abaſement and {ferings that ever 
any obedience was; which was another thing that ren- 
dered it more meritorious and thank-worthy. To o- 
bey another when his commands are eaſy, is not ſo 
worthy, as it is to obey when it cannot. be done with- 
out great difficulty. . 
3 . He performed this obedience with infinite reſpect 
to God, and the honour of his law. The obedience he 
performed was with infinitely greater love to God, and 
regard to his authority, than the angels perform their 
obedience with. The angels perform their obedience 
with that love which is perfect, with ſinleſs perfection 
but Chriſt did not do ſo, but he performed his obe- 
dience with much greater love than the angels do theirs, 
even infinite love; for though the human nature of 
Chriſt was not capable of love abſolutely infinite, yet 
Chriſt's obedience that was performed in that human 
nature, is not to be looked upon as merely the obedience 
of the human nature, but the obedience of his perſon, 
as God-man; and there was infinite love of the perſon 


of Chriſt manifeſt in that obedience. And this, toge- 


ther with the infinite dignity of the perſon thar obeyed, 
rendered his obedience infinitely meritorious. 


u, Tus ſecond diſtribution of the acts of Chriſt's 
obedience, is with reſpe& to the different parts of his 
life, wherein they were performed, And in this reſpect 
they may be divided into thoſe which were performed 
in private life, and thoſe which were performed in his 
public miniſtry. 4 | £ 
J, hoſe acts he performet! during his private life. 

e was perfectly obedient in his childhood. He infi- 
nitely differed — other children, who, as ſoon as 
they begin to act, begin to fin and rebel. He was ſub- 
ject to his earthly parents, though he was Lord of all, 
Luke #i 51. He was found about his Father's buſineſs 
at twelve years of age in the temple, Luke ii, 42. * 
| | then 
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then began that work that he had to do in fulfilment 
of the mediatorial law, which the Father had given 
him. He continued his private life for about thirty 
years, dwelling at Nazareth in the houſe of his reputed 


father Joſeph, where he ſerved God in a private capa- 


city, and in following a mechanical trade, the buſineſs 
of a carpenter. CM j 
2dly, Thoſe acts which he performed during his pr 
blic miniſtry, which began when he was about thisty 
years of age, and continued for the three laſt years and 
an half of his life. Moſt of the hiſtory of the evan- 
geliſts is taken up in giving an account of what paſſed 
during theſe three years and an half; ſo is all the hi- 
ſtory,of the Evangeliſt Matthew, excepting the two firſt 
chapters. So is the whole of the hiſtory of the Evan- 
geliſt Mark; it begins and ends with it. And fo alſo 


is all the goſpel of John, and all the goſpel of Luke, 


excepting the two firſt chapters; | excepting alſo what 
we find in the evangeliſts concerning the miniſtry of 


John the Baptiſt, Chriſt's firſt appearing in his public 


miniſtry, is what is often called his coming in ſcripture. 
Thus John ſpeaks of Chriſt's coming as what is yet to 
be, though he had 'been þorn long before. #5 
Concerning the public miniſtry of Chriſt, I would 
obſerve the following things. 1. The forerunner of it. 
2. The manner of his firſt entering upon it. 3. The 
works in which he was employed during the courſe of 
itz and, 4. 'The manner of his finiſhing it. wel.- 
1. The forerunner of Chriſt's coming in his public 
miniſtry was John the Baptiſt : He came preaching re- 
pentance for the remiſſion of fins, to make way for 
Chriſt's coming, agreeable to the prophecies of him, 
If. xl. 3. . 5. and Matth. iv. 5. 6. It is ſuppoſed that 
John the Baptiſt began his miniſtry about three yearg 
and an half before Chriſt z ſo that John's miniſtry and 
Chriſt's put together, made ſeven years, which was the 
laſt of Daniel's weeks; and this time is intended in Dan. 
k. 27. “ He will confirm the covenant with many for 
one week.“ Chriſt came in the midſt of this week 
viz. in the beginning of the laſt haf of it, or the laſt 
three years and an half, as Daniel foretold, as in the 
verſe juſt now quoted: And in the midſt of the week 
he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe,” 
| | John 
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John Baptiſt's miniſtry conſiſted principally in preach- 
ing the law, to awaken men and convince them of ſin, 
to prepare men for the coming of Chriſt, to comfort 
them, as the law is to prepare the heart for the enter- 
tainment of the goſpel. INTL ". 
A very remarkable outpouring of the Spirit of God 
attended John's miniſtry ; and the effect of it was, that 
Jeruſalem, and all Judea, and all the region round a- 
bout. Jordan, were awakened, convinced, went out to 
him, and ſubmitted to his baptiſm, confeſſing their fins. 
John is ſpoken of as the greateſt of all the prophets 
| who came before Chriſt : Matth. xi. 11. Among thole 
«© that are born of women, there hath not riſen a 
greater than John the Baptiſt 3” i. e. he had thg moſt 
honourable office. He was as the morning-ſtar, which is 
the harbinger of the approaching day, and forerunner 
of the riſing ſun. The other prophets were ſtars that 
were to give light in the night; but we have heard how 
thoſe ſtars went out on the approach of the goſpel-day. 
But now the coming of Chriſt being very nigh, the 
 morning-ſtar comes before him, the brighteſt of all the 
e John the Baptiſt was the greateſt of all the 
ro ts. | | . | e 
1 And when Chriſt came in his public miniſtry, the 
light of that morning- ſtar decreaſed too; as we ſee, 
when the ſun riſes, it diminiſhes the light of the morn- 
ing - ſtar. 80 John the Baptiſt ſays of . himſelf, John ii. 
o. * He muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe,” - And 
1530 after Chriſt began his public miniſtry, John the 
Baptiſt was put to death; as the morning - ſtar is viſible 
a little while after the ſun is riſen, yet ſoon goes out. 
2. The next thing to be taken notice of is Chriſt's 
entrance on his public miniſtry, which was by baptiſm, 
followed with the temptation in the wilderneſs. His 
baptiſm was as it were his ſolemn inauguration, by 
which he entered on his miniſtry; and was attended with 
his being anointed with the Holy Ghoſt, in a ſolemn 
and viſible manner, the Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon him 
in a viſible ſhape like a dove, attended with a voice from 
heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved Son, in whom | 
% am well pleaſed,” Matth. 1ii..16. 17. . 
After this he was led by the devil into the wilderneſs. 
Satan made a violent onſet upon him at his firſt entrance 
ford 0 
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on his work; and now he had a remarkable trial of his 
obedience z\ but he got the victory. He who had ſuch 
ſucceſs with the firſt Adam, had none with the ſecond. 


3- I would take notice of che work in which Chriſt 


was employed during his miniſtry. And here are three 


things chiefly to be taken notice of, viz. his preaching, 


his working miracles, and his calling and appointing 
diſciples and miniſters of his kingdom. 

(1.) His preaching the goſpel. Great part of the 
work of his public miniſtry conſiſted in this; and much 
of that obedience by which he purchaſed ſalvation for 
us, was in his ſpeaking thoſe things which the Father 
commanded him. He more clearly and abundantly re- 
vealed the mind and will, of God, than ever it had 


been revealed before. He came from the boſom of the 


Father, and perfectly knew his mind, and was in the 
beſt capacity to reveal it. As the ſun, as ſoon as it is 
riſen, begins to ſhine z ſo Chriſt, as ſoon as he came in- 
to his public miniſtry, began to enlighten the world 
with his doctrine. As the law was given at Mount Si- 


nai, ſo Chriſt delivered his evangelical doctrine, full of ' 


bleſſings, and not curſes, to a multitude on a mountain, 
as we have an account in the 5th, 6th, and jth chap- 
ters of Matthew. 2 5 
When he preached, he did not teach as the ſcribes, 
but he taught as one having authority; ſo that his 
hearers were aſtoniſhed at his doctrine. He did not 
reveal the mind and will of God in the ſtyle which the 
prophets uſed to preach, as not ſpeaking their own 
words, but the words of., another; and uſed to i} 
in ſuch a ſtyle as this, Thus ſaith the Lord ;” but 


Chriſt, in ſuch a ſtyle as this, I ſay unto you,” thus 


or thus; Voerily, verily, I ſay unto you.” He deli- 
vered his doctrines, not only as the doctrines of God 
the Father, but as his own doctrines. - He'gave forth 
his commands, not as the prophets were wont to do, as 
God's commands, but as his own commands. He ſpake 
in ſuch a ſtyle as this, This is my commandment,” John 
xv. 12, Le are my friends, if ye do whatſoever I com- 
. 3 ” £4,908 


« mand you,“ ibid. 14. 


(2.) Another thing that Chriſt was employed in du- 


ring the courſe of his miniſtry, was working miracles. 
Concerning which we may obſerve ſeveral things. 
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Their multitude. Beſides particular inſtances, we of. 


ten have an account of multitudes coming at once with 
diſeaſes, and his healing them. q% | 


\\ They were works ef mercy. In them was diſplayed 
not only his infinite power and greatneſs, but his infi. 
nite mercy and goodneſs. He went about doing good, 


healing the ſick, reſtoring ſight to the blind, hearing to 


the deaf, and the proper uſe of their limbs to the lame 
and halt; feeding the hungry, cleanſing the leprous, 


and raiſing the dead. 


They were almoſt all of them ſuch as had been ſpoken 
as the peculiar works of God, in the Old Teſtament, 
with reſpect to tiling the ſea, Pal. cvii. 29 ( He 

% maketh the ſtorm a calm, ſo that the waves thereof 
„are ſtill.“ 80 as to walking on the ſea in a ſtorm: 
Job. ix. 8. Which alone — treadeth upon the waves 
«« of the ſea.” So as to caſting out devils : Pſal. Ixxiv. 


14. Thou breakeſt the heads of leviathan in pieces.“ 


So.as to feeding a multitude in a wilderneſs : Deut. viii. 


16. „Who fed thee in the wilderneſs with manna.“ 80 


as to. telling man's thoughts: Amos iv. 13.“ Lo, he 
„that —declareth unto man what is his thought — 
4 the Lord, the God of hoſts is his name.” 80 as to 
railing the dead: Pſal. Ixviii. 20. Unto God the Lord 
belong the iſſues from death.“ So as to opening the 
eyes of the blind: Pſal. cxlvi. 8. The Lord openeth 
the eyes of the blind.” 80 as to healing the ſick: 
Pſal. ciiz. 3. Who healeth all thy diſeaſes.” . So as to 
lifting up thoſe who are bowed together: Pal, cxlvi. 
8.“ The Lord raiſeth them that are bowed down.“ 
They were in general ſuch works as were images of 
the great work which he came to work on man's heart; re- 
— that inward, ſpiritual cleanſing, healing, re- 
novation, and reſurrection, which all his redeemed are 
the ſubjects of. | | | 
He wrought them in ſuch a manner as to ſbow, that he 
did them by his own power, and not by the power of an- 
other, as the other prophets did. They were wont to 
work all their miracles in the name of the Lord; but 
Chriſt wrought in his own name: Moſes was forbidden 
to enter into Canaan, becauſe he ſeemed by his ſpeech 
to aſſume the honour of working only one miracle to 


himſelf, Nor did Chriſt work miracles as the 7 40 
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did, who ought ven bi in the name of Chriſt ; bur 
he wrought them in his own name, and by his own 
authority and will: Thus, faith he, I will be thou 
clean, Matth. viii. 3. And in the ſame ſtrain he 


put the queſtion, Believe ye that I am able to do 


«this ?” Matth. ix. 28. | ; 
(3.) Another thing that Chriſt did in the courſe of 
his miniſtry, was to call his diſciples. He called many 
diſciples. There were many that he employed as mi- 
niſters; he ſent ſeventy diſciples at one time in this 
work : but there were twelve that he ſet apart as apo- 
files, who were. the grand miniſters of his kingdom, 
and as it were the twelve foundations of his church. 
See Rev. xxi. 14. Theſe were the main inſtruments of 
ſetting up his kingdom in the world, and therefore ſhall 
fit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of If- 
rael. } KT 19 
4. I would obſerve how he finiſhed his miniſtry. And 
this was, | ; 128 | 
(1.) In giving his dying counſels to his diſciples, and 
all that ſhould be his diſciples, which we have recorded 
particularly in the 14th, 15th, and 16th chapters of 
4 pel. | 1 | n 
(2.) In inſtituting a ſolema memorial of his death. 
This he did in inſtituting the ſacrament. of the Lord's 
ſupper, wherein we have 'a repreſentation of his body 
broken, and of his blood ſhed. 2 82 , 
(3.) In offering up himſelf, as God's high prieſt, a 
ſacrifice to God, which he did in his laſt ſufferings. 
This act he did as God's miniſter, as God's anointed 
prieſt ; and it was the greateſt att of his public miniſtry, 
the greateſt act of his obedience, by which he purchaſed - 
heaven for believers. The prieſts of old uſed to do 
many other things as God's minifters; but then were 
they in the higheſt execution of their office-when they 
were actually offering ſacrifice on the altar. So the 
greateſt thing that Chriſt did in the execution of his 
prieſtly office, and the greateſt thing that he ever did, 
and the greateſt. thin tos ever was done, was the of- 
fering up himſelf a ſacrifice to God. Herein he was 
the antetype of all that had been done by all the prieſts, 
and in all their ſacrifices and offerings, from the begin- 


ning of the world. | error $7 l 
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III. Tur third diſtribution of the acts by which 
Chriſt purchaſed redemption, regards. the virtues that 
Chrift exerciſed and manifeſted in them. And here 
would obſerve, that Chriſt in doing the work that he 
had to do here in the world for our redemption, exer- 
ciſed every poſſible virtue and grace. Indeed there are 
ſome particular virtues that finful man may have, that 
were not in Chriſt ; not from any want or defect of 
virtue, but becauſe his virtue was perfect and without 
defect. Such is the virtue of repentance; and broken · 
neſs of heart for fin, and mortification, and denying of 
luſt. Thoſe virtues were not in Chriſt, becauſe he had 
no fin of his own to repent of, nor any luſt to deny, 
But all virtues which do not preſuppote ſin, were in 
him, and that in a higher degree than ever they were 
in any other man, or any mere creature. Every virtue 
in him was perfect, Virtue itſelf was greater in him 
than in any other; and it was under greater advanta- 
ges to ſhine in him than in any other. Strict virtue 

ines moſt when moſt tried: but never any virtue had 
fuch trials as Chriſt's had. | 
The virtue that Chriſt exerciſed in the work he did, 
may be divided into three ſorts, viz. the virtues which 
more immediately refpe& God, thoſe which immediate- 
ly reſpect himſcl, and thoſe which immediately reſpect 
men. T oy 
1. Thoſe virtues which more immediately reſpett Cod, 
appeared in Chriſt in the work that he did for our re- 
demption. There appeared in him an holy fear and 
reverence towards God the Father. Chriſt had a great- 
er trial of his virtue in this reſpect than any other had, 
from the honourableneſs of his perſon. his was the 
temptation of the angels that fell, to caſt off their wor- 
fhip of God, and reverence of his majeſty, that 
were beings of ſuch. exalted dignity and worthinels 
themſelves. But Chriſt was infinitely more worthy and 
honourable than they; for he was the eternal Son of God, 
and his perſon was equal to the perſon of God the Fa- 
ther: and yet, as he had taken on him the office of me- 
diator, and the nature of man, he was full of reverence 
towards God. He adored him in the moſt reverential 
manner time after time. So he manifeſted a wonderful 
love towards God. The angels give great 3 


— 
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of their love towards God, in their conſtancy and agi- 
lity in doing the will of God; and many ſaints have 
given great teſtimonies of their love, who, from love 
to God, have endured great. labours and ſufferings : 
but none ever. gave ſuch teſtimonies of love to God as 
Chriſt has given; none ever performed ſuch a labour 
of love as he, and ſuffered ſo much from love to God. 
So he manifeſted the moſt wonderful ſubmiſſion to the 
will of God. Never was any one's ſubmiſſion ſo tried 
as his was. So he manifeſted the moſt wonderful ſpirit 
of obedience that ever was manifeſted. . | 

2. In this work he moſt wonderfully manifeſted thoſe 
virtues which more immediately reſpected himſelf ; as par- 
ticularly humility, patience, and contempt of the world. 
Chriſt, though he was the moſt excellent and honour- 
able of all men, yet was the moſt humble; yea, he was 
the moſt humble of all creatures. No angel or man e- 
ver equalled him in humility, though he was the high- 
eſt of all creatures in dignity and honourableneſs. 
Chriſt would have been under the greateſt temptations. 
to pride, if it had been poſſible. far any thing to be a 
temptation to him, The temptation of the angels that 


fell was the dignity of their nature, and the honour- 


ableneſs of their circumſtances; but Chriſt was infinite 
ly more honourable than they. The human nature of 
riſt was ſo honoured as to be in the ſame perſon with 
the eternal Son of God, who was equal with God; and 
yet that human. nature was not at all lifted up with 
pride. Nor was the man Chriſt Jeſus at all lifred up 
vith pride with all thoſe wonderful works which he 
wrought, of healing the fick, -curing the blind, lame, 
and maimed, and raiſing the dead. And though he 
knew that God had appointed him to be the king over 
heaven and earth, angels and men, as he ſays, Matth. 
xi. 27, All things are delivered unto me of my Fa- 
ther “ though he knew he was ſuch an 5 Eh 
nourable perſon, and thought it not robbery to be e- 
qual with God; and though he knew he was the heir 
of God the Father's kingdom: yet ſuch was his humi- 
lity, that he did not diſdain to be abaſed and depreſſed 
down. into lower and viler circumſtances and ſufferings 


. than ever 2 other elect creature was; ſo that he be- 
came leaſt 


all, and loweſt of all. The proper trial 
3 and 
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and evidence of humility, is ſtooping or complying with 
* thoſe acts or circumſtances, when called to it, which 
are very low, and contain great abaſement. But nong 
ever ſtooped ſo low as Chriſt, if we conſider either the 
infinite height that he ſtooped from, or the great depth 
to which he ſtooped. Such was his humility, that though 
'he knew his infinite worthineſs of honour,. and of be. 
ing honoured ten'thouſand times as much as the higheſt 
rince on earth, or angel in heaven; yet he did not think 
it too much when called to it, to be bound as a; curſed 
malefactor, and to become the laughing · ſtock and ſpit. 
ting · ſtock of the vileſt of men, and to be crowned with 
thorns, and to have a mock robe put upon him, and 
to be crucified like a ſlave and malefactor, and as one 
of the meaneſt and worſt of vagabonds and miſcreants, 
and an accurſed enemy of God and men, who was not 
fit to live on the earth; and this not for himſelf, but 
for ſome of the meaneſt and vileſt of creatures, ſome 
of thoſe accurſed wretches that crucified him. Was 
not this a wonderful manifeſtation of humility, when 
he chearfully and moſt freely ſubmitted to this abaſt- 
ment ? | 
And how did his patience ſhine forth under all the 
terrible ſufferings which he endured, when he was 
dumb, and opened not his mouth, but went as a lamb 
to the ſlaughter, and was like a patient lamb under all 

the ſufferings he endured from firſt to laſt. | 
And what contempt of the glory of this warld was 
there, when he rather choſe this cantempt, and mean- 
neſs, and ſuffering, than to wear a temporal crown, 
and be inveſted with the external glories of an earthly 

prince, as the multitude often ſolicited him ? 

3. Chriſt, in the work which he wrought out, in 2 
wonderful manner exerciſed: thoſe virtues which more 
immediately reſpef other men. And theſe may be ſums 
med up under two heads, viz. meekneſs, and love. 
Chriſt's meekneſs was his humble calmneſs of ſpirit 
under the proyocations that he met with, None ever 
met with ſo great provocations as he did. The great- 
neſs of provocation lies in two things, viz, in the de · 
gree of oppoſition by which the provocation is given; 
and, ſecondly, in'the degree of the unreaſonableneſs of 
that oppoſition, or in its being very cauſeleſs, and with- 
| out 
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out reaſon, and the great degree of obligation to the con · 
trary. Now, if we conſider both theſe things, no man 
ever met with ſuch provocations as Chriſt did, when 
he was u earth. If we confider how much he was 
hated, what abuſes he ſuffered from the vileſt of men, 
how great his ſufferings from men were, and how 
ſpiteful and how contemptuous they were, in offering 
him theſe abuſes; and alſo conſider how cauſeleſs and 
unreaſonable theſe abufes were, how wundeſerving he 
was of them, and how much deſerving of the contrary, 
viz. of love, and honour, and good treatment at their 
hands : I ſay, if we conſider theſe things, no man ever 
met with a thouſandth part of the provocation that 
Chriſt met with from men: and yet how meek was he 
under all! how compoſed and quiet his ſpirit! how far 
from being in a ruffle and tumult! When he was re- 
viled, he reviled not again; and as a ſheep before her 
ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth. No ap- 
pearance was there of a'revengeful ſpirit; on the con- 
trary, what a ſpirit of forgiveneſs did he exhibit! ſo 
that he fervently and effectually prayed for their for- 
giveneſs, when they were in the higheſt act of provoca- 
tion that ever they perpetrated, viz. nailing him to the 
croſs ; Luke xxiii. 34. Father, forgive them; for 
* they know not what they do.” ; 

And never did there appear ſuch an inſtance of love 
to men. Chriſt's love to men that he ſhowed when on 
earth, and eſpecially in going through his laſt ſuffer- 
ings, and offering up his life and ſoul under thoſe ſuf- 
ferings, which was his greateſt act of love, was far be- 
yond all parallel. There have been very remarkable 
manifeſtations-of love in ſome of the ſaints, as in the 
Apoſtle Paul, the Apoſtle John, and others: but the 
love to men that Chriſt ſhowed when on earth, as much 
exceeded the love of all other men, as the ocean exceeds 
a ſmall ſtrem. 


And it is to be obſerved, that all the virtues which 


appeared in Chriſt ſhone brighteſt in the cloſe of his 


life, under the trials he met with then. Eminent vir- 
tue always ſhows brighteſt in the fire. Pure gold ſhows 
its purity chiefly in the furnace. It was chiefly under 
thoſe trials which Chriſt underwent in the cloſe of his 
life, that his love to God, his honour of God's — 
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and his rogard to che honour of his law, and his ſpirit 
of obedience, and his humility, and contempt of the 
world, and his patience, and his meekneſs, and his 
ſpirit of forgiveneſs towards men, appeared. Indeed e. 
very thing that Chriſt did to work out redemption for 
us appears mainly in the cloſe of his life. Here mainly 
is his ſatisfaction for ſin, and here chiefly is his merit 
of eternal life for ſinners, and here chiefly appears the 

— 3851 of his example, which he hath ſet us to fol- 


Tups we have taken a brief view of the things 
whereby the purchaſe of redemption was made with 
reſpect to his r5ghteouſneſe that appeared in'them. —[ 
nn e 18 08 
$II. To take a view of them with reſpect to the /ati/- 
Faction that he thereby made for fin, or the faferings 
and humiliation chat he was the ſubject af in them oh 
our account. And here, | | ihe 
I. He was ſubject to uncommon humiliation and 
in his infancy. He was born to chat end that 
he might die; and therefore he did as it were begin to 
die as ſoon as he was born. His mother ſuffered in an 
uncommon manner in bearing him. When her travail 
came upon her, it is ſaid, chere was no room in the 
* inn, Luke ii. 7. She was forced to betake herſelf 
to a ſtable; and therefore Chriſt was born in the place 
of the bringing forth of beaſts. Thus he ſuffered in 
his birth, as though he had been meaner and viler than 
a man, and not poſſeſſed of the dignity of the human 
nature, but had been of the rank of the - brute crea- 
tures. And we may conclude, that his mother's cir- 
cumſtances in other reſpects were proportionably ſtrait 
and difficult, and that ſhe was deſtitute of the conve - 
niencies neceflary for ſo young an infant which others 
were wont to have; for want of which the new-born 
babe without doubt ſuffered much. | 
And beſides, he was perſecuted in his infancy. 'They 
began to-ſeek his life as ſoon as he was born. Herod, 
the chief man of the land, was ſo engaged to kill him, 
that, in order to it, he killed all the children in Beth- 
lehem, and in all the coaſts thereof, from two years 
old and under. And Chriſt ſuffered baniſhment in his 
infancy, was driven out of his native country into E- 
1 gypt, 
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pt, and without doubt ſuffered much by being car- 
ried ſo long a journey, when he was fo young, into a 
count. c ' TT 

II. Chriſt was ſubject to great humiliation in his pri- 
vate life at Nazareth. He there led a ſervile obſcure 


vi. 3- © Is not this the carpenter, the brother of James 


u and Joſes, and Juda, and Simon?” He, by hard 


labour, earned his bread before he ate it, and ſo ſuf - 
fered that curſe which God pronounced on Adam, Gen. 
ii. 13. In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou eat bread.” 
Let us conſider how great a degree of humiliation the 
glorious Son of God, the creator of heaven and earth, 


was fubject to in this, that for about thirty years he 


ſhould live a private obſcure life among-labouring men, 
and all this while be overlooked, and not taken notice 


of in the world, as more than other common labourers: 


Chriſt's humiliation in ſome reſpects was greater in pri- 
vate life than in the time of his public miniſtry. There 
were many manifeſtations of his glory in the word he 


. preached, and the great miracles he wrought; but the 


tirſt thirty years of his life he ſpent among. mean ordi- 


nary men, as it were in ſilence, without thoſe manife- - 


tations of his glory, or any thing to make him to be 
taken notice of more than any ordinary mechanic, but 
only the ſpotleſs purity and eminent holineſs of his life; 
and that was in a great meaſure hid in obſcurity z ſo 
that he was little taken notice of till after his baptiſm.” 
III. Chriſt was the ſubject of great humiliation and 


ſuffering during his public life, from his baptiſm till the 
night wherein he was betrayed. As particularly, 
1. He: ſuffered great povertyy ſo that he had not 


© where to lay his head,” Matth. viii. 20.3 and com- 
monly uſed to lodge abroad in the open air, for want 
of a ſhelter to betake himſelf to; as you will ſec is ma- 


nifeſt, if you compare the following places together, | 


which I ſhall but name to you, even Matth. viii, 20. 
and John xviii. 1. 2. and Luke xi. 37. and ch. xxii. 
39. 80 that what was ſpoken of Chriſt in Cant. v. 2. 
* My head is filled with, dew, and my locks with the 
* drops of the night,” was' literally- fulfilled, And 
through his poverty he doubtleſs was often pinched 


vith hunger, and thirſt, and cold. We read, Matth- ; 


Iv. 


0 


life, in a mean, laborious occupation : for he is called 
not only the carpenter's ſon, but the carpenter : Mark 


* 
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iv. 2. that he was an hungred : and ſo again in Match. 


xxi. 18. His mother and natural relations were poor, 
and not able to help him; and he was maintained by 
the charity of ſome ot his diſciples while he lived. 80 
we read in Luke viii. at the beginning, of certain wo- 


men that followed him, and miniſtered to him of their 


ſubſtance. He was ſo poor, that he was not able to 
pay the tribute that was demanded of him, without the 
miraculous coming of a fiſh to bring him the money 


out of the ſea in his mouth. See Matth. xvii. 27. And 


when he ate his laſt paſſover, it was not at his own charge, 


but at the charge of another, as appears by Luke xxii, 


7. &c. And from his poverty he had no grave of his 
own to be buried in. It was the manner of the Jews, 
unleſs they were very poor, and were not able, to pre- 
pe themſelves a ſepulchre while they lived, Bur 

hriſt had no land of his own, though he was poſſeſſor 
of heaven and earth; and therefore was buried by Jo- 


ſeph of Arimathea's charity, and in his tomb, which 


he had prepared for himſelf. | AY i 

2. He ſuffered. great hatred and reproach. He was 
deſpiſed and rejected of men. He was by moſt eſteem- 
ed a poor inſignificant perſon; one of little account, 
ſlighted for his low parentage, and his mean city Na- 
zareth. He was reproached as a glutton and drunkard, 
a friend of publicans and ſinners; was called a deceiver 
of the people; ſometimes was called a madman, and a 
Samaritan, and one poſſeſſed with a devil, John vii. 20. 
and viii. 48. and x. 20. He was called a blaſphemer, 


and was accounted by many a wizzard, or one that 
wrought miracles by the black art, -and by communica- 


tion with Beelzebub. They excommunicated him, and 
agreed to excommunicate any man that ſhould. own 
him, as, John ix. 22. They wiſhed: him dead, and 
were continually ſeeking to murder him; ſometimes by 
force, and ſometimes by craft. They often took up 


ſtones to ſtone him, and once led him to the brow of a 
bill, intending to throw him down the precipice, to 


daſh him in pieces againſt the rocks. ; 
He was thus and reproached by his own viſibl 
people: John i. 11. He came to his own, and his 


«. own received him not.“ And he was principally de- 


ſpiſed and hated by thoſe who were in chief repute, and 


were their greateſt men, And the hatred gn 
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he was hated was Into whatever part of the 
land he went, he met with hatred and contempt. He 
met with theſe in Capernaum, and when he went to Je- 


richo, when he went to Jeruſalem, which was the holy 
city, when he went to the temple to worſhip, and alſo in 
Nazareth, his own city, and among his own relations, 


and his old neighbours. | 2s 

3. He ſuffered the buffetings of Satan in an uncommon 
manner. We read of one time in particular, when he- 
had a Iong conflict with the devil, when he was in the 
wilderneſs forty days, with nothing but wild beafts and 
devils z and was ſo expoſed to the devil's power, that 
he was. bodily carried about by him from place to place, 
while he was otherwiſe in a very ſuffering ſtate. ; 


And ſo much for the humiliation and ſuffering of 


Chriſt's public life from his baptiſm to the night where - 
in he was betrayed, W335 43 r 

IV. I come now to his laſt humiliation and ſufferings, 
from the evening of the night wherein he was betrayed: 
to his reſurreftion. And here was his greateſt humi- 
liation and eng, by which principally he made ſa+ 


tisfaction to the - juſtice of God for the fins of men. 
Firſt, his life was ſold by ane of his own diſciples for- 


thirty pieces of filver, which was the price of the life 


of a ſervant; as you may ſee in Exod. xxi, 32.. Then 


he was in that dreadful agony in the garden. There 
came ſuch a diſmal gloom upon his foul, that he n 
to be ſorrowful and very heavy, and ſaid, his © foul 


« was exceeding ſorrow I, even unto death, and was 


« ſore amazed. 80 violent was the agony of bis 


ſoul, as to force the blood through the pores of his 


kin; ſo that while his ſonl was overwhelmed with 
amazing ſorrow, his body was all clotted with blood. 
The diſciples, who uſed to be as his friends and 
family, at this time above all appeared cold towards 
him, and unconcerned for him, at the ſame time that 
his Father's face was hid from him. Judas, to whom 
Chriſt had been ſo very merciful, and treated as one of 
his family or familiar friends, comes and betrays him 


in the moſt deceitful, treacherous manner. The offi- 


cers and ſoldiers apprehend and bind him; his diſciples 
forſake him, and fleez his own beſt friends do not 
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He is led away as a malefactor to appear | before: the 


o 


prieſts and ſcribes, his venomous, mortal enemies, that 
they might fit as his judges, who ſat up all night, to 
have the pleaſure of inſulting him, now they had got 
him into their hands. But becauſe they aimed at no- 


©. | thivg ſhort af his life, they fer themſelves to find ſome 


colour to put him to death, and ſeck for witneſſes againſt; 


him. When none appeared, they ſet ſome to bear falſe 
witneſs z and when their witneſs did not agree toge- 


ther, then they go to, examining him, to catch ſome» 


thing out of his on mouth. Ihey hoped' he would 
ſay, that he was the Son of God, and then they thought 
they ſhould have enough. But becauſe they ſee they 


are not like to obtain it without it, they then go to 


force him to ſay it, by adjuring him, in the name of 
God, to ſay whether he was or not: and when he con- 
feſſed that he was, then they r had enough; 
and then it was a time of rejoicing with them, which 
they ſhow, by falling upon Chriſt, and ſpitting in hig 
face, and blindfolding him, and ſtriking him in the face 
with the palms of their hands, and then bidding 
bim propheſy who it was. that ſtruck him thus ri- 
diculing him for pretending to be /a- prophet, And 
the very ſervants have a hand in the ſport: Mark, xiv, 


65. And the ſervants did ſtrike him with the palms 


% gf their hands.“ 1 kat $i 16 3 I | / 
During the ſufferings of that night, Peter, one of 
the chief of his own diſciples, inſtead of ſtanding by 
him to comfort him, appears aſhamed to own him, and 
denies and renounces him with oaths and curſes- And 
after. the chief prieſts and elders had finiſhed the night 
in ſo ſhamefully abuſing hi:1, when che morning was 
come, which was the morning of the moſt wonderful 
day that ever was, they led him away to Pilate, to be 
condemned to death by him, becauſe they had not the 
wer of life and death in their own hands. He is 
ught before Pilate's! judgement - ſcat, and there the 


prieſts and elders accuſe him as a traitor. And when 


ilate, u examining into the matter, declared he 
found no fault in bim, the Jews were but the more 


| tierce and violent to have him condemned. Upon 


which Pilate, after clearing him, very unjuſtly brings 
him upon a ſecond trial; and then not finding any thing 
unſt him, acquits him again. Pilate treats him as a 

| Me poor 


d 
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tence to condemn him as a traitor.  - | 


- 


And then he was ſent to Herod to be tried by him, 
and was brought before Herod's judgement - ſeat; and 
his enemies followed; and virulently accuſed him before 
Herod. Herod does not condemn him as a traitor, or 
one that would ſer up for a king, but looks upon him 
as Pilate did, as a poor worthleſs creature, not worthy 
to be taken notice of, and does but make a mere laugh 
of the Jews accuſing him as a dangerous perſon to Cx- 
far, as one that was in danger of ſetting up to be a king 
againft him; and therefore, in derifion, dreſſes him up 
in a mock robe, and makes ſport of him, and ſends 
him back through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem to Pilate with 
the mock robe on | RES, 
Then the Jews prefer Barabbas before him, and are 
inſtant and violent with loud voices to Pilate, to cruci- 
fy him. 80 Pilate, after he had cleared him twice 
and Herod once, very, unrighteouſly bripgs him on 
trial the third time, to try if he eould not find ſome- 
thing ag | 
ſtripped and feourged : thus he 8 his back to the 
ſmiter. After that, though Pilate ſtill declared that 
he found no fault in him; yet ſo unjuſt was he, that 
for fear of the Jews he delivered Chriſt to be crucified; 


But before they execute the ſentenee, his ſpiteful and 


cruel enemies take the pleaſure of another ſpell of 
mocking him; they get round him, and make a ſet bu- 
fineſs of it. They ſtripped him, and put on him a 
ſcarlet robe, and 'a reed in his hand, and a crown of 
thorns on his head. Both Jews and Roman ſoldiers 
were united in the tranſaction; they bow the knee be- 
fore him; and in deriſion cry, . Hail, king of the Jews.” 
They fpit upon him alſo, and take the reed out of his 
hand, and ſmite him on the head. After this they led 
him away to crucify him, and made him carry his on 
croſs, till he ſank under it, his ſtrength being ſpent; 
and then they laid it on one Simon a Cyrenian 
At length, being come to Mount Calvary, they exe- 
rute the ſentence which Pilate had ſo unrighteouſly pro- 
nounced. They nail him to his croſs by his hands and 
feet, then raiſe it erect, and fix one end in the ground, 


he being ſtill ſuſpended on it by the nails which pierced 


Cc'a- his 


ainſt him ſufficient to crueify him. Chriſt was. 
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his hands and feet. And now Chriſt's ſufferings arg 


come to the extremity: now the cup, which he fo ear - 


neſtly prayed that it might paſs from him, is come, and 


he muſt, he does drink it. In thoſe- days crucifixion 
was the moſt tormenting kind of death by which any 


were wont to be executed. There was no death where. 
4 the perſon expired ſo much of mere torment : and 


hence the Roman word, which ſignifies torment, is ta- 
ken from this kind of death. And beſides what our 
Lord endured in his excruciating death in his body, he 
endured vaſtly more in his ſoul. Now was that travail 
of his ſoul, of which we read in the prophet ; now it 
pleaſed God to bruiſe him, and to put him to grief; 
now he poured out his ſoul unto death, as in If. Iii. 
And if the mere forethought - of this cup made him 
ſweat blood, how much more dreadful and excruciating 


muſt the drinking of it have been ! Many martyrs have 


endured much in their bodies, while their ſouls have 
been joyful, and have ſung for joy, whereby they have 
been ſupported under the ſufferings of their outward 


man, and have triumphed over them. But this was 


nat the caſe with Chriſt ; he had no ſuch ſupport z but 
his ſufferings were chiefly thoſe of the mind, though 
the other were extremely great. In his. crucifixion 


Chriſt did not ſweat blood, as he had before, becauſe 


his blood had vent otherwiſe, and not becauſe his a- 
ony was now not ſo great. But though he did not 
weat blood, yet ſuch was the ſuffering of his ſoul, that, 

probably it rent his vitals; as ſeems probable by this 


that when his ſide was pierced, there came forth blood 


and water, And fo here was a kind of literal fulfil- 
ment of that in Pſal. xxii. 14. I am poured out like 


% vater: — my heart is like wax, it is melted in the 
e midſtof my bowels.” | 


Now. under all theſe ſufferings the Jews ſtill mock 


o 


him ; and wagging their heads ſay, “Thou that de- 
<«-ſtroyelt the temple, and buildeſt it in three days, fave 


« thyſelf; if thou be the Son: of God, come down 


- from the croſs.” And even the chief prieſts, ſcribes, 


and elders, joined in the cry; ſaying, * He ſaved o- 


* thers, himſelf he cannot ſave.” And probably the 


devil at the ſame time tormented him to the —_ 
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his power ;" and hence it is ſaid, Luke xxii. 53. This 


« js your hour, and the power of darkneſs.“ | 
Under theſe ſufferings, Chriſt having cried out once 


and again with a loud voice, at laſt he ſaid, It is finiſh- 


« ed,” (John xix. 30.), and bowed the head, and 
« gave up the ghoſt.” And thus was finiſhed the 

eateſt and moſt wonderful thing that ever was done. 
Now the angels beheld the moſt wonderful fight that e- 
ver they ſaw. Now was accompliſhed the main thing 
that had been pointed at by the various inſtitutions of 


and by all the ſacrifices from the beginning of the 
world. | 
continued under it till the morning of next day but 
one; and then was finiſhed that great work, the pur- 
chaſe, of our redemption, for which ſuch great prepa- 
ration had been made from the beginnin the world. 


Then was finiſhed all that was required in order to ſa- 


pr 2a threatenings of the law, and all that was ne- 
ceflary in order to ſatisfy divine juſtice z then the ut- 
moſt that vindictive juſtice demanded, even the whole 
debt was paid. Then was finiſhed the whole of the 


purchaſe of eternal life. And now there is no need of 


any thing more to be done towards a purchaſe of ſalva- 
tion for ſinners; nor has ever any thing been done 
ſince, nor will any thing more be done for ever and 
ever. n n r e 


= 


IMPROVEMENT. 
I: ſurveying the hiſtory of redemption, from the 
fall of man to the end of the world, we have now 
ſhown how this work was carried on through the two 


former of the three main periods into which this 


whole ſpace of timę was divided, viz, from the fall to 
the incarnation of Chriſt, and from thence to the end 


of the time of Chriſt's humiliation; and have particu- 
larly explained how in the firſt of theſe periods God 


prepared the way for Chriſt's appearing and purchaſing 
redemption ; and how, in the ſecond period, that pur- 
chaſe was made and finiſhed. 2 make — 

2 B improvement 


the ceremonial law, and by all the typical diſpenſation, - 


Chriſt being thus brought under cha power es denth, - 
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improvement of what has been ſaid on boththeſe ſutjeay 
33 conſidered conjunctiy.— And this I would do;  - 
b:, I. In an uſe of reproof. n 
2. In an uſe of encouragement. 


eh bogs M4 ts oa rt * | 

| Aer with an uſe of reproof z à reproof of thre 

* Nngs : 9 \# * | 
| 1. Of unbelef. * | CO SOIC It 1 
2. Of ſelf-righteotſneſs. es. 
2 F Of a careleſt neglect of the ſalvation of Chriſt. 
I. If it be as we have heard, how greatly do theft 
hin reprove thoſe who do not believe in, but trejedi 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt | i. e. all thoſe who do not bear- 
ttilly receive him. Perſons may receive him in"profeſ: 
INS. Fon; and carry well outwardly towards him, and may 
wiſh that they had / ſome of thoſe benefits that Chriſt 
has purchaſed, and yet their hearts not receive Chriſt; 
they may de Hearty in nothing that they do towards 
-Chriſt ; they may have no high eſteem of Chriſt, nor 
any ſincere honour or reſpect to Chriſt z they may ne- 
ver have opened the door of their heart to ſt, but 
have kept him ſhut out all their days, ever ſince they 
firſt heard of Chriſt, and his ſalvation has been offered 
to them. Though their hearts have been opened to 
others, their doors have been flung wide open to them, 
and they have had free admittance at all times, and have 
been embraced and made much of, and the beſt room 
in their hearts has been given them, and the chrone of 
their hearts has been allowed them ; yet Chriſt has al- 
ways been ſhut out, and they have been deaf to all his 
*Knocks and calls. They never could find an inclination 
P 4 heart to receive him, nor would they ever truſt in 
Let me now call upon you with / whom it is thus, to 
eonſider how great your fin, in thus rejecting Jeſus 
Chriſt, appears to be from thoſe things that have been 
ſaid. You flight the glorious perſon, for whole co- 
ming God made ſuch great preparation in ſuch a ſerles 
of wonderful providences from the beginning of the 
- world, and whom, after all things were made ready, 
Dod ſent into the world, bringing to paſs a thing Uri 
#4 3 : unknovn, 
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unkoowns viz, the union of the divine nature with the 
human in 2 You have been guilty of flight- . 
ing that 7 Saviour, who, after ſuch, preparation, ac 
tually accompliſbed the purchaſe of redemption; and 
who, after he had ſpent three or four and thirty years 
in poverty, labour, and contempt, in. purchaſing re- 
demption, at laſt finiſhed the purchaſe by cloſing his 
life under ſuch extreme ſufferings as you have heard; 
and ſo by his death, and continuing -for a time under- 
the power of death, completed the whole. This is the 
perſon you reject and deſpiſe. You make light of all 
the glory of his perſon, and of all the glorious love of 
God the Father, in ſending him into the world, and all 
his wonderful love appearing in the whole of this affair. 
That precious ſtane that God hath laid in Zion for a 
foundation in ſuch a manner, and by ſuch wonderful 
works as you have. heard, is a ſtone ſet at nought by 
Ou. L | | | 22 $4.9 ; x 
Sinners ſometimes are ready to wonder why the ſin of 
unbelief ſhould, be lobked upon as ſuch a great fin; 
but if you conſider what you have heard, how can you 
wonder? If it be ſo, that this Saviour is ſo great a Sa- 
viour, and this work ſo great a work, and ſuch great 
things haye been done in order to it, truly there is no 
cauſe of wonder that the fin of unbelief, or the rejec - 
tion of this Saviour, is ſpoken of in ſcripture as ſuch a 
dreq ful ſin, ſo provoking to God, and what brings 
greater guilt than the ſins of the worſt of the Heathen, 
who never heard of thoſe things, nor have had this Sa- 
yiour offered to tbem. L | 
II. What has been ſaid, affords matter of reproof to 
thoſe who, inſtead of believing in Chriſt, truſt in them- 
ſelves for ſalvation. It is a common thing with men to 
take it upon themſelyes to purchaſe ſalvation for them- 
ſelves, and ſo to do that great work which Chriſt came 
into the world to do. Are there none. ſuch here who 
truſt in their prayers, and their good converſations, 
and the pains they take in religion, and the reforma · 
tion of their lives, and in their ſelf · denial, to recom- 
mend them to God, to make ſome atonement for their 
paſt ſins, and to draw the heart of God to them? 
g er three. things ts 
J. How great a ching that is whick you take upon 
e Fou. 
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| . {Fes take upon you to do the work of the great 


our of the world. Lou truſt in your own, doings 
to appeaſe God for your ſins, and to incline the heart 
of God to you. Though you are poor, worthleſs, vile, 


polluted worms of the duſt ; yet ſo arrogant are you, 
that you take upon you that very work, that the only 


begotten Son of God did when upon carth, and that he 
became man to capacitate himſelf for, and in order to 


which God ſpent four thouſand years in all the great 
diiſpenſations of his providence in the government of 


the world, aiming chiefly at this, to make way for 
Chriſt's coming to do this work. This is the work that 
you take upon yourſelf, and. fooliſhly, think yourſelf 
ufficient for it; as though your prayers, and other 


performances, were excellent enough for this purpoſe. 


Conſider how vain is the thought which you entertain 
of yourſelf. How muſt ſuch arrogance appear in the 
ſight of Chriſt, whom it coſt ſo much to make a pur. 
chaſe of ſalvation, when it was not to be obtained even 


by him, ſo great and glorious a perſon, at a cheaper rate 


than his wading through a ſea of blood, and paſſing 
through the midſt of the furnace of God's wrath. And 
how vain muſt your arrogance appear in the fight of 
God, when he ſees you imagining yourſelf ſufficient, 
and your worthleſs, polluted performances excellent 
enough for the accompliſhing of that 'work of his own 
Son, to prepare the way for which he was employed in 


ordering all the great affairs of the world for ſo many 


ages! . s | 

2 If there be ground for you to truſt, as you do, in 
your own righteouſneſs, then all that Chriſt did to pur- 
chaſe ſalvation when on earth, and. all that God did 
from the firſt fall of man to that time to prepare the 
way for it, is in vain. Your ſelf- righteouſneſs charges 
God with the greateſt folly, as though he has done all 


things in vain, even 10 much in vain, that he has done 
all this to bring about an accompliſhment of that which 


you alone, a. little worm, with your poor polluted 
prayers, andthe little. pains you take in religion, min- 
gled with all that hypocriſy and filthineſs, are ſufficient 


to accompliſh for yourſelt without Chriſt's help. For 
if you can appeaſe God's anger, and can - commend 


yourſelf to God by theſe means, then you 2 
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aced- of Chriſt 3 but he is dead in vain :- Gal. il. at, 


« If righteouſneſs come by the law, then Chriſt is dead 


in vain,” -. | Wert, | : 

If you can do this by your prayers and good works, 
Chriſt might have ſpared his pains ; he might have ſpa- 
red his blood; he might have kept within the boſom: of 
his Father, without coming down into this evil world to 
be deſpiſed, - reproached, and perſecuted to death; and 
God needed not have buſied himſelf, as he did for four 
thouſand years together, cauſing ſo many changes in the 


by 


ſtate of the world all that while, in order to the bring- - 


ing about that which yon, as little as you are, can ac- 
compliſh in a few days, only with the trouble of a few 
ſighs, and groans, and prayers, and ſome other re- 
ligious performances. nſider with yourſelf what 
greater folly could you have deviſed to charge upon 
God than this, to do all thoſe thin before and after 


Chriſt came into the world ſo needleſsly; when, inſtead 


of all this, he might only have called you forth, and 
committed the. buſineſs to you, which you think you 
can do ſo eaſily. | 4/232 v8 

Alas !-how” blind are natural men | how ſottiſh are 
the thoughts they have of things! and <ipecially how 
vain are the . which they have of themſelves! 
How ignorant of their own littleneſs and pollution | 
How do they exalt themſelves up to heaven! What 
great things do they aſſume to themſelyes BY 

3. You that truſt to your own righteouſneſs, arro- 
gate to yourſelves the honour of the greateſt thing that 


ever God himſelf did ; nat only as if you were ſufficient 
to perform divine works, and to accompliſh ſome of 


the great works of God; but ſuch is your pride and 
vanity, that you are not content without taking upon 


you to do the very-greateſt work that ever himſelf | 


wrought, even the work of redemption. Lou fee by 
what. has been ſaid, how God has ſubordinated all his 
other works to this work of redemption. You ſee how 
God's works of providence are greater. than his works 
of creation, and that all God's works of providence, 
from the beginning of the generations of men, were in 
order to this, to make way for the purchaſing of re- 
demption. But this is what you take upon. yourſelf, 
To take on yourſelf. to you out redemption, is a 


greater 


ws A MHS TOY „ Pericd 1; 

eater thing than if you had taken it upon you to 
: 26008 a world. Confider with what rote 
you a poor worm would make, if you ſhould ſeriouſly 
$4 © won to create ſych a world as God did, ſhould 

Fwell in your own conceit of yourſelf, ſnould deck 
yourſelf with majeſty, pretend to ſpeak; the word of 
power, and call an unirerſe out of nothing, intending 


ro go on in order, and fay, Let there be light; Let 


there be a firmament,“ &c. But then conſider, that 
in attempting io work out redemption yourſelf, you at- 
tempt a greater thing than this, and are ſerious in it, 
and will not be beat off from it 4 but ſtrive in it, and 


are full of the thought of yourſelf that you are ſuffi. 


ing it. "= . a b 
Tou take upon you to do the very greateſt and moſt 
difficult part of 5777 work, 'viz. to Purchase redemp- 


cient for it, and always big with hopes of accompliſh; 


tion. "Chriſt can accompliſh other parts of this work 


without coſt, without any trouble and difficulty : but 
this part eoſt Him his life, as well as innumerable paing 


and labours, with very great ignominy and con 


befides. Yet” this is that part which ſelf-rightcous per- 
ſons go about to accompliſh for themſelves. If all the 
_ WKhgels in heaven had been ſufficient for this work, 
would God have ſet himſelf to effect ſych things as 
Re did in order to it; before he ſent his Son into the 
world ? and would he ever have ſent his own Son, the 
great Creator and God of the angels, into the world, 
o have done and ſuffered ſuch things? \} h 
What felf-righteous perſons take to themſelves, is the 
ſame work that Chriſt was engaged in when he was in 
| his agony and bloody ſweat, and when he died on the 
croſs, Which was che greateſt thing that ever the eyes 
of angels beheld. This, as as it is, they imaging 
they can do the ſame that iſt accompliſhed by it, 
Their ſelf-righteouſneſs does in effect charge Chriſt's 
offering up himſelf in theſe ſufferings, as the greateſt in- 
ſtance of folly that ever men or angels ſaw, inſtead of 
being the moſt glorious diſplay of the divine wiſdom 
and grace that ever was ſeen. Yea, ſelf-righteoufnek 
makes all that Chriſt did through the whole courſe of 


 kis life, and all that he ſaid and ſuffered through that 


Whole vime, an bis earnarion itſelf, aud wor only 
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but all that God had been doing in the great diſpenſa- 
tions of his providence from the beginning of the 
world to that time, as all nothing, but a ſcene of the 
moſt wild, and extreme, and tranſcendent folly. © 
Is it any wonder, then, that a ſelf · righteous ſpirit is ſo 
repreſented in ſcripture, and ſpoken of, as that which 
js moſt fatal to the ſouls of men? And is it any won- 
der, that Chriſt is repreſented in ſcripture as being fo + 
provoked with the Phariſees and others, who truſted in 
themſelves that they were righteous, and were proud of 
their goodneſs, and thought that their on performs 
ances were a valuable price of God's favour and love? 
Let perſons hente be warned againſt a ſelf · righteous ſpis 
rit. You chat are ſeeking your ſalvation, and taking pains 
in religion; take heed to yourſelves that you do not truſt 
in what you do; that you do not harbour any ſuch 
thoughts ; that God now, ſeeing how much you are re- 
formed; how you take pains in religion, and how you are 
ſometimes affected, will be pacificd towards you with re- 
ſpect to your fins, and on account of it will not be ſo an- 
gry for your former ſins; and that you ſhall gain on him 
by duch things, and draw his heart to ſnow you mercy z 
dr at leaſt that God oughr to accept of hat you do, ſo 
as to be inclined by it in ſome meaſure to forgive you, 
and have mercy on you. If you entertain this 3 0 
that God is obliged to do it, and does not act juſtly if 
he refuſe to regard your prayers and pains, and ſo 
quarrel with God, and complain of him for not do- 
ing, chis ſhows what your opinion is of your own righ- 
tcouſneſs, viz. that it is a valuable price of ſalvation, 
and ought to be accepted of God as fuch. Such com- 
plaining ot God, and quarrelling with him,; for not ta- 
king more notice of your rightepuſneſs, plainly ſhows. 
that you are guilty of all that arrogance that has been 
ſpoken of, thinking yourſelf ſufficient to offer the price 
of your own ſalvation.  - Fir $4 34487 OE, 
. What has been ſaid on this ſubject, affords mat - 
ter of reproof to thoſe who careleſsly neglett the ſalva- 
tion of Chriſt 3. ſuch as live a ſenſeleſs kind of life; ne- 
glecting the buſineſs of religion and their own ſouls for 
the preſent, not taking any courſe to get an intereſt in 


Chriſt, or what he has done and ſuffered, or a part 


3 | 
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in that glorious ſalvation he has purchaſed by that 
price, but rather have their minds taken up about the 
gains of the world, ar about the vanities and pleaſures 
of youth, and ſo make light of what they hear from 
time to time of Chriſt's ſalvation, that they do not at 
preſent ſo much as ſeck after it. Let me here appl 
myſelf to you in ſome expoſtulatory interrogations. 
1. Shall ſo many prop s, and kings, and righteous 
men, have their minds ſo much taken up with the pro- 
ſpect, that the purchaſe of ſalvation was to be wrought 
out in ages long after their death; and will you ne- 
glect it when actually accompliſhed ? Nou have heard 
what great accbunt the church in all ages made of the 
future redemption of Chriſt; how joyfully they ex- 
8 it, how they ſpoke of it, how they ſtudied and 
Tearched into theſe things, how they ſung joy ful ſongs, 
and had their hearts greatly engaged about it, and yet 
never expected to ſee it done, and did not expect that 
it would be accompliſhed till many ages after their 
death, 1 Pet. i. 10. 1112. How much did Iſaiah and 
Daniel, and other prophets, ſpeak concerning this re- 
demption.} And how much were their hearts engaged, 
and their attention and ſtudy fixed upon it! How was 
David's mind taken up in this ſubject! He declared 
that it was all his ſalvation, and all his deſire; 2 Sam. 
XXIili. 5. How did he employ his voice and harp in ce- 
lebrating it, and the glorious; diſplay of divine grace 
therein exhibited ! and all this although they beheld it 
not as yet accomplithed, but ſaw that it was to be 
brought to paſs ſo long a time after their day. And 
before this, how did Abraham and the other patriarchs 
rejoice in the proſpett of Chriſt's day, and the redemp- 
tion which he was to, purchaſe! And even the ſaints 
before the flood were affected and elated in the expec- 
tation of this glorious event, though it was then ſo long 
future, and it was ſo very faintly and obſcurely reveal- 
$620 em; EG are ks „„ 
Nov theſe things are declared to you as actually ful 
filled. The church now has ſeen accompliſhed all thok 
great things which they ſo joyfully propheſied of; and 
you are abundantly ſhown how thoſe things were ac- 
compliſhed: Matth. xiii. 17. © Verily 1 fay unto you, 
„% that many prophets and. righteous men have dares 
; | de 


% 


him the means of ſafety. Ar 


/ 


« to ſee thoſe things which ye ſee, and have not ſeen j 


«.and to hear thoſe things which ye hear, and have 


1% not heard them.” And yet, when theſe things are 
thus abundantly ſet before you as already  accompliſh- 
ed, how do 
make of them! Ho little are they taken notice of 


by you | How unconcerned are you about them, fol- 


lowing other things, and not ſo much as feeling any 
intereſt 'in them ! Indeed your ſin is extremely aggra- 


vated in the fight of God. God has put you under 


great advantages for your eternal ſalvation, far greater 
than thoſe ſaints of old enjoyed. He has put you un- 
der a more glotious diſpenſation; has given you a more 


clear revelation of Chriſt and his ſalvation; and yet you 


neglect all theſe advantages, and go on in a carelefs 
ſuch propoſals and offers had been made you. 


2. Have the angels been ſo engaged about this ſal- 


vation which is by Chriſt ever ſince the fall of man, 
though they are not immediately concerned in it, and 
will you who need it, and have it offered to you, be ſo 


careleſs about it? Lou have heard how the angels at 
firſt were ſubjected to Chriſt as mediator, and how they 


have all along been miniſtering + ſpirits to him in 


affair. In all the great diſpenſations which you have 


heard of from the beginning of the world, they have 
been active and as a flame of fire in this affair, being 
moſt diligently employed as miniſtering ſpirits to mini- 
ſter to Chriſt in this great affair of man's redemption. 
And when Chrift came, how. engaged were their mind! 


They came to Zacharias, to inform him of the coming 
of Chriſt's forerunner: They 


oame to the Virgin Mary, 
to inform her of the approaching birth of Chriſt: They 


threatened the new- born Savi 
engaged at the time of theabirth of Chriſt !' The whole 


_ multitude of the heavenly hoſts ſang praiſes upon the 


occaſion, ſaying, * Glory to God in the higheſt, and 
* on earth ae and good will towards men.“ 


after wards, time to time, they miniſtered to Chrift 


when on earth; they did fo at the time of his temptation, 
agony in the. garden, at his reſurrec- 


at the time of his 
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you ſlight them! How light do you 


courſe of life, as though nothing had been done, no 


tame to Joſeph, to warn him of the danger which 
r, and to point out to 
how were their minds 


And 


tion, and at his aſcenſion, All theſe things ſhow, that 


they 


an ne this airy g ey the Foul 
ture informs us, that they pry into theſc things ; 1 Pet, 
F, 11 wr Ihe yn 19 
are repre in ve as bes 
ing employed * —— in ſinging praiſes to him that 
© firteth on che throne, and to the Lamb! Now, hall 
ttheſe take ſn; much notice of this redemption, and of 
the purchaſer, who need it not for themſclves, and 
have no immediate concern or intereſt in it, or offer 
of it; and will you, to whom it is offered, 44 da 8 
in ee eee „ 
tice of it | 
3. Was it worth the while for Cheif, to labour: ſo 
band, and do and ſuffer ſo much to procure this ſalva- 
tion, and is it not worth the while for yo to be at ſome 
labour in ſeeking it? Was it a thing of ſo great im- 
portance, that ſalvation ſhould be procured for fingers, 
as that it was worthy to lie with ach weight on. the 
—— of Chriſt, as to induce him to become man; and 
to ſuffer ſuch contempt and labour, and even death it- 
ſelf, in order to procure it, though he ſtood in need of 
nothing, though he was like to gain to addition to 
his — happineſs, n pn — get nothing by 
thoſe that he — though he did not need them; was 
it of ſuch importance that ſinners ſhould be ſaved, that 


be might properly be induced to ſubmit to ſuch humi- 


lation and ſuffering ;-and yet is it not worth the while 
for you, who are one of thoſe miſcrable ſinners that 
need this ſalvation, and muſt periſh eternally, wichout 
it, to take earneſt pains to obtain an a it after 

it is procured, and all things are ready? | 
4. Shall the great God be ſo ee about this 
ſalvation, as ſo often to overturn the world to make 
way for it; and when all is done, is it not worth your 
ſeeking after? How has the Lord of heaven and earth 
deen as it were ged about this affair! What great, 
wWhhat wonderful things has he done from one age to ans 
other, removing kings, and ſetting up kings, raiſing up 

a great number of prophets, ſeparating a diſtinct nation 
from the reſt of the world, overturning one nation and 
kingdom, and another, and often overturning the ftate 
of the world; and ſo has continued bringing about one 
. ——_ W e CEE asl 3 


o 


9 SEE 


* > 


LFI 


E86 8 


KE 4883336 REES 


„ ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect fo 
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in ſuceeſſion, to make way for the procuring of this 
ſalvation! And whety he has done all; and when, at 
the cloſe of theſe ages, the great Saviour comes, and, 
becoming incarnate, and g through a long ſeries 
of reproach and ſuffering, and then ing all the 
waves and billows of God's wrath for mens fins, inſo- 
much that they overwhelmed his foul ; after all theie 
things done to procure ſalvation for finners, is it not 
worthy of your taking ſo much notice of, or being ſo 
much concerned about, though you are thoſe / 
who need this ſalvation, but that it ſhould be thrown 
by; and made nothing of, in compariſon of ' worldly - 
gain, or gay cloathing, or youthful diverfions,/ and o- 
ther ſuch triflipg things? en 2554 6 
Ol that you who oC of this ſalvation, 
would conſider what you do! at yow have heard 
from this ſubject, may ſhow you what x 'there is in 
that exclamation of the Apoſtle,” Heb. ii. 3. How | 
at falvation ?” 
and in that, Acts xiii. 41. “ Behold, ye deſpiſers, and 
* wonder, and periſh: for I work a work in your 
« days, a work which you thall in no wiſe believe, 
« though a man declare it unto you.” God looks on 
ſuch as you as great enemies of the croſs of Chriſt, and 
adverſaries and deſpiſers of all the glory of this great 


- 


work. And if God has made ſuch account of the glo- 


ry of ſalvation as to deſtroy many nations, and ſo often 
overturn all nations, to 2 3 — the way for the glory 
of his 8on in this affair; how little account will he make 


of the lives and ſouls of ten thouſand ſuch oppoſers 


and deſpiſers as you that continue impenitent, in com- | 
pariſon of that glory when he ſhall hereafter eome and 
find that your welfare ſtands in the way of chat glory? 
Why ſurely you ſhall be daſhed ＋ as @'potter's 
1 a 
may, th wo by „ i with 
hardened- careleſs. finners for a while; but he will not 
long bear with ſuch deſpiſers of his dear Son, and his 
great ſalvation, the glory of which he has had fo much 
at heart, before he will utterly conſume without reme- 
ur naa e Fn fag 2,973 55.29 "SER + 
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vation. To all ſuch as are not careleſs and negligent, 
but da make ſeeking an intereſt in Chriſt their main 


therefore there is ſuch a 


- — — — — — — 


Arate all that Chriſt did and ſuffered while on earth; 


| 


Period It, 
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Sz. 


ment 


to burdened ſouls to put their truſt in Chriſt tor. ſal- 


buſineſs, being ſenſible in ſome meaſure of their neceſ- 
ſity of an intereſt in Chriſt, being afraid of the wrath 


to come; to ſuch what has been ſaid on this ſubjeR 
. holds forth great matter of encouragement, to come and 
venture their, ſouls on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: and ag 


motives proper to excite you ſo to do, let me lead you 
to conſider two things in particulaa. 
1. The completengſs df, the purchaſe which has been» 
made. As you have heard, this work of purchaſing 
ſalvation was wholly finiſhed during the time of Chriſt's 


humilistion. When Chriſt roſe from the dead, and 


was exalted from that abaſement to which he ſubmitted 
for our ſalvation, the purehaſe of eternal life was com- 


pletely made, ſo that there was no need of any thing 


more to be done in order to it. But now the ſervants 


were ſent forth with the meſſage which we have account 


dinner: my oxen and my fattlings are killed, and all 
things are ready: come unto the marriage,” There- 


fore all things being ready, are your ſins many and 
great? Here is enough done by Chriſt to procure their 


pardon: There is no need of any righteouſneſs. of yours 
to obtain your pardon. and | juſtification : no, you may 
.come freely, without copay and without price. Since 

ree and gracious invitation 
given you, come; come naked as you are; come as a 


poor condemned criminal; come and caſt yourſelf down 
at Chriſt's feet, as one juſtly condemned, and utterly 

helpleſs. in yourſelf. Here is a complete ſalvation 
wrought out, by Chriſt; and through him offered to 


vou. Come, therefore, accept of it, and be ſaved. 


2. For Chriſt to reject one that thus comes to him, 
would be to fruſtrate all thoſe great things which you 


have lieard that God brought to paſs from the fall af 
man to the incarnation of Chriſt. It would alſo fru- 


yea 


pr. 2. che Work of REDEMPTION. | arp 
yea, it would fruſtrate the incarnation of Chriſt itſelf, 


and all the great ing done in. preparation for his in« 
carnation.z for all'theſe things were for that end, that 
thoſe might be ſaved who ſhould come to Chriſt. 


Therefore you may be ſure Chriſt will not be backward 


in ſaving thoſe who come to him, and truſt in him: for 
he has no defire to fruſtrate himſelf in his own work z 
it coſt him too dear for that. Neither will God the 


Father refuſe you; for he has no deſire to fruſtrate 
himſelf in all that he did for ſo many hundreds and 
thouſands of years, to prepare the way for the falva- + 


tion of ſinners by Chriſt, Come, therefore, hearken 
to the ſweet and earneſt calls of Chriſt to your ſoul: 


Do as he invites, and as he commands you, Matth. xi. 
28. 29. 30% ©* Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are 


e heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. Take my yoke 
* upon you, and learn of me; and ye ſhall find reſt 
* unto your ſouls. For my yoke is cafy, and my burden 
is light,” » a FEA | we# 3 | S424 
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how the work of redemption was carried on through 
the, two firſt of the three periods into which we di. 
vided the. whole ſpace of time from the fall to the end 
of the world; and we are now come to 
The third and laſt period, beginning with Chriſt's 
keſurrection, and reaching to the end of the world 
and would now ſhow how this work was aſs carried 


is through this period, from this 


” ProtosttiON, That the ſpace of time From the 
end of Chriſt's humiliation to. the end of the world 


is all taken up in bringing about the reat om or 
© ſucceſs of Chriſt's FINS... | 4 


7 diſcotirſing on this fubject, we have teddy ſhown 


Not but that there were great fff and glorious 
ſucceſs of Chriſt's purchaſe of redemption before, even 
from the beginning of the generations of men. But all 
that ſucceſs of Chriſt's 2 which was before, 
was only a and was by way of anticipation, 
as ſome fruits are gathered before the harveſt. 
There was no more ſucceſs before Chriſt came than 
7 ”_ needful ro prepare the way for his coming. 

r time of the ſucceſs or effect of Chriſt's pur- 
1 f redemption i the purchaſe has been 
made, as the proper time for the world to enjoy the 
licht of the ſun is the day - time, after the ſun is riſen, 
tho” we may have ſomę ſmall matter of it reflected from 
the moon and planets before. And even the ſucceſs of 
Chriſt's redemption while he himſelf was on earth, 
was very {mall in compariſon of what it was after the 
concluſton of his humiliation. 

But Chriſt having finiſhed that teſt and moſt dif- 
ficult of all works, the work of the purchaſe of re- 
demption, now is come the time for obtaining the end 
of it, the glorious effect of it. This is the next work 
. be goes about. Having gone through the whole 1 
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of his ſufferings and humiliation, there is an end to all 
things of that nature: he is never to ſuffer any more: 
But now is the time for him to obtain the joy that was 
ſet before him. Having made his ſoul an offering for 
fin, now is the time for him to ſee his ſeed; and to have 
a portion divided to him with the great, and to divide 
the ſpoil with the ſtrong. 4 K tet? 
One deſign of Chriſt in what he did in, his humilia- 
tion, was to lay a foundation for the overthrow of Sa- 
tan's kingdom; and now is come the time to effect it, 
as Chriſt, a little before his crucifixion, ſaid, John xii. 
31.“ Now is the judgement of this world; now of 
the prince of this world be caſt out,” Another de- 
ſign was, to gather together in one all things in Chriſt. 
Now is come the time for this alſo : John xii. 32. 
« And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me; 
which is — to Jacob's prophecy of Chriſt, that 
« when Shilab ſhould come, to him ſhould the gather- 
« ing of the people be,” Gen. xlix. 10. Another de- 
ſign is the ſalvation of the elect. Now when his ſuf- 
ferings are finiſhed, and his humiliation is perfected, 
the time is come for that alſo: Heb. v. 8. 9. Though 
he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things 
* which he ſuffered: and being made perfect, he became 
the author of eternal ſalvation unto all them that obey 
% him.” Another defign was, to accompliſh by theſe 
things great glory to the perſons of the Trinity. Now 
alſo is come the time for that: John xvii. 1. Father, 
the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son alſo 
% may glorify thee,” Another deſign was the glory of 
the ſaints. Now is the time alſo for this: John xvii. 


2. „ As thou baſt given him power over all fleſh, that 


he ſhould give eternal life to as many as thou haſt 
* given him.” And all the diſpenſations of God's pro- 
vidence henceforward, even to the final conſummation 
of all things, are tb give Chriſt his reward, and fulfil 
his end in what he did and ſuffered upon carth, and to 
fulfil the joy that was ſet before him. 
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| INTRODUCTION. 
VD Eronx I enter on the conſideration of any parties | 
| lar things accompliſhed in this period, I would 
_ briefly obſerve. ſome things in general concerning it; 
and particularly how the times of this period are re- 
preſented in ſcripture. NS: | 
I. The times of this period, for the moſt part, are 
thoſe which in the Old Teftament are called the latter 
days We often, in the prophets of the Old Teſta . 
ment, read of ſuch and ſuch things that ſhould come 
to pals in the latter days, and ſometimes in the laſt days. 
Now theſe expreſſions of the prophets are moſt com- 
monly to be underſtood of the times of the period that 
we are now upon. They are called the latter days, and 
the laſt days ; becauſe this is the laſt period of the ſeries 
of God's providences on earth, the laſt period of that 
great work of providence, the work of redemption; 
which is as it were the ſum of God's works of provi- 
dence, the time wherein the church is under the laſt 
diſpenſation of the covenant of grace that ever it will 
be under on earth. ved TE Ba 
II. The whole time of this period is ſometimes in ſcrip- 
ture called the end of the world," as, 1 Cor. x. 11. Now 
all theſe things happened unto them for enſamples: 
and they are written for our admonition, upon whom 
e the ends of the world are come.” And the Apoſtle, 
Heb. ix. 26. in this expreſſion of the end of the world, 
means the whole of the, goſpel-day, from the birth of 
Chriſt to the finiſhing of the day of judgement; © But 
now once in the end of the world, hath he apptar- 
% ed, to put away fin by the ſacrifice. of himſelf,” 
This ſpace of time may well be called the end of the 
*warld ; for this whole time is taken up in bringing 
things to their great end and iſſue, to that great iſſue 
that God had been proparing the way for, in all the 
great diſpenſations of providente, from the firſt fall of 
man to this time. Before, things were in a kind of 
.preparatory ſtate ; but now they arc in a finiſhing ſtate. 
LE the winding up of ings which is all this while 
_ accomplithing.” An end is now brought to the former 
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carnal ſtate of things, which by degrees vaniſhes, and 
a ſpiritual ſtate begins to be eſtabliſhed, and to be eſta- 
bliihed more and more. Firſt, an end is brought to 
the former ſtate of the church, which may be called its 
worldly ſtate, the ftate wherein it was ſubje& to carnal 
ordinances, and the rudiments of the world : and then 

an end is brought to the Jewiſh ſtate, in the deſtruction 
of their city and country: and then, after that, an 
end i is brought to the old Heathen empire in Conſtan- 
tine's time; which is another and further degree of the 
winding up and finiſhing of the world: and the next 
ſtep is the finiſhin —— of Satan? s viſible kingdom in the 
world, upon Lof Antichriſt, and the calling of 
the Jenn! N laſt will come che deſtruction of the 
outward frame of the world itſelf, at the concluſion of 
the day of judgement. But the world is all chis while 
as it were a- finiſhing, though it comes to an end by ſe- 
veral ſteps and degrees. Heaven and earth began to 
ſhake, in order to a diſſolution, according to the pro- 
phecy of Haggai, before Chriſt came, that fo only 
thoſe things that cannot be ſhaken may remain, i. e. 
that thoſe things that are to come to an end may come 
to an end, and that only thoſe things may remain which 

are to remain to all eternity. 

"i in the firſt place, the carnal. ordinadees of the 
Jewiſh worſhip came to an end, to make way for the 
eſtabliſhment of that ſpiritual worſhip, the worſhip of 
the heart, which is to endure to all eternity: John iv. 
21. © Jeſus ſaith unto the woman, Believe me, the 
% hour cometh, when ye ſhall neither in this moun- 


Fain, nor yet at Jeruſalem, worſhip the Father.“ 


Verſ. 23. But the hour cometh, and now is, when 
* the true worſhippers ſhall worthip the Father in ſpi- 
* rit and in truth: for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to wor- 

* ſhip him.” This is one inſtance of the temporary 
world's coming to an end, and the eternal world's be - 
ginning. And then, after that, the outward temple, 
and the outward city Jeruſalem, came to an end, to 
give youe to the 8 up of the ſpiritual temple and 
the ſpiritual city, which are to laſt to eternity; which 
is another inſtance of removing thoſe things which are 


ready to vaniſh away, that thoſe 8 cannot 
be ſhaken may x remain. And then, 


| that, the old 
; Heathen 
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Heatheri empire comes to an end, to make way for the 
empire of Chriſt, which ſhall laft to all eternity; which 
is another ſtep of bringing the temporal world to an 
end, and of the beginning of the world to come, which 
is an-ecernal world. Andi after that, upon the fall of 
Antichriſt,” an end is put to Satan's viſible kingdom on 
earth, to eſtabliſh Chriſt's kingdom, which is an etex- 
nal kingdom; as the prophet Daniel ſays, chap. vii. 27. 
„And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatneſs of 
„, the kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall be given 
** to" the people of the ſaints of the Moſt High, whoſe 
« kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and all domi. 
« nions ſhall ſerve and obey him;“ which is another 
inſtance of the ending of the temporary world, and 2 
beginning of the eternal one. And then, laſtly, the 
pe ſp monte this corruptible world ſhall come to an 
to make way for the church to 'dwell in another 
dwelling- place, which. ſhall laſt to eternity; ch 
_ the laſt inſtance of the ſame thing. 

Becauſe the world is thus coming to any end by va- 
rious ſteps and degrees, the Apoſtle perhaps uſes this 
expreſſion, that the ends of the world are come on us; 
not the end, but the ends, of the plural number, as 
2 gh che world has ſeveral endings one aßber ang- 

. 
The diſpenſation is the laſt ftate of things t 
the world; and this ftate is a finiſhing ſtate : it is all 
ſpent in finiſhing things off which before had been 
preparing, or aboliſung chings which before had 
ſtood, It is all ſpent as it were in ſumming things up, 


and bringing chem to their iſſues, and their proper ful · 


filment. Now all the old types are fulfilled; and all the 
prophecies of all the —5 from the begianiag 4 « 

the world ſhall be 222 in this period. 
III. That ſtate of things which is attained in 5 
Une of this period is called a n heaven and à neu 
earth: I. Ixv. 17. 18. „For behold, I create new 
„„ heavens, and a new earth: and the former ſhall not 
& be remembered, nor come into mind. But be you 
_ «« glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create: for 
„ behold, T create Jeruſalem a r Joie „ and her peo- 
bene joy.“ And ch. Ixvi. 22. or as the new 
ens — 
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« before me; ſo ſhall your feed and your name re- 
« main.” Bee alſo ch. li. 16, As the former ſtate of 
things, or the old world, by one ftep after another, is 
through this period coming to an end; fo the new ſtate 
of things, or the new world, which is a ſpiritual world, 
is beginning and ſetting up. N | 
The heaven and earth which are corruptible, are 


ſhaking, that the new heavens and new earth, which 


cannot be ſhaken, may be eſtabliſhed and remain. 


In conſequence of each of theſe finiſhings of the old | 
fate of things, there is a new beginning of a new and 


eternal ftate of thipgs. So was that which accompa» 
nied the deſtruction of which was an efta» 
bliſhing of the fpiritual Jeruſalem, inſtead of the 
$0 with reſpect to the deſtruction of the old Heathen 
empire, and all the other endings of the old ſtate of 
things, till at length the very outward frame of the old 


world itſelf ſhall come to an end; and the church ſhall | 


dwell in a world new to it, or to a part of it, e · 
ven heaven, which will be a new habitation; and then 


ſhall the utmoſt be accompliſhed that is meant by the 


new heavens and the new earth. Sce Rev. xxi. 1 


The end of God's creating the world was to prepare | 
the 


1 kingdom for his 8on, (for he is appointed heir of tb 
world), and that he might have the poſſeſſion of it, and 
a kingdom in it, which fhould remain to all eternity. 


80 chat, ſo far forth as the kingdom of Chriſt is ſet up 


in the world, fo far is the world brought to its end, 
and the eternal ſtate of things ſet up. So far are all 
the great changes and „ the ages of the 
world brought to their everlaſting iſſue, and all things 
come to their ultimate period, 80 far are the waters 
of the long channel of divine providence, which has ſo 


many branches, and ſo many windings and turnings, 


emptied out into their proper ocean, which they have 


been ſeeking from the beginning and head of their 


courſe, and ſo are come to heir reſt. 80 far as Chriſt's 
kingdom is eſtabliſhed in the world, ſo far are things 
wound up and ſettled in their everlaſting ſtate, and a 


period put to the courſe of chings in this changeable 
world ; fo far are the firſt heavens and the firſt earth . 


come to an end, and the new: heavens and the new 
* 23 in ft ne earth, 
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earth, the everlaſting heavens and earth, eſtabliſhed 


their room. 
4 bis leads me to 3 Ap 
IV. That the ſtate of things which is 1 by 1 
events of this period, is what is ſo often called the 5 
dom of heaven, or the kingdom of God. We very ofte 
read in the New- Teſtament of the kingdom of . 
John the Baptiſt preached, that the kingdom of hea» 
ven was at hand; 2 ſo did Chriſt, and his diſciples af. 
ter him; referring to ſomething that the Jews in thoſe 
days'e ed, and very much talked: of, which they 
called by that name. They ſeem to have taken their 
expectation and the name chiefly from that prophecy of 
Daniel in Nebuchadnezzar's dream, Dan. ii. 44. And 
*in the days of theſe kings ſhall the God of heaven 
« ſet up a widows” n with that in ure vil 
13. 14. 
No this kingdom * heaven is that evirigelical ſtate 
of things in his church, and in the world, wherein con- 
ſiſts the be ſacceſs of Chriſt's redemption in this period. 
There had been often great kingdoms ſet up Ln 
which were carthly kingdoms ; as the Babyloniſh, the 
Perſian, the Grecian, andthe Roman monarchies. But 
Chriſt came to ſet up the laſt kin e. which is not an 
earthly kingdom, but an heavenly, and fo is the king 
dom of. heaven: John xviii. 36. A My. kingdom is not 
c of this world,” This is the kingdom of which Chriſt 
| ſpeaks, Luke xxii, 29. My-Father hath appointed to 
*,me- a kingdom.” This kingdom 1 don after 
Chriſt's reſurrection, and was accompliſhed in various 
ſteps from that time to the end of che world. Some- 
times by the kingdom of heaven, is meant that ſpiritual 
ſtate of the * which,began ſoon after Chriſt's re- 
ſurrection ; ſometimes that more perfect ſtate of the 
church which-ſhall obtain. after the 'downfall of Anti- 
chriſt ; and ſometimes that glorious and bleſſed ſtate to 
which the church ſhall be received at the day of judge- 
ment: 1 Cor. xv. 50. the apoſtle, ſpeaking of the re- 
ſurrection, ſays, * This 1 ſay, that fleſh and deen can- 
& not inherit the kingdom of God. T 
Under this head I would obſerve ſeveral things parti» 
cularly for the clearer underſtanding of what the ſcrip» 
ture ſays concerning this period. 
I, The — up of kingdom of Chriſt is 


ſtruction of the 
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y acco by four ſ ve great eventa, each of 
Auch is in ſcripture called Chrifs coming in his kingdom. 
The whole ſucceſs of Chriſt's redemption is compre- 
hended in one word, viz. his ſetting up his kingdom. 
This is chiefly done by four great. kr. Soar penſa- - 
tions of providence ; and every — them is repre- 
ſeated i in {cri as Chriſt's coming in his kingdom. 
The firſt is Chriſt's appearing in thoſe wonderful — 
ſations of providence in the apoſtles days, in ſetting up 
his kingdom, and deſtroying the enemies of his king- 
dom, which ended in the deſtruction of. Jeruſalem. 
This ib called Chriſt's coming in his kingdom, Matth. 
wi. 28, „V I ſay unto you, there be ſome ſtand- 
«ing here, which ſhall not taſte of death till they 
* ſee the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” And 
ſo it is repreſented in Matth. xxiv. The ſecond is that 
which was accompliſhed in Conſtantine's time, in the de- 
eathen Roman empire. This is re- 
preſented as Chriſt's coming, and is compared to his 
coming to judgement, in the 6th chapter of Revelation 
at the latter end. The third is that which is to be ac- 
compliſhed at the deſtruction of Antichriſt. This alſo 
is repreſented as Chriſt's coming in his kingdom'in the 
7th chapter of Daniel, and in other places, as I may 
poſſibly ſhow hereafter, when I come to ſpeak. of it. 
The fourth and laſt is his e 


which Oo event N gnified in fcripture by 
Chriſt's. coming in — wa —_— 
t each of the three former of 


2. — 
theſe rs aqua or type of the fourth. and laſt, 


' viz, Chriſt's coming to the final judgement, as the pria- 


cipal diſpenſations of providence before Chriſt's firſt 
coming were! of that firſt coming. As Chriſt's 
laſt coming to jud is accompanied with a reſur- 
rection of the dead, ſo is each of the three fore 

vith a ſpiritual reſurrection. That coming of hail * 
which ended in the deſtruction of — was pre- 
ceded by a glorious ſpirjtual reſurrection of ſouls in the 
calling of the Gentiles, and bringing home ſuch multi- 
udes of ſouls to Chriſt by the preaching of the goſpel. 
80 Chriſt's coming in Conſtantine's time, was accom · 
panied with a glorious ſpiritual reſurrection of the great- 
FI" the — ALA it ta a 


Winds of heaven, ſo were each of the preceding attended 
with a ſpiritual gathering in of the elect. As this ga- 


-/ 


_ Chriſt's coming at the deſtruction of Antichriſt, will be 
attended with a ſpiritual veſurrection of the church of. 


Antichriſt. This is called „ un 


in each of the three foregoing events Chxiſt gl 


angels with a great found of a trumpet, 0; Matth. 


by the miniſters of Chriſt, As there 


74 penſation. The ſecond, which was in Conſtantine“ 
| "church imo fate of. 9 perſecution, and the 


k 
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ter it had been long as it were dead, in the times of 


naoth chapter of Revelation. oj 
ol A; ain, -as Child in he laſt judgerneme will 
himſelf coming in the glory of his be 


manifeſted himſelf in ſending judgements 8 
mies, and in ſhowing grace and favour to his church; 
and as the laſt coming of Chriſt will be attended with a 
-literal gathering together ot the elect from the four 


thering together of the cleft will be effected by God 


-Xxiv.'31,; ſo were each of the preceding ſpiriual ing 
therings effected by the trumpet of the — — 
tee the 
laſt appearance of Chriſt, a time of grea „ee 
and wickedneſs, ſo this has been, or „ll — the 
with each of the other appearances. Before each of 
ere rg of great oppoſition: to the church: be- 
fore the firſt, b — Jews, in their perſecutions that we 
read of in the Yew Teſtament z; before the ſecond, viz, 
in Conſtantine's time, by the Heathen, in ſeveral ſuccel- 
five perſecutions raiſed by the Roman -emperors againſt 
the Chriſtians ; before the third, by Antichriſt ; and be- 
fore. the laſt, by Gog and Magog, as | deſcribed in the 
Revelation. 
Buy each of theſe comingy of C God works a 
glorious deliverance for his church. of chem is 
accompanied with a glorious advancement of the ſtate 
of the church. The firſt, which ended in the deſtruc · 
gion of Jeruſalem, was attended with bringing the 
church into the glorious ſtate of the goſpel, a glorious 
ſtate of the church very much prophefied of old, where. 
by the church was advanced into 2 more glorious cir- 
cumſtances than it was in before under the Jewiſh diſ- 


time, was accompanied with an advancement of the 


countenance 


eee Fabre f 


* 


countenance of eivil authority, and triumph over their 
Heathen perſecutors. The third, which ſhall be at the 
downfall of Antichriſt, will be accompanied with an 
advancement of the church into that ſtate of the glo- 
nous prevalence of truth, liberty, peace, and joy, that 
ve ſo often read of in the prophetical parts of ſcripture. 
The laſt will be attended with the advancement of the 
church to conſummate glory in both ſoul and body in 
heaven. + | | Pk 13+ i 


Zach of theſs comin of Chriſt is accompanied ith 


2 terrible deſtruction of the wicked,” and the enemies e 

the church: the fieft, with the deſtruction of the perſe- 
coating Jews, Which was amazingly terrible ; the ſecond, 
with dreadfubjudgements on the Heathen perſecutors of 
the church, of which more hereafter; the third, with 
the awful deſtruction of Antichriſt, the moſt cruel and 


dirter/enenty that ever the church had; the fourth, with 
divine wrath and vengeance on all the ungodly; . - 


Further, there is in each of theſe comings of - Chriſt 
an ending of the old heavens and the old earth, and a 


of a temporal ſtate of things, and a beginning of an e- 
ternal ſtate. *. F id "4 1075 
3. I would obſerve, that each of thoſe four great diſ 


kingdom, are but ſo many ſteps and degrees of the 
accompliſhment of one event. They are not the ſetting 
* ſo many diſtin& kingdoms of Chriſt; they are 
all of them only ſeveral degrees of the accompliſhment 
of that one event propheſied of, Dan. vii. 13. 14 And 
« I ſaw in the night · viſions, and behold, one like the 
& Son of man, came with the clouds of beaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him 


% near before him. And there was given him dominion, 
« and glory, and a kingdom; that all people, nations, and 


languages, ſhould ſerve him: his dominion is an e- 
*, verlaſting dominion, and his kingdom that which 
** ſhall not be deſtroyed.“ This is what the Jews ex- 
pected; and called the coming of the kingdom of hea» 
ven ;“ and what John the Baptiſt and Chriſt had reſpect 
to, when they ſaid, “ The kingdom of heaven is at 
% hand,” This great event is gradually accompliſhed, 
or is accompliſhed by * Thoſe. four great 


„ * 
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beginning of new heavens and a new earth; or an end 


nſations which are repreſented as Chriſt's coming in 


. 


0 
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events which have been mentioned, were ſeveral ſteps 
towards the accompliſhment of this grand event. | 
When Chriſt came with the preaching of the apoſtles, 
to ſet up his kingdom in the world, which diſpenſation 
ended with, the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, then it was 
accompliſhed in a glorious degree ; when the Heathen 
empire was deſtroyed in Conttantine's time, it was ful- 
filled in a further degree; when ' Antichriſt ſhall be 
deſtroyed, it will be accompliſhed in a yet higher de- 
gree : but when the end of the world is come, then 
will it be accompliſhed in its moſt perfe& degree of all ; 
then it will be finally and completely accompliſhed, 
And becauſe thefe four great events are but images one 
- of another, and the three former but types of. the laſt, 
and fince they are all only ſeveral ſteps-of the accom- 
liſhment of the ſame thing; hence we find them all 
— time to time proph of under one, as they are 
in the prophecies of Daniel, and as they are in the 24th 
chapter of Matthew, where ſome things ſeem more ap- 
plicable to one of them, and others to another, _, 
4. I would obſerve, that as there are ſeveral ſteps of 
the accompliſhment of the kingdom of Chriſt, ſo in 
each one of them the event is accompliſhed in a further 
degree than in the gn; That in the time of Con- 
ſtantine was a greater and further aecompliſhment oi 
the kingdom of Chriſt, than that which ended in the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; that which thall be at the 
fall of Antichriſt, will be a further accompliſhment of 
the ſame thing, than that which took place in the time 
of eee ſo on wh regard to UN ſo that 
the kingdom of Chriſt is gradually prevailing and grow- 
ing by theſe ſeveral pk. ſe of bt fulfilment, from 
teeny in ion, to the end of the 
. woOrid. - 15 . M Hts eee | 
and laſtly, It may be obſerved, that the great pro- 
vidences of God between theſe four great events, are 
to make way for the kingdom and glory of Chriſt in the 
at event following. Thoſe diſpenſations of provi- 
nee which were towards the church of God and the 
world, before the deſtruction of the Heathen empire 
in the time of Conſtantine, ſeem all to have been to 
make way for the glory of Chriſt, and the happineſs of 
the church in that event, And fo the great providen- 
2:2 F59Y | : 4 ces 
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are ſo long in accompli 


of creatures. 
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of God which are after that, till the deſtruſtion of 


Tuuchrid, and the beginning vf the glorious times of 
the church which follow, ſeem àll to be to prepare the 
way for the greater glory of Chriſt and his church in 
2 event; and the 
de after that to the end of the world, ſeem. to be for 
the greater manifeſtation of Chriſts glory at the end of 
the world, and in the conſummation of all things. 

Thus I thought it needful to obſerve thoſe things in 
concerning this laſt 
s providence, before I take notice of the particu- 
lar providentes which the work of redemption is 
on through this in their order : and be- 


viz, Why the ſetting u of Chriſt's kingdom after his 
humiliation, ſhould be ſo 


ſince God could; my 
have finiſhed it at once? 

Though it would be preſumption i in us to pretend to 
declare all the ends of God in this, yet doubtleſs much 
of the wiſdom of God may be ſeen in ic by ue and 
particularly in theſe two things 

1. In this way the 
manner of doing this, is — viſible to the obſervation 
it had been done at once, in an in- 
ſtant, or in a very ſhort time, there would not have been 
ſuch opportunities for creatures to perceive and obſerve 
the particular ſteps of divine wiſdom, as when the work 


is gradually accompliſhed, and one effect of his wiſ- 


dom is held forth to obſervation after another. It is 
wiſ ely determined of God, to accompliſh his great de- 
n by a wonderful and long ſeries of events, that the 

os of his wiſdom may be diſplayed in the whole ſe- 
ries, and that the glory of his perfcdions may be ſeen, 
appearing, as it were, by parts; and in particular fucceſ- 


five manifeſtations :- for if all that glory which appears 
in all theſe events had been manifeſted at once, it would 


have been too much for us, and more: than we at once 
could take notice of; it would have d our ayes 
and overpowered. our ſight, 

2. Satan is more gloriouſly winmphed. Over, 
God could eaſily, by an act of almighty power, at once 
have cruſhed Scan. D giving him time to uſe his 


utmoſt 


providences of God which ſhall 


period. of the ſeries of 


I do: that, I will alſo briefly anſwer to an Inquiry, 
ual, by ſo many ſteps that 


a God's wiſdom, in the 


, 
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utmoſt fubtilty to hinder the ſucceſs of hat Chriſt bad 
done and ſuffered, he is not defeated merely by fur. 
priſe, but has large opportunity to ply his utmoſt powey 
and ſubtilty again and again, to ſtrengthen his own in- 
tereſt all that ke can by the work of man _ Thus 
God deſtroys and confounds him, and p Chriſty 
kingdom time after tirne, in ſpite of all his fable machi- 
nations and great works, and by every ſtep advances it 
ſtilk higher and higher, till at length 4 it is fully ſet uh, 
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of all things. . 


WW now KP [WOT pertiedlay events | 
whereby; from the end of Chriſt's humiliation” to the 
end of the world, the ſucceſs of Chrift's purchaſe has 
been or fhall be accompliſhed. 

1. I would take notice of choſe things whereby Chriſt 
was put into an immediate capaci for rr 
the end of his purchaſe. Fes 7 

2. I would how how he obtained or accompliſhed 
that ſueceſs. ; | 


e A n 1 Wh 5 22 
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Chrift was put into a capacity for accompliſhing the 
end of his purchaſe. And they are two things, viz, his 
reſurrection, and his aſcenſion, As we obſerved before, 
the incarnation of Chriſt was necefſary in order to 
Chriſt's being in a near capacity for the purchaſe of re. 
demprion ; ſo the reſtivrediitn and aſcenſion of Chriſt 
were requifite in order to his accompliſhing the fucceſh 
of his purchaſe. on 
I. His reſurrection. . Tt was neceſſary in order t6 
| Chrides 1 the end and effect of his purchaſe of 
redemption, that he ſhould riſe from the dead. For 
God the Father had committed the whole affair of re · 
demption, not only the purchaſing of it, but the be- 
ſtowing of the bleſſings purchaſed, to his Son, that he 
ſhoutd not only purchaſe” it as prieſt, but actually 8 
it about as king; and that he fhould do this a 
mad. For God ne * would have nothing to - 
. ; wi 


perly purchaſe r 
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But in order that Chriſt might carry on the work of re- 
— and accompliſh the Tacceſs of his on pure 
e as God - man, it was neceſſary that he ſhould be 
alive, and fo that he ſhould riſe from the dead. There- 
fore Chriſt, after he had finiſhed. this purchaſe by death, 
and by continuing for a time under the power of death, 
riſes the dead, to fulfil he end of his purchaſe, 
and himſelf to bring abqut that for which * died : 
for this matter God the Father had committed unto 
him, that he might, as Lord of all, manage all to his 
own purpoſes: iv. 9. For to this end Chriſt 
« both died, and roſe, and revived, that he might 

be Lord both of the dead and of the living.” 


Indeed Chriſt's refurreRion, and ſo his aſcenſion, 


was part of the ſucceſs. of hat Chriſt did and ſuffer- 
ed in his humiliation. For though Chriſt did not pro- 
for himſelf, yet he purcha- 
ſed eternal life and for himſelf, by what he did 
and ſuffered ; and this eternal life and glory was given 
. reward of what he did and ſuffered: Phil. ii. 
8. 9. © He humbled himſelf, and became obedient un- 


« to death, even the death of the croſs. Wherefore + 
50 * —— hath — þ exalted him.“ And it may be 


the ſticeeſs of Chriſt's purchaſe, 
1 that Chriſt did not riſe as a private 
perſon, but as the head of the elect church; ſo that 
they did, as it were, all riſe with him. Chriſt, was ju- 
ſtiſied in his reſurrection, i. e. God acquitted and diſ- 
charged him hereby, as having done and ſuffered e- 
nough for the ſins of all the cleft ; Rom. iv. 25. Who 


.* was delivered for our offences, and raiſed again for 
% our quſtification,” 
of eier nab life, as the head of the hack, as a ſure ear- 


And God put him in poſſeſſion 
neſt that they ſhould follow. For when Chriſt roſe. 
from the dead, that was the beginning of eternal life in 
him. - His life before his death — a 
temporal life; but his life after his reſurrection was an 
eternal life: Rom. vi. 9. Knowing that Chriſt being 
* raiſed from the dead, dieth no more; death hath no 
* more dominion over him.“ Rev. i. 18. I am he 


e that liveth; and was dead; and behold, I am alive for 
& eyermore, . Amen.“ But he was put io — 


. 
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of this eternal life, as the head of the body; and took 
poſſeflion' of it, not barges enjoy himſelf, but to beſtow 
on all who believe in him: fo that the whole church, 
as it were, riſes in him. And now he who lately ſuf. 
fered ſo much, after this is to ſuffer no more for ever, 
but to enter into eternal glory. God the Father nei 
ther expects nor deſires any more ſuffering. 
This reſurrection of Chriſt is the moſt joyful event 
that ever came to paſs; becauſe hereby Chriſt reſted 
from the great and difficult work of purchaſing-re, 
demption, and received /God's teſtimony, that it was fi- 
niſhed. The death of Chriſt was the greateſt and moſt 
wonderful event that ever came to paſs 3 but that haz 
a great deal in it that is ſorrowful. But by the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, that ſorrow is turned into joy. The 
head of the whole church, in that great event, en- 
ters. on the efion of eternal life; and the whole 
church is, as it were, © begotten again to a lively hope,” 
1 Pet; i. 3. Weeping had continued for a night, but 
now joy cometh in the morning, the moſt joyful 


morning that ever was. This is the day of the reign- 


ing of the head of the church, and all the church 
reigns with him This is ſpoken of as a day which was 
worthy to be commemorated with the greateſt joy of all 
= : Pal. cxviii. 24. This is the day which the Lord 
% hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.” And 
therefore this above all other days is appointed for the 
day of the church's ſpiritual rejoicing to thei end of the 


world, to be weekly ſanctified, as their day of holy reſt 


and joy, that the church therein may ' reſt and rejoice 
with her head. And as the zd chapter of Genefis is 
the moſt ſorrowful chapter in the Bible 3 ſo thoſe chap · 
ters in the evangeliſts that give an account of the re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, may be looked upon as the moſt 
Joyful chapters in all the Bible: for thoſe rs give 
an account of the finiſhing of the purchaſe of redemp+ 
tion, and the beginning of the of the head of the 
church, as the greateſt ſeal 
glory of all the reſt. 


: 


It is further to be obſerved, that the day of the goſpel 
moſt La begins with the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
— Till 


Chriſt roſe from the dead, the Old- Teſtament 
diſpenſation remained: but now it ceaſes, all being ful- 
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filled that was ſhadowed forth in the ical 8 
of that diſpenſation: ſo that here moſt properly is the 
end of the Old - Teſtament night, and Chriſt riſing from 


the grave with joy and glory, was as the joyful bride- 


groom of the church, as a glorious conqueror to ſub- 
= their enemies under their feet; or was like the ſun 
riſing as it were from under the earth, after a long 
night of darkneſs, arid coming forth as a bridegroom, 
ax xp as, a ſtrong man to run his race, appearing in 
joytul light to enlighten the world. Now that joyful 


and excellent diſpenſation begins, that 2 diſpen- 


ſation, of which the propttets' propheſied ſo much; 
now the goſpel · ſun is riſen in glory, * and with healing 
„ in his wings,” that thoſe who fe 

« go forth, and grow up as calves of the ſtall.” 


H. Chriſt's aſcenſion into heaven. In this I would 
include his fitting at the right hand of God. For 


Chriſt's aſcenfion, and ſitting at the right hand of God, 
can ſcarcely be looked upon as two diftiti&t things: for 
Chriſt's. aſcenſion was nothing elſe, but aſcending to 
God's right hand; it was his coming to fit down at his 
Father's right hand in glory. This was another thing 


whereby Chriſt was put into a capacity for the accom- 
pling the effect of his purchaſe ; as one that comes to 


a deliverer of a people as their king, in order to it, 
and that he may be under the beſt capacity for it, is 
ficſt inſtalled in his throne. We are told, that Chriſt 
was exalted for this end, that he might accompliſh the 
ſucceſs of his redemption ; , Acts v. 31. Him hath 
“ God exalted with his right hand, for to give repent- 
« ance unto Iſrael, and the remiſſion of fins,” _ 

Chriſt's aſcenſion into heaven was, as it were, his ſo- 
lemn enthronization, whereby the Father did ſer him 
upon the throne, and inveſt him with the glory of his 
kingdom which he had purchaſed for himſelf, that he 
might thereby obtain the ſucceſs of his redemption in 
conquering all his enemies: Pſal, cx. 1, * Sit thou 
© at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
© footſtool.” ' Chriſt entered into heaven, in order to 


obtain the ſucceſs of his purchaſe, as the high prieſt of 
old, after he had offered ſacrifice, entered into the 
holy of holies with the blood of the ſacrifice, in or- 


der to obtain the ſucceſs of the ſacrifice whith he had 
offered. See Heb. ix. 12. He entered into heaven, 
N. | Gg | there 
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there to make interceſſion for his people, to plead the 
ſacrifice which he had made in order to the ſucceſs of 
it, Heb. vii. 25. 5 | 3 
And as he aſcended into heaven, God the Father did 
in a viſible manner ſet him on the throne as king of the 
univerſe, He then put the angels all under him, and 
ſubjected heaven and carth under him, that he might 
7 them for the good of the people for whom he 
aad died, Eph i. 20. 21. 22. 9 
And as Chriſt roſe from the dead, fo he aſcended 
into heaven as the head of the body and forerunner of 
all the church; and fo they, as it were, aſcend with 
him, as well as riſe with him: ſo that we are both rai- 
ed up together, and madg to fit together in heavenly 
places in Chriſt, Eph. ii. 6. chord 
The day of Chriſt's aſcenſion into heaven was doubt. 
leſs a jo fall glorious day in heaven. And. as heaven 
Ne Chriſt, God-man, as its king, ſo doubtleſs it 
received a great acceſſion af glory and. happineſs, far 
beyond what it had before. So that the times in both 
parts of the church, both that part which is in heaven, 
and alſo that which is on carth, are become more glo- 
rious ſince Chriſt's humiliation than before. 
So much for thoſe things whereby Chriſt was put in- 
to the beſt capacity for obtaining the ſucceſs of redemp- 


tion. 
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No proceed to ſhow how he accompliſhed this ſuc- 
1 ceſs. And here I would obſerve, that this ſucceſs 
conſiſts in two things, viz. either in grace, or in glory. 
That ſucceſs which conſiſts in the former, is to be ſeen 
in thoſe works of God which are wrought during thoſe 
ages of the church wherein the church is continued 
upder the outward means of grace. That ſucceſs which 
conſiſts in the latter of theſe, viz. glory, has its chief 


1 


accompliſhment at the day of judgement. 
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in the works of God during the time that the Chriſtian 
church continues under the means of grace; which is 
from Chriſt's reſurrection to his appearing in the clouds 
of heaven to judgement; which includes the three for- 
mer of thoſe great events of providence before men- 
tioned, which are. called Chriſt's coming in his kingdom, 


In ſpeaking of this ſucceſs, I would, 


s by which the means of this 
ter Chriſt's reſurrection; and, 
2. Conſider the ſucceſs itſelf, _ - 


1. Mention thoſe nag 


JI. I would confider thoſe diſpenſations of provi- 
dence, by which the means of this ſucceſs were eſta» 
bliſhed after Chriſt's reſurreftion. 
I. The aboliſhing of the Jewiſh diſpenſation, This 
indeed was gradually done, but it began from the time 
of Chriſt's reſurrection, in which the abolition of it is 
founded. This was the firſt thing done towards bring- 
ing the former ſtate of the world to an end. This is 
to be looked upon as the great means of the ſucceſs of 
Chriſt's redemption. For the Jewiſh diſpenſation was 
not fitted for more than one nation : it was not fitted 
for the practice of the world in general, or for a church 
of God dwelling in all parts of the world : nor would 
it have been in any wiſe practicable by them; it would 
have been impoſſible for men living in all parts of the 
world to go to Jeruſalem three times a-year, as was pre- 
ſcribed in that conſtitution, When therefore God had 
a deſign of enlarging his church, as he did after Chriſt's 
reſurrection, it was neceſſary that this diſpenſation 
ſhould be aboliſhed. . If it had been continued, it 
would have been a great block and hinderance to the 
enlargement of the church. And beſides, their cere- 
monial law, by reaſon of its burdenſomeneſs, and great 
peculiarity of ſome of its rites, was as it were a wall of 
artition, and was the ground of enmity between the 
fo and Gentiles, and would have kept the Gentiles 
from complying with the true religion. This wall 
t- zrefore was broken down to make way for the more 
extenſive ſucceſs of the goſpel ; as Eph. ii. 14. 15. 
II. The next thing in order of time ſeems to be the 
appointment of the Chriſtian ſabbath. For though this 


was gradually eftabliſhed in the Chriſtian church, yet 
* Gg2 r 
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thoſe things by which the revelation of God's mind 
and will was made, began on the day of Chriſt's reſur. 
rection, by his appearing then to his diſciples, John 


xx. 19.3 and was afterwards confirmed by his appear- 


ing from time to time on that day rather than any 
other, John xx. 26. and by his ſending down the Ho- 
Ix Spirit ſo remarkably on that day, Accs iis 1. and 
afterwards in directing that public afſemblies and the 
8 worſhip of Chriſtians ſhould be on that day, 
which may be concluded from Acts xx. 7. 1 Cor xvi. 1, 
2, and Rev. i. 10. And ſq the day of the week on 
which Chriſt roſe from the dead, that joyful day, is ap- 
pointed to be the day of the church's holy rejoicing to 
the end of the world, and the day of their ſtated public 
worſhip. And this is a very great and principal means 
of the ſucceſs which the goſpel has had in the world, 


III. The next thing was Chriſt's appointment of 


the goſpel-miniſtry, and commiſſionating and ſending 
. forth his apoſtles 'to teach and baptize all nations, 
Of theſe things we have an account in -Matth, xxviii, 
19. 20. © Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 
« baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
„of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching 
* them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have com- 
% manded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even 
% unto the end of the world. There were three 
things done by this one inſtruction and commiſſion of 
Chriſt to his apoſtles, viz. | 

1. The appointment of the office of the goſpel-mini- 
ſtry. For this commiſſion which Chriſt gives to his a- 
poſtles, in the moſt eſſential parts of it, belongs to all 
miniſters; and the apoſtles, by virtue of it, were mini- 

ſters or elders of the church. 8 «1 — 
2. Here is ſomething peculiar in this commiſſion of 
the apoſtles, viz. to go forth from one nation to an- 
other, 13232 the goſpel in all the world. The a- 
poſtles had ſomething above what belonged to their or- 
dinary character as miniſters; they had an extraordi- 
nary power of teaching and ruling, which extended to 
all the churches; and not only al the churches which 
then were, but all that ſhould be to the end of the 
world by their miniſtry. And ſo the apoſtles were, as 
it were, in fubordination to Chriſt, made foundations of 
the Chriilian church. See Eph. ii. 20, and Rev. A* 14. 
3. Here 
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3. Here is an appointment of Chriſtian baptiſm. This 
ordinance indeed had a beginning before ; John the 
Baptiſt and Chriſt both baptized. But now eſpecially 
by this inſtitution is it eſtabliſhed as an ordinance to be 
vpheld in the Chriſtian church to the end of the world. 
Ahe ordinance of the Lord's ſupper had been eſta- 
bliſhed before, juſt before Chriſt's crucifixion. | 

IV, The next thing to be obſerved, is the enduing 
the apoſtles, and others, with extraordinary and mira- 


- culous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; ſuch as the gift of 


tongues, the gift of healing, of prophecy, &c. - The 
Spirit of God was poured out in great abundance in 
this reſpect ; ſo that not only miniſters, but a very great 


part of the Chriſtians through the world were cndued 


with them, both old and young; not only officers, and 
more honourable perſons, but the meaner ſort of _—_ 
u 


ple, ſervants and handmaids, were commonly endued 
with them, agreeable to Joel's prophecy, Joel ii. 28. 29. 


of which prophecy the mg Peter takes notice, that 
it is — in this 1 Acts ii. 11. 


How wonderful a diſpenſation was this! Under the 


Old Teſtament, but few had ſuch honours put upon 
them by God. Moſes wiſhed that all the Lord's people 
were prophets, Numb. xi. 29. ; whereas Joſhua thought 
it much that Eldad and Medad propheſied, But now 
we ind. the with of Moſes fulfilled. And this conti- 
nued in a very confiderable degree to the end of the a- 
poſtolic age, or the firſt hundred years after the birth 
of Chriſt, which is therefore called the age of miracles. 

This was a great means of the ſucceſs, of the goſpel 
in that'age; and of eſtabliſhing the Chriſtian church in 
all parts of the world; and not only in that age, but in 
all ages to the end of the world : for Chriſtianity being 
by this means eſtabliſhed through ſo great a part of the 
known world by miracles, it was after that more eaſily 
continued by tradition; and then, by means of theſe ex- 
traordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, the apoſtles, and 
others, were enabled to write the New Teſtament, to 
be an infallible rule of faith and manners to the church 
to the end of the world, And furthermore, theſe mi- 
racles ſtand recorded in thoſe writings as a ſtanding 
proof and evidence of the truth of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion to all ages, | . 


V. The 
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V. The next thing I would obſerve is the revealing - 
thoſe glorious doctrines of the goſpel fully and plainly,” 
which had under the Old Teſtament been obſcurely re- | 
vealed. The doctrine of Chriſt's ſatisfaction and righ. 
teouſneſs, his aſcenſion and glory, and the way of fl. 
vation, under the Old Teſtament, were in a great mea - 
ſure hid under the vail of types and ſhadows, and more 
obſcure revelations, as Moſes put a vail on his face to 
hide the ſhining of it : but now the vail of the temple 
is rent from the top to the bottom; and Chriſt, the an, 
tetype of Moſes, ſhines : the ſhining of his face is with- 
out a vailz 2 Cor. ili. 12, 13. & 18. Now theſe glo- 
rious myſterics are p27 revealed, which were in a 
great meaſure kept fecret from the foundation of the 
world, Eph. iti. 3. 4. 5.3 Rom. xvi. 23. According 
« to the revelation of the myſtery which was kept ſe. 
& cret ſince the world began, but now is made mani- 
« feſt;” and, Col. i. 26. © Even the myſtery which 
% hath been hid from ages, and generations, but now is 
% made manifeſt to his ſaints.” 

Thus the Sun of righteouſneſs, after it is riſen from 
under the earth, begins to thine forth clearly, and not 
only by a dim reflection as it did before. Chriſt, be- 
fore his death, revealed many things more clearly than 
ever they had been revealed in the Old Teſtament z but 
the great myſteries of Chriſt's redemption, and recquci- 
liation by his death, and juſtification by his righteoul- 
neſs, were not ſo plainly revealed before Chriſt's reſur- 
rection. Chriſt gave this reaſon for it, that he would 
not put new wine into old bottles; and it was gradually 
done after Chriſt's reſurrection. In all likelihood, Chriſt 
much more clearly inſtructed them perſonally after his 
reſurrection, and before his aſcenſion; as we read that 
he continued with them forty days, ſpeaking of the 
things prong to the kingdom, Acts i. 3.; and 
that * he opened their underſtandings, that they might 
1 underſtand the ſcriptures,” Luke xxiv. 45. But the 
clear revelation of theſe things was principally after the 
pouring out of the Spirit on the day of Pentecoſt, a- 

grecable to Chriſt's promiſe, John xvi. 12. 13, © I 
have yet many things to ſay unto, but ye cannot bear 
e them now. Howbeit, when the Spirit of truth is 
„ come, he ſhall guide you into all truth,” This clear 

revelation 


Part II. 1. the Work of REDEMPTION. - 239 


revelation of the myſteries of the goſpel, as they are 
delivered, we have chiefly through the hands of the 
Apoſtle Paul, by whoſe writings a child may come to 
know more of the doctrines of the goſpel, in many re- 
ſpects, than the greateſt prophets knew under the dark - 
neſs of the Old Teſtament. 07 | 
Thus we ſee how the light of the goſpel, which be- 
gan to dawn immediately after the fall, and gradually 
ew and increaſed through all the ages of the Old Te- 
85 as we obſerved as we went along, is now come 
to the light of perfect day, and the brightneſs of the 
ſun ſhining forth in his unvailed glory. | 
VI. The next thing that I would obſerve, is the ap- 
pointment of the office of deacons in the Chriſtian . 
church, which we have an account of in the 6th chap- 
ter of the Acts, to take care for the outward. ſupply of 
the members of Chriſt's church, and the , exerciſe of 
a Chriſtian virtue of charity. | | 
I. The calling, and qualifying, and ſending the 
Apoſtle Paul, This was begun in bis converſion as he 
was going to Damaſcus, and was one of the greateſt 
means of the ſucceſs of Chriſt's redemption that fol- 
lowed: for this ſucceſs was more by the labours, 
preaching, and writings of this Apoſtle, than all the o- 
ther apoſtles put together. For, as he ſays, 1 Cor. xv, 
10. he © laboured more abundantly than they all;“ ſo 
his ſucceſs was more abundant than that of them all. As 
he was the apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſo it was mainly by his 
miniſtry that the Gentiles were called, and the goſpel 
ſprzad through the world; and our nation, and the o- 
ther nations of Europe, have the goſpel among them 
chiefly through his means; and he was more employed 
by the Holy Ghoſt in revealing the glorious doctrines 
of the goſpel by his writings, for the uſe of the church 
in all ages, than all the other apoſtles taken together. 
VIII. The next thing I would obſerve, is the inſtitu- 
tion of eccleſiaſtical councils, for deciding controver- 
ſies, and ordering the affairs of the church of Chriſt, 
ra we have an account in the 15th chapter of 
_—_— | 
IX. The laſt thing I ſhall' mention under this head, 
is the committing the New Teſtament to writing. This 


was all written after the reſurrection of Chriſt ; and all 


written, 


my” 
\ 


written, either by the apoſtles, or by the evangeliſts 
who were companions of the Bi 4 All the Ner 
Teſtament was written by the apoſtles themſelves, ex- 
cepting what was written by Mark and Luke, viz. the 
golpels of Mark and Luke, and the book of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles. He that wrote the goſpel of Mark, is 
ſuppoſed to be he whoſe mother was Mary, in whoſe 
houſe they were praying for Peter, when he, brought 
out of priſon by the angel, came and knocked at the 
door ; of which we read, Acts xii. 12. And when 
& he had conſidered the thing, he came to the houſe 
„% of Mary the mother of John, whoſe ſirname was 
%% Mark, where many were gathered together, pray- 
« ing.” He was the companion of the apoſtles Barna- 
bas and Saul: Acts xv. 37.“ And Barnabas determi- 
% ned to take with them John, whoſe ſirname was 
« Mark.” He was Barnabas's ſiſter's ſon, and ſeems 
ſometimes to have been a companion of the Apoſtle 
Paul: Col. iv. 10.“ Ariltarchus, my Luar ge 
« faluteth you, and Marcus, ſiſter's ſon to Barnabas; 
* touching whom ye received commandment : if he 
come unto you, receive him.“ The apoſtles ſeem to 
have made great account of him, as appears by thoſe 
places, and alſo by Acts xii. 23. And Barnabas and 
« Saul returned from Jeruſalem, and took with them 
% John, whoſe firname was Mark;“ and Acts xiii. 5. 
% And when they were at Salamis, they preached the 
word of God in the ſynagogues of the Jews; and 
de they had alſo John to their miniſter ;” and, 2 Tim. 
iv. 11. Only Luke is with me: take Mark and bring 
« him with thee; for he is profitable to me for the 


„ miniſtry.” 1 


This Luke, who wrote the goſpel of Luke and the 


book of Acts, was a great companion of the Apoſtle 
Paul. He is ſpoken of as being with him in the laſt- 
mentioned place, and ſpeaks of himſelf as accompany- 


ing him in his travels in the hiſtory of the Acts; and 


therefore he ſpeaks in the firſt perſon plural, when 
ſpeaking of Paul's travels, ſaying, We went to ſuch 


and ſuch a place; We ſet ſail ; We lanched from ſuch a 


place; and landed at ſuch a place. He was greatly be- 
loved by the Apoſtle Paul: he is that beloved phyſician 
ſpoken of, Col. iv. 14. The Apoſtle ranks * i 
| | | | uke 
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Luke among his fellow - labourers, Philemon, 24. Mar- 
60 eus, Ariſtarchus, Demas, L my fellow. labour 
60 ers.“ 


Tue reſt of the books were all written by the apoſtles 


themſelves. The books of the New Teſtament are ei- 
ther hiſtorical; or doctrinal, or prophetical. The hi- 
ſtorical books are the writings of the four evangeliſts, 
ging us the hiſtory of Chriſt, and his purchaſe of re- 
demption, and his reſurrection and aſcenſion ;' and the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, giving an account of the great 
things by which the Chriſtian church was firſt eſtabliſh- 
ed and propagated. The doctrinal books are the epi- 
ſtles. Theſe, moſt of them, we have from the great 
Apoſtle Paul. And we have one prophetical book, 
which takes place after the end of the hiſtory of che 
whole Bible, and gives an account of the great events 
which were to come to paſs, by which the work of re- 
demption was to be carried on to the end of the world. 

All theſe books are ſuppoſed to have been written 
before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, excepting thoſe 
which were written by the Apoſtle John, who lived the 
longeſt of all the apoſtles, and wrote what he wrote 


| Aer the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, as is ſuppoſed. And 


to this beloved diſciple it was chat Chriſt revealed thoſe 
wonderful things which were to come to paſs in his 
church to the end of time; and he was the perſon that 
put the finiſhing hand to the canon of the ſcriptures, 
and ſealed the whole of it. So that now the canon of 
ſeripture, that great and ſtanding written rule, which 
was begun about Moſes's time, is completed and ſettled, 
and à curſe denounced againſt him that adds any thing 
to it, or diminiſhes any thing from it. And ſo all 
things are eſtabliſhed ins completed which relate to the 
appointed means of grace. All the ſtated means of 
grace were finiſhed in the apoſtolical age, or before the 
death of the Apoſtle John, and are to remain unaltered 
to the day of judgement. - 

Thus far we have conſidered thoſe things by which 
he means of grace were given and eſtabliſhed in the 
Chriſtian church. | 


6 II. Tas other ching propoſed relating to the facceſs 
i ne „ W the church's continuance 
h 


under 
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under means of grace, was to ſhow how this ſueceſz 
was carried on; which is what I would now proceed 


to do. 


And here it.is worthy to be remembered, that the 
Chriſtian charch, daring its continuance under the 
means of grace, is in two very different ſtates. 

7. NN perſtcuted ſtate, 1 for 


t it is, from the refurre&ion of GY 
n Antichriſt. 


2. In a ſtate of peace and proſperuy 
e the dane . t be 
ter the fall of Antichriſt, 


| Finsr, I would ſhow: how the faceeſs of Chriſt's ge- 
demption is carried on during the | continuance of the 
church's ſuffering ſtate, from the reſutrection of Chriſt 
to the fall of Antichriſt. This ſpace of time, for the 
moſt part, is a ſtate of the er i. fafferings, and is 
ſo repreſented in ſcripture. Indeed God is pleaſed, out 
of love and pity to his'elet, to grant many intermil- 
ſions of the church's ſufferings during this time, where- 
by the days of tribulation are as it were ſhortened. But 
from Chriſt's reſurrection till the fall of Antichriſt, is 
the appointed day of Zion's troubles, During this ſpace 
of time, for the moſt part, ſome part or other of the 
church is under perſecution; and great part of the 
time, the whole church, or at leaſt the gaerality of 
God's people, have been — 
For the firſt three hundred years after Cheiſt, the 
- clave was for the moſt part in a ſtate. of great afllic- 
tion, che object of reproach and -perfecution ; firſt by 
the Jews, and then by the Heathen, After this, from 
the beginning of Conſtantine's time, the church had 
reſt and perity for a little while ; which is repre- 
ſented in Rev. vii. at the beginning, by the angel's hold- 
ing the four winds far & little while, But reſently af- 
ter, the church again ſuffered, om the A- 
riams ; and after that, Antichriſt roſe, and the church 
was driven away into the wilderneſs, and was kept 
down in obſcurity, and contempt, and ſuffering, for a 
long time, under Antichriſt, re the reformation by 
Luther and others. And fince the Reformation, the 
. have ** beyond all that * 
ro. 
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before. And ſome parts of God's church ſome- 
times have had reſt, yet to this day, for the moſt part, 
the true church is very much kept under by its enemies, 
and ſome parts of it under grievous perſecution ; and ſo 
we may expect it will continue till the fall of Antichriſt ; _ 
and then r day of the church's 
proſperity on earth, che ſet time in which God will fa- 
your Zion, the time when the ſaints ſhall not be kept 
under by wicked men, as it has been hitherto; but 
wherein they ſhall de uppermoſt, and ſhall reign on 
earth, as it is ſaid, Rev. v. 10.“ And the kingdom 
« wo ven to the people of che ſaints of the moſt | 
« High, i. 27. ** f | | 
This ſuffering feats of the church is in ſcripture re- 
preſented as a ſtate of the church's travail, John xvi. = 
20. 21. and * 1. 2. 9 is in tra- 
vail ſtriving to bring forth during this time, is that | 
glory and profperity-of the church which ſhall be after = 
the fall of Antichriſt, and then ſhall ſhe bring forth 5 | 
her child. This is 4 long time of the church's trouble | | 
and affliction, and is ſo ſpoken of in ſcripture, though 55 
it be ſpoken of as being but for a little ſeaſon, in com- | 
pariſon of the eternal proſperity of che church. Hence | 
the church, under the long continuance of this afflic- - A 
tion, eries out, as in Rev. vi. 20, © Howlong, O Lord, 
« holy and true, doſt thou not judge and avenge our 
« blood on them that dwell on the earth; And we 
are told, that “ white robes were given unto every one 
« of them; and it was ſaid unto them, that they ſhould 
« reſt-yet for hrtle ſeaſon, until their fellow - ſervants 
« alſo, and their brethren, that ſhould be killed as they 
te were, ſhould be fulfilled!” ' 80, Dan. xii. 6. How 
long ſhall it be to the end of theſe wonders 77; | 
It is: to be obſerved, that during the time of theſe 
ſufferings of the church, the main inſtrument of their 
fufferings has been the Roman government: her afflic- 
tions have almoſt all along been from Rome. That is 
therefore in the New Teſtament called Babylon; be- 
cauſe, as of old the troubles of the city Jeruſalem 
were mainly from that adverſe city Babylon, ſo the 
troubles of the Chriſtian church, the ſpiritual Jeruſa- 
lem, during che long time of its tribulation, 4s mainly 
e e 119% 0 ene zan Yes © From 
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beende, Before o, dene af Conſtantine, the trou- 
bles of the Chriſtian church were from Heathen Rome: 
fince that time, its troubles. have been mainly from 
Antichriſtian Rome. And as of old, the captivity of 
the Jews ceaſed on the deſtruction of Babylon, ſo the 
time of the trouble of the Chriſtian church will ceaſe 
with the deſtruction of the church of Aer. chat ſpiri 
tual Babylon. 
In ſhowing how the ſuceeſs of Chirid's redemption i is 
carried on during * time ad the church' 0 tribulation, 
I Would, - | 
1. Show how i un 8 on till, the deſtruction of 
5 Jeruſalem, with which ended the firſt great diſpenſa- 
2 þ Providence which is called Chrift's coming in his 
ing x 
2. How it was 3 on. from, thence to. the de- 
ſtruction of the Heathen empire in the time of Con- 


ſtantine, which i is een diſpenſation called Chriſt's 


wh 

it is — * on *— thence. to the: . 
_ of Antichriſt, When will be accompliſhed the third 
great event called Chriſt's, coming, and with which the 
Was of the church's tribulation and Arayail end. 


| X 1 would chow how the 9056 of Chrit's 2 
of redemption was carried on from Chxiſt's reſurrection 
to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. In ſpeaking of this, I 
would, 1. take notice of the ſucceſs itſelf; and, 2. the 
oppoſition made againſt it by the enemies of it; and, 

3. the terrible eee, of Sod. 0 thoſe ene 
mies. 


1 would: * the ſacceſs infell, 2 * 
Chriſt had finiſhed the purchaſe of redemption, and 
was gone into heaven, and entered imo the holy of 


holies with bis own blood, there began a glorious fuc- 
ceſs of what he had done and ſuſſered. Having under- 


mined the foundation of Satan's kingdom, it þegan-to 
fall apace. Swiftly did it haſten to ruin in the world, 
which might well be compared to Satan's falling like 
lightning from heaven. Satan before had exalted his 
throne very high in this world, even to the very ſtars 


of heaven, reigning with g in his Heathen 
Roman empire; but ebe ts fuch a cus: 
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1. 
Us fal as he had ſoon after Chriſt's aſcenſion. He had, we 
en may ſuppoſe, been very lately triumphing in a ſuppoſed 
m victory, having. brought about the death of Chriſt, 
of which he doubtleſs gloried in as the , greateſt feat that 
he ever he did; and probably imagined he had totally de- / 
ſe feated God's deſign by him. But he was quickly made 
i- ſenſible, that he had only been ruining his own king- 

| dom, when he ſaw it tumbling ſo faſt ſo ſoon after, as 

is a conſequence of the death of Chriſt, For Chriſt, by 
n, his death, having purchaſed the Holy Spirit, and ha- 

ving aſcended, and received the Spirit, he poured it 
of forth abundantly for the converſion of thouſands and 
4s millions of ſouls.  __ EE? In 
is Never had Chriſt's kingdom been ſo ſet up in the 
G world. There probably were more ſouls converted in 
fb the age of the apoſtles than had been before from the 
Ne beginning of the world till that time. Thus God fo 
P; ſoon begins gloriouſſy to accompliſh his promiſe to his 
Son, wherein he had promiſed, that he ſhould: ſee his | 

c ſeed, and that the pleaſure of the Lord ſhould proſper 
rd in his hand, if he would make his ſoul an offering for | 
he ' fin. | And. FOR HA a JT ; L 
| (.) Here is to be obſerved the ſucceſs which the go- 

7 ſpel had among the Jews: for God firſt began with. 
iſe them. He being about to. reject the main body of that 
on people, firſt calls in his elect from among them, before 
1 he forſook them, to turn to the Gentiles, It was ſo 
he in former great and dreadful judgements of God on 
d, that nation : the bulk of them were deſtroyed, and only 
16- a remnant ſaved, or reformed. $0 it was in the rejec- 

| tion of the ten tribes, long before this rejection: the 
er bulk of the ten tribes were rejected, when they left the 
nd true worſhip of God in Jeroboam's time, and: after- 
of wards, more fully in Ahab's time. But yet there was 2 
10- remnant of them that God reſerved. A number left 
er- their poſſeſſions in theſe tribes, and went and ſettled in 
to the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. And afterwards 
Id, there were ſeven thouſand in Ahab's' time, who had 
ke not bowed the knee to Baal. And ſo, in the captivity 
his into Babylon, only a remnant of them ever returned to 
ars their own land. And ſo now again, by far the greater 
en part of the people were rejected entirely, but ſome few 
n- 


were ſaved. And therefore the Holy Ghoſt N 


| 
| 
| 
| 


„ tions, and rebuke ma 
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this reſervation of a number that were converted by the 
E of the apoſtles; to thoſe former remnants 4 
ix. 27. Eſaias alſo crieth concerning Iſrael, 

& Though the number of the children be as the ſand 
c of the ſea, a remnant Mall be ſaved.“ See Iſ. x. 224 
The glorious fuccels of the goſpel among the Jews 


after Chriſt's „. began by t 8 eg wt of the 


Spirit of Pemecoſt, of which we read in 
Acts ii. Do da was this out of the Spi- 
rit, and ſo remarkable and ſwift the effect of it, that 


we read of three thouſand who were converted to the 


Chriſtian faith in one day, Acts ii. 41. And 
the greater part of theſe were ſavingly converted. And 
after this, we read of God's adding to the church daily 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaved, verſ. 47. And ſoon after, we 
read, that the number of them were about five thou- 


| ſand, Thus were not only a multitude converted, but 
the church was then eminent in Piety, a "appears by | 


Acts di. 46. 4 3. iv. 32. 
Thus the ian church was firſt of all of the na- 
tion of Iſrael ; and therefore, - when the Gentiles were 


called, they were but as it were added to Iſrael, to the 


ſeed of Abraham. They were added to the Chriſtian 
church of Ifracl, as the proſelytes of old were to the 
Moſaic church of Ifrael; and ſo were as it were 


grafted on the Rock of Abraham, and were not a 


tinct tree; for they are all ſtill the ſeed of Abraham and 
Ifrael; as Ruth the Moabitefs, and Uriah the Hittite, 
and other proſelytes of old, were the ds > people, and 
ranked us che feed of Iſrael. 


80 he'Obriſtian church at Arct began at Jeriiſaein, 


and from thence was propagated to all nations: ſo that 
this church of Jeruſalem was the church that was as it 


were the motlier of all other churches in the world; a- 


-greeable to the prophecy, If. ii. 3. 3. „ Out of Zion 
„all go forth Lhe! law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jeruſalem: and he ſhalt judge among the na- 
5 8o that the whole 
church of God is ſtill God's "Jeruſalem : they are His 


—— Jeruſalem, and are as it were only added to 


church, which was begun in the litera] Jerufalem. 


After this, we read of many thouſands of Jews 


arm beleved in Jeruſalem, Acts xxi. 20. And 7 
re 
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read of multitudes of Jews who were converted in o- 
ther cities of Judea; and not only ſo, but even in other 
parts of the world. For where- ever the apoſtles went, 
if there were any Jews there, their manner was, firſt 


to go into the ſy 

bee 1 thm, many in one place and another be- 
ieved ; as in Damaſcus and Antioch, and many other 
places that we read of in the Acts of the Apoſtles. 


In this pouring out of the Spirit, which began at che ö 


Pentecoſt, following Chrift's aſcenſion, began that firſt 
great diſpenſation which is called Chriffs coming in his 


kingdom. Chriſt's coming thus in a ſpiritual manner 


for the glorious ſetting up of his kingdom in the world; 
is repreſented by Chriſt himſelf as his coming down 
from heaven, whither he had aſcended, John xiv, 18. 
There Chriſt having been ſpeaking of his aſcenſion, 
| fays, © I will not leave you ,comfortleſsz I will come 

« unto yoby” ſpeaking of his coming by the coming of 

the Comforter, the Spirit of truth. And, verſ. 28. 
« Ye have heard how | ſaid. unto you, I go away, and 
« come again unto you.” And thus the apoſtles began 
to ſee the kingdom of heaven come with power, as he 
promiſed they ſhould, Mark ij. . 

(2) What is next to be obſerved is the ſucceſs of 
the goſpel among the Samaritans, After the ſucceſs of 
the goſpel had been ſo gloriouſly begun among my” 
per Jews, the Spirit of God was next wonderfully 


poured out on the Samaritans, who were not Jews by 


nation; but the poſterity of thoſe whom the king of 
Aſſyria removed from different parts of his dominions, 
and ſettled in the land that was inhabited by the ten 


tribes, whom he carried captive. But yet they had re- | 
ceived the, five books of Moſes, and practiſed moſt of 


the rites of the law of Moſes, and ſo were a ſort of 
mongrel Jews. We do not find thera reckoned as 
Gentiles in the New Teſtament; for the calling of the 
Gentiles is ſpoken of as a new thing after this, begin- 
ning with the converſion of Cornelius. But yet it was 
an inſtance of making that a people that were no peo- 
ple: for they had corrupted the religion which Moſes 
commanded, and did not go up to Jeruſalem to wor- 
thip, but had another temple of their own in Mount 


Cerisaim; which is the mountain of which the woman 


of 


* of the Jews, and preach the 


| 


| 
| 
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ing of Philip, (excepting that before Chriſt had ſome 
ſucceſs among them), with whoſe preaching there was 


© lieved- 2 reaching the things concerning the 
„ kingdom hriſt, and were baptized, both men 


they were ripe for the harveſt, But now the harveſt js 
come by Philip's preaching . There uſed to be a moſt 


neither Je nor Samaritan; but Chriſt is all in all. This 
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of Samaria ſpeaks, when ſhe ſays; „Our fathers wor. 
e ſhipped in this mountain.” - Chriſt there does not 
approve of their ſeparation from the Jews; but tells the 
woman of Samaria, that they worſhipped they knew not 


, what, and that ſalvation is of the Jews. But now ſal. 


vation is brought from the Jews to them by the preach» 


2 2 pouring out of the Spirit of God in the eity 
of Samariaz where we are told, that the people be- 


* omen; and that there was great joy in that city,“ 
Acts viii. 8.— 12 gl . 7 5 4 2 OST 
Thus Chriſt had u glorious Barveſt in Samariag which 


is what Chriſt ſeems to have had refpeRt to, im hat he 


ſaid to his diſciples at Jacob's well three or four years 


before, on occaſion of the people of Samaria's appear- 


ing at a diſtance in the fields coming to the place where 


Chriſt was, at the inſtigation of the woman of Samaria;* 
On that occaſion, he bids his diſciples lift up their eyes 


to the field, for that they were white to the harveſt, John 
iv. 35: 36. The diſpoſition which the people of Sama - 
ria ed towards Chriſt and his goſpel, ſhowed that 


bitter enmity between the Jews and Samaritans; but 
now, by their converſion, the Chriſtian Jews and Sa- 
maritans are all happily united: for in Chriſt Jeſus is 


was a glorious inſtance of the wolf's dwelling with the 
lamb, and the leopard's lying down with the kid. * 
(3) The next thing to be obſerved is the ſucceſs there 
was of the goſpel in — the Gentiles. This was a 
great and glorious diſpen 
much ſpoken of in the prophecies of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and ſpoken of by the apoſtles time after time, as 
a moſt glorious event of Chriſt's redemption. This was 
begun in the converſion of Cornelius and his family, 
greatly to the admiration of Peter, who was uſed as the 
inſtrument of it, and of thoſe who were with him, and 
of thoſe who were informed of it; as you may ſee, Acts 
x. & xi. And the next inſtance of it that we have any 
| Account 
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| account of, was in the converſion of great numbers of 

| . Gentiles in Cyprus, and Cyrene, and Antioch, by the 
diſciples that were ſcattered abroad' by the perſecution 

which aroſe about Stephen, as we have an account in 

| Acts xi. 19. 20. 21. And preſently upon this the diſ- 

| ciples began to be called Chriſtians firſt at Antioch, 

| verſ. 26. oo) BE LING | EN Wl 4 

| And after this, vaſt multitudes of Gentjles were con- 

verted in many different parts of the world, chiefly by 

the miniſtry of the Apoſtle Paul, a glorious pouring 

| out of the Spirit accompanying his preaching in one 

; place and another. Multitudes flocked into the church 

, of Chriſt in a great number of cities where the Apoſtle 

. came, 80 the number of the members of the Chriſtian 

L church that were Gentiles, ſoon far exceeded the um- 4 

; ber of its Jewiſh members; yea ſo, that in leſs than Ho 

þ ten years time after Paul was ſent forth from Antioch | 

4 to preach to the Gentiles, it was ſaid of him and his 

ö companions, that they had turned the world upſide 

2 down : Adts xvii. 6. Theſe that have turned the world 

1 « upſide down are come hither alſo.” But the moſt— 

y remarkable pouring out of the Spirit in a particular 

+ 

K 

* 
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city that we have any account of in the New Teſta» 
ment, ſeems to be that in the eity of Epheſus, which 
was a very great city, Of this we have an account In 
| ix. There was alſo a very extraordinary ingather 
ing of ſouls at Corinth, one of the greateſt cities in all 
Greece. And after this many were converted in Rome, 
the chief city of all the world; and the goſpel was 
propogated into all parts of the Roman empire. 
the'goſpel-ſfun; which had lately riſen on the Jews, row 
roſe upon, and began to enlighten the Heathen world, 
after they had continued in groſs Heatheniſh darkneſs 
for ſo many ages. "FD 


& 
* 0 3 TAR. 105 
"0 This was a great thing, and a new thing, ſuch as ne- 
- ver had been before. All nations but the Jews, and a 
8 few who had at one time and another joined with them, 
5 had been rejected from about Moſes's time. The Gen- 
„ tile world had been covered over with the thick dark- 
0 neſs of idolatry; but now, at the joyful glorious ſound 
d. of the goſpel, they began in all parts to forſake their 
ts old idols, and to abhor them, and to caſt them to the 
y moles and to the-bats, and to learn to worfhip the true 


1 1 God, 


ö 
| 
N 
U 
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God, and to truſt in * Son Jeſus Chriſt; and God owned 


them for his people; thaſe who had ſo 
were made nigh by the blood of Chriſt, 
ged from being Heatheniſh and brutiſh, to be the chil- 
dren of God; were called out of Satan's kingdom of 
darkneſs, and brought into God's marvellous light; 


g been afar off, 


andin almoſt all countries throughout the known world - 
were aſſemblies of the e of God 5 joyful praiſes 
bl 


were ſung to the true and Jeſus Chriſt the glo- 
rious Redeemer. Now that great building which 

began ſoon after the fall of man, riſes gloriouſly, not 
in the ſame manner that it had done in former ages, 


concerning the laſt kingdom, which ſhould ſucceed the 
four Heatheniſh monarchies, begins to be fulfilled ; 


now: the ſtone cut out of the mountains without hands, 
began to ſmite the image on its feet, and to break it in 


pieces, and to grow great, and to make great advances 
towards filling the earth; and now God gathers toge- 
ther the elect from the four winds of heaven, by the 


x preaching of the apoſtles and other miniſters, the an- 
ls of t 


— e Chriſtian church ſent forth with the great 
nd of the goſpel-trumpet, before the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, agrecable to what Chriſt foretold, Match. 


xxiv. 31. a" pi dais” ras | 
This was the ſucceſs of Chriſt's purchaſe during this 
firſt period of the Chriſtian church, which - terminated 
in the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. | | 
2. I would proceed now, in the ſecond place, to take 
notice of the oppoſition. which was made to this ſucceſs 
of Chriſt's purchaſe by the enemies of it. Sa- 
tan, who lately was ſo ready to triumph and exult, , as 
though he had gained the victory in putting Chriſt to 
death, now finding himſelf fallen into the pit which he 
had digged, and finding his kingdom falling ſo faſt, and 
ſeeing Chriſt's kingdom make ſuch amazing progreſs, 
ſuch as never had been before, we may conclude he was 
filled with the greateſt confuſion and aſtoniſhment, and 
hell ſeemed to be eſſectually alarmed by it to make the 


' moſt violent oppoſition againſt it. And, firſt, the de- 


vil ſtirred up the Jews, who had before crucified Chriſt, 
to perſecute the church: for it is obſerveable, that the 
perſecution which the church ſuffered during * 


* 
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riod, was moſtly from the Jews. Thus we read in the 
Acts, when, at Jeruſalem, the Holy Ghoſt was poured 
out at Pentecoft, how the Jews mocked, and ſaid, 
« Theſe men are full of new wines” and how the 
ſcribes and Phariſees, and the captain of the temple, 
were alarmed, and beſtirred themſelves to oppoſe and 
perſecute the apoſtles, and firſt apprehended and threat- 
ened them, and afterwards impriſoned and beat them 
and breathing out threatenings and 2 1 againſt the 

en in a tumul- 
tuous rage; and were not content to perſecute thoſe 
that they could find in Judea, but ſent abroad to Da- 
maſcus and other places, to perſecute all that they 
could find every where. Herod, who was chief among 
them, | ſtretched” forth his hands to vex the church, 


and killed James with the ſword, and proceeded to take 
Peter alſo, and caſt him into priſon. N 


So in other countries, we find, that almoſt where - ever 
the apoſtles came, the Jews oppoſed the goſpel in a moſt 
malignant manner, contradicting and blaſpheming. 
How many things did the bleſſed Apoſtle Paul ſuffer at 
their hands in one place and another! How violent and 
blood - thirſty did they ſhew themſelves towards him, 
when he came to bring alms to his nation ! In this per- 
ſecution and eruelty was fulfilled that of Chriſt, Matth. 
xxiii. 34. Behold, I ſend you prophets, and wiſe 
e men, and ſcribes ; and ſome of them ye ſhall kill and 
« cxucify, and ſome of them ſhall ye ſcourge in your 
“ ſynagogues, and perſecute them from city to city.“ 

3- I proceed to take notice of .thoſe judgements 
which were executed on 'thoſe enemies. of Chriſt, the 
perſecuting Jews. * 

(1) The bulk of the people were given up to judicial 
blindneſs of mind and hardneſs of heart. Chriſt de- 
nounced ſuch a wo upon them in the days of his fleſh ; 
as Matth. xiii. 14. 15,—— This curſe was alſo denoun- 
ced on them by the Apoſtle Paul, Acts xxvili. 25. 26. 
27.3 and under this curſe, under this judicial blind- 
neſs and hardneſs, r- to this very day, having 
been ſubject to it for about 1700 years, being the moſt 
awful inſtance of ſuch a judgement, and monuments of 
God's terrible vengeance, of any people that ever were. 


That they ſhould continue from generation to genera- 


— 112 tion 
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tion ſo obſtinately to reject Chriſt, ſo that it is a very 


rare thing that any one of them is converted to the 


Chriſtian faith, though their own ſcriptures of the Old 


Teſtament, which they acknowledge, are ſo full of plain 
teſtimonies againſt them, is a remarkable evidence of 


their being dreadfully left of God. plant 1 „ 

(2) They were rejected and caſt off from being any long. 
er God's viſible people. They were broken off from 
the ſtock of Abraham, and ſince that have no more 

been reputed his ſeed; than the Iſhmaelites or Edomites, 
who are as much his natural ſeed as they. The greater 
part of the two tribes were now caſt off, as the ten tribes 


had been before, and another people were taken in 
their room, agreeable to the prediftions of their own 
prophets; as of Moſes, Deut. xxxii. 21. They have 


% moved me to jealouſy with that which is not God; 


© they have provoked me to anger with their vanities; 
% and I' will move them to jealouſy - with thoſe; which 
« are not a people, I will provoke them to anger with a 
« fooliſh nation;“ and of Iſaiah, Ixv. 1.“ I am ſought 
of them that aſked nat for me; I am found of them 
that ſought me not. They were viſibly rejected 
and caſt off, by God's directing his apoſtles to turn a+ 
way from them, and let them alone; as Acts xiii. 46, 
47- Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and ſaid, 
« It was neceſſary that the word of God thould firſt 
have been ſpoken to you: but ſeeing ye put it from 
« you, and judge yourſelves unworthy of everlaſting 
« life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles : for ſo hath the 
% Lord commanded us.“ And ſo; Acts xviii. 6, and 
xxviii. 28, "it yo | en ee Thy Hb 
Thus far we' have had the ſcripture-hiſtory to guide 
us: henceforward we ſhall have the guidance only vf 
two things, viz. of ſcripture - prophecy, and God's provi- 
2 as related in human | hiſtories, ——- But I pro- 
ceed. een ee Laan et 
. (3) The. third and laſt judgement of God on thoſe 
enemies of the ſucceſs of the gaſpel which I ſhall men- 
tion, is the terrible deſtruction of their city and coun» 
try by the Romans. They had great warnings and ma- 
ny means uſed with them before this deſtruction. Firſt, 
John the Baptiſt warned them, and told them, that the 
axe was daid at the root of the tree; and that every tree 
which ſhould not bring forth good fruit, at; be 
| n 
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hewn down, and caſt into the fire. Then Chriſt warn- 
ed them very particularly, and told them of their ap- 
proaching deſtruction, and at the thoughts of it wept 
over them. And then the apoſtles after Chriſt's aſ- 
cenſion abundantly warned them. But they proved ob- 

ſtinate, and went on in their oppoſition to Chriſt and 
his church, and in their bitter perſecuting practices. 
Their ſo malignantly perſecuting the Apoſtle Paul, of 
which we have an account towards the end of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, is ſuppoſed to have been not more 

than ſeven or eight years before their deſtruction. 
And ohne thi God was pleaſed to give them one 
more. very remarkable warning by the Apoſtle Paul, in 
his epiſtle to the Hebrews, which is an epiſtle written to 
that nation of the Jews, as is ſuppoſed, about four 
years before their deſtruction ; wherein the plaineſt and 
cleareſt __—___ are ſet before them from their own 
law, and from their prophets, for whom they profeſſed 
ſuch a regard, to prove that Chriſt Jeſus muſt be the 
8on of God, and that all their law pointed to him and 
typified him, and that their Jewiſh diſpenſation muſt 
needs have now ceaſed. - For though the epiſtle was 
more immediately directed to the Chriſtian Hebrews, 
yet the matter of the epiſtle plainly ſhows that the apo- 
ſtle intended it for the uſe and conviction of the unbe- 
lieving Jews. And in this epiſtle he mentions particu- 
larly the approaching deſtruction, as chap. x. 25. 80 
much the more, as ye ſee the day approaching; and 
in verſ. 27. he ſpeaks of the approaching judgement 
my fiery indignation which ſhould devour the adver - 
aries. +5 136125 AY: | 1 
But the generality of them refuſing to receive con- 
viction, God ſoon deſtroyed them with ſuch terrible 
circumſtances, as the deſtruction of no country or city 
ſince the foundation of the world can parallel; agree- 
able to what Chriſt foretold, Matth. xxiv. 21. For 
{© then ſhall. be tribulation, ſuch as was not from the 
« beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever 
„ ſhall be.” The firſt deſtruction of | Jeruſalem by the 
Babylonians was very terrible, as it is in a moſt affect- 
ing manner deſcribed' by the Prophet Jeremiah, in his 
Lamentations; but this was nothing to the dreadful 
miſery and wrath which they ſuffered in this deſtruc- 
| tion; 
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non; God, sttording us Chriſt foretold, bringing on 


them all the righteous blood that had been ſhed 
the foundation of the world. Thus the enemies of 
Chriſt are made his footſtool after his aſcenſion, agree. 
able to God's promiſe in Pſul cx. at the beginning; 
and Chriſt rules them with a rod of iron. They had 
deen kicking againſt Chriſt, but they did but kick againſt 
the prielæs. driars and thotns ſet themſelves a- 

ainſt Rim in battle: but he went through them); he 
nd them together. | * 
This deſtruction of Jeruſalem was in all &ts a 


the account which Joſephus gives of it, who was 
en preſent, and was one of the Jews, who had a 
ſhare in che ealamity, abd wrote the hiſtory of their 
deftrution. Many eircumifiances of this deſtruction 
reſeribled the deftrudtion of the wicked at the day of 
judgement, by his account, deing accompanied with 
many fearful in the heavetis, and with a ſepars- 
tion of the righteous from the wicked, Their city and 
temple were burnt, and raſed to the ground, and the 
ground on which the city ſtood, was plowed z and fo 
one ſtone was not left upon another, h. Xxiv. 2. 
The people had ceaſed for the moſt part to be an in- 


dependent government after the Babyloniſh eaptivity: 


but the ſeeptre entitely departed from Judah on the 


death of Archelaus; and then Judea was made a Ro- 


man province 5 after this they were caſt off from being 
the people of God; but now their very city and land 
are utterly deſtroyed, and they carried away from it; 


and ſo have continued in their diſperſions through the 


world for now above 1600 years. a. 7 
Thus there was à final end to the Old-Teſtament 
world: all was finiſhed with à kind of day of judge- 
ment; in which the people of God were ſaved, and his 
enemies terribly deftroyed.= Thus docs he who was 
ſo _ — deſpiſed, and ſpit upon by theſe Jews, 
and ſe followers they ſo malignantly perſecuted, 


appear gloriouſſy exalted over his enemies. 


* 


Having chus ſhown how the ſucceſs of Chriſt's pur- 
chaſe was carried on till the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, I 


bee to what Chriſt hid foretold of it, Matth. xxiv. - 
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II. To hom hay it was carried on from that ti 
till the deſtruction of the Haathen empire in the time 
Conſtantine the Great, which is the ſecond. great event 
oo ons is ip ſariptute compared. to Chriſt's coming 4a 


— x 96h as deſtroyed about the year of our Lord 
68, and ſo before that. generation paſſed away which 
was contemporary with, Chriſt ; and it was abqut thirty · 
five years after Chriſt's death. The deſtruction of the 
Heathen” empire under Conſtantine, was about 360 
years after this, In ſhowing how. the ſucceſs of the go- 
ſpel was carried on through this time, I would, 1. es 
notice of the oppoſition made againkt it by the Roman 
empire. 2. How the work of the goſpel wept PR 
vithitanding all that oppoſition, - 3, peculiar cir 
cumſtances of tribulation. and, diſtreſs that the — 


vas in juſt, before their deliverance by Conſtantine. 


4. The great revolution in Conſtantine's time.. 
1. I would briefly ſhow what oppoſition was made. a- 
gainſt the goſpel, and the kingdom of Chriſt, by the Ro- 
man empire. The IL that was made to __ 

ſpel by the Heathen Roman empire, was mainly 

the deſtruQtion of ] — though their oppoſition 
began before; but the oppoſition that was before the 
icfruftion of Jeruſalem, was mainly by the Jews. But 
when Jeruſalem was deitroyed, the Jews were put qut 
of a capacity of much 8 che church. Now 
therefore the devil turns his hand elſewhere, and uſes 
other inſtruments. The 2 which was made in 
the Roman empire againſt the kingdom of Chriſt, was 
chiefly of two kinds. 

(1) They employed all cheir learning, and. philoſo- 
phy, and wit, in oppoſing it. Chriſt came into the 
world in an age wherein learping and philoſophy. were 
at their height in the Roman empire. IThis was em- 
ploy yed to the utmoſt againſt the kingdom of Chriſt. 

he goſpel, which held forth a crucified Saviour, was 
not at all agrecable to the notions of the philoſophers. 


The Chrillian ſcheme of truſting in ſuch a crucified Re- 


deemer, appeared fooliſh and ridiculous. to them. 


Greece was a country the moſt famous for learning of 
any in the Roman empire; but the apoſtle abſerves, , 


1 doctrine of Chriſt eruciſied appeared faoliſh- 


neſs 


* 
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teſs' to the Greeks, 1 Cor. i. 23.3 and therefore the 
wiſe men and - philoſophers oppoſed: the goſpel with all 
the wit they had. We have a ſpecimen of their man- 
nerotr Oppoſing, in che "ſtory we have of thelr treat · 
ment of the Apoſtle Paul at Athens, which was a city 

had deen for many ages the chief ſeat of philoſo- 
phets/ of any in the whole world. We read in Acts 


© . xvii. 18. that the philoſophers of the Epicureans and 


Stoicks encountered him, ſaying, What will this ba- 


_ © bler ſay? He ſeemeth to be a ſetter forth of ſtrang 


cc gods.“ 80 they were wont to deride and ridicule 
Chriſtianity; And after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
ſeveral of theſe philoſophers publiſhed books againſt it; 
the chief of whom were Celſus and Porphyry. \ "Theſe 


wrote books againſt the Chriſtian religion with a great 


deal of virulente and contempt, much after the man- 


ner that the Deiſts of the preſent age oppoſe and ridi- 


cule Chriſtianity. Something of their writings yet re- 
mains. As great enemies and deſpiſers as they were 
of the Chriſtian religion, yet they never denied the 
facts recorded of Chriſt and his apoſtles in the New Te- 


ſtament, particularly the miracles which they wrought; 


but allowed them. They lived too near the times 
wherein theſe miracles were wrought to deny them; 
for they were ſo publicly done, and ſo lately, that 
neither Jews nor Heathens in thoſe days appeared to 
deny them; bue 

(2) The authority 'of the Roman empire employed 
all their ſtrength, time after time, to. perſecute, and if 
poſſible to root out Chriſtianity, This they did in 
ten general ſucceſſive perſecutions. We have here- 
tofore obſerved, that Chriſt came into the world when 
the ſtrength of Heathen dominion and authority was 
— * that ever it was under the Roman mo- 
narthy, the greateſt and ſtrongeſt human monarchy 
that ever was on earth. All the ſtrength of this mo- 


narchy was employed for a long time to oppoſe and 
perſecute the Chriſtian church, and if poſſible to de- 


ſtroy it, in ten ſucceſſive attempts, which are called 


the ten Heathen perſecutions, which were before Con- 


ſtantine. Ä ·˙ . WK A ni" | 
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Mero, was u little before the deſtruktion of Jerufzlem, 


in which the Apoſtle Peter was crucified, and the Apo- 
ſtle Paul beheaded, ſoon after he wrote his ſecond epi- 
ſtle to Timothy. When he wrote that epiſtle, he was 
2 priſoner at Rome under Nero, and was ſoon after he 
wrote it beheaded, agreeable to what he ſays, chap. iv. 
6. 7. M am now ready to be offered, and the time of 
« my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, 
&« T have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith.” —— 
And there were many thouſands of other Chriſtians 
ſlain in that perſecution. The other nine perſecutions - 
were all after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. Some of 
theſe were very terrible indeed, and far exceeded the 
firſt perſecution under Nero. Qne emperor 'after an- 
other ſet himſelf with the utmoſt rage to root out the 
Chriſtian church from the earth, that there ſhould not 
be ſo much as the name of "Chriſtian left in the world. 


And thouſands and millions were put to cruel deaths in 


theſe perſecutions z. for they ſpared neither ſex nor age, 
but killed them as faſt as they could. 

. Under the ſecond general perſecution, that which 
was next after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, the Apoſtle 
John'was baniſhed to the ifle of Patmos, where he had 
thoſe: viſions of which he has given an account in the 
Revelation. Under that perſecution it was reckoned, 
that about 40,000 ſuffered martyrdom; which yet was 
nothing to what were put to death under ſome ſucceed- 
ing perſecutions, - Ten thouſand ſuffered that one kind 
of cruel death, crucifixion, in the third (perſecution 
under the Emperor Adrian. Under the fourth perſe- 
cution, which began about the year of Chriſt 162, ma- 
ny ſuffered martyrdom in England, the land of dur 
forefathers, where Chriſtianity had been planted very 
early, and, as is ſuppoſed, in the days of the apoſtles. 
And in the later pefſecutions, the Roman emperors 
being vexed at the fruſtration of their predeceſſors, 
who were not able to extirpate Chriſtianity, or hinder 
its progreſs, were enraged to be the more violent in 
their attempts. ö . 

Thus a great part of the firſt 300 years after Chriſt 
was ſpent in violent and cruel perſecutions of the church 
by the Roman powers. Satan was very unwilling to let 
$9 his hold of ſo great a Fr of the world, and every 


way | 
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way the chief part of it, a8 . 
the Roman em qe of which he had had the quiet 
4 for ages: and therefore, when he 
i going ſo faſt o out of his hands, he beſtirred him- 
| ſelk to his utmoſt ; all hell was, as it were, raiſed. 1 
gainſt! it to oppoſe i it with its utmoſt power. 
Satan thus exerting himſelf by the power of the Hea- 
then Roman empire, is called the great red dragon in 
ſcripture, having ſeven heads and ten horns, fighti 
againſt the woman clothed with the ſun, as in the 12 
of Revelation. And the terrible conflict there was — 
tween the church of Chriſt, and the powers of the 
Heathen empire before Conſtantine's time, is there, in 
verſ. 7. repreſented by the war between Michael and bis 
angels, and the dragon and his angels: And chere 
„ was war in heaven; Michael and his angels fopght, 
* and the dragon fought and his ws po 
2. I would take notice what fuccels the goſpel had in 
the world before the time of Conſtantine; notwithſtand- 
Ing all this oppoſition — Though the learning and 
power of the — man empire were ſo great, and both 
were employed to the utmoſt againſt Chriſtianity to put 
a ſtop to it, and to root it out for ſo long a time, and 
in ſo many repeated attempts; yet all was in vain; they 


could neither root it out, nor put a ROP to it, But 
Kill, in fe of all tht they could do m of 
Chriſt wonderfally prevailed, and Sun's eathen 


Kingdom mouldered and conſumed pry lap re it, a- 
grecable to the words of the text,“ moth ſhall 
% cat them up like a garment, and the worm ſhall cat 
them like wool.” And it was very obſervable, that 
for the moſt part the more they perſecuted the church, 
the more jt increaſed; inſomuch that it became'a com- 
mon ſaying, The blood of the martyrs is the ſeed of 
the church. Herein the church of Chriſt proved to be 
like a palm-tree 3 of which tree it is remarked, that 
the greater weight is laid upon it, or hung to its 
branches, the more it grows and flouriſhes ; on which 
account probably the church is compared to a palm-tree 
in Cant. vii, 7.“ This thy ſtature = pda palm · tree. 
| Juſtin Martyr, an eminent father in the” Chriſtian 
church, who lived in the age next after the apoſtles, in 
ous writings of his, en are yet extant, ſays, that 


in 
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Greeks or barbarians, or by what name ſoever they 
were called, even the moſt rude and unpoliſhed. nations, 


where prayers and thankſgivings were not made to the 
great creator of the world, through the name of the 


crucified Jeſus. Tertullian, another eminent father in 
the Chriſtian church, who lived in the beginning of the 
following age, in ſome of his writings which are yet 
extant, ſets forth how that in his day the Chriſtian reli- 

on had extended itſelf to the utmoſt bounds of the 


chen known world; in which he reckons Britain, the 


country of our forefatkers; and thence demonſtrates, 
that the kingdom of Chriſt was then more extenſive 
than any of the four great monarchies; and moreover 


fays, that though the Chriſtians were as ſtrangers of no 
long ſtanding, yet they had filled all places of the Ro- 


man dominions, their cities, iſlands, caſtles, corpora - 
tions, couneils, armies, tribes, the palace, ſenate, and 
courts of judieature; only they had left to the Heathen 
their temples; and that if they ſhould all agree to re- 


tire out of the Roman empire, the world would be a- 


mazed at the ſolitude and defolation that would enſue 
upon it, there would be ſo few left; and that the Chri- 


ſtians were enough to be able cafily- to defend them- 


felves, if they were diſpoſed to riſe up in arms againſt 


the Heathen magiſtrates. And Pliny, a Heathen 


who lived in thoſe days, ſays, multitudes of each ſex; 
every age and quality, were  beeome Chriſtians. - This 
ſuperſtition, ſays he, having infected and over-run not 
the eity only, but towns and countries, the temples and 
ſacrifices- are generally deſolate and forſaken. 

And it was remarked by both Heathen and Chri- 


ſtian writers in "thoſe days, that the famous Heathen 


oracles in their temples, where princes and others for 
many paſt ages had been wont to inquire and receive 
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in his days there was no part of mankind; whether 


anſwers with an audible voice from their gods, which 


were indeed anſwers from the devil ; I ſay, thoſe ora- 
cles were now 'filenced and firack dumb, and gave no 
more anſwers : and particularly the oracle at Delphos, 
which was the moſt famous Heathen oracle in the 
whole world, which both Grecks and Romans uſed to 
confult, began to ceaſe to give any anfwers, even 
from the birth of Chriſt: and the falſe derty who was 
$:c 3543 


K k 2 worſhipped, 


20%/ů0 84 HISTORY. of Period Uf. 


worſhipped, and uſed to give anſwers from his oracle 
in that temple, being once inquired; of, why he did 
not now, give anſwers as he was wont to do? made, 
this reply, as ſeveral Heathen hiſtorians. who lived a- 
bout thoſe times relate, There is an Hebrew boy, ſays 
he, who is king of the gods, who has commanded me 
to leave this houſe, and be gone to hell, and therefore 
vou are to expect no more anſwers. And many of 
the Heathen writers who lived about that time, ſpeak, 


; much of the oracles being ſilenced, as a thing at which 


they wondered, not knowing what the cauſe ſhould 
be. Plutarch, a Heathen writer of thoſe times, wrote 
a particular treatiſe about it, which is ſtill extant. 


And Porphyry, one of the Heathen writers before men- 


tioned, Who oppoſed: the Chriſtian religion, in his wri- 
tings has theſe words: ** It is no wonder if the city 
for theſe ſo many years/has been gyer-run with fick- 
neſe; Eſeulapius, and 'thewwer?” of the gods, having 
withdrawn their converſe with men: for ſince Jeſus. 


began to be /worthjpped, no man has received any 


public help or beneſit by the gods“ | 
Thus did the kingdom of Chriſt prevail againſt the 
kingdam of Sas. ii vi „ forage nds l bog“ 
3. I now proceed to take notice of the peculiar, cir- 
cumſtances of, tribulation and diſtreſs juſt before Con- 
ſtantine the Great came to the throne, This diſtreſs 
they ſuffered. under the tenth Heathen perſecution, 


which, as it was the laſt, ſo it was by far the heavieſt, 


and. moſt ſevere. The church before this, after the 
ccaſing of the ninth. perſecution, had enjoyed a time of 
quietneſs for about forty years together; but, abuſing 
their liberty, began to grow cold and lifeleſs in religion, 
and carnal, and contentions prevailed, among them; by 
which they offended God to ſuffer this dreadful trial to 
come upon them. And Satan having loſt ground ſo 
much, notwithſtanding all His attempts, now ſeemed to 
beſtir himſelf with more than ordinary rage. Thoſe 
who were then in authority ſet themſelves with the ut- 
moſt violence to root out Chriſtianity, by burning all 
Bibles, and deſtroying all Chriſtians; and therefore 
they did not ſtand to try or convict them in a formal 


proceſs, but fell upon chem where - ever they could $. 


ſometimes ſetting to houſes where mingle of 
| . em 
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them were aſſembled, and burning them all together; 
and at other times ſlaughtering multitudes together: 
ſo that ſometimes their perſecutors were quite ſpent 
with the labour of killing and tormenting them; and 
in ſome-populous places, ſo many were flain together, 
that the blood ran like torrents. It is related, that 
ſeventeen thouſand martyrs. were ſlain in ane. month's 
time; and that during the continuance of this perſecu- 
tion, in the province of Egypt alone, no leſs than 
144,000 Chriſtians died by the violence of their perſe- 
cutors, befjdes 700,900 that died through the fatigues 
of baniſhment, or the public works to which they were 


condemnelk.k ö, 7 2 
This perſecution laſted for ten years together; and 


as it exceeded all foregoing perſecutions in the number 
of martyrs, ſo it exceeded them in the variety and mul - 
titude of inventions of torture and cruelty. Some au- 


thors who lived at that time, ſay, they were innumer- 


able, and exceed all account and expreſſion. 


This perſecution in particular was very ſeyere in Eng- 
land; and this is that perſecution which was foretold in 
Rev. vi. 9. 10.“ And when he had opened the fifth 
&« ſeal, I ſaw untler the altar the ſouls of them that 
& were flain for the word of God, and for the teſti- 
© mony Which they held. And they cried with a loud 
*« voice, ſaying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
«* doſt thou not judge and avenge our blood on them 
«that dwell on the cart??? 
Andi at the end of the ten years during which this 
perſecution continued, the Heathen perſecutors thought 
they had finiſhed their work, and boaſted that they 


had utterly deſtroyed the name and ſuperſtition of the 


Chriſtians, and had reſtored and propagated the wor- 
ſhip of the gods. 51 * 
us it was the darkeſt time with the Chriſtian 
church juſt before the break of day. e 
brought to the greateſt extremity juſt before · ap» 
peared for their glorious deliverance, as the bondage of 
the Iſraclites in Egypt was the moſt ſevere and cruel 
juſt before their deliverance by the hand of Moſes. 
Their. enemies thought they had ſwallowed them up 
juſt before their deſtruction, as it was with Pharaoh 4 
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Bis hoſt chen they had hemmed in the children of If. 
e mn hight tk mn whe ap 
4. I come now, in the fourth 


place, to the great re · 
volution which was in the world in the days of Con- 
ſtantine, which was id many vefpedts like Chriſt's ap- 
aring in the elonds of heaven to ſave his people, and 
dge the world. The people of Rome being weary of 
the government of thoſe ts to whom they had 
lately been fubje&, ſent to ntine; who was then 
in the city of York in England, to come and take the 
throne, And he being encouraged, as is ſoid, by a vi- 
flon of a pillar of light in the heavens, in the form of 
croſs, in the ſight of his whole army, with this in- 
ſcription, Tovſo wid, In this overcome; and the night 
following, by Chriſt's appearing to him in à dream with 
the fame croſs in his hand, who directed him to make 
a crofs like that to be his royal ſtandard, that his army 
might fight under that banner, and affured him that he 
ſhould overcome. Accordingly he did, and overeame 
his enemies, and took poſſefſion of the Imperial throne 
and embraced the Chriſtian religion, and was the fir 
Chriſtian emperor that ever reigned, He came to the 
throne about 320 years after Chriſt. There are ſeveral 
things which I would take notice of which attended or 
CET followed Conſtantine's coming to the 
ONE, ee as + Maree 

(1) The Chriftian ehurch was thereby wholly deli- 
vered from perſecution. Now the day vf her deliver- 
ance came after ſuch a dark night of affliction: weep- 
ing had continued for a night, but now deliverance and 
Joy came in the morning. Now God appeared to judge 
is people, and repented himfetf for his ſervants, when 
he faw M was gone, and that there was none 
ſhut up or! Chriſtians had no perfecutions now to 
fear. Their perſecutors now were all put down, and 
co rulers were ſome of them Chriſtiaus like them- 
elves. 0 oo 2 
(2) God now appeared to execute terrible judgements 
on their enemies. arkable are the accounts which 
hiitory gives us of the fearful ends to which the Hea- 
then emperors, and princes, and generals, and captains, 
and other great men came, ho had exerted themſelves 
in perſecuting the Chriſtians z dying miſerably, one and 
a | another, 
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another, under exquiſite torments of body, and hor- 
rors of conſcience, with. a moſt viſible hand of God 
vpon them. So that what now came to paſs might very 
fitly be com d to their hiding themſclves in che dens 
and rocks of the mountains. 

(3) Heatheniſm now was in a great meaſure aboliſh 
ed throughout the Roman empire. Images were now 
defined. and Heathen temples pulled 6k Images 
of gold and filver were melted down, and coined into 
money. Some of the chief of their idols, which were 
curibuſſy wrought, were brought to Conſtantinople, 
and there drawn with ropes up and down the ſtreets 
for the people to behold and laugh at. The Heathen | 
prieſts were diſperſed and baniſhed. 

(4) The Chriftian church was brought i into a ſtate of 
great peace and profperity. Now all Heathen magi- 
tirates were put down, and only Chriſtians were advan- 
ced to places of authority all over the empire. 
had now Chriſtian preſidents, Chriſtian - governors, 
Chriſtian judges and officers, inſtead of their old Hea · 
thenith ones, , Conſtantine ſet himſelf to put honour 
upon Chriſtian biſhops or miniſters, and to build and 
adorn churches; and now large and beautiful Chriſtian 
churches were erected in all parts of the world, inſtead 
of the old Heathen temples. 

This revolution was the greateſt revolution and 
change in the face of things that ever came to pals in 
the world ſince the flood. Satan, the prince of dark- 
neſs, that king and god of the Heathen world, was caſt 
out. The roaring lion was conquered by the Lamb of 
God, in the ſtrongeſt dominion that ever he had, even the 

Roman empire. This was a remarkable accompliſhment 
of, Jer. X. 11, © The Gods that have not made the 
« heavens and the earth, even they ſhall periſh from 
„the carth, and from under theſe heavens.” The 
chief of the world was now brought utterly to 
caſt off their old gods and their old religion, to which 
they had been accuitomed much longer than any of 
their hiſtories give an account of. They had been ac- 
cuiiomed to worſhip the gods ſo long, that they knew 
not any beginning of it. It was formerly ſpoken of as 
a thing unknown for a nation to change their gods, 
Jer. ji. 10. 11+; but now the greater part af the _— 
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of the known world were brought to caſt off all their 
former gods. That multitude of gods that they wor- 
ſhipped were all forſaken. Thouſands of them were 
caſt away for the worſhip of the true God, and Chriſt 
the only Saviour: and there was a moſt remarkable 
fulfilment of that in Iſ. ii. 17. 18.“ And the loftineſs 
„of man ſnall be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of 
4 men ſhall be made low: and the Lord alone ſhall be 
t exalted in that day. And the idols he ſhall utterly a- 
* boliſn.“ And ſince that, it has come to paſs,” that 
thoſe gods that were once ſo: famous in the world, as 
Jupiter, and Saturn, and Minerva, and Juno, &c. are 
only heard of as things which were of old. They have 
no temples, no altars, no worſhippers, and have not 
had for many hundred years.. 
No is come the end of the old Heathen world in 
the principal part of it, the Roman empire. And this 
great revolution and change of the ſtate of the world, 
with that terrible deſtruction of the great men who had 
been perſecutors, is compared, in Rev. vi. to the end 
of the world, and Chriit coming to judgement; and is 
what is moſt immediately ſignified under the fixth feal, 
which followed upon the ſouls under the altar, crying, 
« How long, O Lord, holy and: true, doſt thou not 
« avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?“ 
This viſion of the ſixth ſeal, by the general conſent of 
divines and expoſitors, has reſpect to this downfal of 
the Heathen Roman empire; though it has a more re- 
mote reſpect to the day of judgement, or this was a type 
of it. The day of — yaa; cannot be what is imme- 
diately intended; becauſe ws have an account of many 
events which were to come to paſs under the ſeventh 
ſeal, and ſo were to follow after thoſe of the fixth ſeal,” 
What came to paſs now is alſo repreſented by the 
devil's being caſt out of heaven to the earth. In his 
great ſtrength and glory, in that mighty Roman em- 
oo he had as it were exalted his throne up to heaven. 
ut now he fell like lightning from heaven, and was 
confined to the earth. His kingdom was confined to 
the meaner and more barbarous nations, or to the lower 
parts of the world of mankind. This is the event 
retold, Rev. xii. 9. &c. © And the great dragon was 
e caſt out, that old ſerpent, called the devil and 0 
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„ which deceiveth the whole world: he was caſt out 
« into the earth, and his ls were caſt out with 
& him,” & c. Satan tempted Chriſt, and promiſed; to 
give him the glory of the kingdoms of the world; but 
now he is obliged to give it to him even againſt his will. 


This was a glorious fulfilment of that promiſe which 


God made to his Son, that we have an account of in 
II. Iii. 12. * Therefore will I divide him a portion with 
* the great, and he ſhall divide the ſpoil with the 
5 ſtrong; becauſe he hath poured out his ſoul unto 
„ death: and he was numbered with the tranſgreſſors, 
« and he bare the fin of many, and made interceſſion 
for the. tranſgreſſors.“ This was a great fulfilment 
of the prophecies of the Old Teſtament concerning the 
glorious time of the goſpel, and particularly of the pro- 
phecies of Daniel. Now the kingdom of heaven is 
come in a glorious degree. It pleaſed the Lord God of 
heaven to ſet up a kingdom on the ruins of Satan's 
kingdom. And ſuch ſucceſs is there of the purchaſe 
of Chriſt's redemption, and ſuch honour does the Fa- 
ther put upon Chriſt for the diſgrace he ſuffered when 
on earth. And now ſee to what a height, that glorious 
— is erected, which had been building ever ſince 


INFERENCE. From what has been ſaid of the ſuc- 
ceſs of the goſpel from Chriſt's aſcenſion to the time of 
Conſtantine, we may deduce a ſtrong argument of the 
truth of the Chriſtian religion, and that the goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt is really from God. This wonderful ſuc- 
ceſs of it which has been ſpoken of, and the circum- 
ſtances of it which have been mentioned, are a ſtrong 
argument of it ſeveral ways. 

1. We may gather from what has been ſaid, that it 
is the goſpel, and that only, which has actually been 
the means of bringing the world to the knowledge . of 
the true God. That thoſe are no gods whom the Hea- 
then worſhipped, and that there is but one only God, 


is what, now fince the goſpel has ſo taught us, we can 


ſee to be truth by our own reaſon: it is plainly agreeable 
to the light of nature: it can be eaſily ſhown by reaſon 
to be ' demonſtrably true. The very Deiſts themſelves 
acknowledge, that it can YH that there is 

1 . one 
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otie God, and but one, who has made and governs the 
world. But now it is evident that it is the goſpel, and 
that only, which has actually been the means of bring- 
ing men to the knowledge of this truth : it was not the 
inſtructions of philoſophers. They tried in vain: 
46 The world by wiſdom knew not God.“ Till the go- 
ſpel and the holy ſcriptures came abroad in the world, 
all the world lay in ignorance of the true God, and in 
the greateſt darkneſs with reſpect to the things of reli- 
gion, embracing the abſurdeſt opinions and practices, 
which all civilized nations now acknowledge to be child- 
iſh fooleries. And ſo they lay one age after another, 
and nothing proved effectual to enlighten them. The light 
of nature, and their on reaſon, and all the wiſdom of 
learned men, fignified nothing till the ſcriptures came, 
But when theſe came abroad, they were ſucceſsful to bring 
the world to an acknowledgement of the one only true 
God, and to worſhip and ſerve him. 
And hence it is that all that part of the world which 
now does own one only true God, Chriſtians, Jews, 
Mahometans, and even Deiſts too, originally came by 
the knowledge of him. It is owing to this that they 
are not in general at this day left in Heatheniſh dark- 
neſs. They have it all, firſt of all, either immediately 
from the ſcriptures, or by tradition from their fathers, 
who had it firſt from the ſcriptures. And doubtleſs 
thoſe who now deſpiſe the ſcriptures, . and boaſt of the 
firength of their own reaſon, as being ſufficient to lead 
into the knowledge of the one true God, if the goſpel 
had never come abroad in the world to enlighten their 
forefathers, would have been 'as ſottiſh and brutiſh 
jdolaters as the world in general was before the goſpel 
came abroad. 'The Mahometans, who. own but one 
true God, at firſt borrowed the notion from the ſcrip- 
tures ; for the firſt Mahometans had been educated in 
the Chriſtian religion, and apoſtatized from it. And 
this is evidential, that the ſcriptures were deſigned of 
God to be the — means to bring the world to the 
knowledge of himſelf, rather than human reaſon, or 
any thing elſe. For it is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
the goſpel, and that only, which God never. deſigned 
gs the proper mean for obtaining this effect, — 
wth, ei we 8 ttually 


4 


* "Iv 


WW yy my „ MX at ES 


A —— 


r VE WY Wu 0”; > CV. OOO. . — OW 


1 


Part II. 1. the Work of REDEMPTION. 267 


actually obtain it, and that after human reaſon, which 
he deſigned as the proper mean, had been tried for a 
great many ages without any effect. If the ſcriptures 
be not the word of God, then they are nothing but 
darkneſs and deluſion, yea, the greateſt deluſion that 
ever was. Now, is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that God 
in his providence would make uſe of falſehood and de- 
luſion, and that only, to bring the world to the know- 
ledge of himſelf, and that no part of it ſhould be 
brought to the knowledge of him any other ways? 

2. The goſpel's prevailing as it did againit ſuch power- 
ful oppoſition, plainly ſhows the hand of God. The 
Roman government, that did ſo , violently ſer itſelf to 
hinder; the: ſucceſs of the goſpel, and to ſubdue the 
church of Chriſt, was the moſt powerful human. go- 
vernment that ever was in the world; and not only ſo, 
but they ſeemed as it were to have the church in their 
hands. The Chriſtians were moſtly their ſubjects, un- 
der their eommand, and never took up arms to defend 


themſelves: they did not gather together, and ſtand in 


their own defence; they ałmed themſelves with, no- 
thing but patience, and ſuch like ſpiritual weapons: and 
yet this mighty power could not conquer them; but, 
on the contrary, Chriſtianity conquered them. The 
Roman empire had ſubdued the world; they had ſub- 
dued many mighty and potent kingdoms; they ſubdued 
the Grecian monarchy, when they were not their ſub- 
jects, and made the utmoſt reſiſtance: and yet they 
could not eonquer the church which was in their hands; 
but, on the contrary, were ſubdued, and finally tri- 
umphed over by the church. wY 7 . 
3. No other ſufficient cauſe can poſſibly be aſſigned 
of this propagation of the goſpel, but only God's own 
wer. Nothing elſe can be deviſed as the reaſon of it 
ut this. There was certainly ſome reaſon,, Here was 
a great and wonderful effect, the moſt, remarkable 
change that ever was in the face of the world of man- 
kind ſince the flood; and this effect was not without 
ſome cauſe. Now, what other cauſe can be deviſed 
but only the divine power? It was not the outward 
ſtrength of the inſtruments which were employed in it. 
At firſt, the goſpel was preached only by a few fiſher- 
men, who were without power and worldly intereſt to 
2181 ; ay Þ | ' ſuppors 
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ſupport them. It was not their craft and policy that 
produced this wonderful effect; for 
literate men. It was not the agreeableneſs of the ſtory 
they had to tell to the notions and principles of man- 
kind. This was no pleaſant fable: A crucified God 
and Saviour was to the Jews a ſtumbling · block, and to 
the Greeks fooliſhneſs. It was not the agreeableneſs of 
their doctrines to the diſpoſitions of men: for nothing 
is more contrary to the corruptions of men than the 
— doctrines of the goſpel. This effect therefore can 

from no other cauſe than the power 
and agency of God: and if the r of God was 
what was exerciſed to cauſe the goſpel to prevail, then 
the goſpel is his word ; for ſurely God does not uſe his 
s power to promote a mere impoſture and delu- 


4. This ſucceſs is agreeable to what Chriſt and his a- 
poſtles foretold . Matth. xvi. 18. Upon this rock 
will 1 build my church: and the gates of hell ſhall not 
prevail againſt it.“ John xii. 24. © Verily verily I 
« ſay unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
« ground, and die; it abideth alone: but if it die, it 
4 pringeth forth much fruit.“ And verſ. 31. 32. Now 
js the judgement of this world: now ſhall the prince 
of this world be caſt out. And I, if I be lifted up 
« from the earth, will draw all men unto me.“ John 


Xvi. 8. When he (the comforter) is come, he will 
& reprove the world of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of 


« judgement,— becauſe the prince of this world is jud- 
x ed.“ * ö ö a | - 
5 the Apoſtle Paul, in 1 Cor. chap. i. 21.—28. de- 
ares, how that after the world by wiſdom knew not 


God, it pleafed God, by the fooliſhneſs of preaching, 


to ſave them that believe; and that God choſe the fool- 


ith things of the world, to confound the wiſe ; and 
weak things of the world, to confound the things which 


are mighty; and baſe things of the world, and things 


which are deſpiſed, yea and things which are not, to 
bring to nought things that are. If any man fore- 
tells a thing, very likely in itſelf to come to paſs, from 
cauſes which can be foreſeen, it is no great argument of 
a a revelation from God: but when a thing is foretold 
which is very unlikely ever to come to paſs, is entirely 
ON | contrary 


they were poor il- | 


FR . QB, 5 


NR 


„ „ eres oucGHrH oo 2. 82 3.9 RD = 0 & 


| 
| 
| 
p 
ö 


Part H. 1. che Work of REDEMPTION. 265 


contrary to the common courſe of things, and yet it 
does come to paſs juſt agreeable to che” predifion, this 
is a ' argument" that 'the Amy e 


"Ttus-the confiderntion'ef the manner of the props- 
gation and ſucceſs r which 


has been ſpoken of — that the 
2 


III. I am now to ſthow-how:the ſucceſs of Chrifts re- 
demption is carried on from the time of the overthrow 
of the Heathen Roman empire in the time of Conſtan- 
tine the Great, till the fall of Antichriſt, and the de- 
ſtruction of Satan's vifible kingdom on earth, which is 
the third great diſpenſation which is in ſcripture. com- 


are 
—— erein — contained 8 long ſeries of 
divine providence towards the Chriſtian 
church. The greater part L the book — <-pre is 
taken up in foretelling the events of this period. | 
The ſucceſs of Chriſt's purchaſe of redemprion in 
this period, appears mainly at the cloſe of it, when An- 
tichriſt comes to fall, when there will be à far more glo- 
rious ſucceſs of the goſpel than ever was befor? : and that 
long ſeries of events which are before, ſeem to be only 
to prepare the way for it. And in order to a more clear 
view of the great works of God in accompliſhing the ſuc- 
ceſs of Chriſt's redemption, and our ſeeing the glory of 
them, it will be neceſſary, as we have done in the fore- 
going periods; to conſider not only the ſucceſs itſelf, 
but the oppoſition made to it, and the great works of 
Satan in this period againſt the church and kingdom of 
Chriſt : and therefore, in taking a view of this pe- 
riod, I would take notice of events which may be re- 
ferred to either of theſe heads, viz. either to the head 
of Satan's oppoſition to the ſucceſs of Chriſt's redemp- 
tion, or to the head of the ſucceſs of Chriſt's redemp- 


tion: and for the more orderly conſideration of the 


events of this period, I would divide it into theſe four 
—— the firſt — —— — 

athen empire to the riſe of Antichriſt; the. ſecond, from 
the N of Antichriſt to the reformation in Luther's 


time; 


— 
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time; the third, from thence to the preſent time; che 
fourth; from the preſent time, till Antichriſt is fallen, 


and Satan's viſible kingdom on earth is deſtroyed. 


½, I would conſider the events of the firſt part of 
this period, reaching from the deſtruction of the Hea- 
then empire to the riſe of Antichriſt. And here, frft, 
I wouldtake notice of the oppoſition Satan made in this 


; = of time to the church: and, ſecondly, the ſutceſs 
t 


he goſpel had in it. 


1. The oppoſition; Satan being caſt out of his old 
Heathen empire, the great red dragon, after ſo ſore a 


conflict with Michael and his angels for the greater part 
of three hundred years, being at laſt entirely routed 


and vanquiſhed, ſo that no place was found any more 


in heaven for him, but he was caſt down, as it were, 
from Heaven to the earth; yet does not give over his op- 
poſition to the woman, the church of Chriſt, concerning 


which all this conflict had been. But he is ſtill in a 


rage, and renews his attempts, and has recourſe to new 
devices againſt the church. The ſerpent, after he is caſt 


out of heaven to the earth, caſts out of his mouth wa- 


ter as à flood, to cauſe the woman to be carried away 


of the flood. The oppoſition that he made to the 


church of Chriſt before the riſe of Antichriſt, was 
incipally *of two ſorts; It was cither by corrupting 


pri 
the church of Chriſt with hereſies, or by new 'endea- 


vours to reſtore Paganiſm. 1 


.) I would obſerve, that after the deſtruction of the 


Heathen» Roman empire, Satan infeſted the church 
with herefics. Though there had been fo. glorious a 
work of God in delivering the church from her Hea- 


then perſecutors, and overthrowing the Heathen em- 


pire ; yet the days of the church's travail not beipg 
ended, and the ſet time of her proſperity not being yet 
come, as being what was to ſucceed the fall of Anti- 
chriſt, therefore the peace and proſperity which the 
church enjoyed in Conſtantine's time, was but very 


| ſhort: it was a reſpite, which gave the church a time of 


peace and filence; as it were, for half an hour, wherein 
the four angels held the. four winds from'blowing, till 
the ſervants of God ſhould be ſealed in their foreheads. 


But the church ſoon began to be preatly infeſted with 


hereſies; the two principal, and thoſe which did _ 
| ; e 
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infeſt the church, were the Arian and Pelagian here- 
en: n c e n 
The Arians began ſoon after Conſtantine came to the 
throne. They denied the doctrine of the Trinity, and 
the divinity of Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, and main- 
tained, that they were but mere creatures. This here- 
ſy increaſed more and more in the church, and prevail- 
ed like a flood, which threatened to overflow all, and 
entirely to carry away the church, inſomuch that before 
that age was out, that is, before the fourth century af- 
ter Chriſt was finiſhed, the greater part of the Chri- 
ſtian church were become Arians. There were ſome 
emperors, the ſucceſſors of Conſtantine, who were A- 
rians 3 ſo that the Arians being the prevailing - party, 
and having the civil authority on their ſide, did raiſe 
a great perſecution againſt the true church of Chriſt; ' 
ſo that this hereſy might well be compared to a flood 
out of the mouth of the ſerpent, which threatened to 
overthrow all, and quite carry away the woman. = 
The Pelagian hereſy aroſe. in the beginning of the 
next century. It began by one Pelagius, who was born 
in Britain: his Britiſh name was Morgan. He denied. 
original fin, and the influence of the Spirit of God in 
converſion, and held the-power of free will, and many 
other things of like. tendency ; and this hereſy did for 
a while greatly infeſt the church. Pelagius's principal 
antagoniſt, who- wrote in defence of the orthodox faith 
was St Auguſtin, - | ag 
(2) The other kind of oppoſition which Satan made 
againſt the church, was in his endeavours to re- 
ſtore Paganiſm. And his firſt attempt to reſtore it 
in the Roman empire, was by Julian the apoſtate. 
Julian was nephew to- Conſtantine the Great. When 
Conſtantine died, he left his empire to his three 
ſons; and when they were dead, Julian the apoſtate 
reigned in their ſtead. He had been a profeſſed Chri- 
ſtian; but he fell from Chriſtianity, and turned Pagan; 
and therefore is called the apaſtate. When he came to 
the throne, he uſed his utmoſt endeavours to overthrow 
the Chriſtian church, and ſet up Paganiſm again in the 
empire. He put down the Chriſtian magiſtrates, and 
ſet up Heathens in their room: he rebuilt the Heathen 
temples, and ſet up the Heathen warſhip in the —_— 
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became a moſt notorious perſecutor of the Chri- 
„and, as is thought, againſt his own light: he uſed 
Chriſt, by way of reproach, the Gatilean. He 
killed with a lance in his wars with the Perſians, 
he ſaw that he was mortally wounded, he took 
ful of his blood, and threw it up towards hea- 

out, Thou haſt overcome, O Galilean, 
And he 5s commonly thought mne to have com- 
—— — ped roſt Pagan- 
way that Satan attem to reſtore: 
— cp was by the invaſions and con- 
queſts of Hedthen nations," For in this ſpace of time 
that we are upon, the Goths and Vandals, and other 
Heathen barbarous nations, that dwelt in the north of 
the Roman empire, invaded the empire, and obtained 
great conqueſts, and even over. ran the empire, and in 
the fifth century took the city of Rome, and finally ſub- 
dued and conquered, and took poſſeſſion of the Weſtern 
2 as it was called, or the weſtern half of the em · 
ire, and divided it amongſt them; divided it into ten 
doms, with which began the ten horns of the 
. beaſt; for we are told, that the ten horns are ten 
kings, who ſhould riſe in the latter part of the Roman 
empire: theſe are alſo repreſented by the ten toes of 
Nebuchadnezzar's image. The invaſion and conqueſts 
of theſe Heathen nations are 4 — to be — in 
the 8th r of Revelation, in what came to paſs 
under the founding of the four firſt trumpets. ' Now 
theſe nations, who now took poſſeſſion of the Weſtern 
empire, were Heathens; ſo that by their means Hea- 
theniſm was again for a while reſtored re it had been 
— — for the oppoſition of Sa fe the fu 
| much for t tan again c 
ceſs of the goſpel during this ſpace before Ge riſe of 
Antichriſt. I proceed, 

2. To ſhow what ſucceſs there was of the — in 
this ſpace, notwithſtanding this oppoſition. 

(1) I would obſerve, that the oppoſition of Satan in 
thoſe things was baffled. Though the dragon caſt out 
of his mouth ſuch a flood after the woman to carry her 
away, yet he could not obtain his deſign ; but the earth 
helped the woman, and opened her mouth, and ſwal- 
tacks & the flood which the dragon caſt out of - 
f mou 
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mouth. Theſe hereſies, Which for a while ſo much 
prevailed, yet after a while dwindled away, and ortho- 
doxy Was again reſtored: and his attempt by Julian was 
baffled at his death.” 

(2) The poſpel, during this ſpace of time; was fur- 
ther propagated amongii many barbarous Heathen na- 
tions in the confines of the Roman empire. In the 
time of Conſtantine there was a conſiderable propaga- 
tion of the goſpel in the Eaſt Indies, chiefly by the mi- 
niſtry of one Frumentius. Great numbers of the 2 
rians, an Heathen people, were converted to Chriſtiani- 
ty by a Chriſtian woman of eminent piety, whom they 
had taken captive, And ſome account is given of ſe- 
veral other bacbarous nations who were not within the 
Roman empire, that great numbers of them were 
brought to receive the goſpel by the teaching and ex; 
ample of captives whom they had taken in war. And af- 
ter this, about the year of Chriſt 372, the goſpel was 
propagated among the barbarous people that dwelt in 
Arabla as it was alſo among ſome of the northern na- 
tions 3 particularly x prince of the country of the Goths 
about this time became Chri!'ian; and a great number 
of his people with him. I owards the latter end of this 
century, the goſpel was alſo further propagated among 
the Perſians, and alſo the Scythians, a barbarous people, 
that the apoltle mentions in Col. ili. 1 1. een 
% Scythian, bond nor free.“ | 

And after this, about the year 430, there was a re- 
markable converſion of a Heathen people, called 2% 
Burgundians, to the Chriſtian faith. About the ſame 
time, in this age, the goſpel began to be propagated in 
Ireland; and the trith? who till now had been Heathen; 
began to receive the Chrittian faith. About the ſame 
time it was further propagated among ſome barbarous 
people in Scotland, and alſo in ſome other places. In 
the next century to this, one Zathus, a Heathen king, 
—— ruled over 4 people called the Colthians, was 

ught to renounce his Heatheniſm, and to embrace 
— hriſtian religion. Several other barbarous nations 
are recorded to have renounced Heatheniſm and em- 
braced "Chriſtianity about this time, that 1 cannot ſland 
to mention. 

Thus I have briefly confidere the princignk events of 

m providence 
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pn which concern the ſucceſs of the goſpel of l 
riſt from Conſtantine to the riſe of Antichriſt. | 
diy, I come now to the ſecond part of the time from 
Conſtantine to the deſtruction of Antichfiſt, viz, that 
which reaches from the riſe of Antichriſt to the refor- 
mation by Luther and others, And chis is the darkeſt 
and moit- diſmal day that ever the Chriſtian church 
__ ſaw, and probably the darkeſt that ever it will ſee. The 
time of the church's affliction and perſecution; as was 
obſerved before, is from Chriſt's reſurrection till the de- | 
ſiruftion of Antichriſt, excepting what the day is, as it 
were; ſhortened by ſome intermiſſions and times of re- | 
ſpite, which God gives for the elect's fake. But this 
time, from the riſe of Antichriſt till the Reformation, 
was à ſpace wherein the Chriſtian church was in its | 
reateſt depth of depreſſion, and its darkeſt time of all, | 
I be true church in this ſpace; was for many hundred 7 
years in a liate of great obſcurity, like the woman in 
the wilderneſs : indeed ſhe was almoſt hid from fight 
and obſervation. In ſpeaking of the events of this ſpace 
of time, I would, 1. Take notice of the great machi- 
nations and works of the devil againſt the kingdom of 
Chriſt during this time; 2. How the church of Chrilt | 
was 1 uring this time. ten f et, 
1. I would take notice of the great works of the de- | 
vil againſt the kingdom of Chriſt during this time. Sa- 
tan had done great things againſt the Chriſtian church | 
MM before, but had been baffled once and again. Michael | 
| and his; angels had obtained a glorious victory. How | 
terrible was his oppoſition during the continuance of | 
the Heathen empire; and how glorious was*Chrili's | 
victory and triumph over him in the time of Conſtan- 
tine 1 It pleaſed God now to prepare the way for 4 yet | 
: more glorious victory over him, to ſuffer him to renew 
his ſtrength, and to do the utmoſt that his power and 
ſubtilty can help bim to; and therefore he ſuffers him | 
to have a long time to lay his ſchemes, and to eſtabliſh 
his intereſt, and make his matters ſtrong; and ſuffers 
him to carry his deſigns a great length indeed, almoſt | 
to the ſwallowing up of his church; and to exerciſe a 
high, and proud, and almoſt uncontrouted dyminion, 
in the world, a long time before Chriſt finally conquers, 
und ſubdues, and utterly ruins his viſible kingdom . | 
df #3145. 4p 6 2-42 . 4 1 carth, 
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earth, as he will do in the time of the deſtruchion of 
Antichriſt : thus 'gloriouſly triumphing, over him, af- 
ter he has done the utmoſt. that his, power and ſubrilty 
can extend to, and ſhowing that he is above him, after 
* has dealt moſt proudly, and lifted himſelf higheſt of 
all. 4 TE 20 p 
The two great works of the devil which he in this 
ſpace of time wrought againſt the kingdom of Chriſt, 
are his creating his Antichriſtian and Mahomeran king- 
doms, which have been, and ſtill are, two kingdoms of 
great extent and ſtrength, both together ſwallowing up 
the ancient Roman empire; the kingdom of Antichriſt 
ſwallowing up the Weſtern empire, and Satan's Maho- 
metan kingdom the Eaſtern empire. As the fcriptures 
in the book of Revelation repreſent it, it is in the de- 
ſtruction of theſe that the glorious victory of Chriſt, 
at the introduction of the glorious times of the church, 
will mainly conſiſt. And here let us briefly obferve 
how Satan erects and maintains theſe two great king - 
doms af his in oppoſition to the kingdom of Chriſt. 
* (.) With reſpect to the kingdom of Antichriſt, 
of This ſeems to be the maſter-piece of all, the contrivances 
iſt of the devil againſt the kingdom of Chriſt, and is evi- 
| dently ſo. ſpoken of in ſcripture,” and therefore Anti- 
bs A e man of ſin, or that man of ſin, 2 Theſ. ii. 5 
wg 3. He is ſo called emphatically, as though he were ſo 5 
ch eminently, So he is called Antichriſt, which ſignifies 
ar the opponent or adverſary of Chriſt. Not that he is 
ior the only opponent of Chriſt; there were many others 
of beſides him,. The Apoſtle John obſerves, that in his 


K 


8 2 S KLSP 


105 days there were many Antichriſts. But yet this is call- 
n- ed the Antichrift, as though there were none but he, 
vet becauſe he was ſo eminently, and above all others. 80 


*W this contrivance of the devil, is called the myſtery of © 
"rl iniguity, 2 Theſ. ii. 7. And we find no enemy of Chritt 
im one half ſo much ſpoken of in the prophecies of Reve- 
th lation as this; and the deſtruction of no enemy is ſpo- 
* ken of as ſo glorious and happy for the church. The 
oft craft and ſubtilty of the devil, above all appears in this 


wh work of his; as might be ſhown, were it not that it 
Mm, would conſume roo much time. : 8 8 ACK 
rs, This is a contrivance of the devil to turn the miniſtry 


on of the Chriſtian church into a miniſtry of the devil, 
| Ih . m2 and 
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and to turn theſe er the churches into fallen angels, 
and ſo into devils. And in the tyranny, and ſuperſtition, 
and idolatry, and perſecution, which he ſets up, he con- 
trives to make an image of ancient Paganiſm, and more 
than to reſtore what was loit in the empire by the over. 
throw of Paganiſm in the time of Conſtantine : ſo that 
by theſe means the head of the beait, which was wound- 
ed unto death in Contantine, has his deadly wound 
healed in Antichri/ll, Rev. xiii. 3. Aud the dragon, 
that formerly reigned in the Heathen Roman empire, 
being caſt out thence, after the beaſt with ſeven heads 
and ten horns riſes up out of the ſea, gives him his power, 
and ſeat, and great authority; and all the world won- 
ders after the beaſt. ie 
I am far from pretending to determine the time when 
the reign of Antichriſt began, which is a point that has 
been ſo much controverted among divines and expoſi - 
tors. It is certain that the 1260 days, or years, which 
are ſo often in ſcripture mentioned as the time of the 
continuance of Antichri'l's reign, did not commence 
before the year of Chri't 479; becauſe if they did, they 
would have ended, and Antichriſt would have fallen 
before now, But I ſhall not. pretend to determine pre- 
ciſely how long it was after this that that period began. 
The riſe: of Antichriſt was gradual. The Chriſtian 
church corrupted itfelf in many things preſently after 
Conſtantine's time, growing more and more ſuperſti 
tious in its worſhip, by degrees bringing in many cere- 
monies into the worſhip of God, till at length they 
brought in the worſhip of ſaints, and ſet up images in 
their churches, and the clergy in general, and eſpecial - 
ly the biſhop of Rome, aſſumed more and more autho- 
rity to himſelf, In the primitive times he was only a 
miniſter of a congregation; then a ſtanding moderator 
of a preſbytery; then a dioceſan biſnop; then a mętro · 
politan, which is equivalent to an archbiſhop; then he 
was a patriarch; then afterwards he claimed the power 
of univerſal biſhop over the whole Chriſtian church 
through the world; wherein he was oppoſed for a while, 
but afterwards was confirmed in it by the civil power of 
the Emperor in the year 606. After that he claimed 
the power of a temporal prince; and ſo was wont to 
carry two ſwords, to ſignify that both the temporal and 
Nas | W991 ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual ſword was his; and claimed more and more 


— till at length he, as Chriſt's vicegerent on 
earth, claimed the very ſame power that Chriſt would 
have, if he was preſent on earth, and reigned on his 
throne, or the fame power that belongs to God; and 
uſed to be called God on earth; and uſed to be ſubmitted 
to by all the princes of Chriſtendom, He claimed 
2 to crown princes, and to degrade them at his plea- 
re; and this power was owned : and it came to that, 
that kings and emperors uſed to kiſs his feet. The em- 
rors were wont to receive their crowns at his hands, 
and princes were wont to dread the diſpleaſure of the 
Pope, as they would dread a thunderbolt from heaven; 
for if the Pope was pleaſed to excommunicate a prince, 
all his ſubjects were at once freed from their allegiance 
to him; yea, and obliged not to own him any more, on 
pain of excommunication; and not only 10, but any 
man might kill him where-ever he. found him. And 
further, the Pope was believed to have power to damn 
men at pleaſure; for whoever died under his excom- 
munication, was looked upon as certainly damned. 
And ſeveral emperors were actually depoſed, and eject- 
ed, and died miſerably by his means; and if the people 
of any ſtate or kingdom did not pleaſe him, he had 
power to lay that ſtate or kingdom under an interdict, 
which was a ſentence pronounced by the Pope againſt 
that ſtate or kingdom, whereby all ſacred adminiſtra- 


tions among them could have no validity. 'There could 


be no valid baptiſms, or facraments, or prayers, or 
preaching, or pardons, till that interdict was taken off; 
fo that that people remained, in their apprehenſion, in a 
miſerable, damnable ſtate, and therefore dreaded it as 


they would a ſtorm of fire and brimſtone from heaven. 


And in order to execute his wrath on a prince or peo- 


ple with whom the Pope was diſpleaſed, other princes 
mult alſo; be put to a gread deal of trouble and expence. 
And as the Pope and his clergy robbed the people of 
their ecclefiaſtical and civil liberties and privileges, ſo 
they alſo robbed them of their eſtates, and drained all 
Chriſtendom of their money, and ingroſſed the moſt 
of their riches into their own coffers, by their vaſt re- 


. venues, belides pay for pardons and, indulgences, bap- 


tiſms and extreme unctions, deliverance out of purga- 


SY 
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v | | 
tory, and an hundred other things Sce how well 
this agrees with the prophecies,” 2 Theſ. ii. 3. 4. Dan 
vii. 20. 21. Rev. xiii, 6. 7. and chap. xvii. 3. 4. 
During this time alſo ſaperftition and ignorance more 
and more prevailed. The holy ſeriptures by degrees 
were taken out of the hands of the laity, the better to 
ere the unſcriptural and wicked; deſigna of the 
ope and the clergy; and inſtead of promoting know- 
| ledge among the people, they induſtriouſſy promoted 
jgnorance. It was a received maxim among them, That 
ignorance is the mother of devotion: and ſo great was 
the darkneſs” of thoſe times, that leaxning was almoſt 
extinct in the world. The very prieſts themſelves, moſt 
of them, were burbarouſly ignorant as to any com- 
mendable tearrin;;,/ or any other knowledge, than their 


holliſh craft in oppreſſing and tyrannizing over the ſquls 


of the paople. The ſuperſtition and wickedneſs of the 
church. of Rome, kept growing worſe and worſe till 
the very time of the Reformation; and the whole Chri- 


ſtian world were led away into this great defection, ex- 


cepting the remains of the Chriſtian church in the Ea- 
ſtern empire that had not been utterly overthrown by 
the Turks, as the Greek church, and ſome others, 
which were alſo ſunk into great darkneſs and groſs ſu- 
perſtition, excepting alſo thoſe few that were the le 
of God, who are repreſented by the woman in the 
hereafter. | | 0 ei 

_ © 'This is one of thoſe two great. kingdoms which the 
devil in this period erected in oppotitian to the king- 


wilderneſs, and God's two witnefles, of which more 


dom of Chriſt, and was the greateſt and chief. I come | 


DOW, & l 


. (2) To ſpeak of the other, the ſecond, which js im 


many reſpects like unto it, viz. his Mahometan king- 
dom, which is another great kingdom of mighty power 
and vaſt extent, ſet up by Satan againſt the kingdom of 
Chriſt : he ſer this up in the Eaſtern empire, as he did 
that of Antichriſt in the Weſtern. CN 114-489 


Mahomet was born in the year of Chriſt 570, in A- 
rabia. When he was about forty years of age, he be- 


gan to give forth that he was the great prophet of God, 
and began to teach his new - invented religion, of which 
lie was to be worſhipped as the head next under God. 


He | 
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He e publiſhed his Alcoran, which he pretended he re- 


ceived from the angel Gabriel ;, and being a ſubtle craf - 


ty man, and poſſeſſed of conſiderable wealth, and li- 


ving among a people who were very ignorant, and great- 
ly divided in their opinions of religious matters, by ſub- 
tlety, and fair promiſes of a ſenfual paradiſe, he gained 
a number to be his followers, and ſet up for their - 
prince, and propagated his religion by the ſword, and 
made it meritorious of paradiſe to fight for him. 
phich means his party grew, and went on fighting ti 
they conquered and brought ever the neighbouring 
countries; and ſo his party gradually grew till they o- 
ver ran a great part of the world. Firſt, the Saracens, 
who were ſome of his followers, and were a people of 
the country of Arabia, where Mahomet lived, about the 
year 700, began dreadfully to waſte the Roman empire. 
over-ran a great many countries belonging to the 
ele, and continued their conqueſts for a long time. 
Theſe are ſuppoſed to be meant by the locuſts that we 
read of in the th chapter of Revelation 
And chen after this the Turks, who were adainally 
another people, different from the Saracens, but were 
followers of Mahomet, conquered all-the Eaſtern em- 
pire. They began their empire about the year of Chriſt 
1296 and began to invade. Europe 1300, aud took Con- 
ſtantinople, and ſo became maſters of all the Eaſtern 
empire in the year 1453, which is near three hundred 
years ago. And thus all thoſe cities and countries 
where were thoſe famous churches of old, chat we read 
of in . the New Teſtament, as Jeruſalem, Antioch, E- 


: | pheſus, Corinth, &c. now all became ſubject: ro the 


g Turks. And they took poſſeſſion of Conſtantinople, 
K which was named after Gon ſtantine the Great, being 
made by him the head city of the Roman empire, 
whereas Rome had been till then. Theſe are ſuppoſed 
N to be propheſied of by the horſemen in the gth chapter 
, of Revelation, beginning with the 15th verſe, And 
the remains of the Chriſtians that are in thoſe parts of 
the world, who are moſtly of the Greek church, are 
in miſerable flayery under theſe Turks, and treated with 
a great deal of barbarity and cruelty, and are become 
moſtly very ignorant and ſuperſtitious. 
Thus I have ſhown what great works of Satan were 
stil wrought 


— —— — rr, ——_— — 


4 


— ————̃ Z1.— —ꝛ—ꝓ•— — — — -U ] Vim — — 
* r 
. 
= - 
— 


0. 4 HISTORY of Period it. 


vrought during this ſpace of time in oppoſition to the 


kingdom of Chriſt. ' 
2 I come now to ſhow how the church of Chriſt was 


upheld through this dark time. And here, 


(1) It is to be obſerved, that towards the former part 
of this ſpace of time, ſome of the nations of Chriſten- 


dom held out a long time before they complied with the 


corruptions and ufſurpations of the church of Rome. 


Though all the world wondered after the beaſt,” yet all 


. 


nations did not fall in at once. Many of the principal 
corruptions of the church of Rome were brought in 


with a great deal of ſtruggle and oppoſition; and parti - 
cularly, when the Pope gave out, that he was univerſal 
biſhop, many churches greatly oppoſed him in it; and 


it was a long time before they would yield to his exor- 
bitant claims. And ſo, when the b of images wax 


. firſt brought into the churches, there were many who 


greatly oppoſed it, and long held out againſt it. And 
o with reſpect to other corruptions of the church of 
Rome. Thoſe people that dwelt nearer to the city of 
Rome complied ſooner, but ſome that were more re- 
mote, were a long time before they could be induced to 
put their necks under the yoke: and nyt eccle- 
tiaſtical | hiſtory gives an account, that it was ſo with 
great part of the churches in England, and Scotland, 
and France, who retained the. ancient purity, of doc- 
trine and worſhip much longer than many others who 
were neater thg chief ſeat of Antichriſt. Oe, ATR 

(2) In every age of this dark time, there appeared 
buen g perſons in all parts of Chriſtendom, who 

re a teſtimony againſt the eorruptions and tyranny of 
the church of Rome. There is no one age of Anti- 
chriſt, even in the darkeſt times of all, but eecleſiaſti- 
cal hiſtorians mention great many by name who mani- 
feſted an abhorrence of the Pope, and his idolatrous 


 worthip, and pleaded for the ancient purity of doctrine 


and worſhip. God was pleaſed to maintain an uninter- 
rupted ſueceſſion of witneſſes through the whole time, 


in Germany, France, Britain, and other countries; as 


hiſtorians demonſtrate, and mention them by name, 
and give an account of the teſtimony whick they held. 


Many of them were private perſons, and many of them 


miniiters, and ſome magiſtrates, and perſons of ęreat 
| diſtinétion. 
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| of * 
dittinftion, And there were numbers in every age who 
were perſecuted and put to death for this teſtimony. 

(3) Beſides theſe particular perſons diſperſed here and 
there, there was a certain people, called the Valden ſes, who 
lived ſeparate from all the reſt of the world, who kept 
themſelves pure, and conſtantly bore a teſtimony againſt 
the church of Rome through all this dark- time. The 
place where they dwelt was the Vaudois, or the five val- 
leys of | Piedmont, a very mountainous country, be- 
tween Italy and France. The place where they lived 
was compaſſed about with thoſe exceeding high moun- 
tains called the Alps, which were almoſt impaſſable. 
The paſſage. over theſe mountainous deſert countries, 
was 10 difficult, that the valleys where this people dwelt 
were almoſt inacceſſible. There this people lived for 
many ages, as it were, alone, in a ſtate of ſeparation 
from all the world, having very little to do with any 
other people. And there they ſerved God in the an- 
cient purity of his worſhip, and never ſubmitted to the 


church of Rome, This place in this deſert moun- 


tainous country, probably was the place eſpecially 
meant in the 12th chapter of Revelation, 6th verſe, as 


the place prepared of God for tlie woman, that they 


ſhould feed her there during the reign of Antichriſt. 
Some of the Popiſh writers themſelves own, that that 


people never ſubmitted to the church of Rome. One 


of the Popiſh writers, ſpeaking of the Waldenſes, ſays, 
The hereſy of the Waldenſes is the oldeſt hereſy in the 
world, It .is ſuppoſed that this people firſt betook 
themſelves to this deſert ſecret place among the moun- 
tains, to hide themſelves from the ſeverity of the Hea- 
then perſecutions which were before Conſtantine the 


Great. And thus the woman fled into the wilderneſs 


from the face of the ſerpent, Rev, xii. 6. And ſo, verſ. 14. - 
% And to the woman were given two wings of a great 
* eagle, that ſhe might fly into the wilderneſs, into her 
place: where ſhe is nouriſhed for a time, and times, 
© and half a time, from the face of the ſerpent.” And 
the people being ſettled there, their poſterity continued 
there from age to age afterwards : and being, as it were, 
by natural walls, as well as by God's grace, 98 

from the reſt of the world, never partook of the o- 


verflowing corruption. 2 Ms 
wa N n | Theſe 
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- "Theſe eſpecially were thoſe virgins who were not de. 

filed with the reſt of women, or when other women 
proftituted themſelves and were defiled ; but they kept 
themſelves pure for Chriſt alone : they followed the 
Lamb, their ſpiritual huſband, whitherſoever he went : 
they follewed him into this hideous wilderneſs, Rev. 
'Aiv. 4. $.-—— Their doQrine and their worſhip, as 
there ſtill remain accounts of them, appear to be the 
fame with the Proteſtant doctrine and worſhip; and by 
the confeflion of Popiſh writers, they were a people re- 
markable for the ſtrictneſs of their lives, for charity and 
other Chriſtian virtues, They lived imexternal p 


in this hideous country; but they choſe this rather 
por ons cr pe with the great corruptions of the reſt 


of the worl 7 

_ » 'They living in ſo ſecret a place, it was a long time be- 
fore they ſeem to have been much taken notice of by 
the Romaniſts; but at laſt falling under obſervation, 
they went out in mighty armies againſt them, and fell 
upon them with infariak e cruelty, barbarouſly maſſa- 
cring and putting to death men, women, and children, 
with all imaginable tortures ; and ſo continued perſe- 
cuting them with but little intermiſſion for ſeveral hun- 
dred years ; by which means many of them were driven 
out of their old habitations in the valleys of Piedmont, 
and fled intq all parts of Europe, carrying with them 
their doctrine, to which many were brought over. 50 
their perſecutors could not by all their cruelties extirpate 
the church of God; ſo fulfilling his- word, * that the 

% gates of hell ſhould not prevail againſt it.” 
(4) Towards the latter part of this dark time, ſeve- 
ral noted divines openly appeared to defend the truth, 
and bear teſtimony againſt the corruptions of the 
church of Rome, and had many followers. The firſt 
and principal of theſe was a certain Engliſh divine, 
whoſe name was Jahn Wickliff, who appeared about 140 
years before the Reformation, and ſtrenuoufly oppoſed 
the Papiſh religion, and taught the ſame doctrine that 
the Reformers afterwards did, and had many followers 
in England. He was hotly perſecuted in his lifetime, 
died in peace; and after he was buriedy his 
nes were dug up by his perſecutors, and burnt. His 


followers remained in conſiderable numbers in * 
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till the Reformation, and were cruelly perſecuted, and 
multitudes put to death for their religion. o b 
Wickliff had many diſciples and followers, not only 
in England, but in other parts of Europe, whither his 
books were carried; and particularly in Bohemia, a- 

whom were two eminent divines, the name of one 
was ln Huſs, the other's name was Ferom, a divine be · 
longing to Prague, the chief city of Bohemia. Theſe 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the church of Rome, and had ma- 
ny who adhered to them. They were both burnt by 
the Papifts for their doctrine; and their followers in 
Bohemia were cruelly perſecuted, but never extirpated 
till the Reformation, | IEC Lav ee 
Thus having gone through this dark time: of the 
church, which is the ſecond part of the ſpace from 
Conſtantine the Great to the deſtruction of Antichriſt, 
come now, | | ö 
Zaly, To the third part, viz. that which begins with 
the Reformation, and reaches to the preſent time. 
And here I would, 1. Speak of the Reformation itſelf y 
2: The oppoſition which the devil has made to the Re- 
formed church; 3. What ſucceſs there has lately been 
of thengoſpel in one place and another; 4. What the 
ſtate of things is now in the world with regard to the 
church of Chriſt, and the ſucceſs of his purchaſe. 
1. Here the firſt thing to be taken notice of is the 
Reformation. This was begun about 220 years ago: 
firſt in Saxony in Germany, by the preaching of 
tin Luther, who, being ſtirred in his ſpirit, to fee the 
horrid practices of the Popiſh clergy, and having ſer 
himſelf diligently to inquire after truth; by the ſtudy of 
the holy ſcriptures, and the writings of the ancient fa- 
thers of the church, very openly and boldly decried 
the corruptions and uſurpations of the Romiſh church 
in his preaching and writings, and had ſoon a great 
number that fell in with him; among whom was the 
EleQor of Saxony, the ſovereign prince of the country 
to which he belonged. This greatly alarmed the church 
of. Rome; and it did as it were rally all its force to op- 
poſe him and his doctrine, and fierce wars and perſecu- 
tions y ere raiſed againſt it: but yet it went on by the 
labours of Luther, and Melancthon in Germany, and 
Zuinglius — and other eminent — 
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who were cotemporary with Luther, and fell in with 
him; and particularly Calvin, who appeared ſomething 
after the beginning of the Reformation, but was one 
of the moſt eminent Reformers. [pt | 
Many of the princes of Germany ſoon fell in with 
the Reformed religion, and many otlrer ſtates and king- 
doms in Europe, as England, Scotland, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Norway, great part of France, Poland, Lithua- 


nia, Switzerland, and the Low Countries. So that it is 
thought, that heretofore about half Chriſtendom were 


of the Proteſtant religion; though, fince, the Papiſts 
have gained ground: ſo that the Proteſtants now have 
not ſo great a proportion. | | 

Thus God began gloriouſly to revive his church a- 
gain, and advance the kingdom of his Son, after ſuch 
a diſmal night of darkneſs as had been before from the 
riſe of Antichriſt to that time. There had been many 
endeavours uſed by the witneſſes for the truth for a re- 
formation before. But now, when God's appointed 
time was come, his work was begun, and went on with 
a ſwift and wonderful progreſs; and Antichriſt, who 
had been riſing higher and higher from his very firſt 
beginning till that time, was ſwiftly and ſuddenly 
brought down, and fell half-way towards utter ruin, 
and never has been able to riſe agdin to his former height, 
A certain very late expofitor (Mr Lowman), who explains 
the five firſt vials in the 16th chapter of Revelation, 
with greater probability perhaps than any who went be- 
fore him, explains the fifth vial, which was poured out 
on the. ſeat of the beaſt, of what came to paſs in the Re- 
formation; explaining the four preceding vials of cer- 
tain great judgements God brought on the, Popiſh do- 
minions before the Reformation. It is ſaid, Rev. xvi. 
10. that “ the fifth angel poured out his vial on the 


„ ſeat of the beaſt;“ in the original, it is the throne of 


the beaſt; and his kingdom was full of darkneſs, 
« and they gnawed their tongues for pain, and blaſ- 
% phemed the God of heaven becauſe of their pains 
% and their ſores, and repented not of their deeds.” He 
poured out his vial upon the throne of the beaſt, i. e. 


on the authority and dominion of the Pope: ſo the 


word throne is often uſed in ſcripture; ſo 1 Kings i. 37 
As the Lord hath been with my lord the king, _ 
| | 60 
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1 ſo be he with Solomon, and make his throne greater 
« than the throne of my lord King David;“ i. e. make 
his dominion and authority greater, and his kingdom 
more glorious. . et! 

But now, in the Reformation, the vials of God's 
wrath were poured out on the throne of the beaſt. His 
throne was terribly ſhaken and diminiſhed. The Pope's 
authority and dominion was greatly diminiſhed, both-as 
to the extent and degree. He loſt, as was ſaid before, 
about half his dominions. And beſides, fince the Re- 
formation, the Pope has loſt great part of that autho- 
rity, even in the Popiſh dominions, which he had be- 
fore, He is not regarded, and his power is dreaded. in 
no meaſure as it was wont to be. The powers of Eu- 
rope have learned not to put their necks under the 
Pope's feet, as formerly they were wont to do. So that 
he is as a lion that has loſt his teeth, in compariſon of 
what he was once. And when the Pope and his clergy, 
enraged to ſee their authority ſo diminiſhed at the Re+ 
formation, laid their heads together, and joined their 
forces to deſtroy the Reformation'; their policy, which 
was wont to ſerve them ſo well, failed; and they found 
their kingdom full of darkneſs, fo that they could do 
nothing, any more than the Egyptians, who roſe not 
from their ſeats for three days. The Reformed church 
was defended as Lot and the angels were in Sodom, by 
ſmiting the Sodomites with darkneſs or blindneſs, that 
they could not find the door. God then fulfilled that 
in Job v. 11. &c. © To' ſet up on high thoſe that be 
“ low; that thoſe which mourn may be exalted to ſafety. 
« He diſappointeth the devices of the crafty, ſo that 
ce their hands cannot perform their enterpriſe. He ta- 
“ keth the wiſe in their own craftineſs: and the couuſel 
6 of the froward is carried headlong. They meet with 
„ darkneſs in the day-time, and grepe-in the noon-day 
“as in the night, But he ſaveth the poor from the 
« ſword, from their mouth, and from the hand of the 
«© mighty.” | 92 

Thoſe proud enemies of God's people being ſo diſ- 
appointed, and finding themſelves ſo unable to uphold 
their own dominion and authority, this made them as 
it were to gnaw their tongues for pain, or bite their 
tongues for mere rage. | | 5 28 
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2. I proceed therefore to ſhow what oppoſition hay 

been made to this ſucceſs of Chriſt's purchaſe by the 
Reformation by Satan and his adherents ; obſerving, as 
we go along, how far they have been baffled, and how 
far have been ſucceſsful. 


The © ion which Satan has made againſt the 
brides | ena has been principally of the following 
kinds, viz. that which was made, 1. by a general coun- 
eil of the church of Rome; 2. by ſecret plots and de · 
vicesz 3. by open wars and invaſions ; 4. by cruel op- 
and perſecution z and, 5. by bringing in cor- 

rupt opinions. 6 ä N 
' (1) The firſt oppoſition that I ſhall take notice of is 
that which was made by the clergy of the church of 
Rome uniting together in a general council. This was 
the famous council of Trent, which the Pope called a 
little while after the Reformation. In that council, 
there met together fix cardinals, thirty-two archbiſhops, 
two hundred and twenty-eight bithops, befides innume- 
rable others of the Romiſh clergy. This council, in all 
their ſittings, including the times of intermiſſion be- 
tween their fittings, was held for twenty - five years to- 
Their main buſineſs all this while was to con- 
ceft meaſures for eſtabliſhing the church of Rome a+ 
gainſt the Reformers, and for deftroying the Reforma- 
tion. But it proved that they were not able to perform 
their enterpriſe. - The Reformed church) notwithftand- 
ing their holding ſo great a council, and for ſo long a 
time together againſt it, remained, and remains till, 
80 chat the counſel of the froward is carried headlong, 
and their kingdom is full of darkneſs, and they weary 
themſelves to find the door. + 1 
Tus the church of Rome, inſtead of repenting of 
their deeds, when ſuch clear light was held forth to 
them by Luther and other ſervants of God, the Re- 
formers, does, by general „ e council, perſiſt 
in their vile corruptions and wickedneſs, and obſtinate 
oppoſition to the kingdom of Chriſt. The doctrines 
and practices of the church of Rome, which were chief - 
condemned by the Reformed, were confirmed by the 
crees of their council; and the corruptions, in many 

reſpects, were . carried higher than ever before; 

they uttered blaſphemous reproaches and curſes 1 | 


_ * — IT — * 


the Reformed religion, and all the Reformed charc 
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was excommunicated. and anathematized by them; an- 
ſo, according to the prophecy, they blaſphemed God.” 


Thus God hardened their hearts, intending to deſtroy * 


(2) The Papiſts have often endeavoured to overthrow 
the Reformation by ſecret plots and conſpiracies. 80 
there were many plots againſt the life of Luther. 'The 
Papiſts were engaged in contriving to diſpatch him, and 
to put him out of their way; and he, as he was a very 
bold man, often very much expoſed himſelf in the = 
of Chriſt: but yet they were wonderfully prevented 
from hurting him, and he at laſt died in his bed in 
peace. And ſo there have been from time to time in- 
numerable ſchemes ſecretly laid for the overthrow of 
the Proteſtant religion; among which, that which 
ſeems to be moſt conſiderable, and which ſeemed to be 
the moſt likely to have taken effect, was that which was 
in the time of King James II. of land, which is 
within the memory of many of us. ere was at that 
time a ſtrong conſpiracy between the King of England 
and Lewis XIV. of France, who were both Papiſts, to 
extirpate the Northern hereſy, as they called the Prote- 
ſtant religion, not only out of England, but out of all 
Europe; and had laid their ſchemes ſo, that they ſeem- 
ed to be almoſt ſure of their purpoſe. They looked 
upon it, that if the Reformed religion were ſuppreſſed 
in the Britiſh realms, and in the Netherlands, which 
were the ſtrongeſt part, and chief defence of the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt, they ſnauld have caſy work with the 
reſt, And juſt as their matters ſeemed to be come to a 
head, and their enterpriſe ripe for execution, God, in 
his providence, ſuddenly daſhed all their ſchemes in 

ieces by the Revolution, at the coming in of King 
illiam and Queen Mary; by which all their defighs 
were at an end; and the Proteſtant intereſt was more 


ſtrongly eſtabliſhed, by the crown of England's being 
eſtabliſhed in the Proteſtant houſe of Hanover, and a 
Papiſt being, by the conſtitution of the nation, for ever 
rendered incapable of wearing the crown of En 

Thus they groped in darknefs at noon-day as in the 
night, and their hands could not perform their enter- 
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priſe, and their kingdom was full of darkneſs, and they 


gnawed their tongues for pain. | 

After this, there was a deep deſign laid to bring the 
ſame thing to paſs in the latter end' of Queen Anne's 
reign, by the bringing in of the- Popiſh pretender ; 


which was no leſs ſuddenly and totally baffled by divine. 
Providence; as the plots againſt the Reformation, by 


bringing in the pretender, have been from time to 
time. | 


7 The Reformation has often been oppoſed by o- 


— wars and invaſions. 80 in the beginning of the 
Reformation, the Emperor of Germany, to [ſuppreſs 

the Reformation, declared war with the Duke of Sa- 
xony, and the principal men who favoured and recei- 


ved Luther's doctrine. But they could not obtain their 


end; they could not ſuppreſs the Reformation, For 
the ſame end, the King of Spain maintained a long war 
with Holland and the Low Countries in the century be- 


fore laſt. But thoſe cruel wars iſſued greatly to the 


diſadvantage of the Romiſh church, as they occaſioned 
the ſetting up of one of the moſt powerful Proteſtant 
ſtates in Europe, which, next to Great Britain, is the 
chief barrier of the Proteſtant religion. And the de- 
ſign of the Spaniſh invaſion of England in _ Eliſa- 
beth's time, was to ſuppreſs and root out the-Reformed 
religion; and therefore they brought in their fleet all 
manner of inſtruments of cruelty wherewith to torture 
the Proteſtants who would not renounce the Proteſtant 
religion. But their deſign was totally baffled, and their 
mighty fleet in a great meaſure ruined. 

' (4) Satan has oppoſed the Reformation with cruel 
perſecutions. The perſecutions with which the Prote- 


ſtants in one kingdom and another have been perſecu- 


ted by the church of Rome, have in many reſpects. been 
far beyond any of the Heathen perſecutions which 
were before Conſtantine the Great, and beyond all that 
ever were before. 'So that Antichriſt. has proved the 


greateſt and crueleſt enemy to the church of Chriſt that 


ever was in the world, in this, as well as in all other re- 


ſpects; agreeable to the deſcription given of the church 
of Rome, Rev. xvii. G. And I ſaw the woman drunk- 
«. en with the blood of the ſaints, and with the blood 


* of the martyrs of Jeſus.” And, chap. xviii. 24. 
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And on her was found the blood of prophets; and of 


ne en 


< E. 5 


The Heathen perſecutions had been very dreadful : 


but now perſecution by the church of Rome was im- 
roved, and ſtudied, and cultivated, as an art or 
Elends. Such ways of afflicting and tormenting were 
found out, as are beyond the thought and invention of 
ordinary men, or men who are unſtudied in thoſe 
things, and beyond the invention of all former ages. 
And that perſecution might be managed the more ef- 
fectually, there were certain ſocieties of men eſtabliſhed 


in various parts of the Popiſh dominions, whoſe buſi- 


neſs it ſhould be to ſtudy, and improve, and practiſe 
perſecution in its higheſt perfection, which are thoſe 
ſocieties called the courts of inquiſition. A reading of the 


particular hiſtories of the Romiſh perſecution, and their 


courts of inquiſition, will give that idea which a few | 
words cannot expreſs. 

When the Reformation began, the, beaſt: with ſeven 
heads and ten horns began to rage in a dreadful man- 
ner. After the Reformation, the church of Rome re- 
newed its perſecution of the poor Waldenſes, and great 
multitudes of them were cruelly tortured and put to 
death. Soon after the Reformation, there were terrible 
perſecutions in various parts of Germany; and eſpecially 
in Bohemia, which laſted for thirty years together; in 
which ſo much blood was ſhed for the ſake of religion, 
that a certain writer compares it to the plenty of waters 
of the great rivers of Germany. The countries of Po- 
land, Lithuania, and Hungary, were in like manner 
deluged with Proteſtant blood, 

By means of theſe and other cruel 3 the 
Proteſtant religion was in a great meaſure ſuppreſſed in 
Bohemia, and the Palatinate, and Hungary, which be- 
fore were as it were Proteſtant countries. Thus was 
fulfilled what was foretold of che little horn, Dan. 
Vii, 20. 21. — and of the ten horns that were in his 
4 head, and of the other which came up, and before 
« whom three fell, even of that horn that had eyes, 
„ and a mouth that ſpake v Lare things, whoſe 
*« look was more ſtout than his fellows. I beheld, and 
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t them” And what was foretold of the 
beaſt having ſeven heads and ten horns, Rev. xiii. ). 
« And it was given unto him to make war with the 
4 ſaints, and to overcome them: and power was given 
„ him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” 
Alſo Holland and the other Low Countries were for 
many years a ſcene of nothing but the moſt aſſecting 
and amazing cruelties, being deluged with the blood of 
Proteſtants, under the mercileſs hands of the Spa- 
niards, to whom they were then in ſubjection. But in 
chis perſecution, the devil in a great meaſure failed of 
— nes in a great part of the Nether- 
ds caſting off the Spaniſh yoke, and ſetting up a 
wealthy and 1 Proteftant ſtate, to the great de- 
Fence of the Proteſtant cauſe ever ſince. ' 
Prance alſo is another country, which, fince the Re- 
formation, in ſome reſpects, perhaps more than any o- 
ther, has been a ſcene of dreadful cruelties ſuſſered by 
the Proteſtants there. After many cruelties had been 
exerciſed” towards the Proteſtants in that kingdom, 
there was begun a perſecution of them in the year 1571, 
in the reign of Charles IX. King of France. It began 
with a cruel maſſacre, wherein 704000 Proteſtants were 
ain in a few days time, as the King boaſted : and in 
ull this perſecution, he flew, as is ſuppaſed, 300,000 
martyrs. And it is reckoned, that about this time, 
within thirty years, there were martyred in this king» 
dom, for che Proteſtant religion, 39 princes, 148 
counts, 234 barons, 147;518 gentlemen and 760,000 
of the common people. LET abt LO 
But all theſe perſecutions were, for exquiſite cruel- 
ty, far exceeded by thoſe which followed in-the'reign 
of Lewis XIV. which indeed are ſuppoſed to exceed all 
others that ever have been; and being long continued, by 
reaſon of the long reign ef that king, almoſt wholly 
extirpated the Proteſtatit religion out of that kingdom, 
where had been before a multitude of famous Proteſtant 
churches all over the kingdom. Thus it was given to 
the beaſt to make war with the ſaints, and to overcome 


There was alſo a terrible perſecution in England in 
Queen Mary's time, wherein great numbers in all parts 
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thaugh the Proteſtant religion has been for the moſt 
part eſtabliſhed by law in England, yet there have been 
very ſevere perſecutions by the high-church men, wha 
lize in many things with the Papiſts. Such a pere 

cution was that which occaſioned our forefathers to flee. 
from their native country, and to come and ſettle in this 
land, which was then an hideous howling wilderneſs, 
And theſe perfecutions were continued with little i inter 
miſſion till King William came to the throne. 2 

Scotland has alſo been the ſcene, far many years io · 
gether, of cruelties and blood by the hands of hi he 
churchmen, ſuch as came very little ſhort of the Po- 
— perſecution in Queen Mary's days, and in many 

things much exceeded it, which continued _ they were 

-delivered. by King William. 

Ireland alſo has been as. it e e wich 
Proteftant blood. In the days of King Charles I. f 
England, above 200,900 Proteſtants were cruclly mur- 
dered in that kingdom in a few days; the Papiſts, by a 
ſecret agreement, riſing all over the kingdom at an ap- 
pointed time, intending to kill ey Proteſtant in the 
kingdom at once. 

Beſides theſe, there have been very cruel perſecutions 
in Italy, and Spain, and other places, which I ſhall not 

ooo ſtand to relate. 
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me, Thus did the devil, and his great miniſter Antichriſt, 

ing · rage with ſuch violence and cruelty againſt the church 

1 of Chriſt! and thus did the whore of Babylon make 

ooo BY herſelf drunk with the blood of the ſaints and martyrs 1 
$1 of Jeſus ! and thus, by theſe perſecutions, the Prote- ns 
nel - ſtant church has been much diminiſhed ! Yet with all 

vitn Jave they not been able to prevail; but ſtill the Prote | 

{ all MW ftant church is upheld, and Chriſt fulfils his promiſe, 

,by I that © the gates of hell ſhall. not prevail againſt his 

olly “ church.“ 


om, (5) The laſt kind of oppaſition that Satan has made 
um ic the Reformation is by corrupt opinions. Satan has 
n to oppoſed the light of the goſpel which ſhone forth in 
ome | the Reformation with many corrupt opinions, which 

he has brought in and propagated in the world Ry 
d in And here, in the firſt place, the firſt oppoſition of 
arts I] this kind was by raifing up the ſect of the Anabaptiſts, 
this, won ren or five years after the Refor- 
ugh O 0 2 mation 
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mation itſelf began. This ſect, as it firſt appeared in 
Germany, were vaſtly more extravigant than the pre- 


ſent Anabaptiſts are in England. They held a great 


many exceeding corrupt opinions. One tenet of theirs 
was, That there ought to be no civil authority, and fo 
that it was lawful to rebel againſt civil authority. And 
on this principle; they refuſed to ſubmit to magiſtrates, 
or any human laws; and gathered together in vaſt ar- 
mies, to defend themſelves againſt their civil rulers, and 
all Germany into i uproar, nnd ſo kept it for 
ome time. 

The next oppoſition of this kind to the Reformation 
was that which was made by enthuſiaſts. Thoſe are 


called enthuſiaſts who falſely pretend to be 3 by 


the Holy Ghoſt as the prophets were. Theſe bega 
Germany about ten years after Luther began the — 


mation; and there aroſe various ſects of them who 


were exceeding wild and extravagant. The followers 


of theſe are the akers in England, and other 
of the Britiſh * ͤ re 25 


The next to theſe were the enten who had their 


beginning chiefly in Poland, by the teaching of two 


men; the name of the one was Lelius Socinus, of the 
other, Fauſtus Socinus. They held, that Chriſt was a 
mere man, and denied Chriſt's ſatisfaction, and moſt of 
the fundamental doctrines of the Chriſtian religion. 
Their hereſy has ſince been greatly propagated among 
Proteftants in Poland, Geomanys: Holland, England, 


After theſe aroſe the Arminizas. Theſe firſt aps 
peared in Holland about 130 years ago. They take 


and other places. 


their name from a Dutchman, whoſe name was Jacobus 


Van Harmin, which, turned into Latin, is called Jaco- 
bus Arminius ; and from hin name the whole ſect are 
called Arminians. This Jacobus Arminius was firſt a mi- 
niſter at Amſterdam, and then a profeſſor of divinity in 
the univerſity of Leyden. He had many followers in 
Holland. There was upon this a ſynod of all ule 


formed churches called together, who met at 
Holland. The ſynod of Dort condemned them; but 
yet they ſpread and prevailed. They began to prevail 


in England in the reign of Charles I. eſpecially in the 


* of England. * Ack of England divines 


before 


, die os eta a9. 
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before that were almoſt univerſally Calviniſts : but fince 
that, Arminianiſm has gradually more and more pre- 


vailed, till, they are become almoſt univerſally Armi- 
nians. And not only ſo, but Arminianiſm has greatly 
prevailed among the Diſſenters, and has ſpread greatly 
in New England, as well as Old. - | vo 
Since this, Arianiſm has been revived. As I told 
you before, Arianiſm, a little after Conſtantine's time, 
almoſt ſwallowed up the Chriſtian world, like a flood 
out of the mouth of the ſerpent which threatened to 
ſwallow up the woman. And of late years, this hereſy . 
has been revived in England; and greatly prevails there, 
both in the church of England, and among Diſſenters. 
Theſe hold, that Chriſt is but-a mere creature, though 
they grant that he is the greateſt of all creatures. 
Again, another thing which has of late exceedingly 
prevailed among Proteſtants, and eſpecially in England, 


is Deiſm. The Deiſts | wholly caſt off the Chriſtian re- | 


ligion, and are profeſſed infidels. They are not like 
the heretics, Arians, Socinians, and others, who own 
the ſcriptures to be the word of God, and hold the 
Chriſtian religion to be the true religion, but only deny 
theſe and theſe fundamental doctrines of the Chriſtian 
religion: they deny the whole | Chriſtian religion. In- 
deed they own the being of God ; but deny that Chrift 
was the ſon of God, and ſay he was a mere cheat; and 
ſo they ſay all the prophets and apoſtles were: and they 
deny the whole ſcripture. They deny that any of it is 


the word of God. They deny any revealed religion, 


or any word of God at all; and ſay, that God has gi- 
ven mankind no other light to walk by but their own 
reaſon, Theſe ſentiments and opinions our nation, 
which is the principal nation of- the Reformation, is - 
very much over-run with, and they prevail more and 
more. * ; | 
Thus much concerning the oppoſition that Satan has 
made againft the Reformation. EIA | 

3. I proceed now to ſhow what ſucceſs the goſpel has 
more lately had, or what ſucceſs it has had in theſe 
later times of the Reformed; church. This ſucceſs may 
be reduced to theſe three heads: 1. Reformation ii. 


1 worſhip in countries called Chriſtian; 2. 


Propagation 


1 
* 
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eee Heathen; 3. Re. 
vival of religion in the power and practice of it. | 
- (1) As to the firſt, viz. reformation in doctrine, the 
moſt conſiderable fucceſs of the goſpel that has been 
of late of this kind, has been in the empire of Muf- 
. covy, which is a country of vaſt extent. The people 
of this country, fo many of them as call themſelves 
Chriſtians, profeſſed to be of the Greek church; but 
were barbarouſly ignorant, and very. ſuperſtitious, till 
of late years. Their late Emperor Peter the Great, 
who reigned till within theſe twenty years, ſet himſelf 
to reform the people of his dominions, and took great 
pains to bring them out of their darkneſs, and to have 
them inſtructed in religion. And to that end, he ſet 
up ſchools of learning, and ordered the Bible to be 
printed in the language of the country, and made a law 
that every family ſhould keep the holy ſcriptures in 
their houſes, and that every perſon ſhould be able to 
read the ſame, and that no perſon ſhould be allowed 
to marry till they were able to read the ſcriptures. He 
alſo reformed the churches of his country of many of 
their ſuperſtitions, whereby the religion profeſſed and 
practiſed in Muſcovy is much' nearer to that of the Pro- 
teſtants than formerly it, uſed to be. This emperor 
| ahi great encouragement to the exerciſe of the Prote- 
religion in his dominions. And ſince that Muſ- 
covy is become a land of light, in compariſon of what 
it was before. Wonderful alterations have been brought 
about in the face of religion for the better within theſe 
fifty years paſt, | PO TY” TING"? 
(2) As to the ſecond kind of ſucceſs which the go- 
ſpel has- lately had, viz. its propagation among the 
Heathen, I would take notice of three things. 
[1] The propagation there has been of the goſpel a- 
mong the Heathen here in America. This American 
continent on which we live, which is a very great part 
of the world, and, together with its neighbouring ſeas 
adjoining; takes up one fide of the globe, was wholly 
unknown to all Chriſtian nations till theſe latter times. 
It was not known that there was any ſuch part of the 
world; though it was very full of people: and there- 
fore here the devil had the people that inhabited this 
part of the world as it were ſecure to himſelf, out > 
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the reach of the light of the goſpel, and ſo out of the 
way of moleſtation in his dominion over them. And 
here the many nations of Indians worſhipped him as 
God from age to age, while the goſpel was confined 
| to the oppoſite fide of the globe. It is a thing which, 
„ if I remember right, I have ſome where lit of, as pro- 
bably ſuppoſed, from - ſome remaining accounts of 
things, that the occaſion of the firſt peopling America 
was this, that the devil being alarmed and ſurpriſed 
by the wonderful facceſs of the goſpel which there 
was the firſt three hundred years after Chriſt, and, by | 
the downfal of the Heathen empire in the time of Con- 
ſtantine ; and ſeeing the goſpel ſpread ſo faſt, and fear- _ 
4 ing that his Heatheniſh kingdom would be wholly over- + 
caro through the world, led away a people from the 
| other continent into America, that they might be quite 
5 out of the reach of the goſpel, that here he might 
quietly poſſeſs them, and reign over them as their god. 
It is what many writers give an account of, that tom 
of the nations of Indians, when the Europeans firſt 
came into America, had'a tradition among them, that 
their god firſt led them into this continent, and went 
before them in an ark. "of e 
Whether this was ſo or not, yet it is certain that the 
devil did here quietly enjoy his dominion over the poor 
nations of Indians for many ages. But in later times | 
Vod has ſent the goſpel into theſe parts of the world, 
; and now the Chriſtian church is ſet up here in New 
England, and in other of America, where before 
had been nothing dur the grofleſ Heatheniſh darkneſs. 
. Great part of America is now full of Bibles, and full 
9 of at leaſt the form of the worſhip of the true God 
and Jefus Chriſt, where the name of Chriſt before had 
not been heard of for many ages, if at all. And tho' 
there has been but a ſmall propagation of the goſpel a+ 
mong the Heathen here, in compariſon of what were to 
be wiſhed for; yet there has been ſomething worthy to 
be taken notice of. There was ſomething remarkable 
in the firſt times of New England, and ſomething re- 
markable has appeared. of late here, and in other parts 
of America among many Indians, of an inclination to 
| be inſtructed in the Chriſtian religion. aber ut 
And however ſmall the propagation of the goſpel a- 
| mong 


# 
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mong the Heathen, here in America has been hitherto, 
yet I think we may well look upon the diſcovery of ſo 
great a part of the world as America, and bringing the 
goſpel into it, as one thing by which divine providence 
paring the way for the future glorious times of 
the church; when Satan's kingdom ſhall be overthrown, 
not only throughout the Roman empire, but through- 
out the whole habitable globe, on every fide, and on all 
its continents. When thoſe times come, then doubtleſs 
the goſpel, which is already bronght over into Ameri- 
ca, have glorious ſucceſs, and all the inhabitants 
of this new-diſcovered world ſhgll become ſubjects of the 
kingdom of- Chriſt, as well as all the other ends of the 


earth: and in all probability providence has ſo ordered 


it, that the mariner's compaſs, which is an invention of 
later times, whereby men are enabled to ſail over t 

wideſt ocean, when before they durſt not venture far 
from land; ſhould prove a preparation for what God 
intends to bring to paſs 'in the glorious times of the 
church, viz. the ſending forth the goſpel where-ever 
any of the children of men dwell, how far ſoever off, 
and however ſeparated by wide oceans from thoſe parts 


of the world which are already Chriſtianized: ' 


- [2] There has of late years been a very conſiderable 


. propagation of the goſpel among the Heathen in the 


dominions of Muſcovy. I have already obſerved the 
reformation which there has lately been among thoſe 
who are called Chriſtians there: but I-now ſpeak of the 
Heathen. Great part of the vaſt dominions of the 
Emperor of Muſcovy are groſs Heathens. The greater 
part of Great Tartary, a Heathen country, has in la- 
ter times been brought under the Muſcovite govern» +. 
ment; ànd there have been of late great numbers of 
thoſe Heathen who have renounced their Heatheniſm, 
and have embraced the Chriſtian religion. | 

Iz There has been lately a very conſiderable propa- 

gation of the Chriftian religion among the Heathen in 

the Eaſt Indies; particularly, many in a country in the 
Eaſt Indies called Malzbar, have been brought over to 

the Chriſtian Proteſtant religion, chiefty by the labours 
of certain miſſionaries ſent thither to inſtruct them by 
the King of Denmark, who have brought over many 
. 2 1 WROTE * ir Heathens 
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Heathen to the Chriſtian faith, and have let up ſchools” 
among, them, and a printi preſs to print Bibles and 
other books for their inftrudon, in their own language, 
with great ſncceſs. ans 
un "The laſt kind of ſucceſs which there Ka Healy | 
the ger which Lähall take notice of, is the 
rei of t ant Praktice 6f religion which 
have REL, And here 1 ſhall take notice of but 
two 
Fr] There his not 1 nder ben a remarkable re: 


viyal of che power an Aice of religion in Saxony - 
in Germaih, throiigh che endeavours of un eminent 
divine there, whoſe 7 e Was Aupuft Herman Frank, 
profeſſor of divinity all in Saxony, Who being 1 
pr oi by eminent "chang; the great work that God 
ny, eg an with Fr ming on foot 4 chari! 
5 Farne It began = h Kis placing an alms: 
box at his ſtud y-door, into which ſome poor mites were 
thrownl, ere books were 7 
tion oĩ "Ute pip And God Was 2 ſo wonderful- 
ly t6 hl dn His Ugh, and ſo tb pour out 4 ſpirit of 
chäkity on pebple chere on chat octafion, that with theit 
chirity he was enabled in a little time to erect public 
(hook for he instruction od r children, and an or- 
Ar r the ſupply 6 RA uſtruction of che] poor 3 
that kt lat it K to nas. that neat five hundred 
— oy maintained and inſtrufted in learning and 
piety Of arity of others; and the number, conti- 
ted to les e more and more for many years, atid 
till the kirateont I have ſeen, THis Wis lende 
with à wonderful reforitiarion and revival of religion, 
and a ſpirit bf piety, in tlie city and unive of Hall; 
thus it deren Whic alſo had 185 iunnenck 
many laces in German) ex4tnple 
— d d ein to ſtit up inuliitndes to their imit#- 
n 
121 Abothe King, which it would be angraefl 1 


| uy riot t6 take hotice of, Fd | remarkable pouring out 


12 God Wi ich has been of late in this part 
«00 land, of which we, in this town, hoy 


ſuch 4 ſhave: But it is needleſs for me particularly to 
deferibe it; it being what 8 have fo lately been 50 


ught for the juſtruc- 


— 
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We to, * hope ue of you. nn of 
the beneht of. 

Thus I have mentioned the more. remarkable in- 
ſtances of the oy which the goſpel has wen had in 
the world. . 

-— proceed. now to the la thing Fo, * pücbdbea 
to be conſidered relating 1 the ſucceſs of Chriſt's re- 
demptjon during this ſpac , what the ſtate of thin 
is now in the world . LE to the church of Chriſt, 
and the ſucceſs of . And this 1 would 
do, by ſhowing how'things are now e with the 
firſt times of the. Re 1 Had 5 would ſhow 
wherein the ſtate of thin 12 altered fo T che worle; 
and, 2. Hoy it is altered, A better. 

(1) I would ſhow hope in t he ſtate, of things is al- 
tered from what it was in the begioping of — 5 
E tor the worte ; and. 15/10, ee in kh three 
reſpe 

C1] The reformed pegs is wich. diminiſhed: "The 
Reformation:i in the former times of it, as was 0 erved 
before, was ſuppoſed. to take place through one half of 
Chriſtendom, . excepting. the, Greek church ; or that 
there were as many Proteſtants as Papiſts. But now it 
js not ſo; the Proteſtant church is much diminiſhed. 
Heretofore there have 1 multitudes; of Proteſtants in 
France; many famous Pe: churches were all o- 
ver that country, who uſed. to meet together in Hege, 
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and maintain a very regular diſcigline ; .apd.great 
of that kingdom were Proteſtants;. I. Progetan nt 
church of France was a great part of glory of the 


Reformation, But noy it is far otherwiſe: this church 
is all broken to pieces and ſcattered, The Proteſtant 
religion is almoſt wholly rooted out of that kingdom 
by the cruel perſecutions which have been there, and 
and there are no but yery few Proteſtant aſſemblies in 
all that kingdom. The Proteſtant intereſt is alſo greats 
\ by diminiſhed. in Germany. There were ſeveral ſove- 
reign any" there formerly who were Proteſtants, 
_ whoſe ſucceſſors are now Papiſts; as, particularly, the 
Elector Palatine, and the Elector of Saxony. . The king- 
dom of Bohemia was formerly a Proteſtant kingdom, 
but is now in the hands of the Papiſtg: and ſo Hun- 
gary was formerly a | Proteſtant coubitry 3 but 2 2 
te ants 
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teſtants there have been greatly reduced, and in a great 
meaſure ſubdued, by the perſecutions that- have — | 
there. And the Proteſtant intereſt has no way re- 
2 gained ground of late of the church of 
ome, . f *. f 
| [2] Another thing wherein the ſtate of things is al- 
' tered for the worſe from what was in the former times 
. of the Reformation, is the prevailing of licentiouſneſs 
| in principles and opinions. There is not now; that ſpi- 
rit of orthodoxy which there was then : there is very 
little appearance of zeal for the myſterious and ſpiritual 
doctrines of Chriſtianity ; and they never were ſo ri- 
diculed, and had in contempt,” as they are in'the preſent 
8 age; and eſpecially in England, the principal kingdom 
g of the Reformation. In this kingdom, thoſe principles, 
. on which the power of godlineſs depends, are in a great 
meaſure 8 and Arianiſm, and Socinianiſm, and 
Arminianiſm, and Deiſm, are the things yhich'prevail, 
and carry almoſt all before them. And particularly hi- 
ſtory gives no account of any age wherein there was ſo 
great an apoſtaſy of thoſe who had been brought up 
under the light of the goſpel, to infidelity ; never was 
there ſuch a caſting off of the Chriſtian and all revealed 
religion; never any age wherein was ſo much ſcoffing at. 
and ridiculing the goſpel of Chriſt, by thoſe who have 
been brought up under goſpel-light, nor any thing like 
it, as there is at this dag. n 
[3] Another thing wherein things are altered for 
the worſe, is, that there is much leſs of the prevalency 
of the power of godlineſs, than there was at the be- 
ginning of the Reformation. There was a glorious out- 
Douring of the Spirit of God that accompanied the firſt | 
eformation, not only to convert multitudes in fo ſhort 
a time from Popery to the true religion, but to turn 
many to God and true godlineſs. Religion gloriouſly 
flouriſhed in one country and another, as moſt remark- 
ably appeared in thoſe- times of terrible perſecution, 
which have already been ſpoken of. But now there is an 
exceeding great decay of vital piety ; yea, it ſeems to 
be deſpiſed, called enthuſiaſm, whimſy, and fanaticiſm. 
Thoſe who are truly religious, are commonly looked 
upon to be crack-brained, and befide their right mind; 
and vice and profaneneſs - dreadfully prevail, like a 
10% - * flood 


„ er 


12 2 eq OO As 2 


Ain + + OO. 


2 | A HISTORY f Pied i, 


flood which threatens, to bear down all before it 
But I proceed now to ſhow,., 


(2) In what reſpect things are altered fox. the bane, 


from what they, were in the fir Reformation. 

[1] The power and influence of the Pope i is nch 
diminiſhed. Although, ſince the former times of the 
Reformation, he has gained ground in extent of domi- 
mon; yet he has loſt in degree of influence. The vial 
which m the beginning of the Reformation was poured 
out on the throne of th beaſt, to the great diminiſh- 
. ing 7 his, power and authority in the world, has con- 


tinued running ever ſince. The Pope, ſoon after the 


eee Webern leſs regarded dy the princes of 
had been before; and ſo he has heen 

1 and pe No of 5 3 1 

| en 


aral roman —. 7 and inſtan eee late. 
123 hexe i is far le rſecution now, than there was 
ay firſt times of the 1 formation. Tou have heard 
ay how dreadfully perſecution raged in the former 
mes, of the Reformation; and there is ſomething, of. is 
Some parts of the Proteſtant ehurch are at this 

mu under perſecution, and. ſo probably will be till the 
day of the church's ſuffering and travail ig ay an end, 
which, will not he till the, fall of Antichriſt. Nut it is 
now in no meaſure as it was heretofore. There does 
not ſeem to he the ſame ſpirit of perſecution prevailing; 
it is become more out of faſhion even among che Fo- 
piſh princes. The wickedneſs of the enemies of Chriſt, 


and the, oppoſition again cauſe, ſeem to run in 


another channel. The humour now is, to: deſpiſe. 
laugh at all religion,; and, there ſeerns to. be a ſpixit 


indiffenency about it. However, ſo. tay the, ſtate: of 


ings is better than is has been, that chere is i@ much 


ecution. i ed ned u 
8 5 here is a great 1 of learning. In-the 
8 times ot Popery before the Reformation, learning 
was ſo far decayed, that the wo d ſeemed to be over« 
run with barbarous ignorance.. ir very prieſts were 
many of them groſsly ignorant. Learniog began to re- 
vive. with the Re mation, which was owing very 
| won to, the art of . which was invented 4 
oro 
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before the Reformation; and ſince that, learning has 


inereaſed more and more, and at this day ia undoubted - 
ly raiſed to vaſtly a greater height than ever it was be- 
4 and though no gaod ute is made of it by the 
greater part of learned men, yet the. increaſe of learn - 
ing in itſelf is a thiog to be rejoiced in, becauſe it is a 
gaod, and, if duly applied, an excellent handmaid to 


divinity, and is a talent which, if God gives men an 


heart, affords them a great advantage to do great things 


for the advancement of the kingdom of Chrift, and the 


good of the fouls of men. That learning and know- 
ledge ſhould greatly increaſe before the glorious times, 
ſeems to be foretold, Dan. xii. 4. But thou, O Daniel, 
“ fut up the words, and ſeal the book, even to the 
time of the end: many ſhall run to and fro, and 
& knowledge ſhall be increaſed.“ And however little now 


learning is applied to the advancement of religion; yet 


we may hope that the days are approaching wherein 
God will make great uſe of it for the advancement: of 
the kingdom of t 


God in his providence nom ſcems to be ating over a- 


gain tho ſame part which he did a little before Chriſt 
came. he age wherein Chriit came into the world, 
was an age wherein learning greatly prevailed, and was 
at a greater height than ever it had been before; and 
wick never prevailed more than then. God 
was pleaſed to ſuffer human learning to come to ſuch a 
height before he ſent forth the ws; 
that the world might ſee the inſu 
own. wiſdom for the obtaining the knowledge of God, 


without the goſpel of Chriſt, and the teachings of his 
Spiri: andthen, after that, in the wiſdom of God, the 


world by wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed: Gad, by the 
fooliſhneſs of 2 ſave them that believe. And 
when the goſpel came to prevail firſt without the help 
of man's wiſdom, then God was pleaſed: to make uſe of 
learning as an handmaid. . So: now, learning is at a 
great height at this day in the world, far beyond what 
ie was in the age. when Chriſt appeared; and now the 
world, by their learning and wiſdom; do not know 
God ; and they ſeem to wander in darknefs, are miſe- 
rably deluded, ſtumble and fall in matters of religion, 


as in midnight-darkneſs. Truſting to cheir * 


* 


ciency. of all their 


— 


1 ) 
- { 4 
. . ” 8 
— 
— „ * hs > wo "x — wa — — > — — pl —— — = — 


— — _ 


52 © | A HISTORY" -/: Period m. 


they grope in the day-time as in the night. Learned 
men are exceedingly divided in their opinions concern- 


ing the matters of religion, run into all manner of cor- 


rupt opinions, and pernicious and fooliſh errors. They 


ſcorn to ſubmit their reaſon to divine revelation, to be- 


lieve any thing that is above their comprehenſion; and 
ſo being wiſe in their own eyes, they become fools, and 
even vain in their imaginations, and turn the truth of 
God into a lie, and their fooliſh hearts are darkened. 
See Rom, i. 21. &c. 4 4, ETAL 214 . 
But yet, when God has ſufficiently ſhown men the in- 
ſufficiency of human wiſdom and learning for the pur- 
poſes of religion, and when the appointed time comes 
for that | glorious outpouring of the Spirit of God, 
when he will himſelf by his own immediate influence 
enlighten mens minds; then may we hope that God 

will make uſe of the great increaſe of learning as an 
handmaid to religion, as a means of the glorious ad- 
vancement of the kingdom of his Son. Then ſhall hu- 
man learning be ſubſervient to the underſtanding of the 
ſcriprures, and to a clear explanation and a glorious de- 
fence of the dodtrines of Chriſtianity. ' And there is 
no doubt to be made of it, that God in his providence 
has of late given the world the art of printing, and 
fuch a great increaſe of learning, to prepare for what 
he deſigns to accompliſh for his church in the approach- 
ing days of its proſperity. And thus the wealth of the 
wicked is laid up for the juſt, agreeable to Prov. xiii, 22. 


Havixc now ſhown how the work of redemption 


has been carried on from the fall of man to the pre- 
ſent time, before I proceed any further, I would make 


ſome APPLICATION. 


1. From what has been ſaid, we may ſee great eu- 


dence of the truth of the Chriſtian religion, and that 


the ſcriptures are the word of God. There are three 


arguments of this, which 1 thall take notice of, which 
may be drawn from what has been ſaid. 

t) It may be argued from that violent and invete- 
rate oppoſition there: has always appeared of. the wick- 
edneſs of the world againit this religion. The religion 


that the church of God has protefſed from the firſt 
founding of the church after the fall to this time, has 


always 


1 
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always been the ſame, Thou gh che diſpenſations have 
been altered, yet the religion, which the church has 
ofeſſed has always, as to its eſſentials, been the ſame. 
Th he church of God, from the beginning, has been one 
ſociety. The Chriſtian church which has been ſince. 
Chriſt's aſcenſion, is manifeſtly the ſame ſociety conti- 
nued with the church, that was before Chriſt came. 
The Chriſtian church is grafted on their root: they are 
built on the ſame foundation. The revelation on which 
both have depended, is eſſentially the ſame : for as the 
Chriſtian church is built on the holy ſcriptures, ſo was 
the Jewiſh church, though now the ſcriptures be en- 


larged. by the addition of the New. Teſtament; but till 


it is eſſentially the ſame revelation with that Which was 
given in the Old Teſtament, only the ſubjects of divine 
revelation are now more clearly revealed in the New 
Teſtament than they were in the Old. But the ſum 
and ſubſtance of both the Old Teſtament and New, is 
Chriſt and his redemption. The religion of the church 
of Iſrael, was eſſentially the ſame religion with that of 
the Chriſtian church, as eyidently appears from what 
has been ſaid. The ground-work of the religion of the 
church of God, both before and ſince Chriſt has ap- 
peared, is the ſame great ſcheme of redemption by the 
Son of God; and ſo the church that was before the 
Iſractiriſh church, was ſtill the ſame ſociety, and it was 
eſſentially che ſame religion that was profeſſed and prac- 
tiſed in it. Thus it was from Noah to Abraham, and 
thus it was before the flood. And this ſociety of men 
that is called the church, has always been built on the 
foundation of thoſe revelations which we have in the 
ſeriptures, which have always been eſſentially the ſame, 
though gradually increaſing. The church before the 
flood, was built on the foundation of thoſe revelations 
of Chriſt which were given to Adam, and Abel, and 
Enoch, of which we have an account in the former 
chapters of Geneſis, and others of the like import. The 
church after the flood, was built on the foundation of 
the revelations. made to Noah and Abraham, to Mel- 
chiſedek, Iſaac, and Jacob, to Joſeph, Job, and other 
holy men of whom ve have an account in the ſcrip- 
tures, or other revelations that were to the ſame pur - 
. * after this 0 church depended on the 

a | ſcriptures 


* 


that the church of Gbd has 
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themſelves as they Nr inereaſed; "ig 
zf God has always Been built bn the 
foundation of divine revelation, and always on tho 
revelations that were efſentially the ſame, and wuleh are 
ſummarily comprehended in the holy Teriptures, and e. 
ver fince about Moſes's' time have been built on the 
ſcriptures themſelves, I om 1 
80 that the dppdſition which his been madt to the 
chureh of God in all ages; has always been ügalfiſt the 
ſame religion, and the fame revelation. ' Now therefore 
the violent and perpetrual oppoſition that Has ever been 
made by the corruption and wWiekedneſs of manikjhd a: 


gainſt this chureh, is a ſtrofig argument of the truth of 
this religion, and this revelatiön, Upon wWRich this church 
bas always been bum. Contraries are well argued ont 


from another, We may well and ſafely argue, that 4 
thing is good, accerding to the degree f oppolition'in 
which it and te eil, or the degree in which evil op- 
poſes it, ahd is an enemy to it. We may well argue, 


| that a thing is light, by the great enmity which därkneſt 


Hus to It, New it is evident by the ' things Which you 
have heard eencerhing the church of Chriſt; and that 


Holy religion df Jeſus Chriſt which it has profefled, that 
le wickeddeſs ef the World His had u perpetual ha- 


__ te, and has made moſt violent oppoſition agAinſt 
„ * 1 SETS. 11 2643+ 2 11911 

That the church of God has Hwifs met with gr 

ppoſnan Ir the world; none tan deny. | This is plain 
by profane hiſtory us far as tät feaches; ind before 
that, dlvine Riſtory gives us the ſamt account. The 
ehufeh of God, and its reilgiot and Worſhip, begun to 
be oppoſed in Cain's aid. Abel's tithe, and was fo when 
the earth why filled With vielence in Nodh's time. Atid._ 
after this, how wus the chürch oppoſed im Egypt! and 


| how was the chufeh of Ifrael always hated by the na. 


tions round about; Agreeable to: that” in Jef. An. 4 
« Mise heritage h uhto me a a ſpeckled bird, 


36 birds round about are ägafteſt her.“ And after the 


Babyl6niſh/ eavtivity, how was this 'thutth perſecuted 
vy Abtiochus. Epipttanes atid others! "and how Was 
Christ perſeeuted whett he was of earth! and How wert 


the apoſtles and ther Cltfiſtians pet ſectiteil by the 


Jews, before the deſtruchion of . 
© ado P * mans 
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mans | How violent were that people againſt the church! 
and how dreadful, was the oppoſition of the Heathen 
world againſt the Chriſtian church after this before 
Conſtantine ! How great was their ſpite againſt the trye 
religion! And fince that, how yet more violent, and 
ſpiteful, and cruel, has been the oppoſition of Anti- 
chriſt againſt the church! | 
There is no other ſuch inſtance of oppoſition, Hi- 
ſtory gives no account of any other body of men that 


have been ſo hated, and ſo maliciouſly and inſatiably 
_ purſued and perſecuted, nor any thing like it. No o- 


ther religion ever was ſo maligned age after age.” The 
nations of other profeſſions have enjoyed their religions 
in peace and quietneſs, however they have differed from 
their neighbours. One nation has worſhipped one ſort of 

ods, and others another, without moleſting or diſturb- 

g one another about it. All the ſpite and oppoſition has 
been againſt this religion, which the church of Chriſt has 
profeſſed. All other religions have ſeemed to ſhow an 
implacable enmity to this; and men have ſeemed to have, 
from one age to another, ſuch a ſpite againſt it, that 
they have ſeemed as though they could never mar 
their cruelty. They put their inventions upon the rack 
to find out torments that ſhould be cruel enough; a 

et, after all, never ſeemed to be ſatisfied. Their thisſt 
has never been ſatisfied with blood. 

So that this is out of doubt, that this religion, and 
theſe ſcriptures, have always been malignantly oppoſed 
in the world. The only queſtion that remains is, What 
it is that has made this oppoſition ? whether or not jt 
has been good or bad? whether it be the wickedneſs 
and corruption of the world, or not, that has done 
this? But of this there can be no greater doubt than 
the of the other, if we conſider how cauſeleſs this 
cruelty has always been, who the oppoſers have been, and 
the manner in which they have oppoſed, The oppoſition 
has chiefly been from Heatheniſm and Popery ; which 
things certainly are evil. They are both of them ve 
evil, and the fruits of the blindneſs, corruption, an 
wickedneſs of men, as the very Deiſts themſelves con- 
feſs. The light of nature ſhows, that the religion of 
Heathens, conſiſting in the worſhip of idols, and ſacri- 


ficing their children to them, and in obſcene and abo- 
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minable rites and ceremonies, is wickedneſs, And the 
ſuperſtitions, and idolatries, and uſurpations, of the 
church of Rome, are no leſs contrary to the light of 
nature, By this it appears, that this oppoſition which 
has been made againſt the church of God, has been made 
by wicked men. And with regard to the oppoſition of 
the Jews in Chriſt's and the apoſtles times, it was in 
a moſt corrupt time of that nation, when the people 
were generally become exceeding wicked, 'as ſome of 
the, Jewiſh writers themſelves, as Joſephus and others, 
who lived about that time, do expreſsly ſay. And that 

it has been mere wickedneſs that has made this oppoſi- 
tion, is manifeſt from the manner of oppoſition, the 
extreme violence, injuſtice, and cruelty, with which 
the church of God has been treated. It ſeems to ſhow 
the hand of malignant infernal ſpirits in it. al4 

Now what peaſon can be afligned, why the corrup- 
tion and wiekedlneſs of the world ſhould ſo implacably 
ſet itſelf againſt this religion of Jeſus Chriſt, and a- 
gainſt the ſcriptures, but only that they are contrary to 
wickedneſs, and conſequently are good and holy ? Why 
ſhould the enemies of Chriſt, for ſo. many thouſand 
years together, manifeſt ſuch a mortal hatred of this 
religion, but only that it is the cauſe of God? If the 
ſcriptures be not the word of God, and the religion of 
the church of Chriſt be not the true religion, then it 
muſt follow, that it is a moſt wicked religion; nothing 
but a pack of lies and abominable detuſſons, invented 
by the enemies of God themfelves. And if this were 
ſo, it is not likely that the enemies of God, and the 
wickedneſs of the world, would have maintained ſuch 
a perpetual and implacable enmity againſt it, | 


(2) It is a great argument that the Chriſtian church | 


and its religion is from God, that it has been upheld hi- 
therto through all the oppoſition and dangers it has 
_ paſſed through, That the church of God and the true 
religion, which has been ſo continually and violently 
oppoſed, with ſo many endeavours to overthrow it, 
and which has ſo often been brought to the brink of 
ruin, and almoſt, ſwallowed up, through the | greateſt 
part of ſix thouſand years, has yet been upheld, does 
moſt remarkably ſhow the hand of God in favour of 
the church. If we conſider it, it will appear one of the 

ON (1 dP | greateſt 
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greateſt wonders and miracles that ever came to paſs. 
: There is nothing elſe like it upon the face of the earth. 
e There is no other ſociety of men that has ſtood as the 
£ church has. As to the old world, which was before 
l the flood, that was overthrown by a deluge of waters; 
- but yet the church. of God was preſerved. Satan's 
f viſible kingdom on earth was then once entirely o- 
1 verthrown; but the viſible e e of Chriſt never 


0 has been overthrown. All thoſe ancient human king- 
f doms and monarchies of -which we read,. and which 
, have been in former ages, they are long ſince come to 
t an god; Thoſe kingdoms of which we read in the Old 
* Teſtament, of the Moabites, the Ammonites, the E- 


© domites, &c., they are all long ago come to an end. 
h Thoſe four great monarchies of the world have been 


of overthrown one after another. The great empire of 
proud Babylon was overthrown by the. Perſians; and 
I then the Perſian. empire was overthrown by the Greeks; 
J after this the Grecian empire was overthrown by the 
. Romans; and, finally, the Roman empire fell a ſacri- 
1 fice to various barbarous nations. Here is a remark- 
J able fulfilment. of the words of the text with reſpect to 
a other things, even the greateſt and moſt glorious of 
10 them: they have all grown old, and have vaniſhed a | 
» way; “ The moth has eaten them up like a garment, / 
f «© and the worm has eaten them like wool;z” but yet 
it God's church remains. | -F 
BW Never were there ſo many and ſo potent endea- 
d yours to deſtroy any thing elſe, as there has been to 
1 deſtroy the church. Other kingdoms and ſocieties of 
0 men, which have appeared to be ten times as ſtrong 9 


h as the church of God, have been deſtroyed with an 
 - hundredth part of the oppoſition which the church of 
h God has met with: which ſhows, that it is God who 
* has been the protector of the church. For it is moſt 
as lain, that it has not upheld itſelf by its own ſtrength. 
For the moſt part, it has been a very weak ſocie- 
ly ty. They have been a flock: ſo they were of old. 
The children of Iſrael were but a ſmall handful of 


of people, in compariſon of the many who often ſought 
t their overthrew. And ſo in Chrift's time, and in the 
Er beginning of the Chriſtian church after Chriſt's reſur- 
of rection, they were but a remnant : whereas the whole 
- multitude of the Jewiſh nation were againſt them. And 
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fo in the beginning of the Gentile church, they were 
but a ſmall number in compariſon with the Heathen, 
who ſought their overthrow. And fo in the dark 
times of Antichriſt, before the Reformation, they were 
but a handful; and yet their enemies could not over- 
throw them. And it has commonly been ſo, that the 
enemies of the church have not only had the greateſt 
number of their ſide, but they have Lad the ſtrength of 
their ſide in other reſpects. They have commonly had 
all the civil authority of their fide. So it was in Egypt: 
the civil authority was of the ſide of the Egyptians, and 
the church were only their flaves, and were in cheir 
hands; and yet they could not overttirow them. And 
ſo it was in the time of the perſecution of Antiochus 
Epiphanes: the authority was all on the ſide of the per- 
ſecutors, and the church was under their dominion; 
and yet all their cruelty could not 2 it. And ſo 
it was afterwards in the time of the Heathen Roman 
government. And fo it was in the time of Julian the 
ee who did his utmoſt to overthrow the Chriſtian 
church, and to reſtore Heatheniſm. And ſo it has 
been for the moſt part ſince the riſe of Antichriſt: for 
a great many ages, the civil authority was all on the 
fide of Antichriſt, and the church ſeemed to be in 
their hands. | r 
And not only has the ſtrength of the enemies of the 
church been greater than the ſtrength of the church, 
but ordinarily the church has not uſed what ſtrength 
they have had in their own defence, but have commit- 
ted themſelves wholly to God So it was in the time of 
the Jewiſh perſecutions before the deſtruction of Jeru- 
ſalem by the Romans; and ſo it was in the time of the. 
Heathen perſecutions before Conſtantine z the Chri- 
ſtians did not only not riſe up in arms to defend them- 
ſelves, but they did not pretend to make any forcible 
reſiſtance to their Heathen perſecutors. So it has for 
the moſt part been under the Popiſh perſecutions ; and 
yet they have never been able to overthrow the church 
of God; but it ſtands to this very day. 4," 
And this is (till the more exceeding wonderful, if we 
conſider how often the church has been brought to the 
brink of ruin, and the caſe ſeemed to be deſperate, and 
all hope gone, and they ſeemed to be ſwallowed up. In 
the time of the old world, when wickedneſs ſo 1 
E ed, 
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ed, as that but one family was left, yet God wonder- 
fully appeared, and overthrew the wicked world with a 


flood, and preſerved his church. And ſo at the Red 
ſea, when Pharoah and his hoſt thought they were quite 


fare of their z yet God appeared, and deſtroyed 
them, and delivered his church. And ſo was it from 
time to time in the church of Iſrael, as has been ſhown. 
So under the tenth and laſt Heathen perſecution, their 
perſecutors boaſted that now they had done the buſi- 
nefs for the Chriſtians, and had overthrown the Chri- 


. tian church; yet in the midſt of their triumph, the 


Chriſtian church riſes out of the duſt and prevails, and 
the Heathen empire totally falls before it. So when the 
Chriſtian. church ſeemed ready to be ſwallowed up by 
the Arian herely ;' ſo when Antichriſt roſe and pre- 
vailed, und all the world wondered after the beaſt, and 
the church for many hundred years was reduced to fuch 


2 ſmall number, and ſeemed to be hidden, and the. 


power of the world was engaged to deſtroy thoſe little 
remainders of the church ; yet they could never fully 


accompliſh their defign, and ar laſt God wonderfully 


re his church in the time of the Reformation, an 

made it to ſtand as it were on its feet in the ſight of its 
enemies, and raiſed it out of their reach. And ſo fince, 
when the Popiſh powers have plotted the overthrow of 
the Reformed church, and have ſeemed juſt about to 
bring their matters to a concluſion, and to finiſh their 
defign, then God has wonderfully appeared for the de- 
liverence of his, church, as it was in the time of the 
Revolution by King William. And ſo it has been from 
time to time: preſently after the darkeſt times of the 
2 God has his church moſt glorioufly to 

ouriſh. 


"If fuck u preſervation of the church of God, from 


the beginning of the world hitherto, attended with fuch 
circumſtances, is not ſufficient to ſhew a divine hand in 
favour of it, what can be deviſed that would be ſufh- 
cient ? But if this be from the divine hand, then God 
owns the church, and owns her religion, and owns that 
revelation and thofe ſcriptures on which ſhe is built ; 
and ſo it will follow, that their religion is the true reli- 
ion, or God's religion, and that * 

they make their rule, are his word. 

| (3) We 


ſcriptures, which 
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63), We may draw this further argument for the, di- 
vine authority of the ſcriptures from what has been 
ſaid, viz. that God has ſo fulfilled thoſe, things which 
are forctold in the ſeriptures.—— I have already ob- 
ſerved, as I went along, how the prophecies, of ſcrip- 
1 8 were fulfilled : I hall now therefore ſingle out 
but two inſtances of the fulfilment of ſcripture-pro- 


Phecy. " EAST; 
3 £4] One is in preſerving his church from being ruin- 
ed. I have juſt, now ſhown what an evidence this is of 
the divine authority of the ſcriptures in itſelf conſider- 


ed: I now ſpeak of it as a fulfilment of ſcripture · pro- 
phecy. * This is , abundantly foretold and promiſed in 


o 
s 


the. ſcriptures, as particularly in the text: there it is 


forttold, that other things ſhall fail, other kingdoms and 


monarchics, which ſet themſelves in oppoſition, ſhould 
come to nothing: The moth ſhould eat them up like 
%a garment, and the worm ſhould eat them like wool,” 
And ſo it has in fact come to paſs. But it is here fore- 
told, that God's covenant-mercy to his church ſhould 
continue for ever; and ſo it hath hitherto, proved, tho 
no it be ſo many ages ſince, and: though the church 

has paſſed through ſo many dangers. The ſame is pro- 
miſed, Iſ. liv. 17. No weapon that is formed againſt thee, 
* ſhall proſper z and every tongue that ſhall riſe againſt 


« thee in judgement, thou {halt condemn.” And again, 


Ik. xlix. 14. 15. 16., * But Zion ſaid, The Lord hath 
„ forſaken mc, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can 
„ a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould 
* not have compaſſion on the fon of her womb? yea, 


„they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. . Behold, 


have graven thee upon the palms of my hands, 


« thy walls are continually before me,” The ſame is 


miſed again in II. lix. 21. and If, $liii. 1. 2. and 
Lach. xii. 2. 3. 80 Chriſt promiſes the ſame, when he 
Tays, * On this rock will I build my church, and the 
gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it.“ Now if 
this be not from God, and the ſeriptures be not the 
word of God; and-the church of Chriſt built on the 
foundation of. this word be not of God, how could the 
perſons who forctold this, know it? for if the church 
were not of God, it was a very unlikely thing ever. to 
come to paſs; For they foretold the great e 

* all 
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and the great dangers, and alſo foretold that other 
kingdoms ſhould come to nought, and that the church 
ſhould often be almoſt ſwallowed up, as it were eaſy to 
ſhow, and yet foretold that the church ſhould remain. 


Now how could they foreſce ſo unlikely a thing but by 


divine inſpiration ? | 

[2] The other remarkable inſtance which I ſhall men- 
tion of the fulfilment of ſcripture-prophecy, is in ful- 
filing what is foretold concerning Antichriſt, a certain 
great oppoſer of Chriſt and his kingdom. And the 


way that this Antichriſt ſhould ariſe, is foretold, viz. 


not among the Heathen, or thoſe nations that never 
profeſſed Chriſtianity ; but that he Thould ariſe by the 
apoſtaſy and falling away of the Chriſtian church into 
a corrupt ſtate : ' 2 Theſ. ii. 3. For that day ſhall not 
% come, except there come a falling away firſt, and 
e that man of fin be revealed, the ſon X perdition.” 
And it is propheſied, that this Antichriſt, or man 


of fin, ſhould' be one, that ſhopld ſer himſelf up in the 


temple or viſible church of God, ' pretending to be veſt- 


ed with the power of God himſelf, as head of the 


church, as in the ſame chapter, verſ. 4. And all this 
is exactly come to paſs in the church of Rome, Again, 


it is intimated, that the riſe of Antichriſt ſhould be 


gradual, as there, verſ. 7. For the myſtery of iniqui- 
« ty doth already work: only he who now letteth, will 
let, until he be taken out of the way.” This alſo came 
to paſs.— Again, it is propheſied of ſuch a great and 
mighty enemy of the Chriſtian church, that he thould be 
Aa great prince or monarch of the Roman empire: ſo 
he is repreſented as an horn of the fourth beaſt in 


Daniel, or fourth kingdom or monarchy upon earth, 


as the angel himſelf explains yy, as you may ſee of the 
little horn in the 7th chapter of Daniel, This alſo 
came to pals, Yea it is propheſied, that the ſeat of 
this great prince, or, pretended vicar of God, and head 
of his church, ſhould be in the city of Rome itſelf. In 
the 17th chapter of Revelation, it is ſaid expreſsly, that 
the ſpiritual whore, or falſe church, ſhould have her 
ſcat on ſeven mountains or hills: Rev. xvii. 9. The 


& ſeven heads are ſeven mountains, on which the wo- 


«© man ſitteth:“ and in the laſt verſe of the chapter, it is 
fald expreſsly, The woman which thou ſaweſt, is that 

A . «c 
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« great city, which reigneth over the kings of the 
« carth ;” which it is certain was at that time the city of 
Rome. This prophecy alſo has come to paſs in the 
Church of Rome, ; | W 

Further, it was propheſied, that this Antichriſt 
mould reign over peoples, and multitudes, and nations, 
and tongues, Rev, xvii. 15. and that all the world 
ſhould wonder after the beaſt, Rev. xiii. 3. This al- 
ſo came to paſs in the church of Rome, It was foretold 
that this Antichriſt ſhould be eminent and remarkable 
for the ſin of pride, pretending to great things, and af- 
ſuming very much to himſelf : ſo in the forementioned 
place in Theſſalonians, * That he ſhould exalt himſelf a+ 

% bove all that is called God,” or that is worſhipped, 
So Rev. xiti. g. And there was given unto him a mouth 
« ſpeaking great things, and blaſphemies.” Dan. vil. 
20. the little horn is ſaid to have a mouth ſpeaking 


very great things, and his look to be more ſtout than 


his fellows, This alſo came to paſs in the Pope, and 
the church of Rome. It was alſo propheſied, that 
Antichriſt ſhould be an exceeding Err, perſecutor, 
Dan. vii. 21. The ſame horn made war with the ſaints, 
and prevailed againſt them: Rev, xiii, 7. And it was 
% given to him unto make war with the ſaints, and to o- 
« vercome them.” Rev, xvii. 6, © And I ſaw the wo- 
% man drunken with the blood of the ſaints, and with 
« the blood of the martyrs of Jeſus.” This alſo came 
to paſs in the church ws ee It was foretold, that 
Antichriſt ſhould excel in craft and policy: Dan. vii. 8. 
« In this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man.“ And 


verſ. 20.“ Even of that horn that had eyes.” This al- 
ſo came to paſs in the church of Rome. It was fore- 
told, that the kings of Chriſtendom ſhould be ſuhjecrt 


to Antichriſt : Rev. xvii. 12. 13. And the ten horns 
„ which thou ſaweſt, are ten kings, which have recei- 
* ved no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings 
* one hour with the beaſt. Theſe have one mind, and 
** ſhall give their power and ſtrength unto the beaſt.” 
This alſo came to paſs with reſpect to the Romiſh church. 
— It was foretold, that he ſhould perform pretended 
miracles and lying wonders : 2 Theſ. 1i. 9. Whale co- 
“ ming is after the working of Satan, with all power, 
&, and ſigns, and lying wonders,” Rev. 1 
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« And he doth preat wonders, ſo that he maketh fire 


e come down from heaven on the earth, in the fight of 


men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth, by 
« the means of thoſe miracles which he had power to 
do in the ſight of the beaſt.” This alſo came to paſs 
in the church of Rome. Fire's coming down from 
heaven; ſeems to have reference to their excommunica- 
tions, which were dreaded like fire from heaven. It 
was foretold, that he ſhould forbid to marry, and to 


-abſtain from meats: 1 Tim. iv. 3. © Forbidding to mar- 


66 2 and commanding to abſtain from. meats, which 
d hath created to be received with thankſpiving.” 


This alſo is exactly fulfilled in the church of Rome. 
It was foretold, that he ſhould be very rich, and ar- 


rive at a great degree of earthly ſplendor and glory : 
Rev. xvii. 4. And the woman was arrayed in purple, 
*. and ſcarlet colour, and decked with gold and pre- 


4 cious ſtones, and pearls, having a golden cup in her 


© hand.“ And ſo chap. xvili. 7. 12. 13. 16. is al- 


ſo is come to paſs with reſpect to the church of Rome. 


—— It was foretold, that he ſhould forbid any to buy 


or ſell, but thoſe that had his mark : Rev, xiii. 17. 


« And that no man might buy or ſell, ſave he that had 


„ the mark, or the name of the beaſt, or the number 
„ of his nume This alſo is fulfilled in the church of 


Rome. It was foretold, that he ſhould fell the ſouls 
of men, Rev. xvili. 13. where, in enumerating the ar- 
ticles of his merchandiſe, the ſouls of men are mention- 
ed as one. This alſo is exactly fulfilled in the ſame 
It was foretold, that Antichriſt would not 
ſutfer the bodies of God's people to be pur into graves : 

Rev. xi. 8. 9. „And their dead bodies ſhall lie in the 
t ſtreet of the great city, — and they ſhall not ſuffer 


their dead bodies to be put in graves.” This alſo has 


literally come to paſs with reſpect to the church of 
Rome. I might mention many other things which 
were foretold of Antichriſt, or that great enemy of the 
church ſo often ſpoken of in ſcripture, and ſhow that 
they. were fulfilled * moſt exactly in the Pope and the 
church of Rome. a 

Ho ſtrong an argument is this, that the ſcriptures 
are the word of God,. 

* But I come nowto a ſecond in ference which is this: 
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From what has been ſaid, we may learn what the ſpirit 
of true Chriſtians is, viz. a ſpirit of ſuffering. See- 
ing God has ſo ordered it in his providence, that his 
church ſhould for ſo long a time, for the greater part 
of ſo many ages, be in a ſuffering ſtate, yea, and often 
in a ſtate of ſuch extreme ſuffering, we may conclude, 
that the ſpirit of the true church is a ſuffering ſpirit, 
otherwiſe God never would have ordered ſo much ſuf- 
fering for the church; for doubtleſs God accommo- 
dates the ſtate and eircumſtances of the church to the 
ſpirit that he has given them. We ſee by what has been 
aid, how many and great ſufferings the Chriſtian 
church for the moſt part has been under for theſe 
170 years: no wonder therefore that Chriſt ſo much 
inculcated upon his diſciples, that it was neceſſary, that 
if any would be his diſtiples, they muſt deny them- 
* ſelves, and take up their croſs and follow him.“ 
And we may argue, that the ſpirit of the true church 
of Chriſt is a ſuffering ſpirit, by the ſpirit the church 
has ſhown! and exerciſed under her ſufferings. She has 
actually, under thoſe terrible perſecutions - through 
which the has paſted, rather choſen to undergo thoſe 
dreadful torments, and to ſell all for the pearl of great 
price, to ſuffer all that her bittereſt enemies could in- 
| Rig, than to renounce Chriſt and his religion, Hiſtory 
furniſhes us with a great number of remarkable in- 
Nances, ſets in view a great cloud of witneſſes, This 
abundantly confirms the neceſſity of being of a ſpirit to 
ſell all for Chriſt, to renounce our own eaſe, our own 


worldly profit, and honour, and our all, for him, and 


for the goſpel. 


Let us inquire, whether we are of fuch a ſpirit, $ 
How does it prove upon trial? Does it prove in fact 


that we are willing to deny ourſelves, and renounce our 
-own worldly intereſt, and to paſs through the trials to 
which we are called in providence ? Alas, how ſmall 
arc our trials, compared with thoſe of many of our fel- 
low Chriſtians in former ages! And I would on this 
occaſion apply that in Jer. xii, 5. * If thou haſt run 
with the footmen, and they have wearied thee, then 
% how canſt thou contend with horſes ?” If you have 
not been able to endure the light trials to which you 
have been called in this age, and in this land, mary 
140 41 wo 


„ £A am A  # & fr pr, +, & 


«- Aa 


-a 


* WY Vw. VINE ̃ oO” om * 


D , 


Part 11. l. the Work of REDEMPTION. 315 


would you be able to endure the far greater. trials to 
which the church has been called in former ages > E- 
very true Chriſtian has the ſpirit of a martyr, and 
would ſuffer as a martyr, if he were called to it in pro- 
vidence. | 3 2 

3. Hence we learn what great reaſon we have, aſ- 
ſuredly to expect the fulfilment of what yet remains to 
be fulfilled of things foretold in ſcripture. The ſcrip- 
tures foretel many great things yet to be fulfilled before 
the end of the world. But there ſeem to be great dif- 


ficulties in the way We ſeem, at preſent to be very far 


from ſuch a ſtate as is foretold in the ſcriptures 3; but 
we have abundant reaſon to expect, that theſe things, 
however ſeemingly difficult, will yet be accompliſhed in 
their ſeaſon. We ſee the faithfulneſs of God to his 
promiſes hitherto, How true has God been to his 
church, -and remembered his mercy from generation to 
generation! We may ſay concerning what God has 
done hitherto for his church, as Joſhua ſaid to the chil. 
dren. of Iſrael, Joſh. xxiii. 14. That not one thing 
* hath failed of all that the Lord eur God hath ſpo- 
& ken concerning his church ;” but all things are hi- 
therto come to paſs agreeable to the divine prediction. 
This ſhould ſtrengthen our faith in thoſe promiſes, and 
encourage us, and ſtir us up to earneſt prayer to God 
for the accompliſhment of the great and glorious things 
which yet remain to be fulfilled. 570 


Ir has already been ſhown how the ſucceſs of Chriſt's 
redemption was carried on through various periods 
down to the preſent time. . 1 

IV. I come now to ſhow how the ſucceſs of Chriſt's 
redemption will be carried on from the preſent time, 
till Antichriſt is fallen, and Satan's viſible kingdom on 
earth is deſtroyed. And with reſpect to this ſpace 
of time, we have nothing to guide us but the prophe- 
cies of ſcripture. Through moſt of the time from the 
fall of man to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Ro- 
mans, we had ſcripture-hiſtory to guide us; and from 
thence to the preſent time we had prophecy, together 
with the accompliſhment of it in providence, as related 
in human hiſtories. But henceforward we have only 
prophecy to guide us. And here I would pals by thoſe 
| Rr 2 things 


k, 


316 A HISTORY. of Period nt. 
things that are only conjectural, or that are ſurmiſed 


ſome from thoſe prophecies which are doubtful in their 


interpretation, and ſhall inſiſt only on thoſe. things 
which are more clear and evident. 


3 We know not what particular events are to come to 


ſs before that. glorious work of God's Spirit begins, 
E which Satan's kingdom is to be overthrown. By the 
conſent of moſt divines, there are but few things, if 
any at all, that are foretold to be accompliſhed before 
the beginning of that glorious work of God. Some 
think the flaying of the witneſſes, Rev. xi. 7. 8. is not 
yet accompliſhed. 80 divines differ with reſpect to the 
pouring out of the ſeven vials, of which we have an 
account, Rev. xvi. how many are already poured out, 
or how many remain to be poured out; though a late 
expoſitor, whom I have before mentioned to you, ſeems 
to make it very plain and evident, that all are already 


poured out but two, viz. the ſixth on the river Euph- 


rates, and the ſeventh into the air. But I will not now 
ſtand to inquire what is intended by the pouring out of 
the fixth vial on the river Euphrates, that the way of 
the kings of the eaſt may be prepared; but only would 
ſay, that it ſeems to be ſomething immediately prepa- 
ring the way for the deſtruction of the ſpiritual Babylon, 
as the drying up of the river Euphrates, which ran 
through the midſt of old Babylon, was what prepared the 
way of the kings of the Medes and Perſians, the kings 
of the caſt, to come in under the walls, and deſtroy that 
city. 13 | 

But whatever this be, it does not appear that it is any. \ 
thing which ſhall be accompliſhed before that work of 
God's Spirit is begun, by which, as it goes on, Satan's 
viſible kingdom on earth ſhall be utterly, overthrown. © 
And therefore I would proceed directly to conſider 
what the ſeripture reveals concerning the work of God 
itſelf, by which he will bring about this great event, as 
being the next thing which is to be accompliſhed that 
we are certain of from the prophecies of ſcripture. | 
And, firſt, I would obſerve two things in general 


concerning it. | | 


1. We have all reaſon to conclude from the ſcrip- 
tures, that juſt before this work of God begins, it will 
be à very dark time with reſpect to the intereſts of reli» 
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gion in the world. It has been ſo before thoſe glorious 
revivals of religion that have been hitherto. It was 
ſo when Chriſt came; it was an exceeding degenerate 
time among the Jews: and ſo it was a very dark time 
before the Reformation. And not only ſo, but it ſeems 
to be foretold in ſcripture, that it ſhall be a time of bur 
little religion, when Chrift ſhall come to ſet up b's 
kingdom in the world, Thus when Chriſt ſpake of his 
coming, to encourage his elect, who cry to him day 
and night, in Luke xviii. 8. he adds this, © Nevertheleſs, 
„ when the Son of man cometh, ſhall he find faith on 
« the earth?” Which ſeems to denote a great preva- 
lency of infidelity juſt before Chriſt's coming to avenge 
his ſuffering church. Though Chriſt's coming at the 
laſt judgement .is not here to be excluded,' yet there 
ſeems to be a ſpecial reſpect to his coming to deliver his 
church from their long-continued' ſuffering perſecuted 


ſtate, which is accompliſhed only at his coming at the 


deſtruction of Antichriſt. That time that the cle& cry 
to God, as in Rev. vi. 10. How long, O Lord; holy 
and true, doſt thou not judge and avenge our blood 
* on them that dwell on the earth?“ and the time ſpo- 
ken of in Rev. xviii. 20. Rejoice over her, thou 
& heaven, and ye holy apoſtles, and prophets, for God 
% hath avenged you on her,” will then be acumpliſh= 
ed. 55 5 
It is now a very dark time with reſpect to the intereſts 
of religion, and ſuch a time as this propheſied of in this 
place; wherein there is but a little faith, and a great 
prevailing of infidelity. on the earth. There is now a 
remarkable fulfilment of that in 2 Pet. iii. 3. Know- 
ing this, that there ſhall come in the laſt days ſcof- 
„ fers, walking after their own luſts.” And ſo Jude, 
17+ 18. © But beloved, remember ye the words which 
«« were ſpoken before of the apoſtles of our Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt; how that they told you there ſhould be mock» 
« ers in the laſt time, who ſhould walk after their 
* own ungodly luſts.” Whether the times ſhall be any 
darker ſtill, or how much darker, before the beginning 
of this, glorious work of God, we cannot tell. | 
2. There is no reaſon from the word of God to 


think any other, than that this great work of God will 


be wrought, though very fwiftly, yet gradually. _ 
| the 


- 


s 4 HISTORY of enen. 
che children of Iſrael were gradually brought out of the 
Babyloniſh captivity, firſt one company, and then an- 
other, and gradually rebuilt their city and temple-z and 
as the Heathen Roman empire was deſtroyed by a gra- 
dual, though a very ſwift prevalency of the goſpel; ſo, 
though there are many things which ſeem to hold forth 
az though the work of God would be, exceeding ſwift, 
and many great and wonderful events ſhould very ſud- 
ny be brought to paſs, and ſome great parts of Satan's 
viſible kingdom thould have a very ſudden fall, yet all 
will not be accompliſhed at once, as by ſome great mi- 
racle, as the reſurrection of the dead at the end of the 
world will be all at once; but this is a work which will 
be accompliſhed by means, by the preaching of the go- 
ſpel, and the uſe of the ordinary means of grace, and 
(0 ſhall be gradually brought to paſs. Some ſhalt be 
converted, and be the means of others converſion, 
God's Spirit ſhall be poured out firſt to raiſe up inſtru- 
ments, and then thoſe inſtruments ſhall be uſed and 
ſucceeded. And doubtleſs one nation ſhall be enlight- 
enced and converted after another, one falſe religion 
and falſe way of worſhip exploded after another. By 
the repreſentation. in Dan. ii. 3. 4. the ſtone cut out of 
the mountains without hands gradually grows. So Chriſt 
teaches us, that the kingdom of heaven is like a grain of 
muſtard-ſeed, Matth. xiii. 31. 32. and like leaven hid in 
three meaſures of meal, verſ. 33. The ſame repreſen- 
tation we have in Mark iv. 26. 27. 28. and in the viſion 
of the waters of the ſanctuary, Ezck. xlvii. The 
ſcriptures hold forth as though there ſhould be ſeveral 
ſucceſſive great and glorious events by which this glo- 
rious work ſhould be accompliſhed.” The angel, ſpeak - 
ing to the prophet Daniel of thoſe glorious times, men- 
tions two glorious periods, at the end of which glorious 
things ſhould be accompliſhed : Dan. xii. 11. And 
* from the time that the daily ſacrifice ſhall be taken 
„ away, and the abomination that maketh deſolate ſet 
„ up, there ſhall be a thouſand two hundred and nine- 
* ty days.” But then he adds in the next verſe, ' 
«« Bleſſed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thou- 
© ſand three hundred and five and thirty days;“ inti- 
mating, that ſomething very glorious ſhould be accom- 
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pliſhed at the end of the former period, but ſomething | 
much more glorious at the end of the latter, | 

But I now proceed to ſhow how this glorious wor 
{hall be accompliſhed. wi 

1. The Spirit of God ſhall be gloriouſly poured out 
for the wonderful revival and propagation of religion. 
This great work ſhall be accompliſhed, not by the au- 
thority of princes, nor by the wiſdom of learned men, 
but by God's Holy Spirit: Zech. iv. 6. 7. Not by might, 
% nor by power, but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord of 
« hoſts. Who art-thou, O great mountain ? before 
«© Zerubbabel thou ſhalt become a, plain, and he ſhall 
cc bring forth the head-fione thereof with ſhoutings, 
6 wi Grace, grace unto it.” So the prophet E- 
zekiel, ſpeaking of this great work of God, ſays, chap, 


XXXIix. 29. Neither will I hide my face any more from 


« them; for I have poured out my Spirit on the houſe 


d of Iſrael, faith the Lord God.“ We know not where 


this pouring out of the Spirit ſhall begin, or whether 
in many places at once, or whether, what hath already 


been, be not ſome forerunner and beginning of it. 


This pouring out of the Spirit of God, when it is be- 
gun, ſhall ſogn bring great multitudes to forſake that 
vice and wickkuneſs which now ſo generally prevails, 
and ſhall cauſe that vital religion, which is now ſo de- 
ſpiſed and laughed at in the world, to revive. The 
work of converſion ſhall break forth, and go on in ſuch 
2 manner as never has been hitherto; agreeable to that 
in If. xliv. 3. 4. 5. —.God, by pouring out his Holy 
Spirit, will furniſh men to be glorious inſtruments of 


carrying on this work; will fill them with knowledge 


and wifdom, and fervent- zeal for the promoting the 
kingdom of Chriſt, and the falyation of fouls, and pro- 
agating the goſpel in the world. So that the goſpel 
ſhall begin to be preached with abundantly greater clear-. 
neſs and power. than had heretofore. been: for this 
great work of God ſhall be brought to paſs: by the 
preaching of the golpel, as is repreſented in Rev. xiv. 
6.7.8. that before Babylon falls, the goſpel ſhall be 


powerfully preached and propagated in the world. 


This was rypificd of old by the founding of the filver © 
trumpets in Iſrael in the beginning of their jubilee : 
Lev, xxv. 9, Then ſhalt thou cauſe the — 

b 6c 


« 


320 ' A HISTORY of -  PeriodItt, 


the jubilee to ſound on the tenth day of the ſe. 
« venth month; on the day of atonement ſhall ye 


„ make the trumpet ſound throughout all your land.” 


The glorious times which are approaching, are as it 
were the church's jubilee, which fhall be introduced by 


the ſounding of the ſilver, trumpet of the goſpel, as is 


foretold in If. xxvii. 13. And it ſhall come to paſs in 
„ that day, that the great trumpet ſhall be blown, and 
« they ſhall. come which were ready to periſh in the 
land of Aſſyria, and the outcaſts of the land of E- 
„ gypt, and ſhall: worſhip the Lord in the holy moulit 
« at Jeruſalem.” And there ſhall be a glorious: pour- 
.ing out of the Spirit with this clear and powerful 
-preaching of the' goſpel, to make it ſucceſsful for re- 
viving thoſe holy doctrines of religion which are now 
;chiefly ridiculed in the world, and turning many from 
hereſy, aud from Popery, and from other falſe reli- 
gion; and alſo for turning many from their vice and 
| ewe and for bringing vaſt multitudes ſavingly 


home to Chriſt. e N 
That work of converſion ſhall go on in a wonderful 
manner, and ſpread more and more. Many ſhall. flow 
together to the goodneſs of the Lord, and ſhall come 
as it were in flocks, one flock and multitude after an- 
other continually flowing in, as in If, Ix. 4. 5. Lift 
e up thine eye round about, and ſee; all they gather 
 ** themſelves together, they come to thee.; thy ſons 
' ſhall come from far, and thy daughters ſhall be nur- 
„ ſed at thy fide. Then thou ſhalt fee and flow. toge- 
% ther.” And ſo verl. 8. Who are theſe. that fly as 
% a cloud, and as the doves to their windows?“ And 
it being repreſented. in the forementioned place in the 
Revelation, that the goſpel ſhall be preached. to every 
tongue, and kindred, and nation, and people, before 
the fall of Antichriſt; ſa we may ſuppoſey that it will 
ſoon be ploriouſly ſucceſsful to bring in multitudes from 
every nation and it ſhall ſpread more and more with 
wonderful ſwiftneſs, and vaſt numbers ſhall ſudden} 
be brought in as it were at once, as you may fee, II. 
e | bY. Lo COTE 
2. This pouring out of the Spirit of God will. not 
affect the overthrow. of Satan's / viſible kingdom, till 
there has firſt been a violent and mighty oppoſition —_ 
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In this the ſcripture is plain, that when Chriſt is thus 
gloriouſly coming forth, and the deſtruction of Anti- 
chriſt is ready at hand, and Satan's kingdom begins to 
totter, and to appear to be imminently threatened, the 
powers of the kingdom of darkneſs will riſe up, and 
mightily exert themſelves to prevent their kingdom 
being overthrown. Thus after the pouring out the 
ſixth vial, which was to dry up the river Euphrates, to 
prepare the way for the deſtruction of fpiritual Babylon, 
it is repreſented in Rev. xvi. as though the powers of 
hell will be mightily alarmed, and ſhould ſtir up them- 


| ſelves to oppoſe the kingdom of Chriſt, before the 


ſeventh and laſt vial ſhall be poured out, which ſhalt 
give them a final and complete overthrow.. We have 
an account of the pouring out of the ſixth in verſ. 12. 
And then upon this, the beloved diſeiple informs us in 
the following verſes, that “ three unclean ſpirits like 
& frogs ſhall go forth unto the kings of the earth, to 
e gather them together to the battle of the great day 
« of, God Almighty.” This ſeems to be the laſt and 
greateſt effort of Satan to ſave his kingdom from being 
overthrown ; though perhaps he may make as great to- 
wards the end of the world to regain it; SG 
When the Spirit begins to be ſo gloriouſly poured 
forth, and the devil ſees ſuch multitudes flocking to 
Chriſt in one nation and another, and the foundations 
of his kingdom daily undermining, and the pillars of it 
breaking, and the whole ready to come to ſwift and 
ſudden Jeftru&tion, it will greatly alarm all hell. Sa- 
tan has ever had a dread of having his Kingdom over- 

thrown, and he has been oppoſing of it ever ſince 
Chriſt's aſcenſion, and has been doing great works to 
fortify his kindom, and to prevent it, ever ſince the 
day of Conſtantine the Great. To this end he has ſet 
up thoſe two mighty kingdoms of Antichriſt and Ma- 
homet, and brought in all the hereſies, and ſuperſti- 
tions, and corrupt opinions, which there are in the 
world. But when he ſees all begins to fail, it will rouſe 
him up exceedingly. If Satan dreaded being caſt out 
of the Roman empire, how much more does he dread 


being caſt out of the whole world ! © 


It ſeems as though in this laſt great oppoſition which 
ſhall be made againſt the 3 defend the king- 
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dom of Satan, all the forces of Antichriſt, and Maho. 
metaniſm, and Heatheniſm, will be united ; all the for- 
25 ses of Satan's viſible kingdom through the whole world 
q of mankind, And therefore it is ſaid, - that ** ſpirits of 
L « devils ſhall go forth unto the kings of the earth, and 
. ' of the whole world, to gather them together to the 
a 6 battle of the great day of God Almighty.” And theſe 
. a ſpirits are ſaid to come out of the mouth of the dra- 
gon, and out of the mouth of the beaſt, and out of the 
mouth of the falſe prophet; i. e. there ſhall be the ſpi- 
rit of Popery, and the ſpirit of Mahometaniſm, and 
the ſpirit of Heatheniſm, all united. By the beaſt is 
meant Antichriſt; by the dragon, in this book, is com- 
monly meant the devil, as he reigns over his Heathen 
kingdom; by the falſe prophet, in this book; is ſome- 
times meant the Pope and his clergy: but here an eye 
ſeems ta, be had to Mahomet, whom his followers call 
the great prophet of God, This will be as it were the 
dying ſtruggles of the old ſerpent; a battle wherein he 
will fight as one that is almoſt deſperate. 
WMe know not particularly in what manner this op- 
_ poſition ſhall be made. It is repreſented as a battle; it 
is called the battle of the great day of. God Almighty, 
There will be ſome way or other a mighty ſtruggle: be- 
tween Satan's kingdom and the cheek, and pro- 
bably in all ways of oppoſition that can be; and - | 
doubiuleſs great oppolition by external force; wherein | 
the princes of the world who are on the devil's. fide 
ſhall join hand in hand: for it is ſaid, The kings of 
% the earth are gathered together to battle,” Rev. xix, 
19. And probably withal there will be great oppoſi- 
tion of ſubtle diſputers and carnal reaſoning, and great 
perſecution in many places, and great oppoſition by vi- 
rulent reproaches, and alſo great oppoſition by, craft 
and ſubtlety. The devil now — will ply his ſkill, 
as well as ſtrength, to the utmoſt, The devils, and 
thoſe who belong to their kingdom, will every where 
be {tirred up, and engaged to make an united and vio- 
lent oppoſition againſt this holy religion, which they 
ſee prevailing ſo mightily, in the world. Bur, 2 
3. Chriſt and his church ſhall in this battle obtain 4 
complete and entire victory over their enemies. Th 
thall be torally routed and overthrown in this _ lat 
655 41s | | ort.” 
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effort. When tlie powers of hell and earth are thug 
gathered together againſt Chriſt, and his armies ſhall | F 
come forth againſt them by his word and Spirit to fight = 


| 
with them, in how auguſt, and pompous, and glorious 
a manner is this coming forth of Chriſt and his church 
ö to this battle deſcribed, Rev. xix. 11. &c. ] And to re- 
] preſent to us how great the victory ſhould be which | | 
a they ſhould obtain, and how mighty the overthrow of Pe = 
; their enemies, it is ſaid, verf. 17. & 18. that “ all che 
4 fowls of heaven are called together, to eat the great 
| “ ſupper given them, of the fleſh of kings, and cap- 
ö 6% tains, and mighty men,“ &c.; and then, in the fol- 
. lowing verſes, we have an account of the victory and 
\ overthrow. | | 
. In this victory, the ſeventh vial ſhall be poured out. 
: It is faid, Rev. xvi. 16. of the great army that ſhould. 
1 be gathered together againſt Chriſt : · And he gather-. 
0 * ed them together into a place called in the Hebrew 
9 * tongue, Armageddon ;” and then it is ſaid, © And the 
&« ſeventh angel poured out his vial into the air; and 
2 « there came à great voice out of the temple of heaven, —_ 
£ © from the throne, ſaying, It is done.” Now the bu- | 
C fineſs is done for Satan and his adherents, When this 
4 victory is obtained, all is in effect done. Satan's laſt 
» and greateſt oppoſition is conquered ; all his meaſures _ 
d © I are defeated; the pillars of his kingdom broken aſun- 
n der, and will fall of courſe. The devil is utterly baf- 
0 fled and confounded, and knows not what elſe to do. 
f He now ſees his Antjchriſtian, and Mahometan, and 
8. Heathenith kingdoms through the world, all tumbling 
„ about his ears. He and his moſt powerful inſtruments 
Ut are taken captive. Now that is in effect done which 
„the church of God had been ſo long waiting and ho- 
ft ping for, and fo earneſtly crying to God for, ſaying, 
, % How long, O Lord, holy and true?” now the time 
d is come: a7 t ado Wigs ge 
'© The angel who ſet his right foot on the ſea, and his 
* left foot on the earth, lift up his hand to heaven, and 
7 ſwore by him that liveth for ever and ever, who erea- 


ted heaven, and all things that therein are, and the 
earth, and the things that therein are, and the fea, , 
and the — which are therein, that when the ſeventitn 
angel ſhould come to ſound, the time ſhould be n&6 
longer. And now the time is come; now the ſeventh 
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trumpet. ſounds, and the ſeventh vial is poured out, 
both together; intimating, that now all is finiſhed as to 
the overthrow of ' Satan's viſible kingdom on earth. 
This victory ſhall be by far the greateſt that ever was 
obtained over Satan and his adherents. By this blow, 
with which the ftane cut out of the mountain without 
hands ſhall ſtrike the image of gold, and filver, and 
braſs, and iron, and clay, it ſhall all be broken to pie- 
ces. This will be a finiſhing blow to the image, ſo 
- that it ſhall become as the chaff of the ſummer threſh- 
ing-floor. , | | Ev > | 
Inc this victory will be a moſt glorious diſplay of di- 
vine power. _ Chriſt ſhall therein appear in the charac- 
ter of King of kings, and Lord of lords, as in Rev. 
Nix. 16. Now Chriſt ſhall daſh his enemies, even the 
ſtrongeſt and proudeſt of them, in pieces; as a potter's 
veſſel ſhall they be broken to ſhivers. Then ſhall ſtrength 
be ſhown out of / weakneſs, and Chriſt ſhall cauſe his 
church as it were to threſh the mountains, as in If. xli. 
15. “ Behold, I will make thee a new ſharp threſh- 
ing · inſtrument having teeth: thou ſhalt threſh the 
* mountains, -and beat them ſmall, and ſhalt make the 
de hills as chaff.” And then ſhall be fulfilled that in 
If, xlii. 13. 14. 15. ns 8 on 
4. Conſequent on this victory, Satan's viſible king- 
dom on earth ſhall be deſtroyed. When Satan is con- 
quered in this laſt battle, the church of Chriſt will have 
caſy work of it; as when Joſhua and the children of 
Iſrael had obtained that great victory over the five kings 
of the Amorites, when the ſun ſtood ſtill, and God 
. ſent great hail-ſtones on their enemies, they after that 
went from one city to another, and burnt them with 
fire: they had ealy work of ſubduing the cities and. 
country to which“ they belonged. 80 it was, alſo after 
that other great battle that Joſhua had with that great 
multit ide at the waters of Meram. 80 after this glo- 
rious victory of Chriſt and his church over their ene- 
mies, over the chief powers of Satan's kingdom, they 
ſhall deſtroy that kingdom in all thoſe cities and coun- 
tries to which they belonged. After this the word of 


 * God ſhalt have a ſpeedy and ſwift progreſs through the 


garth; as it is ſaid, that on the pouring out of the ſe- 
venth vial, © the cities of the nations fell, and every 1 
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& fled away, and the mountains were not found,” Rev. 
xvi. 19. 20. When once the ſtone cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands had broken the image in pieces, it 
was eaſy to aboliſh all remains of it. The very wind 
will carry it away as the chaff of the ſummer threſhing- 
floor. "Becauſe Satan's viſible kingdom on earth ſhall 
now be deſtroyed, therefore it is ſaid; that the ſeventh 
vial, by which this ſhall be done, ſhall be poured out 
into the air; which is repreſented in ſcripture. as the 
ſpecial ſeat of his kingdom; for he is called the prince 
of the power of the air, Eph. ii. 2. Now is come the 
time for puniſhing Leviathan, that piercing ſerpent, of 
which we read in If, xxvii. 1. © In that day the Lord 
„with his ſore and great and ſtrong ſword, ſhall pu- 
« niſh leviathan the piercing ſerpent, even leviathan, 
chat crooked ſerpent, and he ſhall ſlay the dragon chat 
« is in. the ſea.” | 

Concerning chis overthrow of Sana s viſible kingdom 
on earth, I would, 1. Show wherein this overthrow of 
Satan's viſible kingdom will chiefly conſiſt; 2. The ex- 


tent and univerſality of this overthrow. 


1. I would ſhow wherein this overthrow: of Satan's 
kingdom will chiefly conſiſt. I ſhall mention the par- 
ticular things in which it will conſiſt, without pretend- 
ing to determine in what order they ſhall come to paſs, 
or which ſhall be accompliſhed firſt, or whether they 
{hall be accompliffied together. | 
(1) Hereſies, and intidelity, and ſuperſtition, among 
thoſe who have been brought up under the light of the 
goſpel, will, then be abolithed, . Then there will be an 
end to Socinianiſm, and Arianiſm, and Quakeriſm, 


and Arminianiſm; and Deiſm, which is now ſo bold 


and confident in infidelity, ſhall then be cruſhed, and 
driven away, and vaniſh to nothing; and all ſhall agree 
in the ſame great and important doctrines of the golj 
agreeable to that in Zech. xiv. 9. And the Lord Na 
de king over all the earth: in that day ſhall there 
« be one Lord, and his name one.” Then {hall be a- 
boliſhed all ſuperſtitious ways of worſhip, and all ſhall 
agree in worſhipping God in his own ways: Jer. xxxii. 
39- © And I will give them one heart, and one-way, 
that they may 5 me for ever, for the daten of 
e them, and of cheir children after them.“ 
| | (2) The 
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(2) The kingdom of Antichriſt ſhall be utterly over- 
thrown. || His kingdom and dominion has been much 
brought down already by the vial poured out on his 
throne'in the Reformation; but then it ſhall be utterly 
deſtroyed. Then ſhall be proclaimed, * Babylon is fal- 
* zen, is fallen.“ When the ſeventh angel ſounds, „the 
„% time, times and half, ſhall be out, and the time ſhalt 


„ be no longer.“ Then ſhall be accompliſhed concern - 


ing Antichriſt the things which are written in the 18th 
chapter of Revelation of the ſpiritual Babylon, that 
t city Rome, or the idolatrous Roman government, 


that has for ſo many ages been the great enemy of the 


Chriſtian chureh, firſt under H niſm, then under 


Popery : that proud city which lifted herſelf up to hea- 


ven, and above God himſelf in her pride and haughti- 
neſs ; that cruel, bloody city, ſhall come down to the 
ground, Then ſhall that be fulfilled, If. zxvi. 3. „ For 
« he bringeth. down them that dwell on high, the lofty city 
& he layeth it low, he layeth it low, even to the ground; 
4 he bringeth it even to the duſt,” She ſhall be thrown | 
% down with violence, like a great millſtone cait into 
4 the ſea; and ſhall be found no more at all, and ſhall 
«© become an habitation of devils, and the hold of every 
«foul ſpirit, and. a cage of every unclean and hateful 
5 bird.” Now ſhall the be ſtripped of all her glory, 
and riehes, and ornaments, and ſhall be caſt out as an 
abominable branch, and ſhall be troden down as the 
mire of the ſtreets. All her policy and craft, in which 
ſhe ſo abounded, ſhall not ſave her. And God ſhall 
make his people, who have been ſo perſecuted by her, 
to come and put their foot on the neck of Antichriſt, 
and he ſhall be their footſtool. All the ſtrength and 
wiſdom of this great whore ſhall fail her, and there 
ſnall be none to help her. The kings of the earth, 
who before gave their power and ſtrength to the beaſt; 
ſhall now hate the whore, and ſhall make her defolate 
and naked, and thall eat her fleſh, and burn her with 
fire, Rev. xvii. 16. ed 1 
(3) That other great kingdom which Satan has ſet 
up in oppoſitian to the Chriſtian church, viz; his Ma- 


hametan kingdom, ſhall be utterly overthrowu. Ihe 


locuſts and horſemen in the gth of Revelation, have 
their appointed and limited time ſet — = 


\ 
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falſe prophet ſhall be taken and deſtroyed. And then, 

though Mahometaniſm has been ſo vaſtly propagated in 

the world, and is upheld by ſuch a great empire, this 

ſmoke, which has aſcended out of the bottomleſs pit, 

ſhall be utterly ſcattered before the light of that glo- 

rious day, and the Mahometan empire ſhall fall at the 

ſound of the great trumpet which ſhall then be blown. 

_ (4) Jewiſh. infidelity ſhall then be overthrown. Ho. 

ever obſtinate they have been now for above 1700 years 

| in their rejection of Chriſt, and inſtances of the con» 
verſion of any of that nation. have been ſo very rare 
ever ſince the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, but they have, 
againſt the plain teachings of their own prophets, con; 
tinued to approve of the cruelty of their forefathers in 
crucifying Chriſt ; yet when this day comes, the thick 
vail that blinds their eyes ſhall be removed, 2 Cor, iii. 
16,3 and divine grace ſhall melt and renew their hard 
hearts, and they ſhall look on him whom they have - 
*« pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him, as one mourn- 
C eth for his only ſon, and ſhall be in bitterneſs as one 
ce that is in bitterneſs for his firſt-born,” Zech. xii. 10. 
&c. And then ſhall the houſe of Iſrael be ſaved: the 
Jews in all their diſperſions ſhall caſt away their old in- 
fidelity, and ſhall wonderfully have their hearts chan- - 
ged, and abhor themſelves for their paſt unbelief and 
obſtinacy z and ſhall flow together to the bleſſed Jeſus, 
penitently, humbly, and joytully owning him as their 

lorious King and only Saviour, and ſhall with all their 

hearts, as with one heart and voice, declare his praiſes 

unto other nations. , 1 6 

Nothing is more certainly foretold than this national 

converſion of the Jews is in the 11th chapter of Ro- 
mans. And there are alſo many paſſages of the Old 
Teſtament which cannot be interpreted in any other 
ſenſe, which I cannot now ſtand to mention. Beſides 
the prophecies of the calling of the Jews, we have a re- 
markable ſeal of the fulfilment of this great event in 
providence, by a thing which is a kind of continual - 
miracle, viz. their being preſerved a diſtinct nation in 

ſuch a diſperſed condition for above 1600 years. L 
world affords nothing elſe like it. There is undoub 
ly a remarkable hand of providence in it. When 
ſhall pe called, then ſhall that ancient people, a 
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alone God's people for ſo long a time, be God's people 
again, never to be rejected more: they ſhall then be ga- 
thered into one fold together with the Gentiles; and ſo 
alſo ſhall the remains of the ten tribes, where · ever they 
de, and though they have been rejected much longer 
than the Jews, be brought in with their brethren the 
Jews. The prophecies of Hoſea eſpecially ſeem to hold 
this forth, that in the future glorious times of the 
church, both Judah and Ephraim, or Judah and the 
ten tribes, ſhall be brought in together, and ſhall be 
united as one people, as they formerly were under Da- 
vid and Solomon; as Hof. i. 11. ; and ſo in the laſt 
chapter of Hoſea, and other parts of his prophecy. 
> ough we do not know the time in which this con- 
verfion of the nation of Iſrael will come to paſs; yet 
thus much we may determine by ſcripture, that it will 
be before the glory of the Gentile part of the church 
ſhall be fully accompliſhed ; becauſe it is ſaid, that 
their coming in ſhall be life from the dead to the Gen- 
tiles, Rom. xi. 12. 16. 79 Enie an 
(5) Then ſhall all Satan's Heatheniſh kingdom be 
overthrown. © Groſs Heatheniſm now poſſeſſes a great 
part of the earth, and there are ſuppoſed to be more 
Heathens now in the world, than of all other profeſ- 
ſions taken together, Jews, Mahometans, or Chriſtians. 
But then the Heathen nations ſhall be enlightened with 
the glorious goſpel. There will be a wonderful ſpirit 
of Py towards them, and ' zeal for their inſtruction 
and converſion put into multitudes, and many ſhall go 
forth and carry the goſpel unto them; and then ſhall 
the joyful ſound be Beard among them, and the Sun 
of righteouſneſs ſhall then ariſe with his glorious light 


. ſhining on thoſe many vaſt regions of the earth that 


have been covered with  Heatheniſh darkneſs: for many 
_ thouſand years, many of them doubtleſs ever ſince the 
times of Moſes and Abraham, and have lain thus long 
in a miſerable condition, under the cruel tyranny of the 
devil, who has all this while blinded and befooled them, 
and domineered over them, and made a prey of them 
generation to generation. Now the glad tidings 
the goſpel ſhalt ſound there, and they ſhall be 
ught out of darkneſs into marvellous light. th 


It is promiſed, that Heatheniſm e be defirey- 
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ed in many places. God has ſaid, That the gods that 
have not made theſe heavens and this earth, ſhall periſh. 
from tlie earth, and from under theſe heavens, Jer. x. 


11, and that he will utterly aboliſh idols, If, ii. 8. — 


Then ſhall the many nations of Africa, the nations of 
negroes, and other Heathens who chiefly fill that quar- 
ter of the world, who now ſeem to be in a ſtate but 


little above the beaſts, and in many reſpects much be- 


low them, bs enlightened with glorious light, and deli- 
vered from all their darkneſs, and ſhall become a civil, 
Chrithan,, underſtanding, and holy people. Then ſhall 
the vaſt'continent of America, which now in ſo great a 

part of it is covered with barbarous ignorance and cruel- 
ty, be every where covered with glorious. goſpel - light 
and Chriſtian love; and inſtead of worſhipping the de- 
vil, as now they do, they ſhall ſerve God, and praiſes 
ſhall be ſung every where to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the. 
bleſſed Saviour of the world. So may we expect it will 
be in that great and populous part of the world, the 
Eaſt Indies, which are now .moſtly inhabited by the 
worlhippers of the devil; and ſo throughout that mh | 
country Great Tartary: and then the kingdom of 
Chriſt will be eſtabliſhed in thoſe continents which have 
been more lately diſcovered towards the north and 
ſouth poles, where now men differ very little from the 
wild beaſts, excepting that they worſhip the devil, and 
beaſts do not. Ihe ſame will be the caſe with reſpect 
to thoſe countries which have never yet been diſcovered. 
Thus will be glorioufly fulfilled that in II. XXXV, . 
© The wilderneſs and the ſolitary. place Ihall be glad 


for them: and the deſert ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom as 


,, 1 ITS; 
2, Having thus ſhown wherein this overthrow of Satan's 


kingdom will conſiſt, I come now to the thing to be obſer- 


ved concerning it, viz. its univerſal extent. The viſible 


kingdom of Satan ſhall be overthrown, and the kingdom 


of Chriſt ſet up on the ruins of it, every where through- 


out the whole habitable. globe. Now ſhall-the promiſe | 

made to Abraham be fulfilled, That“ in him and in 

« his ſced all the families of the carth ſhall be bleſſed 38 

and Chriſt now ſhall become the deſire of all nation 

agreeable to Haggai ii, 7. Now the kingdom of Chri 

(bal in the moſt ſtrict . literal ſenſe be — 
| eee 
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all nations, and the whole earth. There are many paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture that can be underſtood in no other 
ſenſe. What can be more univerſal than that in If, xi. 
9. © For the carth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
„Lord, as the waters cover the ſea,” As much as to 
ſay, As there is no part of the channel or cavity of the 
fea any where, but what is covered with water; ſo there 
ſhall be no part of the world of mankind but what 
ſhall be covered with the knowledge of God. So it is 
foretold in II. xlv. 22. that all the ends of the earth 
ſhall look to Chriſt, and be ſaved. And to ſhow 
that the words are to be underſtood in the moſt univer- 
ſal ſenſe, it is ſaid in the, next verſe, * I have ſworn 
«by myſelf, the word is gone out of my mouth in righ- 
6 confeſs and ſhall not return, that unto me every 
&* knee ſhall bow, every tongue ſhall ſwear.” 09 _ 
80 the moſt univerſal expreſſion is uſed, Dan. vii. 27. 
« And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatneſs 
% of the kingdom under the whole heaven, ſhall be 
% given to the people of the faints of the Moſt High 
% God.” You ſee the expreſſion includes all under the 
whole heaven. oo 
When the devil was caſt out of the Roman empire, 
becauſe that was the higheſt and principal part of the 
world, and the other nations that were left were low 
and mean in compariſon of thoſe of that empire, it was 
repreſented as Satan's being caſt out of heaven to the 
earth, Rev. xii, 9; but it is repreſented that he ſhall 
be caſt out of the earth too, and ſhut up in hell, Rev. 
XX. 1, 2. 3.—— This is the, greateſt revolution by far 
that ever came to pals : therefore it is ſaid in Rey, xvi- _ 
17. 18. That on the pouring out of the ſeventh. vial, 
there was. a great earthquake, ſuch. as was not fince 
men were upon earth, fo mighty an earthquake and ſo 
great. And this is the third great diſpenſation of pro- 
vidence which is in ſcripture compared to Chriſt's co- 
ming to judgement, 80 it is in Rev. xvi. 15. There, 
after the ſixth vial, and after the devil's armies were ga- 
thered together to their great battle, and juſt before 
Chriſt's glorious victory over then, it is ſaid, © Behold 
«I come quickly ; blefſed is he that watcheth, and 
5 Keepeth his garments.” 80 it is called Chri/”s coming 
in 2 Theſ. iy 8. Speaking of Antichriſt, it is = l 
8 « An 
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« And then ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom the * 
Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and 
5 ſhall deſtroy with the brightneſs of his coming.” See 
alſo Dan. vii, 13. 14. where Chriſt's coming to ſet up his 
kingdom on earth, and to TT Antichriſt, is called 
coming with clouds of heaven, And this is more like 
Chriſt's laſt coming to judgement, than any of the pre- 
ceding diſpenſations which are ſo called, on thefe ac- 
counts. | | av 
(.) That the diſpenſation is ſo much greater and more 
univerſal, and ſo more like the day of judgement, 
which reſpects the whole world. 5 
(2) On account of the great ſpiritual reſurrection 
there will be of the church of God accompanying it, 
more reſembling the general reſurrection at the end of 
the world than any other. This ſpiritual reſurrection, 
7 is the refurrection ſpoken of as attended with judge- 
mer TETTTS 3 
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J. (3) Becauſe of the terrible judgements and fearful 
's deſtruction which ſhall now be executed on God's ene- 
FE mies. There will doubtleſs at the introducing of this 
h diſpenſation be a viſible and awful hand of againſt 
1 blaſphemers, Deiſts, and obſtinate heretics, and other 
enemies of Chriſt, terribly deſtroying them, with re- 
8, markable tokens of wrath and vengeance; and eſpe- 
c cially will this diſpenſation be attended with terrible 
w judgements on Antichrift ; and the cruel perſecutors 
of who belong to the church of Rome, ſhall in a moſt aw- 
» 4 ful manner be deſtroyed ; which is compared to à caſt - 
ll ing of Antichriſt into the burning flame, Dan. vii. 11. 
. and to caſting him alive. into the lake that burns with 
Ir fire and brimſtone, Rev. xix. 20: S ee 
3 Then ſhall this cruel perſecuting church fuffer thoſe 
l, judgements from God, which ſhall be far more dread- 
FE, ful than her crueleſt perſecutions of the ſaints, agree- 
ſo able to Rev. xviii. 6. . The judgements which God 
4 ſhall execute on the enemies of the church, are ſo great, 
* that they are compared to God's ſending great hail- 
e, ſtones from heaven upon them, every one of the weight 
* of a talent, as it is ſaid on the pouring out of the ſe- 
e venth vial, Rev. xvi. 21. And there fell upon men a 
id « great hail out of heaven, every ſtone about the 
d % weight of a talent: and men blaſphgmed God, be- 
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e cauſe of the plague of the hail; for the plague there- 
of was excceding great.“ And now, ſhall: be that 
treading of the wine-preſs ſpoken of, Rev. xiv. 19. 20. 
, (4) This ſhall put an end to the church's ſuffering 
ſtate, and ſhall he attended with their glorious and joy- 
ful praiſes. The church's afflicted ſtate, is long, being 
continued, excepting ſome ſhort intermiſſions, Fa the 
reſurrection of Chriſt to this time. But now ſhall a fi- 
nal end be put to her ſuffering ſtate. - Indeed after this 
near the end of the world, the church ſhall be greatly 
- threatened ; but it is ſaid, it ſhall be but for a little ſea- 
ſon, Rey. xx, Jn; for as the times of the church's reſt 
are but ſhort, before the long day of her afflictions are 
at an end; ſo whatever affliction the may ſuffer after 
this, it will be yery ſhort ; but otherwiſe the day of the 
church's affliction and perſecution ſhall now come to a 
final end. The ſcriptures, in many places, ſpeak of 
this time as the end of the ſuffering Hate of the church. 
80 If. li, 22, God ſays to his church with reſpect to 
this time, ( Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the 
«« cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my 
4% fury, thou ſhalt no more drink it again.” Then 
ſhall that be proclaimed to the church, II. xl. 1. 2. 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, ſaith your 
«« God. Speak ye comfortably to Jeruſalem, and cry 
* unto her, that her warfare is accompliſhed, that her 
&« iniquity is pardoned : for ſhe hath received of the 
« Lord's dy double for all her fins.” Alſo that in 
Civ. 8. 9. belongs to this time. And fo that in If, 
830,“ The Lord ſhall be thine eyerlaſting light, and 
* the days of thy mournin; thall be ended.“ And ſo 
- Zeph. iii, 15. The Lord bath taken away thy judge- 


% ments, he. hath caſt out thine enemy: the King of | 


« Irael, even the Lord, is in the midſt of , thee : thou 
6 ſhalt not ſee evil any mare. 
The time which had been before this, had been the 
church's ſowing-time, wherein ſhe ſowed in tears and in 
blood; but now js her harveſt, wherein the will come 
again rejoicing, bringing her ſheaves with her. Now 
f time of the travail of the woman clothed with the 
ſun is at an end: now ſhe hath brought forth her ſon; 
for this gloxjous ſetting up of the kingdom of Chriſt 
through the world, is what the church had been in 1 
F a of f i v 1 
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vail for, with ſuch terrible pangs, for ſo many ages: 
If. xxyi, 17. Like as a woman with child that draws 
tc eth near the time of her. delivery, is in pain, and 
“ crieth out in her pangs ; ſo have we been in thy fight, 


« O Lord.“ See II. Ix. 20. and 1xi. 10. 11.—— And 
now the church ſhall forget her ſorrow, ſince a man- 


child is born into the world: now ſucceed her joyful 
praiſe ' and triumph. Her praiſes. ſhall then go up to 
God from all parts of the earth; as If. xlii. 10. 11. 12. 
And praiſe ſhall not only fill the earth, but-alſo hea - 
ven. The church on earth, and the church in heaven, 
ſhall both gloriouſly rcjoice and praiſe God, as with one 
heart, on that occaſion. Without doubt it will be a 
time of very diſtinguiſhed joy and praiſe among the ho— 
ly prophets and apoſtles,” and the other ſaints in hea- 
ven: Rev. xvii. 20. © Rejoice over her, thou heaven, 


and ye holy apoſtles and prophets, for God hath a- 


e venged you on her.” See how univerſal theſe praiſes _ 
will be in i xliv. 23- „Sing, O ye heavens, for the Lord 

% bath done it: ſhout, ye lower parts of the earth: 
„break forth into ſinging, ye mountains, O foreſt, and 
every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Ja- 
% cob, and glorified himſelf in Iſrael.” See what joyful 
praiſes are ſung to God on this occaſion. by the univer- 
ſal church in heaven and earth, in the beginning of the 
19th chapter of Revelation. VV | 
(5) This diſpenſation is above all preceding ones like 


_ Chriſt's, a to judgement, in that it ſo puts an end 


to the former ſtate of the world, and introduces the e- 
verlaſting kingdom of Chriſt. Now Satan's viſible 
kingdom ſhall be overthrown, after it had ſtood ever 
fince the building of Babel; and the old heavens and 
the old earth ſhall in a greater meaſure be paſſed away 
then than before, and the new heavens and new earth 
fet up in a far more glorious manner than ever be- 


Tuvs I have ſhown how the ſucceſs of Chriſt's pur- 
chaſe has been carried on through the times of the af- 


flicted ſtate of the Chriſtian church, from' Chriſt's re- 


ſurrection, till Antichriſt is fallen, and Satan's viſible - 
kingdom on earth is overthrown, Therefore I come 
en | 9 700 
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_ SEconDLyY, To ſhow how the ſucceſs of redemption 
will be carried on through that ſpace wherein the Chri- 
ſtian church ſhall for the moſt part be in a ſtate of peace 
and proſperity. And in order to this, I would, 
1. Speak of the proſperous ſtate of the church 
throws the greater part of this periol. 
22. Of the great apoſtaſy there ſhall be towards the 
cloſe of it: how greatly then the church ſhall be threat. 
ened by her enemies for a ſhort tim. 2k 
I. I would ſpeak of the proſperous ſtate. of the 
church through the greater part of this period. And 
in doing this, I would, 1. Deſcribe this proſperous ſtate 
of the church; 2. Say ſomething uf its duration, 
1 . I would deſcribe the proſperous ſtate the church 
ſhall be in. 7 0 A a 
And, in the general, T would obſerve two things. 
1. That this is moſt properly the time of the king, 
dom of heaven upon earth. Though the kingdom of 
heaven was in a degree ſet up ſoon after Chriſt's reſur- 
rettion, and in à further degree in the time of Conſtan- 
tine; and though the Chriſtian church in all ages of it 
is called the kingdom of heaven ; 75 this time that we 
are upon, is the principal time of the kingdom of hea - 
ven upon earth, the time principally intended by the 
prophecies of Daniel, which ſpeak of the kingdom of 
1eaven; whence the jo took the name of the kingdom 
ef heaven. 25 Dr og | | 7 
2. Now is the principal fulfilment of all the prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament which ſpeak of the glorious 
times of the goſpel which ſhall be in the latter days. 
Though there has been a glorious fulfilment of thoſe 
rophecies already, in the times of the apoſtles, and of 
Conſtantine ; yet the R are too high to ſuit 
any other time entirely, but that which is to ſucceed 
the fall of Antichriſt. This is moſt properly the glo- 
rious day of the goſpel. Other times are only forerun- 
ners and preparatories to this: other times were the 
ſeed · time, hut this is the harveſt. But more parti- 
cularly, e „ eee ; 
(1) It will be a time of great light and knowledge. 
The preſent days are days of darkneſs, in compariſon 
of thoſe days. The light of that glorious time ſhall be 
ſo great, that it is repreſented as though there ſhould 
then be no night, but only day; no evening nor dark- 


neſs. | 
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neſs. So Zech. xiv. 6. 7. © And it ſhall come to paſs 
& in that day, that the light ſhall not be clear, nor dark. 
© But it ſhall be one day, which ſhall be known to the 
* Lord, not day, nor night: but it ſhall come to paſs, 
* that at evening-time it ſhall be light,” It is fur- 
ther repreſented, as though God would then give ſuch 
light to his church, that it ſhould ſo much exceed the 
glory of the light of the ſun and moon, that they ſhould 
aſhamed : Iſ. xxiv. 23.“ Then the moon ſhall be 
& confounded, and the ſun. aſhamed, when the Lord 
de of : hoſts ſhall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jeruſa- 
« lem, and before his ancients gloriouſly.” _ ; 
There is a kind of vail now caſt over the greater part 
of the world, which keeps them in darkneſs : but then 
this. vail ſhall be deſtroyed.: If. XXV. 7. * And he will 
„% deſtroy in this mountain the face of the covering caſt 
ve over all people, and the vail that is ſpread over all 
„ nations.” And then all countrit nd nations, even 
thoſe which are now moſt ignorant, ſhall be full of 
light and knowledge. Great knowledge ſhall prevail 
every where. It may be hoped, that then many of the 
Negroes and Indians will be divines, and that excellent 
books will be publiſhed in Africa, in Ethiopia, in Tar- 
tary, and other now the moſt barbarous countries; and 
not only learned men, but others of more ordinary e- 
ducation, ſhall then be very knowing in religion: If. 
xxxXIIi. 3. 4. The eyes of them that ſee, ſhall not be 
« dim; and the cars of them that hear, ſhall hearken. 
«© The heart alſo of the raſh, ſhall underſtand know- 


„ ledge.” Knowledge then ſhall be 37 univerſal a- 


mong all ſorts. of perſons; agrecable to Jer. xxxi. 34. 
„ And they ſhall teach no more ney man his neigh- 
© bour, and every man his brother, ſaying, Know the 


% Lord: for they ſhall all know me, from the leaſt of | 


« them unto the greateſt of them.?“ 
There ſhall then be a wonderful. unravelling of the 
diſficulties in the doctrines of religion, and clearing up 
of ſeeming inconſiſtencies: “80 crooked things thall 
« be made ſtraight, and rough places ſhall be made plain, 


cc and darkneſs ſhall become light before God's von 3 . 


« ple.“ Difficulties in ſcripture ſhall then be cleared 
up, and wonderful things ſhall be diſcovered in the 
word of God, which were never diſcovexed before. 

£ k . L | The 
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The great diſcovery of thoſe things in religion which 
had been before kept hid, ae be neg to re- 
moving the vail, and diſcovering the ark of the teſti- 
mony to the people, which before uſed to be kept in 
the ſecret part of the temple, and was never ſeen by 
them. Thus, at the ſounding of the ſeverith angel, 
when it is proclaimed, © that the kingdoms: of this 


„ ' world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 


tc his Chriſt ;” it is added, that the temple of God 
+ was opened in heaven, and there was ſeen in his tem- 
* ple the ark of his teſtament.” So great ſhall be the 
increafe of knowledge in this time, that heaven ſhall be 
as it were opened to the church of God on carth. _ 

(2) It ſhall be a time of great holineſs. Now vital 
religion ſhall every where prevail and reign. ligion 


ſhall not be an empty profeſſion, as it now moſtly' is, 


'but/ holineſs of heart and life ſhall abundantly prevail. 


Thoſe times ſhall be an exception from what Chriſt ſays 


of the ordinary ſtate of the church, viz. that there 
ſhall be but few ſaved; for now holineſs ſhall become 
general: If, IX. 21. J people alſo ſhall be all righ- 
© teous.” Not that there will be none remaining in a 
Chriſtleſs condition; but that viſible wickedneſs ſhall be 
ſuppreſſed every where, and true holineſs ſhall become 
general, though not univerſal. And it ſhall be a won- 
derful time, not only for ng muy of godly men, 
but'for eminency of grace: If, lxv. 20. There ſhall 
© be no more thence an infant of days, nor an old 
« man that hath not filled his days: for the child ſhall 
„die an hundred years old, but the ſinner being. an 
% hundred years old, ſhall be accurſed.” And Zech. 
xii. 8. „He that is feeble among them at that day ſhall 
«6 be as David; and the houſe of David ſhall be as God, 
cc as the angel of the Lord before them.” And holi- 
neſs ſhall then be as it were inſcribed on every thing, on 
all mens common bulineſs 'and employments, and the 
common utenſils of life : all ſbali be as it were dedica- 
ted to God, and applied to holy purpoſes: every thing 


- ſhall then be done to the glory of God: II. xiii. 18 


% And her merchandiſe and her hire ſhall be holineſs 
% to the Lord.” And fo Zech. xiv. 20. 21.—— And 
as God's people then ſhall be eminent 'in . of 
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heart, ſo they ſhall be alſo in holineſs of life and prac- 


ice. | | 15 
- ((3) Tt ſhall be a time wherein religion ſhall in every 
reſpect be uppermoſt in the world. It ſhall be had in 
great eſteem and honour: The ſaints have hitherto for 
the moſt part been kept under, and wicked men have 
8 But now they will be uppermoſt. The king 
om ſhall be given into the hands of the ſaints of the 
« Moſt High God,” Dan. vii. 27. And they ſhalt 
« reign» on earth, Rev. v. 10. „ They thall live and 
« reign with Chriſt a thouſand years,” Rev. xx. 4. In 
that day, ſuch perſons as are eminent for true piety and 
religion, : ſhall be chiefly promoted to places of truſt and 
authority. Vital religion ſhall then take poſſeſſion of 
kinęs palaces and thrones; and thoſe: who are in high» 
eſt advancement ſhall be holy men: If. xlix. 23. 
« And kings ſhall be thy -nurfing-fathers, and their 
** queens thy nurſing-mothers.“ Kings ſhall employ all 
their power, and glory, and riches, for the advance- 
ment of the honour and glory of Chriſt, and the good 
of his church: If, Ix, 16. Thou ſhalt alſo ſuck the 
«© milk of the Gentiles, and ſhalt ſuck the breaſts of 
« kings.” And the great men of the world, and the 
rich merchants, -and others who have. great wealth and 
influence, ſhall devote all to Chriſt and his church: 
Pſal. xlv. 12. The daughter of Tyre ſhall be there 
« with a gift, even the rich among the people ſhall in- 
« treat thy favour,” “.. r 51090024 
(a4) Thoſe will be times of great peace and love. 
There ſhall then be univerſal peace and a good under- 
ſtanding among the nations of the world, inſtead of 
ſuch confuſion, wars, and blood-ſhed, as has hitherto 
been from one age to another: If. ii. 4. And he ſhall 
*« judge among the nations, and ſhall rebuke many peo» 
& ple: and they ſhall beat their ſwords into plow-ſhares, 
„ and their ſpears into pruning-hooks : nation ſhall not 
« lift up ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war 
« any more.“ So it is repreſented as if all inſtruments 
of war ſhould be deſtroyed, as being become uſeleſs : 
Pal. xlvi. 9. He maketk wars to ceaſe unto: the end of 
© the earth: he breaketh_ the bow, and cutteth the 
T ſpear in ſunder, he burneth the chariot in the fire.” 
See alſo Zech. ix. 10. Then ſhall all nations dwell 
5 - 115 9 quietly 
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quietly and ſafely, without fear of any enemy. II. 
xxxii. 18. And my people hall dwell in a peaceable 
4 habitation; and in ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſt- 
e ;ng-places,” Alſo Zech. viii. 10. 11 1 
And then ſhall 'malice, and envy, and wrath, and 
r:venge, be ſuppreſſed every where, and peace and love 
ſhall prevail between one man and another; which is 
malt elegantly ſet forth in If. xi. 6. — 10. Then ſhall 
there be peace and love between rulers and ruled. Ru- 
lers ſhall love their people, and with all their might ſeek 
their beſt good; and the people ſhall love their rulers, 
and ſhall joyfully ſubmit to them, and give them that 
- honour which is their due. And ſo ſhall there be an 
happy love between miniſters. and their people: Mal. 
iv. G.“ And he ſhall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
„ children, and the heart of the children to their fa- 
& thers,” Then ſhall flouriſh in an eminent manner 
thoſe Chriſtian virtues of meekneſs, forgiveneſs, long- 
ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, brotherly - kindneſs, 


thoſe excellent fruits of the Spirit. Men, in their tem - 


per and diſpoſition, ſhall then be like the Lamb of God, 
. my _— eſus. The body ſhall be conformed to the 
4 u ſhall all the world be united in one amiable ſo- 
Ciety- All nations, in all parts of the world, on every 
ſide of the globe, ſhall then be knit together in ſweet 
harmony. All parts of God's church ſhall aflift and 
promote the ſpiritual good of one another. A com- 
munication ſhall then be upheld between all parts of 
the world to that end; and the art of navigation, which 
is now applied ſo much to favour mens covetouſneſs 
and pride, and is uſed ſo much by wicked debauched 
men, ſhall then be conſecrated to: God, and applied to 
holy uſes, as we read in If. Ix. 5. — 9. And it will 
then be a time wherein men will be abundant in expreſ- 
ſing their love one to another, not only in words, but 
in deeds of charity, as we learn, If. xxxii. '5. ** The 
4%, vile on ſhall be no more called liberal, nor 
« the churl ſaid to be bountiful; and, verf, 8. But 
the liberal deviſeth liberal things; and by liberal 
4x ſhall he ſtand.” : it | * 4 4 74 92 * 
) it will be a time of excellent order in the church 
of Chin. The — - * 
Fun, 9 | C 
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church will then be ſettled and put into practice. All 
the world ſhall then be as one church, one orderly, re- 
lar, beautiful ſociety. And as the body ſhall be one, 
o the members ſhall be in beautiful proportion to each 
other. Then ſhall that be verified in Pſal. cxxii. 3. 
6 3 is builded as a city, that is compact toge · 
„ ae t | . 
(6) The church of God ſhalt then be beautiful and 
glorious on theſe accounts ;. yea, it will appear in per- 
fection of beauty: If. IX. 1.“ Ariſe, ſhine, for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen, up- 
on thee.” If, Ixi. 10. He hath covered me with the 
robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom decketh him- 
* ſelf with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herſelf - 
«© with her jewels.” On theſe forementioned accounts, 
_ church will then be the greateſt image of heaven it- 
(7) That will be a time of the greateſt temporal pro- 
ſperity. Such a ſpiritual ſtate as we have juſt. de- 
cribed, has a natural tendency to temporal proſpe- 
rity: it has a tendency to health and long life; and 
that this will actually be the caſe, is evident by Zech. 
viii. 4.“ Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, There ſhall yet 
„old men and old women dwell in the ſtreets of Je- 
„ rufalem, and every man with his ſtaff in his hand for 
« very age.” It has alſo a natural tendency to procure 
eaſe, quietneſs, pleaſantneſs, and chearfulneſs of mind, 
and alſo wealth, and great increaſe of children; as is 
intimated in Zech. viii. 5.“ And the ſtreets of the city 
„ ſhall be full of boys and girls playing in the ſtreets 
& thereof.” ——But further, the temporal proſperity: of 
.the people of God will alfo be pramoted by a remark- 
able bleſſing from heaven: If. Ixv. 21. © They ſhall 
build houſes, and inhabit them; and they ſhall plant 
«6 vineyards, and eat the fruit of them.” And in Mic. 
iv. 4. But they ſhall fit every man under his vine, 
& and under his fig- tree, and none ſhall make them a- 
% fraid.“ Zech. viii. 12. © For the ſeed ſhall be pro- 
„ ſperous, the vine ſhall give her fruit, and the ground 
« ſhall give her increaſe, and the heavens ſhall give 
“ their dew, an? I will cauſe the remnant of this peo - 
ple to poſſeſs all theſe things.” See alſo Jer. xxxi. 
12. 13. and Amos ix. 13. 9 _ 
Kn. «ts x u 2 
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all manner of tokens of God's preſence, and accept - 
/ ance, and favour: Jer. xxxiii. . And it ſhall be to 
me a name of joy, a praiſe and an honour before all 
& the nations of the earth, which ſhall hear all the 
F good that I do unto them: and they ſhall fear and 
tremble for all the goodneſs and for all the proſpe- 
« rity that I procure unto it.“ Even the days of Solo- 
mon were but an image of thoſe days, as to the tem- 
poral proſperity which ſhall obtain in them. 

(8) It will alſo be a time of great rejoicing : If. xxxv. 
10.“ And the ranſomed of * Lord ſhall return and 
«© come to Zion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon 
«« their heads: they ſhall,obtain joy and gladneſs, and 
* ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away,” Chap. Iv. 12. 


% For ye ſhall go out with joy, and be led forth with 
16 E the mountains and the hills ſhall break forth 
40 


before you.“ Chap. Ixvi. 11. © That ye may ſuck, and 
be ſatisfied with the breaſts of her conſolations: that 
« ye may milk ont, and be delighted with the abundance 
of her. glory.“ Chap. xii. 3. With joy ſhall ye 
4% draw water out. of the wells of ſalvation.” —— Then 
will be a time of feaſting. That will be the church's 

lorious wed(ing-day, ſo far as her wedding with Chriſt 
ſha ever be upon earth: Rev, xix. 7. Let us be glad 
C 


and rejoice; and give honour to bim; for the mar- 
« riage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 


5 herſelf ready.“ Verſ. 9. HBleſſed are they which 
, are called to the marriage - ſupper of the Lamb. 
But I come now, e | dh rats 

24ly, To ſay ſamething of the duration of this. ſtate 
of the church's proſperity. On this] ſhall be very brief. 


The ſcriptures every where repreſent it to be of long 


continuance, The former intervals of reſt and proſpe - 
rity, as we before obſerved, are repreſented to be but 


ſhort; but the repreſentations of this ſtate are quite dif- 
' ferent: Rev. xx. 4. And I ſaw the ſouls of them that 
„ were beheaded for the witneſs of Jeſus. — and they 
c lived and reigned with Chriſt a thouſand! years., II. 
Ix. 15. Whereas thou haſt: been forſaken and hated, 
0 ſoſ that no man went through thee, I will make thee 


e an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations.” 


This may ſuffice as to the proſperous ſtate of the : 


church through the greater part of the period from the 
5 £1 4d deſtruction 
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deſtruction of Satan's vifible kingdom in the e. » 
C s appearing in the clouds of heaven to ju emeni. 

II. I now come to ſpeak of the great ad 
ſhould be towards the cloſe of this period, and how e- 
minently the church ſhould be for a ſhort time threat- 
ened by her enemies. And this 1 ſhall do- under three 

articulars. 

1. A little before the end of the oli chhrs ſhall 
be a very great apoſtaſy, wherein great part of the 
world ſhall fall away from Chriſt and his church. It is 
ſaid in Rev. xx. 3. that Satan ſhould: be caſt into the 
bottomleſs pit, and ſhut up, and have a ſeal ſet upon 
him, that he ſhould deceive the nations no more till 
the thouſand years ſhould be fulfilled; and that after 


that he muſt be looſed out of his priſon for a little ſea- 


ſon. And accordingly we are told, in the 7th and 8th 
verſes, that when the thouſand years are expired, Satan 
ſhall be looſed out of his priſon, and ſhould go forth 
to deceive the nations, which are in the four quarters 
of the earth, Gog and Magog. Which ſeems to ſhow 
as though. the apoſtaſy would be very general. The 
nations of the four quarters of the earth ſhall be de- 
ceived; and the number of thoſe who ſhall now turn 


enemies to Chriſt ſhall be vaſtly great, as the army of 
Gog and Magog is repreſented in Ezekiel, and as it is 


ſaid in Rev. xx. 8. that the number of them is as the 
ſand of the ſea, and that they went upon the breadth 
of the earth, as though they were an army big enough 
to reach from one fide of the earth to the other. 
Thus after ſuch an happy and glorious ſeaſon, ſuch 


a long day of light and holineſs, of love, and peace, 


and joy, now it ſhall begin again to be a dark time. 


Satan ſhall begin to ſet up his dominion again in the 


world. This world ſhall again become a ſcene of darks 


nefs and wickedneſs. The bottomleſs pit of hell ſhall | 


be opened, and deyils ſhall come up again out of it, 


and a dreadful ſmoke ſhall aſcend to darken the world. 


And the church of Chriſt, inſtead af extending to the 
utmoſt bounds of the world, as it did before, ſhall be 
reduced to narrow limits again. The world of man- 


ind being continued ſo long in a ſtate of ſuch great 


n Abe 42 o . their proſperity, 
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2. Thoſe apoſtates ſhall 8 great e to the 
church of God.. The church ſhall ſeem to be eminent. 

mega with a ſudden and entire overthrow by 

It is ſaid, Satan ſhall. them together to 

— 8 as the ſand on the ſea-thorez and they went up 
on the breadth of the earth, and compatſed the camp 
of the ſaints about, and the beloved city. So that this 
beloyed cle ſhall ſeem juſt ready to be ſwallowed up by 
them: 2 threaten her, but 

* „ e together apy ven 

all have beſieged her, ſhall have 
d her * on every fide. 

There is nothing in the pro which ſeems to 
hold forth as though the church had. actually fallen in- 
to their hands, as the church had fallen into the hands 
of Antichriſt, to whom it was given to make war with 

the ſaints, and to overcome them. God will never ſuf-' 
fer this to be in after the fall of Aatichriſt ; for 
then the day of her mourning ſhall be ended. Bur the 
church ſhall 45 moſt eminently threatened with utter 

| and ſudden deſtruction. 

3. Now the ſtate of things will ſeem moſt remarks- 
biy to call for Chriſt's immediate a ance to judge - 
ment. For then the world thall be with the moſt 

aggravated wickedneſs that ever it was. For much the 
= ou of the world ſhall have become viſibly wic- 

ked and open enemies to Chriſt, and their wickedneſs 
ſhall be dreadfully aggravated by their apoſtaſy. Be- 
fore the fall of And, rid. moſt of che world was full 
of viſibly wicked men. But the greater part of theſe 
are poor Heathens, who never en oycd the _— the 
goſpel z\ and others are thoſe that have been up in 
the Mahometan or Popiſh darkneſs, / But theſe are 
thoſe that have apoſtatiſed from the Chriſtian church, 
and the viſible kingdom of Chrift, in which they en- 
72 the — ich and "IF of the eg times 
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tough they enjoyed the light of heaven z and 'theſs 
hy. x rt rays Fs to him, though they 


have enjoyed the light and privileges of the 
times of ek Ira ſuch — turn open and 
avowed enemies to Chriſt, and ſhould ſeck the ruin of 
bis church, will cry aloud for ſuch immediate ve 

as was executed on the devils when they fell. 
The wickedneſs of the world will remarkably call for 
Chriſt's immediate appearing in flanxing fire to take 
vengeance on them, becauſe of the way in which the 
ſhall manifeſt their wickedneſs, which will be . 
fing and blaſpheming Chriſt and his holy religion; and 
particularly, they will ſcoff at the notion of Chriſt's ct- 
ming to judgement, of which the church ſhall be in 
expetctation, and of which will warn them. For 


now doubtleſs will be another tulfilmenr, and the grom- | 


eſt fulfilment, of 2 Pet. iii. 3: 4. Knowing this firſt; 
that there ſhall come in the laſt days ſcoffers, walk- 
«ing after their own luſts, and ſaying, Where is the 
« promiſe of his coming? For fince the fathers fell a- 
* Nl, all things continue as they were from the be- 
c pinning of the creation.“ They fhall be in no ex- 
* —— of the coming of Chriſt to judgement, and 
ſhalt laugh at the notion. They ſhall trample all ſuch 
things under foot, and ſhall give up themſelves to their 
luſts, or to eat and drink, and wallow in ſenſual de- 
lights, as though they were to be here for ever. They 
ſhall deſpiſe the warnings the church ſhall give them af 
the coming of Chriſt to judgement, as the people of the 
old world deſpiſed what Noah told them of the ap- 


| ſaid to them, The Lord will deſtroy this city.“ 
Their wickedneſs on this account will aloud to 


vengeance of his enemies; and alſo becauſe another 
way that they ſhall exerciſe their wickedneſs will be in 
the wicked deſign and violent attempt they ſhall be en- 
gaged in againſt the holy city of God, againſt that! 

city, wherein lately, and for ſo long à time, ſo much 
of the religion of Chriſt had been ſeen. They ſhall. 
then be about to- | | 
gainſt this church ! 


And the numerouſneſs of the wicked chat ſhall then 
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pong flood, and as the people of Sodom did when 


heaven for Chriſt's appearing in flaming fire to take 


te che moſt horrid deſign a+ | 
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bayz41isbanother :thirig) which ſnall eſpecially callu for 
Ehtififs: coming: for the world will. doubtleſs then be 
exceeding full of people, having continued fo long in 
ſo great a ſtate of proſperity, without ſuch terrible de- 
ſolatipg extremities, as wars, peſtilences, and the Ike; 
ta diminiſſi them. And the moſt of this world, wh 
ſhall be ſo populous, will be ſuch wicked contemptuou 
apbſtates from God. Undoubtedly that will be a da 
wherein the world will be by far fuller of wickedne 
22 ever before t was from the foundation of it. And 
to multiply on the earth, called for the deſtruction of 
the world by a deluge of waters, this wickedneſs will ag 
much call for its deſtruction by a deluge of fire: 
Again, che circumſtances of the church at that day 
will alſo eminently call for the immediate appearing of 


Chriſt, as they will be compaſſed about by their blaſ. 


phemous murderous enemies, juſt ready to be ſwallow- 
ed up by them. And it will be a moſt diſtreſſing time 
with the church, excepting the comfort they will have 
in the hope of. deliverance from God: for all other 
help will ſeem to fail. The caſe will be come to the 
laſt: extremity, and there will be an immediate need that 
Chriſt ſhould come to their deliverance. And though 
the church ſhall be ſo eminently threatened, yet ſo will 


Providence order it, that it ſhall be preſerved till Chriſt 


thall 22 in his immediate preſence, coming in the 
glory of his Father with all his holy angels. And then 
will come the time when all the elect ſhall be gathered in. 
That work of converſion which has been carried on from 


the beginning of the church after the fall through all thoſe . 


ages, thall be carried on no more. There never ſhall 
another ſoul be converted. Every one of thoſe man 
millions, whoſe names were written in the book. of li 


before the foundation of the world, ſhall be brought 


in; not one ſoul ſhall be loſt, And the myſtical body of 
Chriſt, which has been growing ſince it firſt began in the 
days of Adam, will be complete as to number of parts, 
having every one of its members. In this reſpect, the 
work of redemption will now be finiſhed. And now 


the end for which the means of grace have been inſti - 


tuted ſhall be obtained. All that effect which was in- 


8 of the old world, when men began 


moeonM 1 rr. ST  Dm=ngd BEOY EEO. UC 


ener 


Pant II. 1. the Work of REDEMPTION. 345 
tended to be accompliſhed by them ſhall now be accom- 
pliſhed. 21 ma af | | 


- 3 FS ve T. I. 95 80 
Hus I have ſhown how the ſucceſs of Chriſt's re- 
1 demption has been accompliſhed during the con- 
tinuance of the Chriſtian church under the means of 
2 We have ſeen what great revolutions there have 

en, and are to be; during this ſpace of time; how 
the great wheels of providence have gone round for the 
accompliſhment of that kind of ſucceſs of Chriſt's 
purchaſe, which conſiſts in the beſtowment of grace on 
the elect: and we are, in the proſecution of the ſub- 
ject, come to the time when all the wheels have gone 
round; the courſe of things in this ſtate of it is finiſh- 
ed, and all chings are ripe for Chriſt's coming to judge- 
ment. f E HED 
Tou may remember, that when I began to diſcourſe 
of this third propoſition, viz. That from the reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt to the end of the world, the whole time 
is taken up in procuring the ſucceſs and effect of Chriſt's 
purchaſe. of redemption, I obſerved, that the ſucceſs 
of Chriſt's purchaſe. is of two kinds, conſiſting either 
in grace or glory; and that the ſucceſs conſiſting in the 
former of theſe, is to be ſeen in thoſe works of God 
which are wrought during thoſe ages that the church 
is continued under the means of grace; and that the 
ſucceſs, conſiſting in the latter, will chiefly be accom- 
pliſhed at the day of judgement. | VO 
Having already ſhown how the former kind of ſucceſs 
has been accompliſhed, I come now, in the ſecond 
place, to the latter, viz. that kind of ſucceſs which is 
* accompliſhed in the beſtowment of glory on the church, 
which ſhall chiefly be beſtowed on the church at the 
day of judgement. And here I would mention two 
or three things in the general concerning this kind of 
ſucceſs of Chriſt's purchaſe. - 6 n "1544 
1. How great the ſucceſs of Chriſt's purchaſe is, chief- 
ly appears in this. The ſucceſs of Chriſt's purchaſe 
does ſummarily conſiſt in the ſalvation of the elect. But 
this beſtowment of plory is eminently called their ſal. 
vation: Heb. ix. 28. * them that lock for _— 
124 X - 2 
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% he appear the ſecond time, hene unto ſalva-· 
5 tion.“ So it is called redemption, being e 
that wherein the redemption of 'the. church conſiſts. 
So in Eph. iv. 30. © Sealed. unt the day of redemp- 
« tion ;” and Luke xxi. 28. and Eph. i. 14. Re. 
« demptian af the purchaſed paſſeſſion. ?“? 

2. All that is before this, while the church "Tas 1. 


*. ff * 4.4 


. 
3. All thoſe a things n vols . 10 
pais for the church while under the means of grace, 
are but images and ſhadows of this. So were thuſe 
glorious things which were accompliſhed for the church 
in the days of Conſtantine the Great; and and. ſo is all 
that glory which is to be accomplithed in the glarious 
times of the church which are to ſucceed the fall of 
Antichriſt. As great as it is, it is all but a ſhadow of 
what will be beſtowed at the day of judgement: and 
therefore, as I have already often. obſerved, all thoſe 
preceding glorious events, by which God wrought 
glorious things for «his church, are ſpoken of in ſcrip» 
ture as images of Chriſt's laſt coming to judgement. 

But I haften more particularly to bow; how. this kind 
of ſucceſs of Chriſt's purchaſe is accomplithed. 

1. Chriſt will appear — the glory of his Father, with 
all his holy angels, coming in the clouds of heaven, 
When the world is thus revelling in their wickedneſs, 
und compaſſing the holy city about, juſt ready to de- 
ſtroy it, and . the church is reduced to ſuch a great 
&rait, then ſhall the glorious Redeemer appear. He 
through whom this redemption has all along been ears 
ried on, he thall appear in the fight of the world; the 
light of his glory thall break forth; the whole world 
- ſhall. immediately have notice of it, and they ſhall lift 

up their eyes and behold this wonderful fight. It is 
ſaid, “ Every eye ſhall fee him,” Rev. i. 7. Chriſt 
ſhall appear coming in his human nature, in that ſame 
body which was brought forth in a ſtable, and laid in a 


manger, and which e e was ſo OTH N and 
a to the croſa. 
Men 
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Men ſhall now lift up ckeir eyes, atd-ſte him coming 
in ſuch OI as glory as nom is to us utterly inconi- 
ceivahle. The glory of the ſun in à clear flrmament, 
will beo but darkneſs in compariſbn of it; and all the 
glorious angels and archangels ſhall attend upon him,; 
thquſand thouſands miniſtering to him, and ten thou- 
ſand times ten thouſand round about him. How dif- 
ferent x perſon will he then appear from what he did at 
his firſt coming, when he was as a root out of a dry 
ground, a poor, deſpiſed} afflicted man'! How diſſerent 
now is his appearance, in the midſt of thoſe glorious 
angels, prineipalities, and powers, in heayenly places, 
attending him as his ordinary ſervants; from what it 
was whetft in the midſt of n ring of foldiers, with his 
mock robe aud his crown of thorns; to be buffered and 
ſpit upon, or hanging on the eroſs between two thieves; 
with a multitude of his enemies about him triumphing 
e mint Lo Gigs 30 1901290 
This fight will be 4 moſt unexpected ſight to the wick» 
ed wortd :, it Mill come as à ery at midnight: they ſhall 
be taken in the midſt of their wickedneſs, and it will 
give them à dreadful alarm. It wilhat once break up 
their revels, their eating, and drinking, and carouſing: 
It: will put a quick end td the deſigu of the great army 
that will then be compaſſing the camp of the faints: it 
will make them let drop their weapons out of their 
hands. The World, which will then be very full of 
people, moſt. of whom will be wicked men; will then 
be filled with dolorous ſhrieking and crying; for all the 
Kkindreds of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him, Rev. 
i. 7. And where ſhall they hide themſelves ? How 
W of that awful majeſty terrify them when 
taken in the midſt of their wickedneſs ? Then they 
ſhall ſee-who he is, what kind of a perſon he is, whom 
they have moeked and ſcoffed at, and whoſe church 
they have heen endeavouring to overthrow, This fight 
will change their voice. The voice of their laughter 
and finging, while they are marrying and giving in mar- 
riage, and the voice of their ſcoffing, ſhall be changed 
. Into hideous, yea helliſh yelling. their countenances 
| thall be changed from a ſhow of carnal mirth, haughty 
pride, and contempt of God's people; it ſhall put 
' arr odr 9dr 5355s Os X 2... 7 | - on 
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on a ſhew of gllaftly terror and amazement ; and trem · 


bling and chattering of teeth ſhall ſeiae upon them. 


But with reſpect to the ſaints, the church of. Chriſt, | 


it ſhall be a joyful and moſt glorious fight to them: for 
this fight; will at once deliver them from all fear of their 
enemies, who were before compaſſing them about, juſt 
ready to ſwallow them up. Deliverance ſhall come in 


cheir extremity: the glorious Captain of their ſalvation 


ſhall — for them, at à time when no other help ap- 
peared. Then ſhall they lift up their heads, and their 
redemption thall be drawing nigh, © Luke xxl. 28 


Arid thus Chriſt will appear with infinite majeſty,” and 


yet at the ſame time they ſhall ſee” infinite 19y6 in his 
countenance to them. And thus to ſee their Redeemer 
Coming in the clouds of heaven, will filt their hearts 
full of gladneſs. Their countenances alfo ſhall be 
ag ee not as the countenances of the wicked, 
but ſhall. be changed from being ſorrowful, to be ex- 
ceeding joyful and triumphant: And now the work of 
Fedeinpdon will be finiſhed in another ſenſe, viz. that 
the whole church ſhall be completely and eternally 
freed from all perſecution and moleſtation from wicked 
eee Dog mor bo i aa rue inys: 
2. The [laſt trumpet ſhall found, and the dead ſhall 
be raiſed, and the living changed. God ſent forth his 
angels with a great ſound of à trumpet, to gather toge- 
ther his elect from the four corners of the earth in a 
myſtical ſenſe, before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem; i. e. 
he ſent forth the apoſtles, and other, to preach the 
goſpel all over the world. And ſo in à myſtical ſerfe 
the great trumpet was blown at the beginning of the 


glorious times of the church! Hut now the great trum 


is blown in a more literal ſenſe,” with a mighty 
ound, which ſhakes the earth. There will be a great 
ſignal given by a mighty ſound made, which is called 
the voice of the archangel, as being the angel of greateſt 
ſtrength, '1 Theſ. iv. 16. “ For che Lord himfelf "ſhall 
«deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of 
t the archangel, and with the trump” of God.“ On 


the ſound of the great trumpet, the dead ſhall be raiſed 
every where. Now the number of the dead is very 
great. How many has death cut down for fo long a 


time as ſince the world has ſtood But then the e 
| wm 
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her will be much greater after the world ſhall have ſtood: 
ſo much longer, and through moſt of the remaining 
time with doubdeſs be much fullep of inhabitants than 
ever it has been. All theſe ſhall now riſe from the 


dead., The graves ſhall be opened every where in all 


parts of the world, and the ſea: ſhall give up the innu- 
merable dead chat are in it, Rev. Xx. 1337 

And now alt the inhabitants that ever mall ** tins 
upon the face of the earth, from the beginning of the 
world to that time, ſhall all appear upon earth at once 3 
all that ever have been of che church of God in all a- 
ges; Adam and Eve; the firſt parents of mankind, and 
Abel, and Seth; and Methuſclah, and all the ſaints 
who were their contemporaries, wad Noah, and Abra« 
ham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and the wy hets. of Ifracl, and 
the ſaints in the time of Antiochus Epiphanes, and all 
that were of the church in their times; and all the ho- 
ly apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, and all the ſaints of their 
times; and all the holy martyrs under the ten Heathen 
07 rſecutions; and all who belonged to the church in 

wilderncſs-ſtate, during the dark times of Antichriſt, 
and all the -holy martyrs who have ſuffered” under the 
cruelty of the Popiſh perſecutions; and all the ſaints 
of tlie preſent time, and all the ſaints who abe here in this 
aſſembly among the reſt; and all that ſhall be from 
hence to the end of the world. Now alſo all the ene · 
mies of the church that have or ſhall be in all the ages 
of the world; ſhall appear upon the. face of the earth 
again; all the wicked Killed in the flood, and the 81 
titudes that died all over the world among God's 
feſſing people, or others; all that died in all the Fon 
then nations before Chriſt, and all wicked He 


„ And Jews, and Mahometans, and Papiſts, that have 


ſineg ; all thall-come together. Sinners of all rg de- 
mure hypocrites; thoſe who häve the faireſt and 
beſt outſide, and open profane drunkards, whorema · 
ſters, heretics, Deiſts, and all eruel perſecutors, and 
all that have died or hall die in ſin amongſt us. 
And at the ſame time that the dead are raiſed; the 
living ſhall be changed. The bodies of the wicked who 
ſhall then be living, al be ſo changed as to fit them for 
eternal torment without corruption; and the bodies of 


e de changed to be like-Chrift's 


_ glorious 


* 
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glorious body, 1 Cor. xv. 514 42. 53:=>— The bodies of 
the ſaints ſhall be N changed as to render, them for 
ever incapable of pain, or affliction, or uneaſineſß; and 
all that dullneſs and Hhedvineſs, and all that deformity, 
which their bodies had before, [ſhall be put off; and 
1 77 ſhall put on ſtrength, and beauty, and activity, 
and incorruptible unfading glory. And in ſuch glory 
ſnall the bodies of all the riſen ſaints N Cl Lie 
And now the work of redemption ſhall be finiſhed 
in another reſpect, via. that all the elect ſhall now be 
actually redeemed in both ſoul and body. Before this, 
the work of redemption, as to its actual ſucceſs, was 
but incomplete and imperfect; fot. only the ſouls of the 
redeemed were actually ſaved and glorified, excepting in 
ſome few inſtances, : but now all the bodies of the 
ſaints ſhall be faved and glorified together; all the c- 
leck ſhall be glorified an the whole man, and the ſoul and 
body in union ont vnh the ter. 
3. Now ſhall: the whole church of ſaints be caught 
up in the clonds to meet the Lord in the air, and all 
wicked men and devils ſhall be àrraigned before the 
judgement · ſent. When the dead ſſaints are raiſed, then 
the whole church, conſiſting of all the elect through 
all ages, will be ſtanding together on the face of the 
earth, at leaſt all excepting thoſe fe whoſe bodies were 
glorified before ; add then they ſhall all mount up as 
with wings in the air to meet Chriſt: for it ſeems that 
Chriſt, when he comes to judgement, will not come 
quite down to the ground, but nis throne will be fixed 
in the air, in the region of the clouds; whence he may 
be ſeen by all that "vaſt multitude that fhall be gathered 


before him. The church of ſajnts therefore thall be 


taken up from the earth to aſcend up to their Saviour, 
Thus the apoſtle tells us, that when the dead in Chriſt 


are raifed, and the living changed, then thoſe who are 


alive and remain; ſhall be caught up together with them 
to meet the Lord in the air, and fo ſhall we be ever 
with the Lord, 1 Theſ. iv. 16. 7. What a wonderful 
ſight will that be, when all the many millions of ſaints 
are ſeen thus mounting up from all parts of the world ! 


Then ſhall the work of tedethption be finiſhed in an- 


other reſpect: then ſhall the whole church be perfectly 
and for ever delivered from this'prefert evil * 
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for ever forſake this curſed ground: they ſhall take | 
their everlaſting leave of this earth, where they have 
been ſtrangers, and which has been for the moſt part 
ſuch a ſcene of their trouble and ſorrow z where the'de- 
vil for the moſt part has reigned as god, and has great- 
ly moleſted them, and which has been ſuch a ſcene of 
wickedneſs and abomination ; where Chriſt their Lord 
has been cruelly uſed ; and where they have been ſo ha : 
ted, and reproached, and perſecuted, from age 10. age, 
through moſt of the ages of the world. They ſball 
leave it under foot to go to Chriſt, and never ſhall ſet 
foot on it again. And there ſhall be an everlaſting ſe» 
paration made between them and wicked men, Before 
they were mixed together, and it was impoſſible in ma · 
ny inſtances to determine which were which ; but now 
all ſhall, become viſible; both ſaints and ſinners ſhall 
appear in their true characters, IL ; WE! 
Then ſhall all the church be ſeen flowing together in 
the air to the place where Chriſt ſhall have fixed his 
throne, coming from the eaſt and weſt, and north and 
ſouth, to the right hand of Chriſt, What a mighty 
cloud of them will there be, when all that ever have 
been of the church af God, all that were before Chriſt, 
all that multitude of ſaints that were in the apoſtles 
time, and all that were in the days of Conſtantine:the 


Great, and all that were before and ſince the Reforma» 
tion, and alſo all that great multitude of ſaints that 


ſhall be in all the glorious times of the church, when 


the whole earth ſhall for ſo many generations be full of 


ſaints, and alſo all that ſhall be then living when Chriſt 
ſhall come; I ſay, what a cloud of them will chere be, 
when all theſe are ſeen flocking together in the region 


of the clouds at the right hand of Chriſt | 


And thea alſo the work of redemption will be finiſh- 
ed in another reſpect; viz. that then the church ſhall 
all be gathered together. They all belonged to one 
ſociety before, but yet were greatly ſeparated with re- 
ſpect to the place of their habitation; fome being in 


heaven, and ſome on earth; and thoſe who were on 
earth together were ſeparated one from another, many 


of them by wide oceans, and vaſt continents. But now 
they ſhall all be gathered. together, never to be ſepara- 
ted any mare. And nat only ſhall all the members. ot 
t | the 
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the church now: be gathered together, but all ſhall be 

gathered unto their Ried, into his immediate glorious 

2 eſence, never to be ſeparated from bim any more. 
his never came to paſs till now, ' 

At the ſame time, all wicked men and devils ſhall be 
1 before the judgement-ſeat of Chriſt. Theſe 
ſhall be gathered to the left hand of Chriſt, and, as it 
ſeems, will ſtill remain upon the earth, and Mall not be 
caught up into the air, as the ſaints ſhall be. The 
devil, that old ſerpent, ſhall now be dragged up out 
of hell. He, that firſt procured the fall and miſery of 
mankind, and has ſo ſet himſelf againſt their redemp- 
tion, and has all along ſhown himfelf ſuch an invete- 

rate enemy to the Redeemer ; now he ſhall never more 
have any thing to do with the church of God, or be 
ſuffered in the leaſt to afflict or moleſt any member of 

it any more for ever. Inſtead of that, now he muſt 
be judged, and receive. the due reward of his deeds, 
Now is come the time which he has always dreaded, 
and trembled at the thought of; the time wherein he 
muſt be judged, and receive his full puniſhment. He 
who by his temptation maliciouſly procured Chriſt's 
crucifixion, and triumphed upon it, as though he had 
obtained the victory, even he ſhall ſee the conſequences 
of the death of Chriſt which he procured : for Chriſt's 
coming to judge him in his human nature is the con- 
2 of it; for Chriſt obtained and purchaſed this 
ry to himſelf by that death. Now, he muſt ſtand 
| 4A that ſame Jefus whoſe death he procured, to be 
Judged, condemned, and eternally deſtroyed by him. 
If Satan, the prince of hell, trembles at the thought of 
it thouſands of years beforehand, how much more will 
he tremble, as proud and as ſtubborn as he is, when he 
comes to ſtand at Chriſt's bar e B 

Then ſhall he alſo ſtand at the ow of che ſainrs, 
whom he has ſo hated, and afflicted, and moleſted: for 
the ſaints ſhall judge him with Chriſt : 1 Cor, vi. 3. 
Know ye not that we ſhall judge angels ?“ Now 
ſhall he be as it were ſubdued under the church's feet, 
agreeable to Rom. xvi. 20, — Satan, when he firſt 
tempted our firſt parents to fall, deceitfully and lyingly 
told them, that they ſhould. be as gods: but little did 
he think that the conſequence ſhould be, yy 
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ſhould indeed be ſo much as gods, as to be aſſeſſors with 
God to judge him. Much leſs did he think, that that 
conſequence would follow, that one of that nature 
which he then tempted, one of the poſterity of thoſe 
perſons whom he tempted, ſhould actually be united to 
God, and that as God he ſhould judge the world, and 


that he himſelf muſt ſtand trembling and aſtoniſhed 
before his judgement-ſeat. But thus all the devils in 


hell, who have. ſo oppoſed Chriſt and his kingdom, 
ſhall now at laſt ſtand in utmoſt amazement and horror 
before Chriſt and his church, who ſhall appear to con- 
demn them, $455 © Was | 

Now alſo ſhall all Chriſt's other enemies be brought 
to appear before him, Now ſhall wicked proud ſcribes 
and Phariſees, who had ſuch a malignant hatred of 
Chriſt while in his ſtate of humiliation, and who perſe- 
cuted Chriſt to death, thoſe before. whoſe judgement- 
ſeat Chriſt was once called and ſtood, as a malefactor at 
their bar, and thoſe who mocked him, and buffeted 
him, and ſpit in his face; now ſhall they ſee Chriſt in 
his glory, as Chriſt forewarned them in the time of it, 
Matth. xxvi. 64. 65. Then Chriſt was before their judge- 
ment · ſeat; but now it is their turn. They ſhall ſtand 
before his judgement-ſeat with inconceivable horror and 
amazemem, with ghaſtly- countenances, and quaking 
limbs, and chattering teeth, and knees ſmiting one a- 
gainſt another, * r 


No allo all the cruel enemies and perſecutors of the 


church that have been in all ages, ſhall come in ſight 
together. Pharaoh and the Egyptians, Antiochus E- 
piphanes, the perſecuting ſcribes and Phariſees, the 
perſecuting Heathen emperors, Julian the apoſtate, the 
cruel perſecuting Popes and Papiſts, Gog and Magog, 
ſhall all appear at once before the judgement-ſeat of 
Chriſt. They and the ſaints who have in every age 
been perſecuted by them, ſhall come in ſight one of an- 
other, and muſt confront one another now before the 
great Judge. And now ſhall the ſaints on their glo- 
rious thrones be made the judges of thoſe unjuſt kings 
and rulers who have before judged and condemned 
them, and cruelly put them to death. Now ſhall thoſe 
perſecutors ' behold the glory to which they are arrived 
whom they before fo _— deſpiſed, and ſo cruel * 
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. * 
fed ; and Chrift wilt make thoſe holy — it were 
to come and ſet their feet on the necks of their perſe- 
cutors; they ſhall be made their footſtool. 
Thus wonderfully will the face of things be altered 
from what uſed to be in the former times of the world; 
now will all things be coming to rights. | 

4. The righteouſneſs of the church ſhall be mani- 
feſted; and all the wickedneſs of their enemies ſhall be 
brought to light, Thoſe ſaints who had been the ob. 
jects of hatred, reproach, and contempt in the world, 
and were reviled and condemned by their perſecutors 
without a cauſe, ſhall now be/ fully vindicated.  'They 
ſhalt now appear clothed with the glorious robe of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs. It ſhall be moſt manifeſt before 
the world, that Chriſt's righteouſneſs is theirs, and 
they ſhall as it were gloriouſly ſhine forth in it. And 
then alſo ſhall their mherent holinefs be made: manifeſt, 
and all their good works ſhall be brought to light. The 
good things which they did in ſecret ſhall now be ma · 
nifeſted openly. Thoſe holy ones of God, who had 
been treated as though they were the filth and offscour- 
ing of the earth, as though they were not fit to live up- 
on earth, as worſe than beiſts or devils, ſhall now, 
when things ſhall appear as they are, appear to have 


been the excellent of the earth. Now God will bring 


forth their righteouſneſs as the light, and their judge · 


ment as the noon-day. And now it ſhall appear who 


were thoſe wicked perſons that were not fit to live, 


when all the wickedneſs of the enemies of Chriſt and 


his church, their pride, their malice, their. cruelty, 


their hatred of true religion, ſhall be ſet forth in all the. 


horrid acts of it, and with all its aggravations in its 
proper colours. * Wn eien 
And now the righteous may be heard before this 
great Judge, who could not be heard before thoſe un. 
Juſt judges. Now they ſhall declare their cauſe,” and 
hall riſe up in judgement againſt their perſecutors, and 
thall declare how they have been treated by them. And 
now all the wickedneſs of the wicked of the whole world 
ſhall be brought to light, All their ſecret wickedneſs, 


and their very hearts, ſhall be opened to view, and as 


it were turned infide out before' the bright light of that 
great day: and things that have been ſpoken in the 
ear, in the cloſet, and done in the dark, ſhall be ma- 


ned 
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nifeſted in che light, and proclaimed before all angels 


and men that are, ever were, or ſhall be. | F 
5- The ſentence ſhall be pronounced on the righteous 
and the wicked. Chriſt, the glorious judge, ſhall paſs 
that bleſſed / ſentence on the church at his right hand, 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
6 22 for you from the foundation of the world.“ 
This ſentence ſhall be pronounced with infinite love, 
and the voice will be moſt ſweet, cauſing every heart to 
flow with joy. Thus Chriſt ſhall pronounce a ſentence 
of juſtification on thouſands and millions, who have 
before had a ſentence of condemnation paſſed upon 
them by their perſecuting rulers. He will thus put ho- 
nour upon thoſe who have been before deſpiſed : he 
will own them for bis, and will as it were put a crown 
of glory upon their heads before the world; and then 
{hall they thine forth as the ſun with Jeſus Chriſt in 
glory and joy, in the ſight of all their enemies. 
And then ſhall the ſentence of condemnation be paſſ- 
ed on the wicked, «* Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting 
«© fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” Thus 
ſhall the church's enemies be condemned; in which 
ſentence of condemnation, the holy martyrs, who have 
ſuffered from them, ſhall concur, When the words of 
this ſentence are pronounced, they will, ſtrike every 
heart of thoſe at the left hand with inconceivable hor- 
ror and amazement. Every ſyllable of it will be more 
terrible than a ſtream of lightning through their hearts. 
Me can conceive but very little of thoſe ſigns and ex- 
preſſions of horror which there will be upon it, of 
thrieking, quaking, gnaſhing of teeth, diſtortions of 
countenance, hideous looks, hideous,,@ions, and hi- 


© .deous voices, through all that vaſt throng. 


6. Upon this Chriſt and all his church of ſaints, and 
all the holy angels miniſtering to, them, ſhall leave this 
lower world, and aſcend up towards the higheſt heavens. 
Chriſt ſhall aſcend in as great glory as he deſcended, 
and in ſome reſpects greater: for now he ſhall aſcend + 
with his cle& church with him, glorified in both body 
and ſoul. Chriſt's firſt aſcenſion to heaven ſoon after 
his own reſurrection was very glorious. But this his 
ſecond aſcenſion, the aſcenſion of his myſtical body, his 
whole church, ſhall be far more glorious. The re- 
deemed church ſhall. all aſcend with him in a moſt joy- 
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ful and triumphant manner; and all their enemies and 
perſecutors, who ſhall be left behind on the accurſed 
ground to be conſumed, ſhall ſee the fight, and hear 
their ſongs. , ' 

And thus Chriſt's church ſhall for ever leave this ac- 
_ curſed world, to go into that more glorious world, the 
higheſt heavens, into the paradiſe of God, the king- 
dom that was prepared for them from the foundation 
of the world. end 7; | ; 

7. When they are gone, this world ſhall be ſet on 
fire, and be turned into a great furnace, wherein all the 
enemies of Chriſt and his church thall be tormented for 
ever and ever. This is manifeſt by 2 Pet. iii. 7. But 
„ the heavens and the earth which are now, by the 
„ ſame word are kept in ſtore, reſerved unto fire a- 
% gainft the day of judgement, and perdition of un- 
& godly men.“ When Chriſt. and his church are aſ- 
cended to a diſtance from this world, that miſerable 
company of wicked being left behind, to have their 
ſentence executed upon them here, then, ſome way 


or other, this whole lower world ſhall be ſet on fire, 


either by fire from heaven, or by fire breaking out of 
the bowels of the earth, or both, as it was with the 
water in the time of the deluge. However, this lower 
world ſhall be ſet all on fire. How will it ſtrike 
the- wicked with horror, when the fire begins to lay 
hold upon them, and they find no way to eſcape it, or 
flee on hide from it! What ſhrieking and crying will 
there be among thoſe many thouſands and. millions, 
when they begin to enter into this great furnace, when 
the whole world ſhall be a furnace of the fierceſt and 
© moſt raging heat! inſomuch that the Apoſtle Peter 
ſays, (2 Pet. iii. 10. 12.), that “the heavens ſhall paſs 
„away with a great noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt 
6 with fervent heat, the earth alſo and the works 
** that are therein, ſhall be burnt up;“ and that the 
« heavens being on fire ſhall be diffolved; and the ele- 
% ments ſhall melt with fervent heat.” And ſo fierce 
ſhall be its heat, that it («ll burn the earth into its very 
centre; which ſeems to be what is meant, Deut. xxxii. 
22. For a fire is kindled in my anger, and hall 
* burn unto the loweſt hell, and ſhall conſume the earth 
„ with her increaſe, and ſet on fire the faundations of 
the mountains.“ . 8 

And 
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And here ſhall all the perſecutors of the church of 
God burn in everlaſting fire, who have before burnt 
the ſaints at the ſtake, and ſhall ſuffer torments far 
beyond all that their utmoſt wit and malice could inflict 
on the ſaints. And here the bodies of all the wicked 
ſhall burn, and be tormented to all eternity, and never 
be conſumed; and the wrath of God ſhall be poured 
out on their ſouls. Though the ſouls of the wicked in 
hell do now ſuffer dreadful puniſhment, yet their pu- 
- niſhment will be ſo increaſed at the day of judgement, 
that what they ſuffered before, is, in compariſon of it, 
as an impriſonment to the execution which follows it. 
And now the devil, that old ſerpent, ſhall receive his 
full puniſhment z now ſhall that which he before trem- 
bled for fear of, fully come upon him, This world, 
which formerly uſed to be the place of his kingdom, 
where he ſet up himſelf as God, ſhall now be the place 
of his complete puniſhment, and full, and everlaſting 
torment. Sor a e 1 
And in this, one deſign of the work of redemption 
which has been mentioned, viz. putting Chriſt's ene- 
mies under his feet, ſhall be perfectly accompliſhed. 
His enemies ſhall now be made his footſtool, in the 
fulleſt degree. Now ſhall be the moſt perfect fulfil- 
ment of that in Gen. iii. 15. It ſhall bruiſe thy head.“ 
8. At the ſame time, all the church ſhall enter with 
Chriſt, their glorious Lord, into the higheſt heaven, 
and there ſhall enter on the ſtate of their higheſt and e- 
ternal bleſſedneſs and glory. While the lower world, 
which they have left under their feet, is ſeized with the 
fire of God's vengeance, and flames are kindling upon 
it, and the wicked are entering into everlaſting fire, the 
whole church ſhall enter, with their glorious head, and 
all the' holy angels attending, in-a joyful manner, into 
the eternal paradiſe of God, the palace ot the great Je- 
hovah, their heavenly Father. The gates ſhall open 
wide for them to enter, and there Chriſt will bring 
them into his chambers in the higheſt ſenſe. He will | 
bring them into his Father's houſe, into a world not | 
like that which they have left. Here Chriſt will bring 
them, and preſent them in glory to his Father, ſaying, 
« Here am I, and the children which thou haſt given = 
« me;” as much as to ſay, Here am I, with every one Bl 
of thoſe whom thou gaveſt me from eternity to take the 
| f Care 
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care of, that they might be redeemed and glorified, 
-and to redeem whom I have done and ſuffered ſo much, 
and to make way for the redemption of whom I have 
for ſo many ages been accompliſhing ſuch great chan- 
ges. Here they are now perfectly redeemed in body 
and ſoul; I have perfectly delivered them from all the 
ill fruits of the fall, and perfectly freed them from all 
their enemies: I have brought them all together into 
one glorious ſociety, and united them all in myſelf; I 
have openly juſtified them before all augels and men, 
and here I have brought them all away from that ac- 
- curſed world where they have ſuffered ſo much, and 
have brought them before thy throne : I have done all 
that for them which thou haſt appointed me: I have 
perfectly cleanſed them from all filthineſs in my blood, 
and here they are in perfect holineſs, ſhining with thy 
perfect image. ; a ; 


And then the Father will accept of them, and own 


them all for his children, and will welcome them to the 


eternal and perfect inheritance and glory of his houſe, 


and will on this occaſion give more glorious manifeſta- 
tions of his love than ever before, aud will admit them 
to a more full and perfect enjoyment of himſelf. 


And now ſhall be the marriage of the Lamb in the 


moſt perfe& ſenſe. The commencement of the glorious 
times of the church on earth, after the fall of Anti- 
chriſt, is repreſented as the marriage of the Lamb; 
and this ſhall be the marriage of the Lamb in the high- 
eſt ſenſe that ever ſhall be on earth: but after this we 
read of another marriage of the Lamb, at the cloſe of 


the day of judgement. After the beloved diſciple had 


given an account of the day of judgement, in the cloſe 
of the 20th chapter of Revelation, then he proceeds to 


give an account of what follows, in the 21ſt and 22d 


chapters; and in the 2d verſe of the 21ſt chapter, he 
gives an account, that he ſaw the holy city, the new 
Jeruſulem, prepared as a bride adorned for her huſ- 
band. And when Chriſt ſhall bring his church into 
his Father's houſe in heaven, after the judgement, he 
ſhall bring her thither as his'bride, having there pre- 
ſented her, whom he loved, and gave himſelf for, to 
himſelf without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 
The bridegroom and the bride ſhall then _— into 
5 | heaven, 
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heaven, both having on their wedding-robes, attended 
with all the glorious angels. And there they enter on 
the feaſt and joys of their marriage before the Father z 
they ſhall then begin an everlaſting wedding-day. This 
ſhall be the day of the gladneſs of Chriſt's heart, where- 
in he will greatly rejoice, and all the ſaints ſhall rejoice 
with them. Chriſt ſhall rejoice over his bride, and the 
bride ſhall rejoice in her huſband, in the ſtate of her 
conſummate and everlaſting bleſſedneſs, of which we 
have a particular deſcription in the 21k and 22d chap - 
ters of Revelation, N „ e vri3 
And now the whole work of redemption is finiſhed. 
We have ſeen how it has been carrying on from the 
fall of man to this time. But now it is complete wi 
reſpect to all that belongs to it. Now the top-ſtone 
the building is laid. In the progreſs of the diſcourſe 
on this ſubject, we have followed the church of God in 
all the great changes, all her toſſings to and fro that ſhe 
has been ſubject to, in all the ſtorms and tempeſts 
through the many ages of the world, till at length we 
have Cen an end to all theſe ſtorms. We have ſeen her 
enter the harbour, and landed in the higheſt heavens, 
in complete and eternal glory, in all her members, ſoul 
and body. We have gone through time, and the ſe- 
veral ages of it, as the providence of God, and the 
word of God, have led us; and now we have iſſued 
into eternity after time ſhall be no more. We have 
ſeen all the church's enemies fixed in endleſs miſery; 
and have ſeen the church preſented in her perfect re- 
demption before the Father in heaven, there to enj 
this moſt unſpeakable and inconceivable glory and dle 
edneſs; and there we leave her to enjoy this glory 
throughout the never- ending ages of eternity. 
Now all Chritt's enemies will be perfectly put under 
his feet, and he ſhall have his moſt perfect triumph o- 
ver ſin and Satan, and all his inſtruments, and death, 
and hell. Now ſhall all the promiſes made to Chriſt by 
God the Father before the foundation of the world, 
the promiſes of the covenant of redemption, be fully 
accompliſhed, And Chriſt ſhall now perfectly have ob- 
tained the joy that was ſet betore him, for which he un- 
dertook thoſe great ſufferings which he underwent in 
his ſtate of humiliation, Now ſhall all the hopes and 
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expectations of the ſaints be fulfilled. The ſtate of 
things that the church was in before, was a progreflive 
and preparatory ſtate : but now ſhe is arrived to her 
moſt perfect ſtate of glory. All the glory of the glo- 
rious times of the church on earth is but a faint w 
of this her conſummate glory in heaven. | i 


And now Chriſt the great Redeemer ſhall be moſt | 


rfectly glorified, and God the Father ſhall be glorified 
him, 'and the Holy Ghoſt ſhall be moſt fully glorified 

in the perfection of his work on the hearts of all the 
church. And now ſhall that new heaven and new 
earth, or that renewed ſtate of things, which had been 
building up ever ſince Chriſt's reſurrection, be com- 
— finiſhed, after the very material frame of the old 
vens and old earth are deſtroyed : Rev. xxiv 1. 

« And I ſaw a new heaven, and a new earth: for the 
« firſt heaven and the firſt earth were paſſed away.“ 
And now will the great Redeemer have perfected every 
thing that tn to the work of redemption, which 
he began ſo ſoon after the fall of man. And who can 
conceive of the triumph of thoſe praiſes which ſhall be 
ſung in heaven on this great occaſion, ſo much greater 
than that of the fall of Antichriſt, which occaſions ſuch 


praiſes as we have deſcribed in the 19th chapter of Re- 


velation ! The beloved diſciple John ſeems to want ex- 
preſſions to deſcribe thoſe praiſes,” and ſays, ** It was as 
« the voice of _ waters, and as the voice of migh- 
« ty thunderings, ſaying, Alleluia : for the Lord God 
« omnipotent reigneth.” But much more inexpreſſible 
will thoſe praiſes be, 'which will be ſung in heaven after 


the final conſummation of all things. How ſhall the 


praiſes of that vaſt and glorious multitude be as mighty 
thunderings indeed ! hd he | _—_ 
And now how are all the former things paſſed away, and 
what a glorious ſtate are things fixed in to remain to all 
_ eternity |! —— And as Chriſt, when he firſt entered up- 
on the work of redemption after the fall of men, had 
the kingdom e, to him of the Father, and took 
on himſelf the adminiſtration of the affairs of the uni- 
verſe, to manage all ſo as to ſubſerve the purpoſes of 


this affair; ſo now, the work being finiſhed, he will de- 


liver up the kingdom to God even the Father, 1 Cor. 
xv. 24. Then cometh the end, when he ſhall have 
f | 9 e delivered 
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delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father 
« when he ſhall have put down all rule, and all auto- 
16 rity and power.“ Not that Chriſt ſhall ceaſe; to 
reign or have a kingdom after this; for it is ſaĩd, Luke 

i. 33. He ſhall reign over the houſe of Jacob for e- 

« ver, and of his kingdom there ſhall be no end.“ 80 

in Dan. vii. 14. That his dominion is an everlaſtin 

« dominion, which fhall not paſs away, and his king- 
dom that which ſhall not be deſtroyed.” But the 
meaning is, that Chriſt ſhall deliver up that kingdom 
or dominion which he has over the world, as the Fa- 
ther's delegate or vicegerent, which the Father commit- 

ted to him, to be managed in ſubſerviency to this great 
deſign of redemption. The end of this commiſſion, or 
delegation, which he had from the Father, ſeems to be 

to ſubſerve this particular defign of redemption; and 
therefore, when that deſign is fully accompliſned, the 
commiſſion will ceaſe, and Chriſt will deliver it up to 
the Father, from whom he received it. 


— : % 


\ 


IMPROVEMENT OF THE WHOLE. 

I Poco now to enter upon ſome improvement of 
the whole that has been ſaid from this doctrine. 

I. Hence we may learn how great a work this work 
of redemption is, We have now had.it in a very im- 
perfect manner ſet forth before us, in the whole pro- 
'greſs of it, from its firſt beginning after the fall, to the 
end of the world, when it is finiſhed. We have ſeen 
how God has carried on this building from the firſt 
foundation of it, by a long ſucceſſion of wonderful 
works, advancing it higb er and higher from one age to 

another, till the top-ſtone is laid at the end of the 
world. And now let us conſider how great a work this 
is. Do men, when they behold ſome great palaces or 
churches, ſometimes admire their magnificence, and are 
almoſt aſtoniſhed to conſider how great a piece of work 
it was to build ſuch an e? then how well ma 
we admire the greatneſs of this building of God, which 
he builds up age after age, by a ſeries of ſuch great 

things which ke Ri to paſy ? There are three . 
' that have been exhibited to us in what has been ſaid, 

40 f which 
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3 eſpecially ſhow the greatneſs of the work of 
ed PLLON, Mal MW; 5 L 114 Fr . 
1. The greatneſs of thoſe particular events, and dif. 

nſations of providence, by which it is accompliſhed, 
| Hon great ate thoſe things which God has done, which 
are but ſo many parts of chis great work! What great 
things were done in the world to prepare the way for 
Chriſt's coming to purchaſe, and what great things were 
done in the purchaſe of redemption ! What a wonder. 
ful thing was that which wks accompliſhed to put Chriſt 
in an immedliate capacity for this purchaſe, viz. his in · 
carnation, that God ſhould become man! And what 
great things were done in that purchaſe, chat a perſon, 
who is the eternal Jehoyab, ſhould live upon earth for 
four or ſive and thirty years together, in a mean deſpi- 
Jed condition, and that he ſhould ſpend his life in ſuch 
Jabours and ſufferings, and that at laſt he ſhould die up- 


on the croſs! And what great things have been done 


to accompliſh the ſucceſs of Chriſt's redemption! what 
great things to put him into a capacity to accompliſh 
this ſucceſs ! For this purpoſe he roſe from the dead, 
and aſcended-up into heaven, and all things were made 
ſubject to him, How many miracles have been wrought, 
'what mighty revolutions: have been brought to paſs in 
the world already, and how much greater, ſhall be 
brought to paſs, in order to it! e ud 
2, The number of thoſe great events by which God 
carries on this work, ſhows the greatneſs of the work. 
Thoſe mighty revolutions are ſo many as to fill up many 
ages. The particular wonderful events by which the 
work of creation was carried on filled up fix days: but 
the great diſpenſations by which the work of re- 
demption is carried on, are ſo many, that they fill 
up ſix or ſeven thouſand years at leaſt, as we have rea- 
ſon to conclude from A 0 word, of God,—— There 
were great things wrought in this affair before the flood, 
and in the flood the world was once deſtroyed. by water, 
and God's church was fo wonderfully: preſerved from 
the flood in order to carry on this work. And after 
the flood, what great things did God work relating to 
che reſettling of the world, to the building of Babel, 
the diſperſing of the nations, the ſhortening of the dayt 


of man's life, the calling of Abraham. the. deferuGion 
40 N ch 1 ot 
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of Sodom and Gomorrah, and that long'ſeties of von- 


derful providences relating to Abraham, Tſaac, and Ja- 


cob, and Joſeph, and thoſe ' wonders in Egypt, and at 
the Red fea, and in the wilderneſs, and in Canaan in 
Joſhua's time, and by a long ſucceſſion of wonderful 
providences from age to age towards the nation of the 
ews 1 0 | *> BA 5. 2 1 þ 
What great things were wrought by God, in fo often 
overturning the world before Chrift came, to make 
for his coming! What great things were done alſo in 
Chriſt's time, and then after that in overturning Satan's 
kingdom in the Heathen empire, and in ſo preſerving 
his church in the dark times of Popery, and in bringing 
about the Reformation! How many great and won- 
der ful things will be effected in accompliſhing the glori- 
ous times of the church, and at Chriſt's laſt coming on 
the day of judgement, in the deſtruction of the world, 
and in carrying the whole chureh into heaven. 5 
3. The glorious iſſue of this whole affair, in the per- 
fect and eternal deſtruction of the wicked, and in the 
conſummate glory of the righteous. And now let us 
once more take a view of, this building, now all is fi- 
niſhed and the top-ſtone laid. It appeared in a glorious 
height in the apoſtles time, and much more glorjous in 
the time of Conſtantine, and will appear much more 
glorious ſtill after the fall of Antichriſt 3 but at the 
conſummation of all things, it appears in an immenſely 
more glorious height than ever before. Now it appears 
in its greateſt magnificenee, as a complete lofty ſtruc- 
ture, whoſe top reaches to the heaven of heavens; a 
building worthy of the great God, the King of kings. 
And from what has been ſaid, one may argue, that 


the work of redemption is the greateſt of all God's 


works of which we have any notice, and it is the end 


of all his other works. It appears plainly from what 


has been ſaid, that this work is the principal of all 
God's works of providence, and that all other works 
of providence are reducible hither ; they are all ſubor- 


dinate to the great affair df redemption. We ſee that 
all the revolutions in the world are to ſubſerve this 


grand deſign; ſo that the work of redemption is, as it 
were, the ſum-of God's works of provideuee. 
This ſhows us how much greater the werk of re- 
r 222 demption 
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demption is, than the work of creation: for I have ſe- 
veral. times obſerved, that the work of providence is 
greater than the work of creation, becauſe it is the end 
of it; as the uſe of an houſe is the end of the building 
of the houſe, But the work of redemption, as I have 
Juſt ſaid, is the ſum of all God's works of providence ; 
all are ſubordinate to it: ſo the work of the new erea- 
tion is more excellent than the old. So it ever is, that 
when one thing is removed by God to make way for 
another, the new one excels the old. Thus the temple 
excelled the tabernacle ; the new covenant the old ; the 
new diſpenſation of the goſpel the diſpenſation of Mo- 
ſes; the throne of David the ' throne of Saul; the 
prieſthood of Chriſt the prieſthood of Aaron; the 
new Jeruſalem the old; and ſo the new creation far 
excels the old. | 2 4 


God has uſed the creation which ke has made; for | 


no other purpoſe but to ſubſerve the deſigns of this 
affair. To anſwer this end, he hath created and diſpo- 


ſed of mankind, to this the angels, to this the earth, to 


this the higheſt heavens: God created the world to 
proves a ſpouſe and a kingdom for his Son : and the 

etting up of the kingdom of Chriſt, and the ſpiritual 
marriage of the ſpouſe to him, is what the whole crea- 
tion labours and'travails in pain to bring to paſs. This 
work of redemption is ſo much the greateſt of all the 
works of God, that all other works are to be looked 
upon either as parts of it, or appendages to it, or are 
ſome way reducible to it; and ſo all the decrees of God 
do ſome way or other belong to that eternal covenant 
of redemption which was between the Father and the 


Son before the foundation of the world. Every de- 


cree of God is ſome way or other reducible to that eo- 
venant. eien 10533 2% NT 
And ſeeing this work of redemption is ſo great a 
work, hence we need not wonder that the angels deſire 
to look into it. And we need not wonder that ſo much 
is made of it in ſeripture, and that it is ſo much inſiſt- 
ed on in the hiſtories, and prophecies, and fangs of the 
Bible; for the work of redemption is the-great ſubject 
of the whole, of its doctrines, its promiſes, its types, 
its ſongs, its hiſtories; and its prophecie. 
II. Hence we may learn how God is the Alpha and 
ö 4 Omega, 
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Omega, the beginning and ending of all things. Such 
are the characters and titles we find often aſcribed to 
God in ſcripture, in thoſe. places where the ſcripture 
ſpeaks of the courſe of things, and ſeries of events in 
providence : If. xli, 4. Who, hath wrought, and done 
«. it, calling the generations from the beginning? I 
the Lord the firſt, and with the laſt, I am he.” And 
particularly does the ſcripture aſcribe ſuch titles to God, 
where. it ſpeaks of the providence of God, as it relates 
to, and is ſummed up in the great work of redemption; 
as II. xliv. G. 7. and xlviii. 12. with the context, begin- 
ning with the th verſe. So God eminently appears as 
the firſt and the laſt, by conſidering the whole ſcheme of 
divine providence as we have conſidered it, viz. as all 
redueible to that one great work of redemption N 
And therefore, when Chriſt reveals the future great 
events of providence relating to his church and people, 
and this affair of redemption, to the end of the world, 
to his diſciple John, he 8 reveals himſelf under this 
character. 80 Rev. i. 8. I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, ſaith the Lord, which *© 
% is, and which was, and which is to come, the Al- 
% mighty.” 80 again, verſ. 19. 11. I heard behind 
„me à great voice as obtrumper, ſaying, I am 
« Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt.“ Alpha 
and Omega are the names of the firſt. and laſt letters of 
the Greek alphabet, as 4 and Z are of ours; and 
therefore it ſignifies the ſame as his being the firſt: ind 
che laſt, and the beginning and the endin | 
Thus, God is called in the beginning of this book of | 
| Revelation, before the courſe of che prophecy begins; 
and/ſo-again/ he is called at the end of it, after the 
. courſt;04; events. is gone through, and the final iſſue of 
things is ſeen : as Rev. xxi. G. And he ſaid unto 
<<.me, It: is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the end.“ And ſo chap. xxii. 12. 13. “ And 
Lande Jeome quickly; and my reward is with me, 
to give every man according as his work ſhall be. I 
am Alpha and „ ee 
che firſt and the laſt.“ 1 8 5 
WWWe have ſoen how this is true in the courſe of what 
1 have laid before you upon this ſubject: We have 
96 from God in the beginning; on 


0 what 
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what deſign God began the courſe. of his providence in 
the, beginning of the generations of men upon the 
earth; and we have ſeen how it is God that has all az 
long carried things on agreeable to the ſame defignis 
without..cyer failing; and how at laſt the concluſion 
and final iſſue of things are to God; and ſo we have 
ſeen how all things are of him, and through him, and 
to him f and therefore may well now cry out with the 
apoſtle, Rom. xi. 33. O the depth of the riches both 
« of the wiſdom. and knowledge of God ! how un- 
&« ſearchable are his judgements, and his ways paſt find- 
ing out!” and verſ. 36. For of him, and through 
< him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory 
%, for ever. Amen.“ | | 

We have ſeen how other things came to an end one 


after another; how ſtates, and kjngdoms, and empires, 


one after another, fell and came to nothing, even the 
greateſt and ſtrongeſt of them; we have ſcen how the 
world has been often overturned, and wilt be more re- 
markably overturned than ever it has been yet 5 we 
have feen how the warld comes to an end, how it was 
_ firſt deſtroyed by water, and how at laſt it thall be utterly 
deſtroyed by fire : but yet God remains the ſame through 


all ages. He was before the beginning of this courſe of 


things, and he will de after the end of them; agree- 
able to Pfal. cii. 25. 26>— Thus God is he that is, 


and that was, and that is to come. 8 


We have ſeen, in a variety of inſtances, how all 
other gods periſh z we have ſeen how the ancient 
gods of the Heathen in the nations about Canaan, 
and throughout the Roman empire, are all deſtr 


and their worſhip long ſince overthrown ;- we have 


heard how Antichriſt, who has called himſelf a god on 
earth, and how Mahomet, who claims religious honours, 
and how all the gods of the Heathen through the world, 
will come to an end; and how Satan, the great dragon, 
that old ſerpent, who has ſet up himſelf as god of this 
world, will be caſt into the lake of fire, there to ſaffer 
bis complete puniſhment: but Jehovah remains, and 
his kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and of his do- 
minion there is no end. We have ſeen what mighty 


changes there have been in the world; but God is un- 
j/ en Ot query tf | 
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We began at the head of the A of divine: provi 


dence, and have followed and traced it through its va- 


rious -windings and . turnings, till we are come to the 
end of it, and we ſee where it iſfues. As it began in 


God, ſo it ends in God. God is the infinite ocean into 


which it empties itſelf, Providence is like a mighty 
wheel, whoſe circumference is ſo that it is dread» 
ful, with the glory of the God of Ifrael above upon it 3 
as it is repreſented in Ezekiel's viſion. We have ſeen 
the revolution of this wheel, and how, as-it was from 
God, ſo its return has been to God again. All the e- 
vents of divine providence are like the links of a chain; 
the firſt link is from God, and the laſt is to him. 6 
III. We may fee by what has been ſaid, how: Chriſt 
in all things has the pre · eminence. For this great work 
of redemption. is all his work : he is the great Redeem- 
'er, and therefore the work of redemption being as it. 
were the ſum of God's works of providence, this:thows 
the glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; as being above all, 
and through all, and in all. That God intended the 
world for bis Son's ofe in the affair of redemption, is 
one reaſon that is to be given why he created the world by 
him, which ſeoms to be intimated hy the apoſtle in Eph. iii. 
9.12. What has been ſaid, ſhows how all the purpoſes 
of God are purpoſed in Chriſt, and how he is before all 
and above all, and all chings conſiſt by him, and are go- 
verned by him, and are for him, Coloſ. i. 15. 16. 17. 10. 
We ſec by what has been ſaid, how God makes him his 
firſt-born, higher than the kings of the earth, and ſets 
His throne above their thrones; how God has always 
upheld his kingdom, when the kingdom of others hade 
come to an end 5 how that appears at laſt above all, 
however greatly oppoſed for ſo many ages; how finall 
all other kingdoms fell, and his kingdom is the laſt 
kingdom, and is a: en that over gives place to 
| b en = 
We ſee, that — — hon are, and /how- 
ever highly Chriſt's enemies exalt themſelves, that yet 
finally all his enemies become his footſtool, and he 
reigns in uncontrouled power and immenſe glory: in 


e axe all perten ſaved and made hap | 
p 
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py; and his enemies all become his footſtool.— Aßd 
thus God gives the world to his Son for his inheri- 
IV. Hence we may fee what a conſiſtent thing divine 
providence is. The confideration of what has been 
ſaid, may greatly ſerve to ſhow us the conſiſtency, or- 
der, and beauty, of God's works of providence. If we 
behold the events of providence in any other view than 
that in which it has been ſet before us, it will all look 
like confuſion, like a number of jumbled events coming 
to paſs without any order or method, like the toſſing 
the waves of the ſea ; things will look as though one. 
confuſed revolution came to paſs after another, merely 
by blind chance, without any regular. or certain end. 
But .if 'we conſider the events of providence in the 
light in which they have been ſet before us under this 
doctrine, in which the ſcriptures ſet them before us, 
they appear far from being jumbled and confuſed, an 
orderly ſeries of events, all wiſely ordered and directed 
in excellent harmony and conſiſtence, tending all to one 
end. The wheels of providence are not turned round 
by blind chance, but they are full of eyes round about, 
as Ezekiel repreſents, and they are guided by the Spirit 
of God : where the ſpirit goes, they go: and all God's 
works of providence through all ages meet in one at 
laſt, as ſo many lines meeting in one centre. 
It is with God's work of providence, as it is with his 
work of creation; it is but one work. The events of 
providence are not ſo many diſtinct, independent, works 
of - providence, but they are rather ſo many different 
parts of one work of providence: it is all one work, 
one regular ſcheme. God's works of providence are 
not diſunited and jumbled without connection or — 
dence," but are all united, juſt as the ſeveral parts of one 
building: there are many ſtones, 22 pieces of tim- 
ber, but all ane ſo joined, and fitly formed together, 
tthat they make but one building: they have all but 
one foundation, and are united at laſt in one top- 
ſtone. | "4 * | {x Cat of - ; 1 * 
God's providence may not unfitly be compared to a 
large and long river, having innumerable branches, be- 
ginning in different regions, and at à great diſtance one 
þ another, and all conſpiring to * 
| r 
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After their very diverſe and contrary courſes which: 


gether, the nearer they come to their | common, end, 
and all at length diſcharge themſelves at one mouth in- 
to the ſame ocean. The different ſtreams of this rivet 


are apt to appear like mere jumhle and confuſion to us, 


becauſe of the limitedneſs of our ſight, whereby we 
cannot ſee from one branch to another, and cannos ſee 
the whole at once, ſo as to ſee how all are united in 


one. A man who ſees but one or two ſtreams at a 


time, cannot tell what their courſe tends to. Their 
courſe ſeems very crooked, and different ſtreams ſeem 
to run for a while different and contrary ways: and if 
we view things at a diſtance, there ſeem to be innumer- 

able obſtacles and impediments in the way to hinder 
their ever uniting, and coming to the ocean, as rocks 
and mountains, and the like; but yet if we trace them, 
they all unite at laſt, and all come to the ſame iſſue, 
diſgorging themſelves in one into the fame great ocean 


Not one of all the ſtreams fail of coming hither at ; 


V. From the whole that has been ſaid, we may 
ſtrongly argue, that, the ſcriptures are the word «of 
God, becauſe they alone inform us what God is about, 
or what he aims at, in theſe works which he is doing 


in the world. God doubtleſs is purſuing ſome deſign, 


and carrying on ſome ſcheme, in the various changes 


and revolutions which from age to age came to pals in 
u 


the world. It is moſt reaſonable to oſe, that there 
is ſome certain great deſign to which Providence ſubor- 
dinates all the great ſucceſſive changes in the affairs of 
the world which God has made. It is reaſonable to 
as. that all revolutions, from the beginning of 
the world to the end of it, are but the various parts of 
the ſame ſcheme, all conſpiring to bring to paſs that 
great event which the great creator and governor of the 
world has ultimately in view; and that the ſcheme will 
not be,finiſhed, nor the deſign fully accompliſhed, and 
the great and ultimate event fully brought to paſs, till 
2 end of the world, and the laſt revolution is brought 
ut. 7 +1 | | | 


© Now. there is nothing elſe that informs us what this 


' ſcheme and deſign of G in his works is, but only the | | 
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holy ſeriptures. Nothing elſe pretends to ſet in view 
the whole ſeries of God's works of providence from be- 
ginning to end, and to inform us how all things were 
om at firſt, and for what end they are, and how 
they were ordered from the beginning, and how they 
will proceed to the end of the world, and what they 
will come to at laſt, and how then all things ſhall be to 
God. Nothing elſe but the ſcriptures has any pretence 
 fForſhowing any manner of regular ſcheme or drift in 
thoſe revolutions which God orders from age to age. 
Nothing elſe pretends to ſhow what God would by the 
things which he has done, and is doing, and will do; 
what he ſeeks" and intends by them. Nothing elſe pre- 
tends to ſhow, with any diſtinctneſs or certainty, how 
the world began at firſt, or to tell us the original of 
things. Nothing but the ſcriptures ſets forth how God 
governed the world from the beginning of the genera- 
tions of men upon the earth, in an orderly hiſtory; and 
nothing elſe ſets before us how he will govern it to the 
end, by an orderly prophecy of future events; agree- 
; able to the challenge which God makes to the gods, 
and prophets, and teachers of the Heathen, in If. xli. 22. 
+ 23-* Let them bring them forth, and ſhew us what ſhall 
„ happen: let them ſhew the former things what they 
„ be, that we may conſider them, and know the latter 
* end of them; or declare us things for to come. Shew 
„the things that are to come hereafter, that we may 23 
% know that ye are gods“ 7 29044 
Reaſon ſhows; that it is fit and requiſite, that the in- 
telligent and rational beings of the world ſhould know 
ſomething of God's ſcheme and deſign in his works: 
for they doubtleſs are the beings that are principally 
concerned. The thing that is God's great deſign in his 
, works, is doubtleſs ſomething concerning his reaſon- 
; ' able creatures, rather than - brute beaſts and lifeleſs 
things. The revolutions by which God's great-defign 
is brought to paſs, are doubtleſs revolutions chiefly a- 
- mong them, and which concern their ſtate, and not 
'® the ſtate of things without life or reaſon. And there- 
fore ſurely it is requiſite, that they ſhould' know: fome- 
thing of it; eſpecially ſeeing that reaſon. teaches, that 
God has given his rational creatures reaſon, and a ca- 
pacity of ſeeing God in his works; for this end, — 
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they may ſee God's glory in them, and : give him the 
glory of them. But how can they ſee God's glory in 
his works, if they do not know what God's deſign in 
them is, and what he aims at by what he is doing in 
the world ? et Bel 127775 i 5 
And further, it is fit that mankind ſhould be in- 
formed ſomething of God's deſign in the government 
of the world, becauſe they are made capable of actively 
falling in with that deſign, and promoting of it, and 
acting herein as his friends and ſubjects; it is there- 
fore reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that God has given mankind 
ſome revelation to inform them of this: but there is 
nothing elſe that does it but the Bible. In the Bible 
this is done. Hence we may learn an account of the 
firſt original of things, and an orderly, account of the 
ſcheme of God's works from the firſt, beginning. 
through thoſe ages that are beyond the reach of all 
other hiſtories. Here we are told what God aims at in 
the whole, what is the great end, how he has contri- 
ved the grand deſign he drives at, and the great things 
he would accompliſh by all. Here we have a moſt ra- 
tional excellent account of this matter, worthy of God, 
and exceedingly ſhewing forth the glory of his perfec- 
tions, his majeſty, his wiſdom, his glorious holineſs, 
and grace, and love, and his exaltation above all, ſhow- 
ing how he is the firſt and the laſt. Mo At ogy 
| - Here we are ſhown the connection of the various 
ou of the work of providence, and how all harmoni- 
ſes, and is connected together in a regular, beautiful, 
and glorious frame. In the Bible, we have an account 
of the whole ſeheme of providence, from the begin- 
ning of the world to the end of it, either in hiſtory or 
prophecy, and are told what will become of things at 
laſt; how they will be finiſhed off by al great dag of 
judgement, and will iſſue in the ſubduing of God's e- 
nemies, and in the ſalvation and glory of his church, 
and ſettiug up of the everlaſting kingdom of his 8. 
- How rational, worthy, and excellent a revelation is 
this! and how excellent a book is the Bible, which 
contains ſo much beyond all other books in the world ! 
and what characters are here of its being indeed a di- 
vine book l a book that the great Jehovah has given to 
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mankind for their inſtruction, without which we ſhould 
* left in miſerable darkneſs and confuſion ! | 
1 VI. From what has been ſaid, we may ſee the glo- 
5 rious majeſty and power of God in- this affair of re- ing 
*% demption: eſpecially is God glorious in power. His un 
| ee power appears in upholding his church for ſo to 
long a time, and carrying on this work; upholding it 
oftentimes when it was but as a little ſpark of fire, or 
as ſmoking flax, in which the fire was almoſt gone out, 
and the power of earth and hell were combined to de- 
ſtroy it. Vet God has never ſuffered them to quench 
it, and finally will bring forth judgement unto victory. 
God gloriſſes his ſtrength in his church's weakneſs; in 
cauſing his people, who are like a number of little in- 
fants, finally to triumph over all earth and hell; ſo that 
they ſhall tread on the lion and adder the young lion 
and dragon ſhall they trample under foot. The glo- 
rious power of God appears in conquering his many 
and mighty enemies by that perſon who was once an in- 
fant in a manger, and appeared as a poor, weak, deſpi- 
Jed man. He conquers them, and triumphs over them 
in their on weapon, the croſs, 

The — majeſty of God appears in e 
all thoſe mighty enemies of the church one age after 
f another; in conquering Satan, that proud and ſtrong q 
} _ ſpirit; and all his helliſh hoſt; in bringing him down | 

under foot, long after he had vaunted himſelf as god ö 
of this world, and when he did his utmoſt to POR: 
himſelf in his kingdom. fe 
| God's power —— in conquering Saran 
when exalted'm that ſtrongeſt and moſt potent Heathen 
kingdom that ever he had, the Roman empire. | Chriſt, 
our Michael, has overcome him, and the devil was caſt 
out; and there was found no more place for him- in 
Hedven'; but he was caſt-out unto the earth, and his 
angels were caſt out with him. Again, his power glo- 
rioufly appears in conquering him in that kingdom 
wherein his is price; and 1 and cruelty, above all 
appears; viz. the kingdom of Antichriſt. It gloriouſſy 
appears in conquering him in that greateſt and ſtrongeſt 
combination and oppoſition of the devil and his adhe- 
rents againſt Chriſt and his church, juſt before the fall 
of Kndithriſt, whercin his vines I wr 
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blow ene on which an univerſal downfall of it fol- 
lows all over the world. 

The glorious power of God appears in RY conquer- 
ing the devil, and bringing him under foot, time after 
time, after long time given him to ſtrengthen himſelf 
to his utmoſt, as he was once overthrown in his Hea- 
then Roman empire, after he had been making himſelf 
ſtrong in thoſe parts of the world, ever ſince the build- 
ing of Babel. It appears alſo in overthrowing his king - 
dom more fatally. and univerſally all over the world, 
after he had again another opportunity given him to 
ſtrengthen himſelf. to his utmoſt for many ages, by ſet- 
ting up thoſe two great kingdoms of Antichriſt and 
Mahomet, and to eſtabliſh his intereſt in the Heathen 
world. We have ſeen. how thefe kingdoms of God's 


enemies, that, before God appears, look ſtrong, as tho' 


it was impoffible to overthrow them; yet, time after 
time, when God appears, they ſeem to melt away, as 
the fat of lambs before the fire, and are driven away 
as the chaff before the whirlwind, or the eee out of 
the chimney. 


Thoſe mighty kingdoms of Antichriſt 2 Mahomet, 


vrhich have made ſuch a figure for ſo many ages toge- 


ther, and have trampled the world under foot, when 
God comes to appear, will vaniſh away like a ſhadow, 
and will as it were diſappear of themſelves, and come 
to nothing, as the darkneſs in a room does, when the 
light is brought in. What are God's enemies in his 
hands? How is their greateſt ſtrength weakneſs when 
he riſes up! and how weak will they all appear toge- 
ther at the day of judgement! Thus we may apply 
thoſe words in 4 —. ſong of Moſes, Exod. xv. 6. Thy 
right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power: 
6% thy right hand, O Lord, hath dathed in pieces 
„ the enemy.“ And how great” doth the majeſty of 
God appear in overturning the world from time to 
time, to accompliſh his deſigns, and at laſt in cauſing 
the earth and heavens to flee aways for the mga 
of the glory of his kingdom! . 


VII. From what has been ſaid, FIG NOI * glo- | 


rious wiſdom of Gad. It ſhows the witdom of 


in creating the world, in that he has created it for ſuch 
Wa wats 5 accompliſh rern a work. 
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king the fall and ruin of mankind, which in itlelß is ſo 


doth the wiſdom of God appear in chat long courſe and 
| ſeries of great changes in the world, in bringing ſuck 
order out of confuſion, in ſo fruſteating the devil, and 


viſdom of God, in bringing all fuch manifold! and va- | 
_ glorious period at laſt, and in ſo directing all the wheels 
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And it ſhows the wiſdom of divine Providence, that he 
brings fuch great good out of ſuch great evil, in ma- 


ſorrowful and deplorable, an occaſion of accompliſhing 
ſuch a glorious work as this work of redemption, and 
of 'erefting ſuch a glorious building, whoſe top thould 
reach unto heaven, and of bringing his cle& to a iſtate 
of fuch unſpeakable happineſs: And how glorious 
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ſo wonderfully turning all his moſt ſubtle Machinatinns 


to his own glory, and the glory of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 


and in cauſing the greateſt works of Satan, thoſe in 
which he has moſt Porified himfelf, to be wholly turn- 
ed into occaſions 2 ſo much the more 1 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt! And how wonderful is che 


rious changes and overtur in the world to ſuch a 


of providence by his ſkilful hand, that everyrione of 
them conſpires, as the manifold wheels of a moſt cu- 
rious machine, at laſt to ſtrike out ſuch ancexcellerit 
iſſue, ſuch a manifeftation of the divine glory, ſuch 


. to his people, and — ae and e vdi- 


kingdom to his 8son!! bd vont 
From what has been aud, ene ſee tu ſta- 


bility of God's s mercy and faithfulneſs to his'ptople; 
how he never forſakes his inheritance, and-remenbers 


his covenant to them through all generations. Now 


ve may ſee what reaſon there was for the words of the 


text, The moth ſhall eat them up like a garment, and 
« the worm ſhall eat them like — dut my righ- 
«« teouſneſs ſhall endure for ever and ever, and my fal- 


1 vation from generation to generation.” And now 


we may ſee abundant reaſon for that name of God 
which he reveals to Moſes, Exod. iii. T4: « And God 
«6: ſaid" unto Moſes, I am that I am i. e. I am the 


ſame that I was when I entered into -covenant with A- 
braham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and ever ſhall be the ſame : 
1 ſhall keep covenant for ever: I am ſelf-ſufficient, all- 
ſufficient, and immutable. . 
And now we may ſee the truth of that, Pal, mane. 
5 6, © Thy ot O Lord, is in the heavens; and thy 


% faithfulne 
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“ faithfulneſs. realheth nato the clouds. Thy righ · 
5: teouſneſs is like the great mountains; thy judgements 
c are a great deep.“ And if we — * what has 
been ſaid, we need not wonder that the Pſalmiſt, in the 
196th Pfalm, ſo often repeats this, For his mercy: endu- 
reth for ever; as if he were in an ecſtaſy at the conſi - 
deration of the perpetuity of God's merey to his church, 
and delighted to think of it, and knew not how but 
continually to expreſs it. Let us with like pleaſure and 
joy celebrate the everlaſting duration of God's mercy 
and faithfulneſs to his church and people, and let us be 
comforted by it under the preſent dark circumſtances 
of the church of God, and all the uproar and confu- 
ſions that are in the world, and all the threatenings of 
the church's enemies. And let us take encouragement 
earneſtly to pray for thoſe glorious things which God 
Has promiſed to accompliſh for his church, '/- 
IX. Hence we may learn how happy a fociery the 
church of Chriſt is. For all this great work is for them 
Chriſt undertook it for their ſakes, and for their lakes | 
he carries it on, from the fall of man to the end of the 
worlds it is becauſe he has loved them with an ever · 
laws. For their ſakes he overturns ſtates. and 
kingdoms.. For their ſakes he ſhakes heaven and earth. 
He gives men for chem, and people for their life. Since 
they have been precious in God's ſight, they have been 
honourable ; and therefore he firſt gives the blood of his 
own $on to them, and: then, for their ſakes, gives the 
blood of all their enemies, many thouſands and mil- 
lions, all nations that Dam in baia, as a mn 
40 their good. ee 
For their ſakes he — the werd. 2nd. for their 
ſakes he: will deſtroy it: for their ſakes he built heaven, 
and for their ſakes he makes his angels miniſtring ſpirits, 
Therefore the Apoſtle ſays, as he does, 1 Cor. iii. 21. 
8&2 All things are yours: whether Paul, or Apol- 
los, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or 
things preſent, or | things to come; all are you 
Ho bleſſed is this people who are redeemed from a» 
mong men, and are the firſt fruits unta God, and to 
the Lamb; who have God in all ages for their protec- 
[ tion and help! Deut. xxxiii. 29. Happy art thou, O 
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66 Upack: WAGs is on unto thee, O —_ ſaved by the 
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„Lord, the ſhield of -thy-help,ianidewho is the ſword 
thy excellency ! and» thine enemies hall be found 
_ NN and thou ſhalt tread upon their high 

4 es. 111 e ish en ir; W ie $19: 
Let who will prevail now, let the enemies of the 
church exalt themſelves as much as they will, theſe are 
the people that ſnhall finally prevail. The laſt kingdom 
mall tinally be theirs; the kingdom ſhall finally be gi- 
ven into their hands, and ſhall not be left to other peo- 


ple. We have ſeen what a bleſſed iſſue things hall fi- 


nally be brought to as to them, and what glory they 
U arrive at, and remain in poſſeſſion of, for ever 
and ever, after all the kingdoms of the world are come 


to an end, and the earth is removed, and mountains 


are ed into the depth of the ſea, or where the ſta 
was, and this lower varth ſhall all be diſſolved . O happy 
people, and bleſſed ſociety! Well may they ſpend an e- 

lelujahs to him who hath lo- 


ternity in —— Lwes 
ved them from eternity, and will love them to eter - 
e 04G 491 4/091 a dodge bun id 


ni „„ Nene, . Ls 
* And, laſtiy, hence all wicked men, all that are 


in a Chriſtleſs condition, may ſee their exceedjrig mi- 
ſery. Lou that are ſuch, whocver you are, you art 
thoſe who ſhall have no part or lot in this matter. Lou 
are never the better for any of thoſe things of which 
pou have heard: yea, your guilt is but ſo muth the 

greater, and che miſery you are expoſed to ſo much the 
more dreadful. You are. ſomeb of that ſort, againſt 


whom God, in the ee work, exerciſes ſo 


much manifeſt wrath; e of thoſe enemies who are 
liable to be made Chriſt's footſtool, and to be ruled 


with a rod of iron, and to be daſhed in pieces; + Lou 
are ſome of the ſeed of the ſorpent, to bruiſe the hend 


of which is one great deſign of all this work, What · 


ever glorioùs things God accompliſhes for his church, 
jf you continue in the ſtate you art now in, they will 


not be glorious to you The moſt glorious times of 
the church are always the moſt diſmal times to the 


wicked nn, This we are taught in If. Ixvi. 
we nnd, where · ever glorious things are 


14— And fo 
_ foretokl concerning the hurch, there terrible things 
ate foretold concerning the wicked, its enemies. And 
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ſo it ever has been in fact; in all remarkable dellverances 


wrought for the church, there has been alſo a remark- 
able execution of wrath on its enemies. So it was when 
God delivered the children of Iſrael out of Egypt; at 
ſame time he remarkably poured out his wrath on 


Fharach and the Egyptians So when he brought 


them into Canaan by Joſhua, and gave them that good 
land, he remarkably executed wrath upon the Canaan- 


ites. 80 when they were delivered out af their Baby- 
loniſh- captivity, ſignal vengeance was inflicted on the 


Babylonians. So when the Gentiles were called, and 
the elect of God were ſaved. by the preaching of the a- 
poſtles, Jeruſalem and the perſecuting Jews were de- 
ſtroyed in a moſt awful manner. I might obſerve the 
ſame concerning the glory accompliſhed to the church 
in the days of Conſtantine, at the overthrow of Satan's 
viſible kingdom in the downfall of Antichriſt, and at 
the day of * In all theſe inſtances, and eſpe- 
cially in the laſt, there have been, or will be, exhibited 
moſt awful tokens of the divine wrath againit the wick- 
ed. And to this claſs. of men you belong. 

You are indeed ſome of that ſort that God will make 


uſe of in this affair; but it will be for the glory of his | 


juſtice, and not of his mercy. You are ſome of thoſe: 
enemies of God who are reſerved for the triumph of 


Chriſt's. glorious power in overcoming and puniſhing _ 


them. You are ſome of that ſort that ſhall be conſu- 
med with this accurſed world after the day of judge- 
ment, when Chriſt and his church ſhall triumphantly 
and glorioufly aſcend to heaven. | e 


Therefore let all that are in a Chriſtleſs condition a- 


mongſt us ſerioufly conſider theſe things, and not be 
like the fooliſh people of the old world, who would not 


take warning, when Noah told them, that the Lord 


was about to bring a flood of waters upon the earth; 
or like the people of Sodom, who would not regard, 
when Lot told them, that God would deſtroy that city, 
and would not flee from the wrath to come, and ſo were 
conſumed in that terrible deſtruction. 


Ax p now I would conclude my whole diſcourſe on 


this ſubject, in words like thoſe in the laſt of the Reve- 
lation: * Theſe ſayings are faithful and true, and bleſſ. 
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ed is he that keepeth theſe ſayings, Behold, Chriſt co. 

meth quickly, and his reward is with him, to render to 
a y man according as his work ſhall be. And he that 


is unjuſt, ſhall be unjuſt ſtill ; and he that is filthy, 
ſhall be filthy ſtill; and he that is holy, ſhall be holy 


they that do his commandments, 
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city: for without 
are dogs, and ſorcerers, and whoremongers, and 
murderers, and idolaters, and whoſoever loveth and 
maketh à lie. He that teſtifieth theſe things, ſaith, 


Surely I come quickly. Amen; even ſo come Lord 
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